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REPORT 


OF   THE 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  November  1st,  1904. 

To  His  Excellency,  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker,  Governor  of  Penn'a: 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  for  the  school  year  ending  June  5,  1904,  being 
the  seventy-first  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAFFER, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


(Ill) 


(iv) 
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COM«ONlVE*lTli  OF  fENNSVHANIA 

Deparfnient  ol  Public  Instrudioo. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Gentlemen :  The  last  decade  has  witnessed  a  great  forward  move- 
ment in  education  all  over  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  attend- 
ance at  our  colleges  has  almost  doubled;  the  professional  schools 
have  raised  their  standards  and  lengthened  their  courses  of  study; 
the  Normal  Schools  are  full  to  overflowing;  the  number  of  high 
schools  has  risen  from  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  to  six  hundred 
thirty;  modern  and  in  some  cases  palatial  structures  have  taken  the 
place  of  the  old-fashioned  school  houses;  and  the  advance  has  at 
last  been  felt  in  the  better  compensation  of  teachers.  As  a  result 
of  the  minimum  salary  law  enacted  by  the  last  legislature  the  sala- 
ries of  some  teachers  in  the  rural  districts  and  the  standard  of 
scholarship  for  passing  the  examinations  for  licenses  to  teach  have 
been  raised  fifty  per  cent.  In  Berks  county,  for  instance,  the  agita- 
tion in  favor  of  the  better  compensation  of  teachers  has  led  to  an 
increase  of  salaries  in  thirty-three  districts.  In  the  city  of  Reading 
salaries  were  increased  from  thirteen  to  sixteen  per  cent.  In  Phila- 
delphia large  meetings  were  held,  the  last  one  in  the  Academy  of 
Music  where  men  eminent  in  their  respective  callings  made  eloquent 
addresses  in  behalf  of  the  underpaid  jniblic  servants  who  have 
charge  of  the  schools;  and  Councils  finally  responded  by  voting  an 
incr.'ase  in  the  salary  schedule  which  took  effect  last  January. 
Similar  meetings  are  now  in  progress  in  Pittsburg.  During  the  dis- 
cussion a  taxpayer  was  heard  to  say:  "I  am  in  favor  of  raising  the 
wages  of  the  good  teachers,  but  we  are  already  paying  too  much 
to  our  inelficiont  teachers."  It  is  admitted  by  every  one  that  a  poor 
teacher  is  too  dear  at  any  price,  but  if  tho  good  teachers  are  to 
wait  for  an  inTrcnsc^  until  death  or  matrimony  or  ]>ub]ic  sentiment 
shall  have  eliminated  all  poor  teachers  from  the  schools,  the  former 
will  be  in  their  graves  before  relief  can  come.     The  teaclier  must 


eat  and  sleep,  and  l)e  decently  clad  like  other  people.     In  fact  she 
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is  expected  to  dress  better^  to  buy  more  books^  and  to  spend  more 
monev  that  the  average  man  or  woman.     If  she  fails  to  do  so,  the 


penalty  must  be  paid  by  the  chiklren  in  the  inferior  education  given 
them,  by  the  republic  in  a  lower  tyjieof  civic  life  among  her  people, 
and  by  the  church  in  a  membership  with  low  ideals  and  inadequate 
views  of  life  here  ^^f^  hprpnft^r 

In  these  days  it  is  recognized  that  children  have  rights  as  well 
as  duties.  It  is  the  right  of  every  child  to  be  happy  at  school.  How 
can  pupils  be  'happy  if  the  teachers  are  not  happy  in  their  work? 
And  how  can  the  teachers  be  happy  if  they  are  worried  over  the  nec- 
essaries of  physical  existence?  F"rom  this  point  of  view  the  increase 
in  teachers'  salaries  must  be  regarded  as  a  very  important  step  of 
educational  progress. 

COMPARISON  OF  THE  SALARIES  IN  CITIES  AND  RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

The  increase  of  teachers'  salaries  in  the  rural  districts  empha- 
sizes the  need  of  a  similar  increase  in  the  cities  where  the  cost  of 
living  is  much  higher.  If  the  lowest  salaries  paid  in  our  cities  be 
compared  with  the  rise  in  prices,  one  can  not  escape  the  conclusion 
that  many  teachers  in  the  cities  are  not  as  well  off  as  the  same  grade 
of  teachers  in  the  country,  where  the  cost  of  living  has  not  advanced 
in  the  same  proportion.  The  forces  which  determine  wages  and 
salaries,  seem  to  be  against  those  who  live  on  salaries.  Salaried 
people  are  sure  to  see  hard  times  when  everybody  else  is  prosper- 
ous, because  whenever  there  is  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  living 
they  are  the  last  to  be  thought  of  in  the  way  of  increased  compensa- 
tion. Workmen  strike  for  higher  wages  and  the  fear  of  a  strike 
causes  manufacturers  and  other  capitalists  to  increase  the  pay  of 
their  faithful  employes.  Teachers  never  go  on  a  strike  and  if  they 
did,  business  would  go  on  for  a  while  just  as  before.  Ultimately, 
however,  the  industrial  world  would  feel  it  in  the  diminished  skill 
of  the  industrial  classes  and  in  a  loss  of  the  best  markets  at  home 
and  abroad.  An  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  without  a  corres- 
ponding increase  of  teachers'  salaries  causes  many  of  the  best 
teachers  to  drift  into  more  lucrative  vocations  whilst  the  brightest 
minds  look  elsewhere  than  the  teacher's  training  school  to  fit  them- 
selves for  the  struggle  for  bread.  Thus  low  salaries  produce  a 
gradual  and  scarcely  perceptible,  but  in  reality  a  very  dangerous 
deterioration  in  the  educational  system  of  a  community  or  a  Com- 
monwealth. 

AN  AMERICAN  IDEA. 

The  foreigners  who  come  to  our  shores,  make  arrangements  to 
send  their  children  to  school  as  soon  as  they  have  found  a  place  to 
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live.  They  realize  that  the  school  is  the  poor  man's  hope  and  oppor- 
tunity for  his  children.  Conditions  in  Europe  emphasize  this  pcint 
in  a  way  in  which  we  never  see  it  in  America.  There  the  educational 
system  makes  it  difficult  for  the  peasant's  child  to  rise  above  his 
class.  In  England  the  village  rector  would  never  think  of  sending 
his  daughters  to  the  parish  school.  They  must  go  to  some  private 
school  «where  they  can  enjoy  superior  advantages.  In  Germany 
the  Volksschule  or  the  Elementary  school  is  for  the  children  of  the 
peasantry.  The  average  workmen  can  not  pay  the  fees  which  the 
government  exacts  of  those  who  attend  the  high  school  or  the  uni- 
versity. The  peasant  who  migrates  to  America  sees  in  our  free 
public  schools  the  avenue  through  which  his  children  can  gain  an 
entrance  to  the  upper  strata  of  social  life. 

The  question  is  sometimes  asked  why  tax  the  people  to  maintain 
*iigh  schools  for  the  children  of  the  rich.  If  only  the  children  of 
the  rich  did  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  our  high  school  in- 
struction. I  would  say:  Abolish  the  high  schools,  for  the  rich  man 
can  get  and  does  get  for  his  children  all  the  education  which  they 
will  take.  But  our  high  schools  are  supported  by  taxes  imposed 
upon  the  rich,  and  the  advanced  instruction  reaches  the  children  of 
the  masses  as  well  as  the  classes.  The  American  public  school  is 
in  reality  a  device  for  taxing  property  in  order  to  educate  the  child 
regardless  of  rank,  wealth  or  social  position.  Let  the  schools  of  a 
municipality  deteriorate,  and  the  rich  soon  begin  to  send  their  chil- 
dren to  the  private  schools  where  they  can  get  preparation  for 
Harvard  or  Yale  or  Princeton.  With  the  poor  man's  son  or  daugh- 
ter the  alternative  is  between  no  education  whatever  and  the  school- 
ing which  can  be  got  in  the  nearest  accessible  public  school.  To 
many  minds  the  sublimest  sights  which  are  now  witnessed  upon 
the  earth's  surface,  do  not  transpire  upon  the  field  of  battle,  but 
in  humble  homes  where  father  and  mother  and  sometimes  older 
brothers  and  sisters  toil  from  early  dawn  till  late  at  night  in  order 
that  some  talented  member  of  the  household  may  go  through  the 
high  school  and  the  college,  there  to  make  the  most  of  God-given 
talents.  What  a  shame  if  the  community  turns  such  sacrifice  to 
naught  by  supplying  poor  teachers  and  inadequate  instruction! 

THE  SCHOOL  BOARD  AND  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

The  schools  are  seriously  hampered  and  sometimes  absolutely 
crippled  by  the  duties  which  the  law  imposes  upon  the  directors 
when  they  voluntarily  assume  the  functions  of  health  officers.  It 
is  undoubtedly  a  mistake  to  mix  the  administration  of  the  schools 
w  ith  the  functions  of  a  Board  of  Health.  Funds  raised  by  taxation 
for  school  purposes  should  not  be  diverted  from  their  legitimate 
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use.  When  an  epidemic  like  small-pox  or  diphtheria  breaks  out 
amou*,'  the  school  children,  it  is  of  course,  the  duty  of  the  directors 
to  disinfec"^  the  school  house  and  to  take  the  necessary  precaution 
against  the  spread  of  disease.  But  Avhen  imported  laborers  who 
ai'e  in  no  way  connected  with  the  schools,  take  small-pox,  there 
should  be  a  way  to  take  care  of  them  that  will  not  cripple  the  schools 
for  several  years.  The  county  home  takes  care  of  the  patient  if 
it  can  not  be  done  in  any  other  way;  and  the  State  Board  of  Health 
should  take  charge  of  the  houses  to  be  quarantined.  If  the  State 
Board  can  not  attend  to  this  duty,  then  some  local  board  of  health 
should  be  created  other  than  the  school  boards.  School  directors 
now  give  their  time  to  the  public  service  without  compensation;  and 
their  fitness  to  serve  on  the  school  board  does  not  necessarily  fit 
them  to  be  health  officers.  It  is  fortunate  that  directors  are  not 
compelled  under  existing  laws  to  assume  the  functions  and  duties* 
of  health  officers,  but  may  of  their  own  accord  petition  the  courts 
for  power  to  act  as  a  local  board  of  health  when  any  contagious 
disease  becomes  epidemic. 

THE  STATE  APPROPRIATION. 

The  minimum  salary  law  brings  to  the  fore  an  important  problem 
which  must  be  faced  by  the  next  Legislature.  Upon  the  recommen- 
dation of  G/)vernor  Stone  the  Legislature  of  1901  restored  the  vetoed 
million  dollars  to  the  school  appropriation,  specifying  that  it  should 
be  paid  in  four  annual  instalments  of  a  quarter  million  dollars 
each.  This  raised  the  total  of  the  public  school  appropriation  to 
five  and  three-quarter  million  dollars.  The  appropriation  should  not 
be  reduced  below  that  figure;  otherwise  the  amount  awarded  to 
the  several  school  districts  must  be  diminished,  or  the  i)olicy  of 
free  tuition  to  those  preparing  to  teach  must  be  discontinued.  To 
adopt  the  latter  expedient  would  be  a  misfortune  indeed,  for  the 
efficiency  of  the  school  system  depends  upon  the  number  of  well 
trained  teachers.  Nor  would  it  be  wise  to  lower  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation  to  the  several  districts  at  a  time  when  many 
school  boards  are  struggling  with  the  minimum  salary  law.  In 
^^ew  of  these  facts  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  the  annual  ap- 
propriation to  the  schools  be  kept  at  the  present  sum  of  five  and 
three  quarter  million  dollars.  There  is  no  better  way  to  apply 
the  surplus  funds  now  in  the  State  Treasury. 

TOWNSHIP  HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

The  appropriation  in  aid  of  high  schools  has  greatly  stimulated 
the  establishment  of  township  high  schools.  The  number  entitled 
to  a  share  of  the  aid  for  last  year  is  one  hundred  sixtv-three.     The 
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work  is  attracting  young  men  and  women  who  have  taken  both  the 
Normal  school  and  the  college  course.  The  scholarship  of  these 
teachers  proves  an  incentive  to  others,  and  the  country  boys  now 
can  get  at  these  schools  instruction  which  will  directly  aid  them 
on  the  farm,  in  the  workshop  and  in  other  fields  of  activity.  There 
are,  of  course,  many  boroughs  who  are  equally  deserving  of  aid. 
Nevertheless  the  fact  that  these  get  no  aid  is  no  reason  why  the 
aid  to  township  high  schools  should  be  discontiued.  It  is  preferable 
that  a  good  work  be  partially  done  than  not  done  at  all. 

Many  of  these  high  schools  need  the  stimulus  of  inspection  and 
supervision  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  This  could 
be  made  possible  by  the  appointment  of  an  inspector  of  high  schools, 
clothed  with  the  powers  of  visitation  in  harmony  with  those  of 
the  county  superintendents.  He  could  stimulate  the  interest  in 
instruction  beyond  the  common  branches,  give  advice  when  needed, 
and  see  to  it  that  the  bounty  of  the  State  is  properly  applied. 

SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  last  vacation  three  summer  schools  were  conducted 
for  the  benefit  of  teachers,  one  on  Mount  Gretna  upon  the  grounds 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Chatauqua,  another  at  Naomi  Pines  upon  the 
Pocono  mountains,  and  the  third  at  Ebensburg  on  the  summit  of  the 
Allegheny  Mountains.  The  attendance  at  these  several  schools 
showed  that  for  the  present  at  least  thei-e  is  a  call  for  that  kind 
of  instruction.  The  superintendents  did  not  bring  pi-essure  upon 
the  teachers  to  go  to  these  schools.  If  encouragement  was  given 
in  any  direction,  it  was  to  have  the  teachers  go  to  the  greatest 
of  all  summer  schools  in  session  this  year — The  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  at  St.  Louis. 

The  aim  of  the  three  summer  schools  was  not  to  prepare  teach- 
ers for  examination,  but  rather  to  provide  the  instruction  which 
teachers  need  after  examinations  have  ceased  to  be  for  them  an 
ever  recurring  ordeal.  In  view  of  the  results  attained  it  is  recom- 
mended that  the  small  appropriation  in  aid  of  these  summer  assem- 
blies be  continued  for  further  trial  during  the  next  two  years. 

THE  SCHOOL  EXHIBIT  AT  ST.  LOUIS. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  June  28th  the  active  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Educational  Association  who  were  in  attendance  from  Penn- 
sylvania met  in  the  Pennsylvania  building  at  St.  Louis  and  organized 
by  electing  Supt.  G.  W.  Philips  of  Scranton,  President,  and  Supt. 
J.  Kelso  Green,  of  Cumberland  county,  as  Secretary. 

The  excellence  of  the  educational  exhibit  from  our  State  was 
discussed,  and  words  of  high  praise  were  accorded  to  Supt.  Ad- 
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dison  Jones  of  West  Chester  whose  untiring  energy  and  expert 
knowledge  as  an  educator  were  instrumental  in  gathering  and  ar- 
ranging the  exhibit.  A  resolution  was  passed  in  favor  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  permanent  school  exhibit  at  Harrisburg.  It  was 
believed  that  most  of  the  Pennsylvania  school  exhibits  now  at  the 
World's  Fair  could  be  secured  as  a  nucleus;  other  school  work 
could  subsequently  be  obtained  from  the  best  schools  of  the  State; 
and  as  the  schools  progressed,  new  work  could  be  collected  to  replace 
that  which  had  grown  out  of  date.  Persons  visiting  the  State 
Capitol  would  be  sure  to  visit  the  school  exhibit.  They  would  re- 
turn to  their  homes,  asking  why  their  own  schools  were  not  doing 
work  of  equal  excellence.  The  irritation  caused  by  such  compari- 
sons would  stimulate  school  work  throughout  the  entire  State. 
Superintendents  would  visit  the  exhibit;  directors  would  have  new 
reason  for  attending  the  meetings  of  the  State  Directors'  Associa- 
tions; and  even  pupils  would  take  greater  interest  in  visits  to  the 
State  Capitol. 

From  the  nature  of  the  case  comparatively  few  teachers  could 
visit  the  World's  Fair.  If  the  educational  exhibit  were  brought 
nearer  home,  many  could  study  its  excellencies  and  thus  derive 
benefits  from  the  money  and  effort  expended  at  St.  Louis. 

As  soon  as  the  several  departments  of  the  State  Government  are 
moved  to  their  new  quarters  in  the  Capitol  building,  there  will  be 
space  for  an  exhibit  of  Pennsylvania  industry  in  mines,  manufac- 
tures, agriculture  and  education.  Such  an  exhibit  would  stimulate 
State  pride  and  cause  new  activity  in  many  lines. 

PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORY. 

In  North  Carolina  one  day  in  each  school  year  is  devoted  to  the 
study  of  some  phase  of  local  or  State  history.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  Pennsylvania  has  too  many  school  holidays,  the  example 
of  North  Carolina  might  be  followed  with  profit.  Lessons  upon 
the  part  that  our  State  has  had  in  the  making  of  the  nation  could 
be  given  on  special  days  or  whenever  there  is  a  suitable  opportunity 
in  the  history  recitation.  Our  school  histories  have  been  written 
from  the  New  England  point  of  view,  and  no  one  blames  the  authors 
of  our  text  books  for  emphasizing  the  importance  of  the  achieve- 
ments of  men  from  their  own  section  of  the  Union.  In  this  respect 
the  Pennsylvania  schools  have  been  remiss  in  their  duty.  The  hall 
of  fame  in  the  State  Capitol  should  stimulate  anew  the  interest  of 
teachers  and  pupils  in  our  local  and  State  history. 

William  Penn  held  that  the  schools  should  lay  stress  upon  the 
arts  of  peace  rather  than  upon  the  art  of  war.  His  ideas  are  grad- 
ually permeating  the  public  mind.     The  recent  progress  of  inter- 
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national  arbitration  shows  that  he  was  two  hundred  years  in  ad- 
vance of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  History  should  be  so  taught 
as  not  only  to  glorify  the  deeds  of  Pennsylvania's  sons  alongside 
of  those  who  represent  other  states,  but  also  to  cause  our  people 
tf  value  peace  above  war;  and  as  a  result  of  the  lessons  in  history 
our  pupils  should  be  inclined  to  place,  in  the  hall  of  fame,  the  names 
of  the  jurists,  the  orators,  the  statesmen,  the  inventors,  the  authors, 
and  the  philanthropists  alongside,  if  not  above,  those  of  the  success- 
ful general  and  the  victorious  admiral. 

UNIVERSAL  EDUCATION. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  State  to  educate  all  its  children.  In  order 
that  this  may  be  accomplished  it  will  be  necessary  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  school  directors  in  several  directions. 

The  law  should  specifically  empower  directors  to  haul  children 
to  school  whenever  they  deem  it  expedient  to  do  so,  to  provide  a 
safe  escort  over  streams  and  along  railway  tracks,  and  in  other 
ways  to  bring  the  pupils  to  school  when  the  school  is  situated  too 
far  from  the  pupil.  There  should  be  a  law  definitely  compelling 
the  payment  of  the  pupil's  tuition  in  nearer  or  more  accessible 
schools  in  adjacent  districts  when  the  distance  to  the  nearest  school 
in  his  own  district  is  over  a  mil'^  and  a  half,  or  when  the  road  to 
said  school  is  impassible  during  a  portion  of  the  year.  The  direc- 
tors should  have  all  the  power  necessary  to  bring  all  the  children* 
to  school  by  conveyance  or  otherwise  when  this  end  can  not  be 
accomplished  in  the  usual  w^ay.  It  is  only  by  granting  to  the  direc- 
tors the  most  ample  powers  that  the  Legislature  can  succeed  in 
banishing  ignorance  and  illiteracy  from  the  Keystone  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATH-YN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT. 


Relating  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  School  Year 
Ending  June  6,  19U4 — Including  Philadelphia. 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,559 

Number  of  schools,   30,819 

Number  of  graded  schools, 18,621 

Number  of  township  high  schools, 16;i 

Number  of  superintendents,   146 

Number  of  male  teachers, 8,256 

Number  of  female  teachers, 23,969 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 32,225 

•Whole  number  of  directors,   .'. 16,270 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month, $49  11 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month, 35  50 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months, 7  83 

Whole  number  of  pupils, ^ 1,200,230 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance, 900.234 

Cost  of  school  houses — purchasing,  building,  renting, 

etc.,    $5,160,542  74 

Teachers'  wages, 12,978,040  96 

•Cost  of  school  text-books, 742,535  51 

Cost  of    school    supplies    other    than  text-books,  in- 
cluding maps,  globes,  etc.,  654^807  66 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses,     6,.537,637  99 

Total  expenditures, 26,073,564  86 

Special  or  deficiency  appropriation  for  the  school  year 

ending  June  6,  1904,   1250,000  00 

Regular   ajjpropriation    to    common   schools   for   the 

school  year  ending  June  6,  1904, 5,212,500  00 

Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  State 

Normal  schools  for  school  year  ending  June  6,  1904,  237,.500  00 

Appropriation  for  township  high  schools, 50,000  00 


'Philadelphia  not  included  in  this  Item. 
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Items  Compared  with  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year  Ending  June  1, 
lUOa.     (Including   Philadelphia.) 

Increase  in  number  of  districts, 14 

Increase  in  number  of  graded  schools,   Ill 

Increase  in  number  of  schools,   470 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers, 13 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers, 763 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers  per  mouth, $4  29 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  ....  1  39 

Decrease  in  length  of  school  term  in  months 49 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils,,   6,561 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages, $425,549  89 

Increase  in  cost  of  buildings,  purchasing  and  renting,  432,024  02 
Increase  in  cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  debts  and  in- 
terest paid,  790,906  25 


Condition  of  System,  not  Including  Philadelphia,  with  Comparisons. 

Number  of  districts, 2,558  Increase,  14 

Number  of  schools, 20,966  Increase,  383 

Number  of  pupils, 1,039.164  Increase,  3,968 

Average  daily  attendance,  764,119  Increase,  13,119 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  . .  .85 

Average  length  of  school 

term  in  months, .7.80  Decrease,  .28 

Number  of  male  teachers,  7,957  Decrease,  57 

Number  of  female  teach- 
ers,     20,415  Increase,  746 

Whole  number  of  teachers,  28,372  Increase,  689 

Average    salary    of    male 

teachers  per  month,  .  . .  $47  12  Increase,  ?2  35 

Average  salary  of  female 

teachers  per  month,  .  . .  :>5  01)_  Increase,  99 

Cost    of    school     supplies 

other  than  text-books,.  .  510,808  43  Increase,  40,457  r.l 

Teachers'  wages 10,303,035  43  Increase,  352,544  07 

Fuel  and  contingencies,  .  .  6,119,444  34  Increase,  733.232  27 

Cost  of  text-books, 742,535  51  Increase,  29,238  42 

Purchasing,    building   and 

repairing  houses, 3,675.240  :^0  Increase,  26,469  06 

Total  expenditures 21.351,064  01  Increase,  1,182,941  41 
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Average  number  of  mills 
levied  for  school  pur- 
poses,   

Average  number  of  mills 
levied  for  building 
purpose, 

Amount  of  tax  levied,  . . . 


5 . 85    Increase, 


1.52 
13,085,707  94 


Increase, 


.34 


914,528  34 


Philadelphia. 

Number  of  schools, 3,853 

Number  of  male  teachers, 299 

Number  of  female  teachers,  3,554 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $180  40 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, 62  42 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 161,066 

Average  attendance,   136;,115 

Teachers'  wages,  $2,675,005  53 

Cost  of  school  houses  and  repairs,  1,485,302  44 

Cost  of  books,  fuel,  stationery  and  contingencies,  ....  559,442  88 
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OF 


County  Superintendents, 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


It  aifords  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  the  schools  of  Adams 
county  have  made  commendable  progress  during  the  past  year, 
notv/ithstaudiug  the  weather  was  severe,  and  several  epidemics 
Avhich  cut  down  the  attendance  in  many  districts.  Generally  speak- 
ing, pupils  were  diligent,  teachers  earnest  and  faithful,  directors 
loyal  and  patrons  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools. 

The  forty-ninth  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Xavier 
Hall,  Gettysburg,  November  23  to  27,  10U3.  Day  instruction  was 
given  by  Dr.  Henry  llouck,  of  Harrisburg;  Dr.  Martin  G.  Brum- 
baugh, of  Philadelphia;  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  of  Lewisburg;  Dr.  E. 
Oram  Lyte,  of  Millersville;  Dr.  Jos.  F.  Barton,  of  Shippensburg, 
and  Dr.  E.  T.  JelTers,  of  York;  Dr.  Philip  M.  Bikle,  of  Gettysburg, 
delivered  the  address  of  welcome.  Evening  lectures  were  given  by 
Dr.  Brumbaugh  and  Spillman  Riggs.  Musical  and  literary  enter- 
tainments were  furnished  by  the  Carnival  Entertainers,  ''Roney's 
Boys"  Concert  Company  and  Brockway  Jubilee  Singers.  All  the 
teachers  of  the  county  with  one  exception  were  in  attendance. 
We  continue  to  use  the  self-reporting  system,  which  is  entirely 
satisfactory.  The  instruction  was  interesting  as  well  as  inspir- 
ing. All  sessions  were  largely  attended  and  in  order  to  accommo- 
date all  persons  seeking  admittance  on  Thursday  the  institute  was 
divided  into  two  sections,  one  meeting  in  the  court  house  and  the 
other  in  the  hall. 

The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  school  directors  was  held 
in  the  court  house,  Gettysburg,  Saturday,  January  10,  11)04.  Ninety- 
four  directors  fvere  in  attendance,  besides  many  citizens.  The  fol- 
lowing topics  were  discussed:  "The  township  high  school;"  "The 
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Compulsory  School  Law;"  ''Are  There  too  Many  Subjects  Taught  in 
the  Kural  Schools;"  "How  Should  Teachers'  Salaries  be  Graded?" 
Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart,  of  Harrisburg,  delivered  a  spirited  address. 
The  following  officers  were  elected:  Kev.  J.  D.  W.  Deardorff,  of 
Mount  Joy.  president;  U.  D.  Bream,  of  (.'nmberland,  and  S.  P. 
Stover,  of  Franklin,  vice  president;  H.  F.  Slanibaugh,  of  Berwick 
borough,  secretary,  and  C.  II.  Ruff,  of  Gettysburg,  treasurer.  H.  F. 
Stanibaugh  represented  the  association  at  Hie  State  Directors' 
Convention,  which  met  at  llarrisburg. 

The  third  annual  teachers'  meetings  were  held  the  last  week  in 
August  at  York  Springs,  Biglerville,  Fairfield,  Cashtown,  New  Ox- 
ford, Hampton,  Littleslown  and  Gettysburg.  These  meetings  were 
attended  by  1G9  teachers  and  a  few  directors. 

Annual  commencement  exercises  were  held  at  Gettysburg,  Littles- 
town  and  East  Berlin.  Dr.  Jacob  Clutz  addressed  the  graduates 
of  the  Gettysburg  high  school;  Dr.  Bahn,  at  Littlestown,  and  the 
County  Superintendent  at  East  Berlin.  The  exercises  at  all  three 
places  were  of  a  high  order  of  excellence.  Commencement  exer- 
cises were  also  observed  at  Hampton.  There  were  three  graduates 
— two  boys  and  one  girl — who  acquitted  themselves  creditably. 
Mount  Joy  township  held  its  first  commencement,  March  2G,  at 
Two  Taverns.  The  graduates  numbered  four — two  girls  and  two 
boys.  The  exercises  were  pronounced  a  success  by  an  appreciative 
audience. 

.  The  annual  examination  of  pupils  of  the  public  schools  who  com- 
pleted the  course  of  study  was  conducted  at  Gettysburg,  March  12. 
Fifty-two  pupils  passed  the  examination  very  satisfactorily  and 
received  the  common-school  diploma.  Many  of  these  pupils  will 
continue  their  studies  in  the  public  schools  and  in  higher  institu- 
tions. 

Local  institutes  were  more  generally  held  this  year  than  ever 
before.  Great  interest  was  manifested  everywhere.  The  large 
assemblies  at  some  meetings  indicated  an  increased  interest  in 
school  work  that  was  very  encouraging.  Many  practical  sugges- 
tions were  given  by  the  teachers. 

During  the  past  year  all  the  schools  were  visited,  some  visited 
the  second  time.     Fourteen  examinations  were  held. 

Our  poorest  work  is  the  teaching  of  elementary  reading.  In 
the  near  future  a  system  will  be  introduced  which  will  give  the 
child — if  properly  presented — the  key  to  the  language  so  that,  no 
matter  how  soon  he  leaves  school,  his  ability  to  read  will  be  as- 
sured. Teach  a  child  to  read  and  you  have  done  more  to  insure  his 
success  and  happiness  in  life  than  in  any  other  one  thing  you  can 
do  for  him. 
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It  i«  jjjratifvinj?  to  state  that  an  unusiiall.v  larj^c  uiiinbor  of  our 
toacliers  are  attending  school  in  order  to  better  qualify  themselves 
for  their  work. 

TTamiltonban  school  directors  divided  the  Fountain  Dale  district 
and  built  a  frame  house,  twenty-four  by  thirty  feet,  ceiling  ten  feet, 
wainscoted  three  feet  high,  supplied  with  slate  surface  and  fur- 
nished with  patent  desks.  The  entire  cost  of  building  was  ^G75. 
A  new  porch  was  added  to  the  Mt.  Pleasant  building  and  the  house 
at  Orrtanna  received  a  fresh  coat  of  paint. 

Mount  Joy  district  put  cupolas  and  bells  on  the  Spangler  and 
White  Run  houses,  and  enlarged  the  grounds  at  White  Run. 

Freedom  erected  a  porch  and  bell  tower  and  bored  a  well  at  Mc- 
Ilhenny's. 

The  Locust  Grove  house,  in  Menallen  township,  was  re-roofed  and 
re-painted  inside  and  outside.  The  Oak  Grove  and  Pleasant  Valley 
houses  were  furnished  with  new  stoves.  Fairmount  and  West 
Point  were  i)ainted.  All  the  houses  were  supplied  with  a  com- 
plete set  of  outline  maps.  Butler  laid  a  new  floor  and  placed  new 
stoves  in  two  houses.  The  Grape  Vine  house  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  December.     A  new  house  will  be  built  on  the  old  foundation. 

Mount  Pleasant  township  inijiroved  the  Sweet  ITome  house.  New 
coal  bins  were  ])laced  at  two  houses. 

Hampton,  Ind.,  school  house  was  furnished  with  slate  surface. 

The  Iluntingdon  school  board  placed  a  new  stove  in  one  of  the 
rooms  at  Idaville  and  built  a  new  porch  at  Wilts. 

York  Springs  repaired  the  porches  and  otherwise  improved  the 
building. 

Germany  put  a  new  floor  in  one  house  and  oiled  the  floors  in  all 
of  its  houses. 

Latimore  district  placed  a  new  floor  in  the  house  at  Harbold's 
and  a  new  stove  in  the  Wolford  house. 

McSherrystown  borough  improved  its  school  building  by  erecting 
an  annex,  which  is  equijjped  with  water  closets  and  lavatories. 
Sixty  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  library  by  the  high  school. 

A  beautiful  lawn  surrounds  the  new  public  school  building  at 
Littlestown. 

It  is  my  sad  duty  to  report  the  death  of  two  directors  and  one 
teacher.  Mr.  John  M.  Scholl,  of  Berwick  township,  and  Mr.  Benja- 
min B.  FTardy,  of  Bendersville  borough.  In  their  death  the  school 
boards  of  which  they  were  metubers  for  a  number  of  years  lost 
active  directors. 

'  Miss  Anna  C.  Schwartz,  a  teacher  of  Mt.  Joy  township,  passed 
to  her  reward  March  21,  1001.  Miss  Schwartz  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Shijjpensburg  Normal  School  in  the  class  of  1804.     She  was  a  most 
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successful  teacher  ami  greatly  loved  by  all  her  pupils.     A  splendid 
record  of  work  well  done  in  our  schools  follows  her. 

I  desire  to  expr*\ss  my  thanks  to  teachers,  directors,  citizens  and 
to  all  who  aided  rae  in  mv  official  labors. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Sam'l  namilton. 


In  reviewing;  the  work  of  the  past  year  we  are  justified  in  saying 
that  it  was  both  vigorous  and  prosperous.  There  was  no  lack  of 
aim,  energy  or  edge  in  effort,  and  to  outward  appearances  it  was 
effective.  There  were  some  weak  spots  here  and  there,  but  in  edu- 
cational interest  and  philosnpliic  effort  the  work  was.  at  least, 
as  good  as  that  of  former  years. 

The  attendance  this  year  was  better  than  last.  This  was  due 
to  two  causes:  First,  we  were  not  entirely  free  from  contagious 
diseases,  but  they  were  less  prevalent  than  during  the  preceding 
year.  Second,  many  boards,  by  reason  of  the  affidavit  required  this 
year,  vrere  more  careful  in  enforcing  the  compulsory  attendance 
law.  If  the  affidavit  were  in  a  separate  foi'm  in  the  report,  and 
required  from  each  district  certain  data  it  would  be  a  much  greater 
instrument  for  good.  Indeed,  under  the  act,  such  a  report  could  be 
required  with  the  affidavit  as  would  lift  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  above  the  farcical  and  pharisaical  efforts  made  in  some  districts. 
A  positive  oath  to  a  specific  statement  of  facts  would  require  most 
presidents  either  to  resign  or  to  enforce  the  act.  A  general  affi- 
davit, to  matters  more  or  less  vague  and  indefinite,  is  easily 
straddled. 

•^Owv  teachers  are,  upon  the  whole,  well  qualified  for  the  work. 
They  are  energetic,  earnest,  faithful  and  efficient.  Perhaps  no 
county  in  the  State  has  a  body  of  teachers  more  capable  and  more 
zealous  than  ours.  But  we  have  some  poor  teachers,  too.  The 
number  is  not  large,  but  it  is  worthy  of  notice.  They  take  little 
interest  in  their  work  and  less  in  their  T>rofession.  They  do  not 
read  a  professional  book  or  an  educational  pajjcr — perhaps  not  even 
a  daily.  Their  theory  may  be  that  an  arc  light  is  of  little  use  to 
the  blind.  They  are  looking  backward,  not  forward.  They  are  in 
a  state  of  professional  disintegration.  They  do  not  seem  to  realize 
that  arrested  development  is  followed  by  decay,  and  decay  by  death. 
They  are  resting,  and  while  they  rest  they  rust.  And  strange  as 
it  may  seem,  they  hold  the  higher  grade  certificates.  That  paper 
was  once  the  goal  of  their  ambitions.  They  succeeded.  But  suc- 
cess is  sometimes  dangerous,  often  fatal.  The  moth  may  reach  the 
candle. 
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With  the  t'XtepLiuu  ol  a  few  Bchools  our  pupila  made  commend- 
able efforts.  But  there  is  a  tendency  in  some  localities  to  regard 
old-fashioned  work  as  out  of  date.  People  want  their  children 
swept  along,  hurried  along,  carried  along,  by  some  easy,  effortless, 
timeless  method.  They  regard  education  as  a  sort  of  hand-me-down 
garment  that  may  be  purchased  for  a  tritie  and  parcelled  up  while 
they  wait.  They  fail  to  see  that  effort  educates,  and  that  nothing 
else  does;  that  teachers,  schools,  books  and  recitations  are  valu- 
able only  as  they  stimulate  and  direct  the  individual  effort  of  the 
child.     Each  plays  its  part,  but  it  is  the  effort  only  that  educates. 

Our  rm-al  schools  are  not  keeping  pace  with  the  graded  schools. 
This  tendency,  we  believe,  is  not  confined  to  our  county  alone  but 
to  all  rural  communities.  The  rural  school  of  to-day  is  defective. 
It  must  be  strengthened  along  three  specific  lines.  First,  it  must 
interest  and  hold  the  advanced  pupil  for  a  longer  period.  iSecond, 
it  must  give  a  more  extended  and  complete  general  education. 
Third,  it  must  give  the  child  at  least  some  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
ments of  agriculture  and  of  modern  science.  Formerly,  the  pupil 
remained  for  one  or  two  years'  work  after  the  age  of  seventeen. 
Now  he  rarely  attends  after  he  is  thirteen.  This  is  a  great  source 
of  weakness  to  the  rural  school  to-day,  for  one  year's  training  after 
seventeen  is  more  valuable  to  the  pupils  than  two  years'  work 
before  thirteen.  Then  the  horizon  of  modern  science  has  been 
greatly  enlarged  in  recent  years,  and  modern  conditions  absolutely 
demand  that  the  child  from  the  farm  shall  have  at  least  an  element- 
ary knowledge  of  it,  including  the  elements  of  agriculture. 

The  rural  community  needs  better  teachers — more  of  them  men — 
better  salaries,  consolidated  schools,  townshiij  high  schools.  It 
needs  the  vitalizing,  educational  and  social  infiuences  of  the  old- 
time  spelling  match,  the  singing  school,  the  literary  society  and 
the  township  institute. 

Never  during  our  administration  have  there  been  more  interest  and 
zeal  manifested  in  the  professional  work  of  the  county  than  last 
year.  We  attended  in  all  ninety-one  educational  meetings.  Our 
work  was  somewhat  systematized  and  centralized  at  one  important 
point.  We  studied  the  recitation  from  its  various  standi»oints,  and 
the  discussion  of  it  at  the  numerous  meetings  was  more  practical 
and  helpful  than  any  similar  work  yet  accomplished. 

New  buildings  were  erected  in  Chartiers,  iStowe,  Munhall,  North 
Braddock,  Clairton,  Swissvale,  Olassport,  Sterrett,  Turtle  Gi*eek, 
Wilkinsburg,  Braddock  and  Avalou.  These  buildings  ranged  in 
cost  from  $lM),UO()  to  §lli(),U()(),  and  all  are  modern  in  plan  and  equip- 
ment. 

During  ihe  year  four  new  districts  were  formed,  three  boroughs 
and    one    tnunsliip.     Last    y»ur    the   a<ldition    was   seven    districts 
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Thousands  of  acres  of  real  estate  have  been  laid  off  in  building 
lots  in  the  suburban  districts,  and  in  a  short  time  many  of  thera 
will  be  improved.  In  view  of  the  rapid  growth  of  our  population 
in  the  past,  and  the  prospects  for  its  continuance  in  the  future,  it 
is  evident  that  the  efforts  of  one  superintendent  to  keep  pace  with 
the  work  are  entirely  inadequate.  Something  should  be  done  to 
give  the  desired  and  necessary  aid. 


ARMSTKOXG  COUXTY— J.  O.  Wolfe. 


The  educational  progress  during  the  past  year  will,  I  believe,  com- 
pare favorably  with  that  of  preceding  years.  Judging  from  the  in- 
creased interest  manifested  at  our  directors'  convention,  at  our 
teachers'  institute  and  at  the  different  local  institutes  and  educa- 
tional meetings  held  throughout  the  count}-  during  the  school  year, 
on  the  part  of  directors  and  teachers,  and  of  the  citizens  and  pa- 
trons of  the  schools,  and  also  b^'  the  zeal  and  energy  displayed  iu 
the  school  room  by  many  of  our  teachers  in  their  endeavors  to  faith- 
fully discharge  the  duties  pertaining  to  their  responsible  positions, 
leads  me  to  believe  that  our  schools  have  been  rapidly  advancing 
along  all  educational  lines. 

The  increase  of  teachers'  salaries,  the  retaining  of  teachers  who 
havt?  proved  themselves  efficient  and  successful,  the  general  im- 
provment  of  school  houses,  both  in  the  building  of  new  and  in  the 
repairing  of  the  old,  the  beautifying  of  school  rooms  and  school 
grounds  by  directors  and  teachers,  the  disposition  to  lengthen  the 
school  term,  the  encouraging  of  our  young  teachers  to  attend 
Normal  Schools,  where  they  may  be  better  fitted  for  their  work,  and 
the  amount  of  reading  and  study  which  has  been  done  by  all  classes, 
seem  to  me  to  be  sufficient  evidence  that,  educationally,  we  are 
moving  rapidly  and  triumphantly  onward. 

Five  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  one  in  Brady's 
Bend  township,  one  in  Madison,  one  in  Red  Bank,  one  in  Valley  and 
one  two-roomed  house  in  South  Bethlehem  borough. 

All  of  these  houses  are  neat  and  substantial  buildings  and  have 
beeji  supplied  with  modern  furniture. 

Of  the  teachers  employed  120  were  males  and  237  females.  Six 
were  graduates  of  colleges,  53  of  normal  schools,  41  have  permanent 
certificates  and  34  held  professional  certificates.  Of  the  number 
who  held  provisional  certificates,  53  have  attended  normal  schools 
and  128  have  attended  academies.     The  others  were  educated  in  the 
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commou  schools  an<l  the  j;i'oat  school  of  experience,  a  number  of 
whom  are  amonj'-  onr  best  ami  most  successful  teachers. 

I  held,  durinj;-  the  year,  twenty  public  examinations  and  several 
specials.  I  examined  3G3  applicants,  {granted  20  professional  and 
290  provisional  certiticates  and  i-ejected  Tt'S  applicants. 

The  eighth  grade  examination  was  held  throughout  the  county 
on  the  26th  of  March;  86  applicants  were  examined,  56  of  whom  re- 
ceived diplomas  and  30  received  grades  only. 

The  first  directors'  convention  under  the  act  requiring  them  to  be 
held  separate  from  county  institute,  was  held  in  the  court  house  in 
Kittanning  on  December  3;  11.5  directors  were  enrolled.  A  number 
of  interesting  topics  were  discussed  and  the  meeting  was  one  of 
much  interest  to  all  present.  Orr  Buffington,  Esq.,  of  Kittanning, 
was  chosen  president  of  the  association;  Hon.  G.  W.  ^IcXees,  sec- 
retary, and  Mr.  Hugh  Gallaher,  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  held  December  21  to  25  and  was  in 
every  way  a  success.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Lincoln  HuUey,  Hon. 
John  Q.  Stewart,  Prof.  Preston  W.  Search,  Mrs.  E.  Xorine  Law  and 
Prof.  E.  R.  Mason.  The  evening  course  was  as  follows:  "Music  in 
the  Fatherland,"  Prof.  Search;  ''The  Fiddle  and  The  Bow,"  ex -Gov- 
ernor Robert  L.  Taylor;  the  Koney's  Boys  Concert  Company,  and 
''Growing  Up  and  Growing  Old,"  by  Hon.  Levin  L  Handy.  Ex- 
Judge  James  B.  Neale,  of  Kittanning.  delivered  a  short  but  inter- 
esting address  introducing  Gov.  Taylor,  which  proved  to  be  the  last 
public  speech  of  his  life,  as  ten  days'  later  he  died  very  suddenly 
of  heart  failure. 

T  attended  eleven  educational  meetings  in  the  county,  also  the 
convention  of  superintendents  and  principals  in  Pittsburg,  the  Alle- 
gheny county  and  the  Jetferson  county  teachers'  institutes,  and 
assisted  as  one  of  the  examiners  at  the  Slippery  Rock  Normal 
School. 

I  visited  232  schools,  a  number  of  them  twice  but,  owing  to  the 
early  break-up  of  the  roads  and  the  very  bad  condition  of  the 
roads  and  biidges  occasioned  by  Hoods,  I  was  compelled  to  abandon 
the  most  distant  country  districts.  Of  the  schools  visited  I  found 
almost  all  of  them  in  good  condition,  and  the  teachers  doing  good 
work.  There  weri\  however,  as  in  former  years,  a  fi'W  who  were 
not  doing  satisfactory  work  and  others  who  might  have  done  better 
work  if  th(»  condition  of  the  rooms  and  surroundings  had  been 
dilTerent.  Taking  everything  into  consideralion,  they  did  the  In'st 
they  could. 

In  conclusion.  I  wish  \o  thank  the  membei's  of  the  Dei»artmcnt 
for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  me  during  the  year.  Also,  the 
many  kind  fi'iends  among  the  patrons,  directors  and  teachers  who 
so  genei'onsly  ojkmh'iI   thcii"  doors   to  nu'  during  my  tour  of  visita- 
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tions,  and  to  aii^  aud  all  who  have  in  any  way  lent  a  helping  hand 
or  given  an  encouraging  word,  not  only  to  myself  but  to  the  teachers 
who  so  much  need  the  encouragement  so  often  denied  them  in  their 
daily  labors  in  the  school  room. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— C.  A.  Moore. 


After  the  examinations  were  held  we  began  the  real  work  of  the 
school  year  by  holding  a  two-day  institute  on  August  18  and  19. 
The  talks  at  these  meetings  were  given  by  local  talent,  and  were 
upon  subjects  pertaining  to  everyday  work  in  the  schools.  The 
following  topics  constituted  the  program  at  our  last  meeting:  "Il- 
lustrative Geography,"  "Technical  Grammar,"  "First  Impressions," 
"General  Laws  of  Teaching,"  "Easy  Steps  in  Arithmetic,"  "Content 
with  Set  Tasks,"  "Spelling,"  "Proportion,"  "The  Art  of  Question- 
ing," "The  Recitation,"  "Writing,"  "The  Relative  Importance  of  the 
Various  Parts  of  Arithmetic." 

About  lOU  teachers  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
gaining  help  and  inspiration  by  attending  the  meeting.  Fourteen 
other  institutes,  including  our  monthly  meetings  in  the  Educational 
Office,  were  held  during  the  year. 

Eleven  of  our  teachers  are  college  graduates,  30  are  graduates  of 
normal  schools,  40  hold  permanent  certificates  and  50  professional 
certificates.  Eighty-seven  have  taught  five  or  more  years  and  58 
had  no  previous  experience.  There  were  58  male  and  202  female 
teachers.     The  teaching  generally  was  better  than  in  former  years. 

Sickness,  especially  small-pox,  interfered  greatly  in  a  few  dis- 
tricts, and  the  expense  was  very  burdensome  in  Rochester,  Ro- 
chester township,  Bridgewater,  Monaca,  Moon,  Harmony,  Pulaski 
and  Daugherty  townships. 

A  fine  brick  building  of  eight  rooms  was  erected  in  Freedom.  A 
temporary  building  was  built  in  Baden  to  take  the  place  of  one 
burned  during  the  summer,  but  an  elegant  brick  of  four  rooms  will 
be  completed  in  time  for  the  opening  of  next  term.  Two  new 
buildings  of  eight  rooms  eafh  are  under  construction  in  Harmony 
township  and  will  be  occupied  as  soon  as  completed. 

The  directors  were  called  together  August  19  and  organized 
a  "directors  association"  by  electing  Prof.  C.  A.  Simonton  presi- 
dent, J.  D.  Carey  and  Charles  Wallower  vice  jjresidents,  G.  D.  Pugh 
secretary  and  Harry  J.  Boyde  treasurer.  The  attendance  was  not 
large,  but  the  meeting  was  full  of  interest.  Had  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  who  voted  for  the  act  establishing  directors'  asso- 
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oiations  shown  a  disposition  to  give  to  others  as  willingly  as  they 
are  to  receive,  so  that  a  director  would  at  least  have  his  expenses 
paid,  more  largely  attended  meetings  could  be  held.  It  is  unreason- 
able to  expect  directors  to  spend  several  days  during  their  busiest 
season  in  the  interests  of  the  schools  and  get  nothing  for  all  their 
trouble  except  censure  from  an  unthinking  public  if  things  do  not 
go  right.  There  is  no  more  reason  why  a  scliool  director  should  give 
his  time  and  energy  gratis  than  a  preacher,  a  teacher  or  a  physician. 

The  number  of  aj)plicnnta  for  certificates  was  smaller  than  in 
former  years,  necessitating  our  giving  a  few  certificates  of  a  low 
grade  in  order  that  all  our  schools  might  be  filled. 

In  several  districts  the  salary  was  materially  increased,  which  en- 
abled the  directors  to  get  the  best  of  our  teachers. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— J.  Anson  Wright. 


The  vear  iust  closed,  while  not  marked  by  manv  features  of  an 
exceptional  character,  was  less  marred  than  were  some  of  its  prede- 
cessors by  variations  from  the  prevailing  standard  of  honest,  effici- 
ent and  creditable  school  work.  A  considerable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  resignations  by  teachers  is  one  of  the  evidences  of  this 
characteristic  of  the  year's  work.  On  every  hand  was  to  be  ob- 
served a  steady  and  unpretentious,  but  earnest  and  faithful,  dis- 
charge of  duty,  which  is  more  productive  of  substantial  progress 
than  more  spectacular  but  less  thorough  and  persistent  efforts  are 
likely  to  be.  This  being  the  last  year  preceding  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  minimum  salary  law  recently  enacted,  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  during  the  past  five  years  the  average  monthly  salary  of 
teachers  in  this  county,  reckoning  by  districts,  has  increased  from 
$32.57  to  $.38.40  for  male  teachers,  and  froui  $27.00  to  $20.20  for 
female  teachers,  while,  counting  by  individuals,  the  average  has 
risen  from  $29.51  to  .$32.02.  in  the  case  of  male  teachers,  and  from 
$27.54  to  $20.44  in  the  case  of  female  teachers,  the  advance  having 
been  gradual  and  without  interruption  dui-ing  the  piM'iod  men- 
tioned. Attention  is  called  to  this  fact  b(>cause.  though  the  in- 
crease was  not  large,  it  was  still  an  advance  and  one  that  grew 
greater  each  year,  while  it  was  occasioned  by  voluntary  acti<Mi  on 
the  part  of  our  directors.  The  average  salary  of  male  tea<'hers, 
reckoning  by  individuals,  is  still  !"*2.0S  below  the  minimum  of  .$35.00 
now  fixed  by  law,  and  that  of  female  teachers  is  $5.50  below  the 
same  standard,  from  which  fact  it  may  be  seen  what  the  new  salary 
law  will  do  in  that  respect  for   Ihis  county.     Tn  the  same  jx'riod 
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of  time  the  pi-rceutaj^e  of  tejuhers  boldiug  certificates  higher  than 
a  provisional  increased  gradually  from  32  per  cent,  to  3G  per  cent., 
the  number  of  teachers  holding  the  higher  grade  of  certificates 
having  risen  from  112  to  126,  while  the  number  of  those  holding 
a  provisional  fell  from  229  to  223.  The  county  being  somewhat 
isolated  from  the  State  Normal  Schools  and  other  higher  institu- 
tions of  learning,  gains  in  the  standard  of  scholarship  and  pro- 
fessional training  among  our  teachers,  however  slight,  are  noted 
with  special  pleasure.  Civil  government  and  algebra  were  taught 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  all  but  four  of  the  districts  of  the 
county,  the  number  of  schools  that  included  one  or  both  of  these 
branches  in  the  curriculum  being  135.  These  subjects  were  re- 
quired this  year  of  the  pupils  who  took  the  examination  for  gradua- 
tion from  the  common  schools.  Forty-nine  pupils  of  the  county, 
representing  twenty-one  different  districts,  creditably  passed  exam- 
ination in  the  course  as  extended  and  received  diplomas,  in  the 
new  form,  testifying  to  the  fact,  this  number  not  including  the 
graduates  of  the  borough  schools,  who  followed  special  courses. 
We  need  only  to  reflect  upon  the  superior  advantages  afforded  by 
the  schools  of  to-day  as  compared  v.ith  those  of  ten  or  fifteen 
years  ago  to  remind  us  that  our  graduates  may  reasonably  be 
expected  not  only  to  be  more  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  common 
branches,  but  to  graduate  in  a  somewhat  higher  course  than  was 
required  when  the  system  of  graduation  was  first  instituted.  In 
adding  thus  to  the  course,  however,  our  greatest  cause  of  hesitation 
lay  in  the  fear  of  exceeding  the  limit  of  what  may,  in  fairness,  be 
expected  of  one-room  ungraded  schools.  As  to  the  attendance 
record,  the  prevalence  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  in  several 
sections  of  the  county  greatly  reduced  the  averages,  while  at  Ev- 
errett  the  schools  were  closed  for  a  considerable  time  on  account  of 
small-pox. 

Anyone  Mho  has  noted  the  character  of  the  school  buildings 
erected  in  the  county  recently  has  hardly  failed  to  observe  that 
progress  is  being  made  in  the  structure  and  the  equipment,  and 
occasionally  in  the  architectural  features  of  our  school  houses. 
This  advancement,  however,  is  more  pronounced  in  villages  than 
in  the  country.  Two  of  the  houses  built  in  Broad  Top  last  year  are 
provided  with  steam  heating  apparatus,  means  of  ventilation,  cloak 
room,  wall  book-cases,  moulding  upon  which  pictures  may  be  hung, 
tinted  walls,  library  room,  lavatories  and  sanitary  water  closets. 
The  four  one-room  houses  built  during  the  year  just  ended,  one  in 
Mann,  one  in  Bloomfield,  one  in  Kimmell  and  one  in  South  Wood- 
bury, are  neat  and  substantial  structures,  well  painted,  with  suf- 
ficient window  space,  slate  boards  and  patent  furniture.  Yet,  on 
the  part  of  the  county  as  a  wliole.  there  is  great  need  to  look  to  the 
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architectural  features  of  school  buildin.us.  Supt.  Stetsou,  of  Maine, 
observes  that  "there  is  jjreater  need  of  a  finely  modeled  school 
edifice  in  a  rural  section  than  in  a  city.  In  the  latter  there  are  so 
many  beautiful  houses,  churches  and  other  bnildiui^s  that  addi- 
tional examples  are  of  less  moment."  In  the  case  of  houses  al- 
ready built  and  lackinjj:  the  commonest  conveniences  and  the  sim- 
plest marks  of  adornment,  a  vast  improvement  may  be  made  by  the 
liberal  use  of  hatchet  and  nails  and  the  application  of  paint,  wall 
paper  and  the  like.  A  few  buildincs  recently  remodeled  and  im- 
proved came  under  the  notice  of  the  superintendent  durinc:  the  past 
winter.  A  neat  porch  had,  in  some  instances,  been  added,  the 
window-facimzs,  the  wainscotincc  and  the  entire  exterior  had  been 
painted,  the  walls  had  been  papered,  the  worn  and  scarred  seats 
had  been  planed  and  restained,  the  jjrounds  had  been  cleared  and 
a  jreneral  improvement  had  been  effected  that  made  a  decided  im- 
pression npon  the  visitor  and  must  have  furnished  a  constant  source 
of  satisfaction  and  comfort  to  both  teacher  and  pupils.  At  the  very 
least,  before  the  schools  open  in  the  fall,  the  board  should  have  the 
houses  thoroutrhly  scrubbed  and  washed,  all  repairs  attended  to  and 
the  rrrounds,  if  not  beautified,  then  cleared  of  the  summer's  jjrowth 
of  gfrass.  weeds  and  brush.  The  day  is  cominix.  too.  when  schoot\_ 
g:rounds  will  never  cover  less  than  an  acre  in  area,  when  they  will  be 
graded,  laid  out  with  walks,  artistically  set  with  trees,  plants, 
flowers  and  shrubbery,  the  picture  effect  bein.cr  prominent,  and 
when  citizens,  teacher  and  pupils  will  ex])erience  the  pleasure  and 
learn  the  lessons  which  the  maintenance  of  such  conditions  will 
afford.  The  school  should  be  the  pride  of  the  community  in  wliirh 
it  is  located.  The  buildings  should  be  models  of  architectural 
beanty  and  the  jrronnds  should  be  the  expression  of  a  cultivate^^^ 
artistic  taste. 

During:  the  past  term,  as  in  the  precedinjj  one,  we  strove  to  en- 
list the  interest  of  teachers  in  the  effort  to  place  durinc:  the  year 
at  least  one  new  and  appropriate  picture  on  the  walls  of  every 
school  room  in  the  county.  The  jjood  results  of  this  movement 
are  becoming  more  and  more  apparent.  In  some  instances  rooms 
have  been  fully  supplied  with  handsome  pictures.  In  most  cases 
but  one  picture  was  procured.  Some  of  the  teachers  observed 
the  birthdays  of  prominent  men,  as  Washins^ton,  Loncrfellow  or 
Lincoln,  by  appropriate  exercises,  in  the  course  of  which  the  suit- 
ably framed  portrait  of  the  ])erson  lionored  was  unveiled.  In  this 
connection  it  should  ho  said  that  invariably  the  pictures  purchased 
should  have  an  educational  value,  and  their  art  features,  or  their 
historical  sicrnificance,  or  their  life  lesson,  or  all  combined,  should 
be  impressed  upon  the  pupils.  ITandsome  reproductions  of  classic 
works  of  art  ean  be  obtainiMl  now  a-davs  at  triflin'X  cost.     Onlv  such 
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pictures  should  be  procured  as  will  have  a  wholesorrte  influence  on 
the  child.  At  all  events,  the  cheap,  gaudy  and  inartistics  painting 
or  engraving  should  be  put  under  the  ban.  Again,  to  have  too 
many  pictures  is  poorer  taste  than  to  have  too  few.  Let  us  not 
grow  weary  in  this  good  work.  It  has  long  been  our  conviction  that 
art,  so  far  as  the  public  school  may  properly  be  supposed  to  teach 
and  cultivate  it,  incidentally  or  otherwise,  has  been  too  much  neg- 
lected. The  world's  marvelous  beauty  is  seen  by  too  few  of  us. 
The  aesthetic  sense  is  too  often  undeveloped.  No  phase  of  a  child's 
better  nature  can  be  disregarded  without  circumscribing  that  child's 
views  and  limiting  his  possibilities. 

A  judicious  selection  of  reference  books,  literary  works  and  chil- 
dren's stories  suited  to  the  different  ages  and  grades  of  pupils 
and  to  the  school  as  a  whole  is  an  essential  part  of  the  equipment 
of  every  school.  A  due  proportion  of  the  different  kinds  of  books 
should  be  observed  and  maintained,  whether  the  collection  be  large 
or  small.  It  should  contain  books  of  value  and  interest  for  the 
youngest  as  well  as  the  oldest  pupil  so  that  it  may  be  helpful  to 
the  entire  school.  The  highest  value  of  literary  training  at  school 
is  manifest  when  a  pupil  has  learned  to  be  a  careful,  thoughtful, 
discriminating,  yet  eager,  reader  after  school  life  is  past.  However 
useful  a  library  may  be  to  a  pupil  while  at  school  its  influence  in 
making  him  a  reader  and  a  learner  throughout  his  whole  after- 
school  life  is  infinitely  greater.  Activity  in  procuring  school  li- 
braries was  marked  in  certain  sections  of  the  county  during  the 
year,  though  it  was  confined  to  only  a  limited  number  of  schools 
and  mainly  to  teachers  and  pupils  who,  having  already  started  a 
library  and  experienced  its  benefits,  renewed  their  efforts  this  year 
and  made  valuable  additions  to  their  collections.  It  is  thought 
to  be  an  aim  worthy  of  every  teacher  and  friend  of  education  in 
the  county  to  have  every  one  of  our  schools  supplied  with  a  good 
library.  Po  far  we  have  mnde  but  a  beginning  in  this  direction. 
Outside  of  the  boroughs  only  twelve  districts  have  school  libraries, 
and  in  some  of  these  but  one  school  saves  the  credit  of  the  town- 
ship. This  means  that  we  have  sixteen  rural  districts  in  which 
there  is  not  a  library  in  any  school.  In  a  few  districts  a  majority 
of  the  schools  have  libraries.  In  King  township,  for  instance,  three 
of  the  five  schools  have  made  a  beginning  in  this  dirertion;  in 
Mann  five  of  the  seven  schools  have  each  a  fair  collection  of  books, 
wliile  in  Broad  Top  all  the  schools  have  libraries  varying  in  size 
from  a  few  volumes  of  classics  in  cheap  edition  to  be  found  in 
most  of  their  schools  to  the  finer  collections  of  118  volumes  at 
Defiance  and  of  225  volumes  at  Riddlesburg.  The  boroughs,  as 
may  jiropcrly  be  expected,  have  a  better  showing  to  make.  Eleven 
of  the  thirteen  already  have  libraries  of  greatf^r  or  less  proportions 
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the  exceptiuuB  beiug  Maun'H  Choice  and  Woodbury.  The  Bedford 
high  school  added  tifty-eight  volum-.'s  to  its  collection  this  year, 
while  in  all  of  the  Bedford  schools  below  the  high  school  the 
teachers  and  pupils  procured  small  separate  libraries  of  their  own. 
At  Hyadman,  sixty  excellent  volumes  were  added  during  the  year, 
making  the  entire  collection  one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  This 
library  is  enclosed  iu  handsome  new  cases.  Saxton  procured  §1U0 
worth  of  new  books  this  year,  including  a  splendid  twenty-five 
volume  edition  of  Shakespeare's  works  and  an  astjortment  of  juve- 
nile books  suited  to  the  grades  below  the  high  school.  At  Rains- 
burg  a  respectable  sum  is  now  available  for  a  new  supply  of  books. 

It  is  very  gratifying  and  encouraging  to  be  able  to  state  that  dur- 
ing the  past  year  two  more  township  high  schools  were  estab- 
lished in  the  county,  one  at  Clearville,  Monroe  township,  and  one 
at  Uetiauce,  Broad  Top  township.  Including  the  central  township 
high  school  in  Liberty  township,  we  now  have  three  schools  of  this 
class  in  the  county.  One  of  the  principals  of  these  schools  is  a 
graduate  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  as  well  as  of  the  Millers- 
ville  State  Normal  School;  another  is  a  graduate  of  Pennsylvania 
College,  Gettysburg,  and  holds  a  State  certiticate,  and  the  third  is 
a  graduate  of  Juniata  College,  Ilumiugdon.  One  of  the  greatest 
advantages  of  these  schools  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  will  retain 
in  the  commuuily  or  bring  to  it  as  priucijials  men  and  women  of 
scholarly  attainments  and  high  professional  qualifications.  Many 
a  good  citizen  has  been  heard  to  lament  the  decline  and  disappear- 
ance of  the  old-time  academy.  In  the  township  high  school  a 
worthy  successor  to  that  meritorious  institution  is  now  being  es- 
tablished. Best  of  all,  the  new  school  is  a  public  institution.  Its 
door  opens  to  every  child  in  the  district  who  fits  himself  or  herself 
to  enter.  It  is  hoped,  too,  that  the  infiuence  of  the  rural  high 
school  will  tend  to  elevate,  enrich  and  dignify  country  life.  We  do 
not  want,  in  our  rural  schools,  that  kind  of  education  which  will 
wean  our  brightest  and  best  boys  and  girls  away  from  the  farm. 
We  want  them  to  stay  on  the  land.  Agriculture  is  a  rising,  grow- 
ing industry,  as  it  has  always  been  a  primary  and  important  one. 
It  is  a  calling  needing  the  attention  and  worthy  of  the  love  of 
the  best  of  our  young  people.  By  means  of  the  township  high 
school  it  should  be  possible  not  only  to  teach  academic  studies  more 
thoroughly  and  to  include  more  of  them  in  the  course,  but  also  to 
give  practical  lessons  in  scientific  agriculture,  lessons  that  will 
benefit  every  person,  eflect  the  improvement  of  every  farm,  and 
promote  the  general  welfare  of  every  community  coming  within  the 
circle  of  infiuence  of  the  school. 

The  first  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors  uf  the  county 
under  the  act  of  April  21,  190.'?,  was  held  in  the  cdurt  house  at 
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Bedford,  on  Maicli  2  aud  3  last.  Sixty-eight  directors,  representing 
tweuty-tive  districts,  were  enrolled.  Two  day  sessions  aud  one 
evening  session  were  held.  The  fact  that  accounts  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  convention  were  given  liberal  space  in  the  newspapers 
of  the  county,  all  the  formal  addresses  of  the  directors  having 
been  printed  in  full  by  one  or  another  of  the  papers,  attests  not 
only  to  the  healthy  public  spirit  of  the  county  press  but  as  well 
to  the  timeliness  and  importance  of  the  subjects  discussed  and  the 
ability  with  which  they  were  presented  by  the  various  speakers. 
The  principal  subjects  discussed  were  ''Taxation  aud  the  Distribu- 
tion of  the  State  Appropriation,"  by  William  Lauder,  of  Broad  Top; 
"Township  High  Schools,"  by  I.  S.  Mock,  of  Bloomfield;  "School 
Libraries,''  by  C.  R.  Rhodes,  of  Hyndman;  "Defective  School  Legis 
lation  aud  the  Remedy,"  by  ex-Supt.  John  11.  Cessna,  of  Altooua; 
"Why  and  How  We  Should  Observe  Arbor  Day  in  the  Schools,"  by 
Geo.  W.  Oster,  of  East  St.  Clair,  and  "How  to  Get  the  Greatest 
Good  from  the  Minimum  Salary  Law,"  by  H.  W.  Walter,  of  South 
Woodbury,  and  J.  G.  Collins,  of  Southampton.  The  only  instructor 
from  a  distance  was  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa., 
Avho,  during  the  day  sessions,  discussed  the  topics  "Laws  that 
Should  Receive  Special  Attention  and  School-room  Sanitation,"  and 
in  the  evening  delivered  an  inspiring  lecture  on  "The  Legacy  We 
Leave  Our  Children."  The  program  committee  was  composed  of 
E.  S.  Doty,  Bedford;  Abram  Weisel,  Colerain;  C.  R.  Rhodes,  Hynd- 
man; S.  S.  Stuekey,  Napier,  and  W.  A.  Alexander,  Everett. 

The  forty-ninth  annual  session  of  our  county  teachers'  institute 
was  held  at  Bedford  during  the  week  beginning  December  14  last. 
In  most  respects  this  institute  equalled  any  of  the  great  insti- 
tutes of  our  past  history,  and  in  some  particulars  it  surpassed 
the  best  of  them.  The  enrollment,  331,  was  greater  by  5,  and  the 
average  attendance,  327,  was  greater  by  3  than  the  highest  ever 
before  recorded.  The  singing  of  the  teachers,  under  the  direction 
of  the  competent  and  skilful  Prof.  Jerry  March,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  exceptionally  inspiring,  and  its  influence  on  the  singing  in 
our  public  schools  has  been  observed  to  be  greater  than  that  of 
any  previous  institute.  And,  briefly  speaking,  certain  weak  feat- 
ures, not  the  same  every  year,  but  always  incident  to  a  county 
institute,  when  in  evidence  at  all,  were  not  so  conspicuous  as  in 
this  or  that  institute  of  former  years.  A  quartette  of  stronger 
instructors  than  that  composed  of  Supt.  Coughlin  and  Prof.  Pear- 
son and  Doctors  Hull  and  Wright  would  be  hard  to  find.  The  even- 
ing lectures  and  entertainments  were  given  by  Spillman  Riggs, 
Frederick  E.  Hopkins,  Capt.  Richmond  P.  llobson  and  the  Roney's 
Boys  Concert  Company.  Again,  several  superintendents  of  neigh- 
boring counties  favored  us  with  their  presence,  among  whom  were 
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Supts.  Jtarton,   Dt-U  aiul   liarclay,  and  ex  Siipt.   Cessna   and   I'rof. 
llolsopple,  of  Jnuiata  College. 

In  closing  this  report  we  wish  to  boar  witness  once  again  to  the 
pleasure  allorded  by  a  year  of  association  and  cooperation  with  the 
people  who  are  concerned  in  the  work  of  public  education  in  Bed- 
ford county.  In  every  locality  and  in  divers  forms  the  interest 
of  the  people  is  manifest,  and  he  who  travels  most  sees  it  most. 
More  than  anything  else  this  contact  with  the  people  is  calculated 
to  revive  one's  faith  in  the  power  and  possibilities  of  free  institu- 
tions. 


BERKS  COUNTY— p:ii  M.  Rapp. 


Five  one-room  school  buildings  were  erected  during  the  past 
year,  one  each  in  Bethel,  North  Heidelberg,  Ruscombmanor,  Earl 
and  Colebrookdale.  Two  of  them  are  of  stone  and  the  rest  of  brick. 
All  of  the  rooms  are  of  good  size,  well  lighted  and  furnished  with 
slate  blackboards  and  modern  desks.  The  North  Heidelberg  build- 
ing has  been  supplied  with  a  Kelsey  warm  air  generator,  manufac- 
tured at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  one  of  the  best  cellar-heating  apparatus 
for  one-roomed  school  buildings.  All  of  the  five  buildings  may 
be  regarded  as  first  class  in  design  and  construction.  They  refiect 
credit  upon  the  directors  of  the  respective  districts  and  are  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  citizens  of  the  districts  in  whicli  tlicy  are  lo- 
cated. 

As  customai'v  for  some  years,  the  birthday  of  an  author  was  again 
celebrated  in  the  public  schools  with  appropriate  exercises.  Feb- 
ruary 22  was  observed  as  Lowell  Day.  An  eight-page  circular  con- 
taining suggestive  matter  for  observance  of  the  day  was  sent  to 
each  one  of  the  515  teachers  in  the  county.  In  many  schools  tlie 
exercises  wer(»  interspersed  with  Washington's  birthday  exercises. 
Lowell's  nuisterpiece,  "The  Msion  of  Sir  Launfal,"  a  poem  founded 
on  the  legend  of  the  Holy  (Jrail  received  special  attention  in 
the  advanced  grades.  Lowell  produced  some  of  the  best  verse 
that  has  appeared  from  the  hand  of  any  distinguisli/Lul  American. 
An  instructor,  editor,  poet,  diplomat,  critic,  essayist,  Lowell  h'ft  an 
enduring  mark  upon  his  time  and  fairly  won  the  bays  wiili  which  liis 
country  wreathed  his  brow.  y 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  last  fall,  a  circuhir  letter  pr*'^ 
pared  by  the  writer,  was  maihul  to  every  ti'aclu'r  in  charge  of  a 
one-teacher  school  urging  him  to  make  strong  etforts  to  establish 
a  school  library  during  the  coming  year  of  not  less  than  a  doztmx" 
good,  readable  books.     Tlie  Interest  manifested  in  the  pi-oject  was 
a  surprise  and  the  ri'sult  was  that  several  hundred  small  libraries 
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have  beeu  started  duriug  the  past  year.  There  are  now  16,000 
volumes  in  the  libraries  of  the  public  schools  of  rural  Berks. 
Every  one  of  them  owes  its  origin  to  some  wide-awake,  cultured  and 
progressive  teacher.  The  agitation  will  be  kept  up  until  there  is 
at  least  a  library  of  not  less  than  twenty-tive  volumes  in  each 
rural  one-teacher  school  in  the  county,  No  system  of  education 
is  complete  that  is  satisfied  with  the  knowledge  that  is  derived  from 
the  text-book  merely,  and  no  school  is  complete  that  has  no  library; 
the  public  library  is  the  complement  of  the  public  school.  Every 
child  has  an  inalienable  right  to  be  brought  into  contact  with  the 
best  writings  in  the  world  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible;  he  has 
an  inalienable  right  to  the  education  in  ideas,  in  feeling,  and  in  taste 
which  familiarity  with  the  best  brings. 

The  writer  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  from  Andrew  Carnegie 
— the  greatest  philanthropist  of  the  age — the  sum  of  $10,000  for  a 
free  public  library  building  in  the  borough  of  Hamburg.  The  town, 
through  the  board  of  education,  without  hesitancy,  grasped  the  op- 
portunity and  unanimously  decided  to  accept  the  proposition  with 
the  usual  conditions  attached  thereto,  i.  e.,  to  raise  not  less  than 
a  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  its  maintenance  and  provide  a  site 
for  the  building.  The  school  plot  was  selected  for  the  site  and  the 
tax  rate  levied  for  library-  purposes  is  one  mill.  The  building  com- 
pleted in  May  is  the  handsomest  in  town  and  is  one  of  the  most 
complete,  convenient  and  best-arranged  library  buildings  of  its  size 
in  the  State.  Monroe  M.  Dreibelbis,  a  native  Hamburger,  was  the 
architect.  The  main  body  of  the  building  is  of  pressed  brick,  with 
ornamental  work  and  King  of  Prussia  stone  arch  work  and  trim- 
mings. There  are  two  wings,  the  reading  room  facing  west  and  the 
stack  room  facing  north.  A  tower,  with  vestibule  10^  feet  square, 
furnishts  the  entrance  and  leads  to  a  rotunda  nearly  20  feet  in 
diameter;  the  rotunda  has  a  tile  flooring.  Entrances  to  all  parts 
of  the  building  radiate  from  the  rotunda.  The  reading  room  is  20^ 
feet  square  and  IS  feet  clear  to  the  ceiling.  There  is  an  ornamental 
fireplace  in  the  room.  The  stack-room  for  books  and  librarian's 
apartment  is  20^  feet  by  33  feet,  and  the  trustee's  room  in  the  rear 
is  26x12  feet.  The  ceilings  are  of  metal  and  ornamental  in  design. 
A  stairway  leads  from  the  rotunda  to  the  attic,  which  is  used  as 
a  document  and  general  storage  room.  There  are  men's  and  ladies' 
toilet  rooms.  The  building  is  heated  with  steam  and  lighted  with 
electricity.  The  furnishings  are  of  the  latest  and  best.  It  is  a 
question  whether  there  is  another  town  of  its  size  like  Hamburg 
in  the  country — only  2,300  population,  that  taxes  itself  $1,000  a 
year  for  library  purposes  or  can  show  a  handsomer  and  more  con- 
venient library  building  for  the  money  expended.  The  enterprising 
and  progressive  members  of  the  board  of  education  at  the  time  of 
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tiie  library  agitation  were  Dr.  George  Potteiger,  George  H.  Spindler, 
Solon  D.  Bausbm-,  B.  Frank  Bean,  Irwin  Altenderfer  and  Washing- 
ton F.  Boyer.  The  library  commission  appointed  by  the  board, 
under  whose  auspices  the  building  was  erected  and  opened,  were 
J.  Ed.  Miller,  Esq.;  Walter  M.  Kaubenhold,  Geo.  Meharg,  A.  J.  Fink, 
Nathan  Confer,  !Sr.,  and  the  writer. 

Never  in  the  remembrance  of  the  oldest  school  director,  it  is  be- 
lieved, has  there  been  experienced  greaterdillieulty  than  the  past  year 
in  tiuding  desirable  teachers  to  till  the  important  posts  in  the  common 
and  the  higher  schools.  For  once  it  may  be  said  that  there  was  a 
profession  not  uncomfortable  from  crowding.  Kcsiguatious  began 
immediately  after  the  appointment  of  teachers  and  continued  during 
the  year  to  the  very  close  of  the  school  term.  In  a  number  of  in- 
stances there  were  three  diliereut  resignations  in  the  same  school. 
This,  of  course,  impaired  the  etlicieucy  of  many  of  the  schools. 
The  tables  were  turned  this  year — instead  of  the  usual  scramble 
and  sharp  competition  among  applicants  for  positions — directors 
were  obliged  to  scramble  for  the  requisite  number  of  suitable 
teachers  to  fill  the  schools.  This  certainly  was  an  unusual  and 
peculiar  condition  of  affairs.  The  scarcity  was  due  primarily  to 
national  prosperity  and  secondarily  to  the  small  intlux  of  Normal 
graduates,  owing  to  the  change  in  the  Normal  course  by  lengthen- 
ing it  by  another  year.  In  a  county  where  nearly  70  per  cent, 
of  the  teachers  are  men,  and  mostly  young  men  at  that,  it  was 
natural  to  seek  other  employment  more  attractive,  more  remunera- 
tive and  more  permanent  of  tenure.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are 
employed  in  Federal  civil  service  alone  from  this  county,  mostly 
railway  clerks,  sixty  young  men,  nearly  entirely  recruited  from  the 
rural  teaching  force.  This  scarcity  resulted  in  thirty-five  districts, 
affecting  three-fourths  of  the  teaehers  of  the  county,  out  of  a  total 
of  fifty-seven,  increasing  its  salaries  in  amounts  varying  from 
11.00  a  month  to  $10.00  a  month.  Probably  more  districts  increased 
salaries  of  their  teachers  luul  the  aggregate  amount  of  increased  sal- 
aries amounted  to  more  than  ever  before  in  one  year.  Yet,  not- 
withstanding all  this,  teachers  continued  scarce  and  more  especi- 
ally so  in  districts  where  they  paid  the  best  salaries,  i.  e.,  districts 
adjoining  the  city  of  Beading.  In  these  districts  the  young  men 
naturally  gravitate  to  the  city  and  secure  more  remunerative  em- 
ployment. It  is  a  fact  that  teachers  are  worse  olY  now,  notwith- 
standing the  small  increase  in  salaries  in  these  days  of  national 
prosperity,  than  they  were  when  everybody  was  complaining  of 
hard  times.  The  cost  of  living  has  increased  at  least  from  15  to 
30  per  cent,  in  the  last  few  years.  Nowhere  has  the  pay  of  teach- 
ers been  increased  in  the  same  ratio.     Wages  have  been  corres 
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pondinglv  advaiiced  iii  practically  all  departiuoiits  of  industry  ex- 
ceptiiig  teachiug.  To  retain  good  lueu  and  good  women  as  teachers 
of  our  children,  we  must  pay  salaries  commensurate  with  the  ability 
and  worth  of  the  teachers.  The  late  Colonel  I'arker  once  said, 
"There  never  was  a  coin  stamited  by  the  hand  of  man  made  small 
enough  to  pay  the  services  of  a  poor  teacher,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  not  money  enough  in  all  the  mines  of  all  the  world 
to  measure  the  worth  of  the  man  or  woman  who  can  impress  boys 
and  girls  with  the  possibilities  of  life  and  living."  Here  is  the 
difference  between  the  artisan  and  the  artist,  between  the  time- 
server  and  the  teacher. 

On  Sunday,  Novmber  29,  1903,  Hon,  David  B.  Brunner,  aged  68 
years,  the  oldest  of  the  living  ex-county  superintendents,  died  at 
his  home  in  Reading.  Up  to  three  weeks  of  his  death,  w'hen  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  on  account  of  poor  health,  he  had  charge  of  the 
commercial  department  of  the  boys'  high  school,  in  Reading.  Mr. 
Brunner  was  born  in  Amity,  March  7,  1835,  and  was  one  of  seven 
children.  He  was  a  noble  specimen  of  Palatine  manhood.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  township,  Freeland 
Seminary  and  Dickinson  College,  graduating  from  the  latter  insti- 
tution in  18G0  with  honors,  his  special  liking  being  mathematics. 
He  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county  for  three  years,  but 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  teaching  in  the  private 
schools,  notably  the  Reading  Scientific  Academy,  of  which  he  was 
principal  for  many  years.  Hundreds  of  young  men  in  this  and 
adjoining  counties  completed  their  education  at  this  institution 
and  received  their  training  for  a  successful  business  career.  In 
18G9  he  was  elected  count}'  superintendent,  serving  two  terras — he 
being  the  third  one  elected  to  this  office  in  the  county.  He  intro- 
duced many  new  features  into  the  schools  and  was  a  painstaking 
and  faithful  official.  In  1880,  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  the 
Reading  public  schools  and  served  with  credit  for  two  years.  The 
estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  people  of  the  county  in 
which  he  lived  is  attested  b}'  the  fact  that  his  fellow  citizens  in  1888 
sent  him  as  their  representative  for  two  terms  to  the  halls  of 
Congress  at  Washington.  While  in  Congress  he  looked  carefully 
after  the  laboring  and  farmers'  interests,  he  himself  being  brought 
up  on  the  farm  and  a  carpenter  by  trade.  He  was  the  author 
of  an  elementary  work  on  English  grammar,  a  treatise  of  single 
and  double  entry  book-keeping  in  two  volumes,  and  "The  Indians 
of  Berks  County,"  a  book  of  rare  interest  to  the  lover  of  history. 
Probably  the  last  time  he  appeared  before  the  public  was  before 
the  county  institute — the  latter  part  of  October — when  he  deliv- 
ered the  opening  address  on  "Teaching  Fifty  Years  Ago,"  being 
commemorative  of  his  half  centurv  connection  jvith  the  schools  of 
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liie  couutv.  It  \va^s  a  luosl  iuteresting  review  of  the  educational  his- 
tory of  Berks  the  hist  titty  years,  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Lu- 
theran church,  Historical  (Society  of  Berlcs,  the  I'euusylvania  Ger- 
inau  Society  and  Berks  County  Natural  Science  Club,  being  a 
founder  of  the  latter  association  and  president  of  the  same  at  the 
time  of  his  demise,  lie  was  a  man  of  tine  physique,  of  a  quiet  dis- 
position, clear  intellect  and  deep  penetration.  In  his  dealing  witli 
men  he  was  always  straightforward  and  candid;  as  a  man,  plain, 
blunt  and  candid;  as  a  teacher,  earnest,  kind  and  beloved  by  his 
pupils;  as  a  student,  close  and  observing;  as  a  father,  loving  and 
indulgent,  and  as  a  friend  true  and  sincere.  His  life  was  one  of 
honor  and  usefulness;  his  death  was  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
and  about  his  memory  is  the  fragrance  of  good  deeds  and  of  a  pure 
life. 
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We  believe  substantial  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past 
year. 

The  teachers,  with  but  few  exceptions,  were  earnest  and  used 
all  means  in  their  power  to  promote  the  cause  of  education  in  this 
county. 

To  have  the  best  schools,  we  must  have  the  best  teachers.  To 
have  the  best  teachers,  we  must  pay  the  best  salaries.  To  pay  the 
best  salaries,  we  must  have  a  more  progressive  spirit.  When  we 
begin  to  think  that  $50  per  month  for  seven  months  in  the  year 
means  §odO,  or  less  than  ^:{U  per  month  for  the  year,  we  cannoc 
wonder  that  the  bright,  capable  young  men  are  teaching  but  a  year 
or  so  and  then  going  to  some  more  profitable  employment.  So, 
every  year,  the  schools  must  be  tilled  up  with  a  new  supply  of 
teachers.  At  least  25  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  employed  each  year 
have  had  no  previous  experience.  The  only  wonder  is  our  schools 
make  such  good  progress  under  such  immature  teaching. 

Among  the  commendable  things  to  be  mentioned  of  our  teachers 
is  the  interest  they  take  in  county  and  local  institutes,  studying 
the  county  reading  course,  collecting  books  for  school  libraries  and 
attending  summer  schools  for  teachers. 

Ninety  seven  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  attended  the  county  insti- 
tute. The  day  instructors  were  Drs.  Henry,  Houck.  Fess  and  tJreen. 
Music  leader,  T.  L.  Gibson.  The  Taylor  sisters  were  present  at 
both  day  and  night  sessions.  The  teachers  of  the  county  who  took 
part  in  the  institute  work  were  Professors  Fleck.  Hetrick.  Kyle, 
Dively.  Myers.  Eicholtz.  Kagarise  and  ex  Sui>erintendent  H.  S. 
Wertz. 
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The  uight  eutertaiiiments  coufeisted  of  musid  b>'  local  people  auU 
lectures  by  F.  H.  Green,  Capt.  K.  P.  Hobson,  Spillman  Riggs  and 
S.  D.  Fess. 

The  attendance  of  the  public  was  large  and  the  teachers  expressed 
themselves  as  both  pleased  and  profited. 

Six  district  institutes,  into  which  the  teachers  of  the  twenty-six 
school  districts  of  the  county  are  divided,  were  held  in  suitable 
locations.  Seventy-six  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  at- 
tended these  meetings  and  no  doubt  were  benefited  by  what  they 
did  and  heard  at  these  meetings. 

One  month  after  the  county  institute,  the  Blair  County  School 
Directors'  Association  held  its  first  meeting  under  the  new  law. 
Out  of  the  l.jG  directors  in  the  county  93  were  present.  Supt. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  of  Allegheny  county,  and  Supt.  J.  M.  Berkey, 
of  Johnstown,  were  present  and  assisted  in  the  discussion  of  the 
different  questions. 

Prof.  A.  M,  Hammers  lectured  at  the  night  session. 

The  directors  took  an  active  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  different 
questions.  They  expressed  themselves  as  having  been  profited  by 
the  meeting. 

More  than  a  dozen  new  school  libraries  were  established  during 
the  winter,  while  several  hundred  books  were  added  to  those  al- 
ready established.  It  was  observed  that  in  most  cases  a  good  selec- 
tion of  books  had  been  made. 

At  the  last  teachers'  examinations  quite  a  marked  improvement 
was  noticed  in  their  work  on  professional  course  of  reailing  and  al- 
gebra. 

There  are  nine  (9)  boroughs,  two  (2)  independent  districts  and  fif- 
teen (15)  townships  in  the  county. 

All  the  boroughs  have  a  regular  graded  adopted  course  of  study. 
Six  of  them  have  high  schools,  from  which  80  per  cent,  more  pupils 
were  graduated  in  1904  than  in  1903. 

Of  the  townships,  four'  are  using  a  regular  adopted  course  of 
study  and  55  per  cent,  more  i)upils  were  graduated  in  1904  than  in 
1903. 

At  the  directors'  convention  last  December,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  draft  a  course  of  study  suitable  for  all  the  ungraded 
schools  of  the  county.  The  superintendent  and  committee  are  now 
at  work  on  this  course  and  it  will  probably  go  into  all  the  ungraded 
schools  of  the  county  next  winter. 

Owing  to  severe  weather,  bad  roads  and  sickness,  the  percentage 
of  attendance  for  1904  drops  beloAv  that  of  1903  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. 

We  notice  that  where  a  school  has  a  wide-awake,  live,  energetic, 
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resourceful  teacher,  the  attendance  is  much  better  than  where  only 
an  ordinary  teachi^r  presides. 

In  districts  where  the  directors  visit  the  schools  frequently  and 
mingle  freely  with  the  patrons  of  the  schools  aud  urge  the  ne- 
cessity of  regular  attendance,  we  find  that  such  districts  have  much 
higher  percentages  of  attendance  than  where  only  truant  officers 
are  appointed  to  look  after  the  absentees.  If  each  director  was 
paid  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  actual  time  spent  in  attend- 
ing to  the  needs  of  his  district  better  results  would  be  obtained  than 
uiuler  the  present  system. 

The  suiierintendent  visited  all  his  schools,  except  three,  twice 
and  some  few  three  times;  this  necessitated  rapid  traveling  and  al- 
lowed about  one  hour  in  each  room  at  each  visit.  The  time  spent 
in  each  room  is  long  enough  to  see,  hear  and  suggest,  but  his  work 
would  be  much  more  efficient  could  more  visits  be  made  during  the 
term,  A  portion  of  his  time  is  consumed  in  making  a  speech  to  the 
school.  He  could  see  and  hear  more  were  it  not  for  this  speech. 
Possibly  it  would  be  better  to  dispose  of  it  altogether  in  some 
schools,  but  it  is  his  duty  to  inspire  both  teachers  and  pupils,  and 
if  he  can  do  it  by  a  speech,  ^'Barkis  is  willin.' " 

Many  of  the  directors  accompanied  the  suiierintendent  on  his 
second  trip  and  thus  made  the  visit  pleasant  for  him  and  the  chil- 
dren, occasionally,  however,  striking  terror  to  the  heart  of  the  un- 
skilled teacher. 

The  superintendent  also  visited  the  county  institutes  of  West- 
moreland, Fayette,  Bedford,  Clearfield  and  Huntingdon,  spending  a 
day  and  a  night  at  each  one. 

One  new  school  house  was  built  during  the  year,  an  account  of 
which  was  sent  to  the  Department  shortly  after  it  mas  occupied. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  assist- 
ance during  the  past  year,  to  thank  the  press  for  courtesies  ex- 
tended, to  thank  the  teachers,  directors  and  pntrons  of  the  schools 
for  tlieir  h(>lpful  encouragement. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY— H.  S.  Putnam. 


During  the  year  just  clos«'d  !)2  male  teachers  and  404  female 
teachers  were  employed;  the  average  age  is  2.")  years;  84  had  had  no 
previous  experience,  17.'^  had  taught  more  than  five  years,  XV^  were 
emjiloyed  who  held  provisional  certificates,  GO  who  held  profes- 
sional certificates,  2S  who  held  permanent  certificates,  74  were 
graduates  of  State  \<u'nial  Schools,  27  had  attended  Normal  Schools 
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but  had  not  graduated,  50  luid  only  common  school  education,  and 
446  had  had  academic  instruction  and  13  were  graduates  of  colleges. 

Twenty-four  public  examinations  were  held;  3G8  provisional  cer- 
tificates were  granted  and  53  professional  certificates;  114  appli- 
cants were  rejected. 

Consistent  with  the  idea  of  raising  the  standard  of  qualification 
on  account  of  the  increased  salaries  to  be  paid,  a  strong  etfort 
was  .made,  both  in  the  examinations  and  the  local  institutes  during 
the  year,  to  improve  the  teachers  along  educational  lines.  At  the 
opening  of  the  year  barely  a  sufficient  number  were  licensd  to  fill 
the  schools.  A  syllabus  of  work  in  the  common  branches  was  pre- 
pared and  sent  to  every  teacher  in  the  county.  This. was  made  the 
basis  of  the  work  at  the  local  institutes.  Twelve  local  institutes 
were  held  at  different  points  throughout  the  county,  which  were 
fairly  well  attended;  a  record  was  kept  of  the  work  done  by  each 
teacher  and  those  who  were  not  in  attendance  at  the  local  institutes 
Avere  called  upon  at  the  spring  examinations  for  the  subject  as- 
signed. 

The  annual  county  institute  convened  at  Towanda  the  week  of 
October  12.  The  following  instructors  were  present  during  the 
week:  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer.  Dei>artment  of  Public  Instruction. 
Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  Frank  Overton,  of  New  York;  Jacques  W.  Red- 
way,  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.;  Anna  E.  Friedman,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  The 
music  was  under  the  charge  of  Professor  O.  H.  Yetter,  of  Blooms- 
burg,  Pa,,  and  ^liss  Louie  M.  Taylor,  of  St.  Vincent,  N.  B..  varied 
the  exercises  with  instrumental  and  vocal  selections.  Evening  lec- 
tures and  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Monday,  lecture,  J.  W. 
Redway,  '* Volcanoes;"  Tuesday,  lecture  of  Senor  Ramon  Reyes  Lala, 
'The  Philippines  and  Their  People;"  Wednesday,  musical  entertain- 
ment, Rogers  Grilley  Combination,  with  Mary  Frances  Kirby.  solo- 
ist; Thursday,  lecture  by  Dr.  Geo.  C.  Lorrimer.  ''Liberty  in 
America;"  Friday,  The  Banda  Rossa,  musical  entertainment.  Four 
hundred  and  eighty-four  teachers  wore  present,  also  many  citizens. 
Much  interest  was  manifested  throughout  the  whole  week. 

The  Directors'  Association,  under  the  new  law  governing  tli<' 
same,  was  held  the  16th  of  February,  1904,  at  the  court  house  in 
Towanda.  Officers  were  elected  as  follows:  Hon.  E.  A.  Strong,  of 
Wyalusing,  president;  D.  F.  Pomeroy,  of  Troy,  Pa.,  secretary; 
Horace  Hortou.  Towanda,  Pa.,  treasurer.  One  hundred  and  two  di- 
rectors were  present.  The  subject  of  consolidation  of  schools  and 
transportation  of  pupils  was  thoroughly  discussed  and  the  senti- 
ment, as  voiced  by  nearly  all  the  directors  present,  seemed  heartily 
in  favor  of  consolidation  wherever  it  was  possible.  It  was  shown 
that  not  only  Afould  the  school  conditions  be  improved  by  such  ac- 
tion, but  it  would  be  necessarv  in  the  interests  of  economv.     .A  reso- 
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lution  was  also  passed  urj:cing  the  necessity  of  lej^islation  requirinf^ 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  to  furnish,  upon  application, 
to  the  directors  throughout  the  Commonwealth  plans  and  specifica- 
tions for  the  erection  of  school  buildings.  It  was  shown  that  there 
was  much  need  of  better  s<-hool  buildings  and  that  some  direction 
of  this  kind  would  be  most  valuable  and  result  in  buildings  being 
erected  with  better  sanitary  conditions  and  more  comfortable  and 
convenient  for  all  school  purposes. 

Rural  school  examinations  were  held  on  the  1st  and  2d  of  April, 
1904.  Completion  certificates  were  issued  to  all  who  succeeded  in 
passing  the  standard  required.  Reports  were  sent  to  the  county 
superintendent  showing  that  118  were  examined,  of  whom  45  re- 
ceived certificates. 

The  county  superintendent  awarded  certificates  of  perfect  at- 
tendance to  all  pupils  in  the  county  who  were  reported  as  being 
neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  school  year;  294  were  given.  It 
is  believed  that  this  incentive  will  result  in  better  attendance  and 
it  will  be  continued  this  coming  year. 

Township  high  schools  were  organized  at  Camptown  and  Orwell. 
The  attendance  at  both  of  these  schools  was  good  and  work  done 
was  satisfactory. 

The  township  high  school  at  Smithfield,  organized  last  year,. held 
graduating  exercises  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Three  interesting  sessions  of  the  Bradford  County  Educational 
Association  were  held  at  Sayre,  Towanda  and  Athens.  Lectures 
were  given  by  Dr.  Chas.  De  Garmo  and  Dr.  Guy  C.  Whipple,  of  Cor- 
nell University,  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Mace,  of  Syracuse  University. 

Three  farmers'  institutes  were  held  in  the  county  and  educational 
sessions  were  held. 

The  Bradford  County  Historical  Society,  chartered  February  12, 
1875,  reorganized  July  21,  1902,  holds  meetings  regularly  in  the 
building  formerly  used  for  the  county  offices,  which  has  been 
fitted  up  and  contains  valuable  historical  records,  curios  and  relics. 
Much  interest  is  taken  in.  the  meetings.  This,  in  addition  to  the 
public  libraries  at  Canton,  Athens,  Towanda  and  Wyalusing  is 
a  strong  educational  factor. 

On  April  18,  a  ten  weeks'  summer  school  was  opened  at  the  Sus- 
quehanna Collegiate  Institute,  under  the  supervision  of  the  county 
superintendent.  The  teaching  force  consisted  of  the  faculty  of 
the  Susquehanna  Collegiate  Institut*',  assisted  by  prominent  teach- 
ers from  the  county.  When  the  year  dosf^d  in  June.  180  candidates 
for  certificates  w<'re  in  attendance.  Examinations  were  held  at  the 
school  every  two  weeks  and  certificate  markings  were  given  those 
persons  who  secured  90  per  cent,  or  above  in  any  subject. 

As  the  school  year  closed  \xe  find  school  boards  in  all  parts  of  our 


U  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION  Off.  Doc. 

oonntj  endeavoring  to  close  small  schools  and  thus  do  whatever 
is  possible  towards  the  relief  of  the  burdened  taxpayers.  In  almost 
every  instance  public  sentiment  is  so  severe  against  any  clianjie 
of  this  kind  that  it  is  quite  likely  that  nearly  all  the  schools  will 
be  opened.  There  is  need  of  much  legislation  to  bring  the  schools 
in  the  country  to  a  degree  of  eflficiency  that  shall  be  satisfactory 
and,  at  the  same  time  not  increase  the  tax  beyond  what  the  people 
can  bear. 

Overton  and  Barclay  townships,  after  levying  the  full  amount 
that  the  law  permits,  will  hardly  have  money  enough  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  their  schools  this  coming  year. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— A.  S.  Martin. 


During  the  year  ending  June  1st,  1904,  342  teachers  taught  in 
Bucks  county,  exclusive  of  Bristol  borough.  There  were  95  male 
teachers  and  247  female  teachers.  All  but  41  had  previous  experi- 
ence in  teaching  public  schools  and  268  held  certificates  of  the 
higher  grades.  With  few  exceptions  the  tear-hers  did  commendable 
work^  Many  of  them  not  only  taught  the  pupils  how  to  study,  how 
to  memorize,  how  to  think,  but  by  precepts  and  example,  also  em- 
phasized the  virtues  that  count  for  noble  living.  The  work  of  the 
good  school  is  in  evidence  on  the  school  grounds,  in  the  streets  and 
m  the  home,  as  well  as  in  the  school  room. 

In  addition  to  eight  local  institutes,  numerous  educational  meet- 
ings were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  In  many  districts, 
the  teachers  met  monthly  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  some  work 
on  pedagogy  and  such  educational  problems  as  the  local  needs 
suggested.  In  these  meetings  recognition  was  given  to  the  place 
and  value  of  the  fundamental  branches!  While  we  insist  on  thor- 
oughness in  the  "Three  E's,"  we  believe  that  the  school  that  con- 
tributes most  towards  the  development  of  good  men  and  good 
women,  towards  establishing  comfortable  and  happy  homes,  will 
do  more  than  teach  the  fundamental  branches  well.  It  will,  in 
addition,  develop  an  aj)preciation  of  nature,  art  and  literature. 
This  appreciation  will  become  manifest  with  knowledge  in  these 
fields  of  culture.  In  the  ungraded  schools,  this  knowledge  will 
be  gained  largely  through  incidental  instruction;  in  the  graded 
and  high  schools,  through  both  incidental  and  systematic  teach- 
ing. The  teacher  who  lacks  interest  and  power  in  the  subjects  of 
nature,  art  and  literature  can  not  inspire  her  pupils  for  these  sub- 
jects. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  a  succesji.     The  attendance  of 
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teacliera,  suliooi  dircotoiM  iiud  liieudM  of  jjopular  eiJu<!atiou  was 
large.  The  alieutioii  was  marked  aud  the  iusLruclors  were  appre- 
ciated. The  instructors  were:  TroL  C.  E.  i'atzer,  Milwaukee;  Dr. 
Geo.  Maris,  Newtowu;  J)r.  Edward  F.  JJigelow,  Stauifurd;  Prof.  E. 
L.  Kemp,  East  Stroudsburg;  Mar^  Huut,  Bostou;  Dr.  Joseph  Wal- 
ton, Newtown;  Dr.  Franklin  S.  Edmonds,  Philadelphia;  Dr.  Byron 
W.  King,  Pittsburg;  Dr.  Isaac  Sharpless,  liaverford.  The  evening 
attractions  were  The  Dunbar  Company,  Kogers  and  (Jrilley,  Uvide 
Musin  Company,  Dr.  N.  Dvvight  Ilillis,  Dr.  Frank  Bristol. 

Two  meetings  of  the  Bucks  County  fc>chool  Directors'  Association 
were  held,  October  HU  aud  May  2d.  The  following  subjects  were 
considered,  "Kelation  of  fcJchool  Board  to  Pupil,"  "The  Teachers'  Re- 
sponsibilities for  the  Health  of  Pupils,"  "The  Importance  of  Pro- 
fessional Keadiug  by  the  Teacher,"  "Kecent  School  Legislation," 
"Enforcement  of  Compulsory  School  Law,"  "School  Boards  as 
Boards  of  Health,"  "The  Policy  of  the  Bucks  County  School  Direct- 
ors in  liespect  to  Length  of  Term  and  Salary,"  The  meetings  were 
attended  by  a  large  number  of  the  school  directors  of  the  county. 
The  May  meeting  was  addressed  by  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 

Seven  township  high  schools  were  on  the  approved  list  and  doubt- 
less have  become  a  permanent  part  of  the  school  system  of  the 
districts  in  which  they  exist. 

The  senior  classes  of  twenty-nine  districts  were  examined  by  the 
superintendent  through  a  committee  of  teachers  appointed  from 
each  district,  where  an  examination  was  held.  This  committee 
received  the  sealed  questions  from  the  superintendent  and  conducted 
the  examinations  according  to  direction.  The  superintendent  exam- 
ined all  the  papers  aud  notilied  the  committee  of  the  results.  In 
the  ungraded  schools,  the  examinatiou  wa«  limited  to  six  of  the 
common  school  brauches,  in  the  high  schools  to  six  of  the  higher 
branches.  Three  dates  were  fixed  from  which  each  district  was  per- 
mitted to  select  I  he  date  for  its  examinatiou. 

While  these  examinations  entail  much  work  on  the  superintend- 
ent, they  have  a  wholesome  effect  on  the  districts  where  they  are 
in  vogue.  The  results  of  these  tests  enable  the  school  authori- 
ties to  ascertjiiu  whetlur  the  expected  proficiency  is  attained.  The 
good  teacher's  work  is  iMiii)lKisized.  The  judgments  of  teachers 
differ  as  do  the  judgments  of  persons  of  other  vocations.  One 
teacher  will  riite  work  at  50  per  cent,  that  another  will  rate  at  100 
per  cent.  These  tests  have  a  tendency  to  improve  poor  judgment. 
When  school  work  is  judged  finally  by  the  teacher  only,  there  are 
tis  many  standards  as  teachers  and  these  standards  change  in  a 
given  district  as  often  as  the  chnnge  of  teachers  occurs.  Tho.<?e 
exsnninations  will  estal>lish  »   uiiifoim   si.in.l.n.l   in   t1  <■  schools  of 
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the  district  and  of  the  couuty.     They  are  an  incentive  to  study  and 
will  induce  pupils  to  remain  in  school  longer. 

Although  many  schools  sullered  from  the  effects  of  contagious 
and  infectious  diseases,  the  result  of  the  year's  work  is  gratifying. 
We  found,  in  a  marked  degree,  throughout  the  county  a  professional 
spirit  among  the  teachers,  co-operation  of  the  home  and  the  school 
and  the  educational  support  of  the  local  press. 


BUTLER  COUJ^TY— Howard  I.  Painter, 


One  more  school  year  is  now  passed  into  history.  Some  of  the 
school  events  which  occurred  in  this  county  during  the  year  just 
closed  will  long  be  remembered  by  at  least  a  few  of  us.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year  work  was  plenty,  laborers  were  scarce, 
wages  were  good  and  as  a  natural  result  many  of  our  best  teachers 
i^ft  U6,  and  the  schools  thereby  suffered. 

One  great  educational  need  to-day  is  to  raise  the  teaching  pro- 
fession to  as  high  and  remunerative  work  as  are  the  other  trades 
and  professions  of  life.  Is  this  important,  noble  work  not  worthy 
to  stand  side  by  side  with  any  trade  or  profession?  Until  this  ele- 
vation and  dignity  is  given  this  i)rofession,  so  long  may  we  expect 
our  best  teachers  to  keep  leaving  the  work.  The  minimum  salary 
law  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  we  might  all  wish  it  had 
been  a  higher  step  that  what  it  was. 

We  held,  last  year,  seventeen  public  examinations  and  issued  320 
provisional  certificates,  12  i)rofessional  and  refused  90  applicants. 

One  hundred  and  ten  pupils  passed  the  required  examinations  and 
were  granted  public  school  diplomas. 

We  believe  that  the  move  of  teachers  and  pupils  should  always 
be  upwards,  and,  therefore,  in  all  our  examinations  have  tried  to 
make  the  requirements  lead  that  way.  It  is  not  a  pleasant  thing, 
I  am  sure,  to  refuse  a  c(  rtificate  or  a  diplonui  to  any  who  apply  for 
the  same,  but  we  also  know  that  some  unpleasant  things  are  also 
duties,  and  from  these  we  do  not  turn. 

As  has  been  our  custom,  we  again  called  our  teach(MS  together  in 
a  one-day  meeting,  just  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  schools.  I  was 
ably  assisted  in  that  meeting  by  Supt.  Fruit,  of  Mercer  county; 
Supt.  Allen,  of  Lawrence  county;  Su]»t.  Gibson,  of  Butler;  Prof. 
Green,  of  West  Sunbury  Academy,  and  Prof.  Hall,  of  the  Butler 
schools. 

In  these  meetings  we  attempt  at  least  to  say  and  offer  a  few 
things  that  every  teacher  must  meet  befoi-e  she  goes  far  into  her 
worlc.     About  1.10  teachers  were  presrut. 
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lu  udditiou  Lo  tliis  meetiug,  1  bad  planued  to  hold  oue  evening 
meeting  in  eacli  townsliip  of  the  conuty,  whilst  visiting  the  schools, 
to  wiiich  patrons,  teaclu'is  and  pupils  were  invited,  and  were  spoken 
to  by  the  county  superintendent.  The  plan  was  meeting  with  uui- 
vti.'jal  satisfaction,  so  far  as  1  could  learn,  and  would  have  been  con- 
tinued all  winter,  had  1  not  taken  sick.  We  know  that  the  work 
was  heavy,  but  yet  1  think  the  results  were  good  and  justified  the 
ertorts. 

Because  of  the  fever  epidemic  in  Butler,  our  teachers'  institute 
was  put  back  until  February  8-12,  1U04.  None  but  the  very  best 
instructors  had  been  employed,  or  our  institute  would  have  been  a 
failure  through  the  latenes«  of  the  date  and  the  absence  of  teachers; 
but  from  the  words  of  so  many  I  am  convinced  that  a  more  success- 
ful and  better  appreciated  institute  was  never  held  in  this  county. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  ^\  C.  iSchaeller,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Chas. 
Albert,  Dr.  Kobt.  Armstrong,  Dr.  Albert  Maltby  and  Trof.  A.  H. 
Yetter,  who  can  lead  a  meeting  in  music  as  but  few  other  men  can 
do. 

Our  hrst  annual  directors'  convention,  as  required  by  the  late 
law,  wa«  held  in  Butler,  Nov.  27th,  and  was  attended  by  about  12.j 
local  directors.  This,  we  think  was  a  large  number  to  attend  a 
meeting  in  a  town  which  at  that  time,  because  of  the  fever  epidemic, 
was  shunned  by  everybody'  excepting  doctors,  druggists  and  under- 
takers. 

A  very  good  program  had  been  arranged  and  was  carried  out  by 
local  directors,  ably  assisted  by  Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart,  of  Harris- 
burg,  and  Supt.  James  Fruit,  of  Mercer  county. 

Last  year  we  had  310  teachers,  70  of  whom  were  males,  and  231 
females.  Seventy-one  were  beginners  and  95  had  taught  for  five 
years  or  more. 

Eleven  new  school  houses  were  built,  and  several  houses  were 
repainted  and  refurnished.  We  need  some  advanced  work  along 
this  line  of  fixing  uj)  our  school  properties  in  many  jjlaces.  I  take 
it  that  no  ground  can  be  too  rich  nor  smooth  for  the  play  ground; 
no  floor  can  be  too  bright  and  clean,  no  walls  can  be  too  richly 
decorated  nnd  no  house  made  too  much  home-like  for  our  boys  and 
girls  whilst  in  school,  for  they  are  worth  more  than  gold.  The  most 
important  lessons  for  life  are  to  be  learned  in  school,  and  are  not 
found  in  our  textbooks.  Such  principles  as  truth,  politeness,  re- 
spect, modesty,  manliness,  nobility,  love  and  virtue  are  hard  to 
instil  into  boys'  and  girls'  hearts  when  the  surroundings  and  en- 
vironment :ire  not  what  they  should  be.  A  little  money  carefully 
used  in  cleaning  up  and  beaut ifyiuir  school  properties  would  aid 
verv  much  along  this  line. 
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The  throe  towutjhip  high  suhoolB  were  more  successful  thia  year 
than  last,  both  in  the  attendance  and  in  the  kind  of  work  done. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  Penn  township  and 
Franklin  township  schools,  the  former  graduating  a  class  of  ten 
and  the  latter  a  class  of  six.  The  Muddy  Creek  township  school 
did  excellent  work  but  had  no  graduates  this  year. 

Each  year  we  name  two  days  to  be  especially  known  as  visitors' 
days,  a  I  which  time  most  of  our  teachers  make  special  eli'orts  to  get 
parents  into  their  schools.  Some  parents  visit  their  schools  with- 
out this  extra  inducement,  but  yet  so  many  do  not,  that  we  are 
led  to  think  that  some  good  comes  from  this  eliort.  When  parents 
and  teachers  fully  understand  the  real  relation  that  really  exists 
between  them  in  the  school  and  the  home,  when  they  remember  that 
the  one  can't  exist  without  the  other,  and  that  he  who  neglects  the 
one  thereby  wrongs  the  other — then,  I  think,  the  matter  of  school 
visitation  will  largely  solve  itself. 

Jiecause  of  the  long  siege  of  sickness  through  which  I  had  to  pass 
I  was  not  able  to  get  into  all  our  schools  this  year.  1  was  to  see 
over  2UU  schools,  several  of  which  were  visited  after  my  sickness. 

I  wish  to  here  most  truly  thank  the  many  kindnesses  shown  me 
this  year  by  our  worthy  State  Superintendent,  lion.  N.  C.  Schaeffer 
and  his  kind  helpers  in  that  office.  Bad  he  not,  at  the  time  of  my 
sickness  shown  me  special  favors,  I  could  not  have  done  my  duties 
to  the  office. 

Directors,  teachers  and  i>atrons  deserve  much  credit  for  the  in- 
terest they  took  in  our  schools.  May  this  interest  ue\er  lag  in  any 
of  us,  but  rather  grow  stronger  year  by  year. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— Ilernian  I.  Jones. 


It  gives  us  pleasure  to  state  that  our  schools  luive  made  progress 
during  the  year.  AA'liile  we  are  conscious  that  the  work  in  some 
cases  did  not  reach  the  desired  standard  yet,  on  the  Avhole,  we  feel 
greatly  encouraged.  Tlie  statistical  report,  wliicli  accompanies  this, 
furnishes  the  data  from  which  we  can  conij)ule  our  material  pro- 
gress. Sixteen  new  rooms  were  opened  during  tlio  year.  Salaries 
were  raised  in  many  districts.  The  furniture,  except  in  a  fev\'  cases, 
is  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  age.  Tliese  and  other  factors 
that  could  be  named  do  not  determine  the  snccesss  of  our  schools. 
They  are  only  conditions  that  make  success  more  probable.  How 
much  have  the  schools  contributed  tou-ard  the  world's  storehouse 
of  truth,  honesty  and  manhood?  This  is  a  dilTicult  ([ucstion  to 
answer,  as  these  terms  can  neither  h>-  weigluMJ  or  jiicaMiin'd.     Wf 
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trust  that  the  advancement  in  this  direction  has  been  as  rapid  as 
the  progress  along  material  lines. 

During  the  year  399  teachers  were  employed,  of  which  275  held 
provisional  certificates,  25  professional,  40  permanent,  54  normal 
diplomas  and  5  were  college  graduates.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
teachers  we  were  compelled  to  grant  certificates  to  some  that  were 
rather  young  to  take  charge  of  a  school,  as  well  as  others  who 
barely  possessed  the  intellectual  requirements.  We  are  glad  to 
say  that  our  teachers  were  characterized  by  an  energy  and  an  en- 
thusiasm that  is  bound  to  succeed.  The  great  majority  embraced 
every  opportunity  that  would  lead  to  improvement.  Educational 
papers  and  books  pertaining  to  school  work  were  found  in  the 
schools.  It  is  well  for  our  schools  that  these  things  are  so  as  they 
are  the  forces  that  keep  teachers  in  touch  with  the  masters  in 
educational  work  and  create  a  spirit  in  the  teacher  which  is  essen- 
tial to  successful  work. 

The  county  institute  reached  the  standard  of  other  years.  The 
attendance  was  good  at  the  day  and  evening  sessions.  The  teachers 
aided  materially  in  the  success  of  this  meeting  by  their  almost  per- 
fect attendance  and  good  deportment.  The  instruction,  while  not 
as  practical  as  we  could  wish,  was  of  ench  a  nature  that  it  gave  a 
new  inspiration  a  new  impetus  to  school  work.  The  day  instructors 
were  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Bigelow  and  Prof.  T.  L. 
Gibson.  Hon.  L.  I.  Handy,  Dr.  Hulley,  Lyceum  Operatic  Company 
and  Gov.  Bob  Taylor  were  the  evening  attractions. 

The  meetings  were  not  only  attended  by  directors  and  teachers 
but  also  by  citizens  from  all  parte  of  the  county. 

Local  institutes  were  also  held  in  many  parts  of  the  county.  Much 
good  can  accrue  from  these  meetings.  When  conducted  properly 
the  effect  is  good  upon  the  teacher.  In  such  places  occur  heart  to 
heart  talks.  Triumph  as  well  as  defeats  are  reviewed.  When  at- 
tended by  citizens  it  does  much  to  strengthen  the  bond  between 
home   and   school. 

During  the  year  farmers'  institutes  were  held  at  Pattou  and  Salix. 
These  have  an  educntional  value,  as  the  subjects  discussed  concern 
the  school  as  well  as  the  farm. 

The  Rrhool  Directors'  Convention  mot  in  the  court -house  Janu- 
ary 8,  1904.  Eiuhty-two  members  were  present.  It  was  the  con- 
sensus of  opinion  that  the  meeting  was  a  success.  Dr.  Xathan  C. 
SchnefTor  addressed  the  convention  and  lectured  in  the  evening. 
Supt.  Snnnv'l  Hnmilton  was  also  present  and  discussed  the  relation 
of  directors  to  the  school.  The  other  subjects  considered  were, 
"Township  U\<rh  Pchonl,"  "Compulsory  Kdncation."  "The  School 
lioard  as  a  Hoard  of  nealfh,"  "V:i«(inati<ui."  and  ''Preparation  of 
Tax  Duplicate." 
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During  the  year  3'Jt)  schools  were  visited,  lu  iiiauy  iiistaiiees  we 
were  accompanied  by  directors.  While  the  visits  were  necessarily 
short,  yet  it  was  long  enough  to  get  a  fair  idea  of  the  working  of 
the  school.  One  thousand  and  eighty-nine  visits  were  made  to  our 
schools  b}'  directors.  This  is  a  good  showing  and  speaks  volumes 
of  praise  for  those  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  schools. 

Twenty-seven  j)ublic  examinations  were  held,  at  which  262  cer- 
tificates were  granted,  there  being  75  failures.  It  is  our  purpose  to 
raise  the  standard  from  year  to  year.  Teachers  are  required  to 
read  and  study  carefully  eneh  year  two  or  three  books  that  deal 
with  the  art  of  teaching. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  final  examinations  were  held  for  all 
pupils  that  completed  the  common  branches.  These  examinations 
were  well  attended.  One  hundred  and  five  diplomas  were  granted, 
there  being  65  failures.  The  questions  were  uniform  and  were 
based  on  the  course  of  study  used  in  the  county.  This  does  not 
include  boroughs  that  have  a  course  of  their  own,  or  the  Read  town- 
ship high  school. 

The  year  has  seen  the  completion  of  a  number  of  new  buildings. 
It  probably  surpasses  all  other  years  in  this  respect.  Cresson  town- 
ship completed  two,  the  one  a  six-room  and  the  other  a  four-room 
structure.  These  buildings  are  solid  brick,  supplied  with  the  best 
of  furniture  and  modern  heating  apparatus.  This  centralizes  the 
work  in  this  township.  Previous  to  last  year  the  schools  were 
scattered.  The  present  arrangement  has  produced  a  wonderful 
change  in  the  school  work.  This  township  can  now  boast  of  two 
high  schools  in  which  a  number  of  the  higher  branches  are  already 
taught. 

Franklin  borough  dedicated  a  building.  It  contains  seven  rooms 
and  an  assembly  hall.     This  edifice  completed  cost  ^30,000. 

Adams  built  two  two-room  buildings  during  the  year. 

Carroll  replaced  the  two-room  building  at  Benedict  that  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 

Croyle,  Summerhill  and  Susquehanna  each  erected  a  one-room 
building. 

The  building  at  Hastings  was  enlarged  and  remodeled. 

New  riollen  school,  in  Reade  township,  was  destroyed  by  fire  dur- 
ing the  year.     The  loss  is  small,  as  the  building  was  insured. 

The  purpose  of  all  legislation  relative  to  compulsory  attendance 
at  school  is  most  commendable.  It  aims  to  bring  into  the  school 
the  neglected  child.  We  find  these  in  every  community  and  unless 
the  law  exercises  the  strong  right  arm  of  its  authority  the  results 
are  fraught  with  terrible  consequences.  This  is  not  an  ideal  age. 
We  are  surrounded  by  the  good  and  the  bad,  the  high  and  the  low, 
the  moral  and  the  immoral.     Were  this  an  age  of  perfection,  com- 
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pulsorv  education  would  be  unlioaid  of.  As  it  is,  we  can  only 
regard  this  as  an  attcmjjt  on  tlie  part  of  the  State  to  qualify  each 
citizen  to  take  his  place  in  the  world.  Pennsylvania  is  not  taking 
the  lead  in  this  matter.  Twenty-five  other  states  have  preceded  us, 
and  if  statistics  are  to  be  relied  on,  these  laws  are  rigidly  enforced. 
Of  course,  such  legislation  meets  with  the  oi)position  of  those  for 
whom  it  was  framed.  For  this  reason  there  is,  in  many  cases,  a 
laxity  in  enforcement.  The  responsibility  for  its  enforcement  rests 
somewhere.  In  this  case  the  school  board  is  the  executive.  In  dis- 
tricts where  it  was  tactfully  and  intelligently  enforced  it  accom- 
plishes those  purposes  for  which  it  was  framed.  The  enforcement 
of  this  measure  gives  to  each  child  that  inheritance  which  rightfully 
belongs  to  him,  an  education. 

In  the  boroughs  the  grounds  are,  as  a  rule,  well  cared  for.  Lawns 
often  add  to  the  appearance  of  the  place.  The  planting  of  trees 
should  be  encouraged  by  director  and  teacher.  Trees  help  to 
beautify  and  make  cheerful.  Every  school  house  in  the  county 
should  observe  one  arbor  day  during  the  year.  Sometimes  the  sur- 
roundings are  neglected  to  such  an  extent  that  the  health  of  the 
children  is  jeopardized. 

A  word  in  reference  to  the  care  of  the  outbuildings  would  not  be 
amiss  here.  In  some  cases  the  closets  were  found  to  be  in  a  de- 
plorable condition.  If  our  teachers  could  be  made  to  feel  that  the 
care  of  the  grounds  and  surroundings  concerns  them  as  deeply  as 
the  care  of  the  school,  it  would  do  away  with  some  of  these  evils. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  directors  to  see  that  the  out-buildings  are 
turned  over  to  the  teacher  in  the  proper  condition. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— Mattie  M.  Collins. 


Looking  over  the  school  work  for  the  ])ast  year,  I  am  pleased  to 
report  progress  in  our  public  schools.  There  are  still  a  few  things 
of  a  discouraging  nature.  First,  we  still  have  a  few  teachers  that 
are  not  improving  the  opjmrtunities  to  enable  them  to  do  better 
work.  Second,  our  attendance  is  not  what  it  should  be,  especially 
in  our  country  schools.  In  some  cases  there  is  an  excuse.  The 
past  winter  was  very  severe  and  the  roads  were  often  blocked  with 
snow,  which  made  it  difli<-ult  to  reach  (he  schools.  Another,  a 
very  discouraging  feature,  is  that  our  boys  and  girls  are  leaving 
school  before  finishing  tlu^  course.  I  believe  this  can  only  be  over- 
come by  a  longer  school  term.     Tliis  our  districts  cannot  afford. 

Our  teachers'  institute,  held  in  Emporium,  October  10-12:^  was 
one  of  the  best  in  Ihe  historv  of  the  countv.     .Among  the  instruct- 
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ors  were  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker  and  Prof.  Frank  H.  Green,  West 
Cliestor  Normal  School;  Prof.  L.  E.  McGinnis,  Superintendent  of 
Steeltou  schools;  Miss  Beatrice  Wcller,  Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  Hon.  I.  K.  Hockley,  of  Emporium,  had  charge  of  the  music. 
Directors'  day  was  observed  as  usual.  The  directors  were  honored 
by  an  address  from  Hon,  John  Q.  Stewart. 

Five  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  county  during  the  winter. 
These  meetings  were  largely  attended  by  both  teachers  and  patrons 
of  the  schools.  Practical  methods  of  teaching,  as  v.ell  as  other 
features  of  school  work,  were  discussed.  As  means  of  exchanging 
ideas  and  of  getting  in  touch  with  the  best  methods  of  teaching, 
there  is  no  better  place  than  the  local  institute. 

The  Directors'  Convention,  under  the  new  law,  was  held  in  the 
court  house.  Emporium,  Pa.,  Saturday,  January  23.  An  address 
was  delivered  before  the  convention  by  Dr.  X.  C.  SchaelTer.  The 
following  subjects  were  discussed:  "What  is  True  Economy  in 
School  Aflairs,"  by  J.  P.  McXarney,  Esq.;  "Where  more  Money 
Should  be  Expended,"  by  Mr.  Bernard  Egan;  "What  Constitutee  a 
Good  Teacher,"  Prof.  E.  S.  Ling;  "Duty  and  Influence  of  School 
Directors,*'  Mr.  L.  K.  Huntington.  Sliss  Margaret  Flynn,  of  Ridg- 
way,  presented  the  subject  of  drawing  and  showed  how  important 
that  the  subject  should  be  taught  in  the  public  schools. 

A  number  of  new  books  were  added  to  the  different  libraries  of 
the  county.  Three  new  libraries  were  started.  Forty  volumes  of 
the  World's  Best  Literature  were  presented  to  the  Emporium  high 
school  by  a  friend  of  the  public  schools.  The  school  also  added 
eighty-five  volumes. 

New  organs  were  placed  in  four  schools  during  the  year.  Now, 
nearly  every  school  building  in  the  county  has  some  musical  instru- 
ment.    One  new  school  building  was  put  up  in  Lumber  township. 

Grove  township  placed  new  black-boards  in  all  their  school  build- 
ings. VCe  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  every  school  room 
in  the  county  will  be  supplied  with  plenty  of  good  black-board  sur- 
face. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  three  times  except  one. 
Most  of  the  schools  were  visited  four  and  five  times.  I  have  made 
a  practice  of  spending  more  time  in  the  ungraded  schools  than  with 
the  grades  and  with  inexperienced  teachers  rather  than  experi- 
enced. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  di- 
rectors and  friends  of  education  for  their  kindness  and  assistance, 
to  the  teachers  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  loyalty,  to  the 
newspapers  of  the  county  for  words  of  encouragement  and  notices 
of  educational  meetings,  and  the  Department  for  kindly  advice  and 
courtesies  shown  me. 
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CARBON  COUNTY— James  J.  Bevan. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  our  schools  for  the  year  jufit  ended,  I 
wish  to  comment  briefly  on  some  evidences  of  improvement  and 
progress  worthy  of  notice  and  to  point  out  some  hindrances  to 
more  rapid  progress  and  the  best  interests  of  our  schools. 

Our  county  has  made  some  progress  in  the  matter  of  better  school 
buildings.  Three  buildings,  each  well  suited  to  its  own  purpose, 
were  put  into  use  during  this  term.  In  Penn  Forest  township,  a 
neat,  comfortable  and  commodious  one-room  building  was  opened. 
The  principal  defect  in  school  houses  of  this  class  is  the  stove 
placed  in  the  middle  of  the  room — a  defect  easily  remedied,  if  de- 
sired. 

In  Lower  Towamensing  township  the  school  board  erected  a  fine 
two-story,  four-room  brick  building  at  Bowmanstown.  It  is  at- 
tractive in  appearance,  well  lighted,  heated  by  steam  and  furnished 
in  a  modern  way.  It  is  the  best  appointed  building  for  its  size  in 
the  county,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  school  board  and  the  township. 

The  "Mrs.  C.  M.  Schwab  School,"  at  Weatherly.  was  dedicated  and 
opened  for  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  term.  In  design,  finish  and 
appointments  this  is  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in  the  State. 
It  was  erected  and  completely  equipped  by  Mr.  Charles  M.  Schwab 
and  presented  by  him  to  the  borough  of  Weatherly  in  honor  of  his 
wife,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Schwab,  who  spent  her  girlhood  in  that  place  and 
received  her  elementary  education  in  its  schools.  It  is  a  magnifi 
cent  gift,  and  the  people  of  Weatherly  are  justly  proud  of  it.  The 
dedication  was  attended  by  many  civic  societies,  brass  bands,  and 
thousands  of  people.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Mr.  Schwab 
on  behalf  of  his  wife  and  the  acceptance  by  Mr.  Elmer  Warner,  presi- 
dent of  the  school  board.  The  other  speakers  of  the  occasion  were 
Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion of  Pennsylvania,  and  ^Ir.  H.  B.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia.  Mr. 
Andrew  Breslin,  of  Summit  Hill,  Pa.,  was  the  builder.  The  whole 
event  was  celebrated  by  the  Weatherly  Herald  in  a  splendid  illus- 
trated edition  of  that  journal. 

The  first  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors  of  our  county, 
in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Assembly  of  April  21,  1903.  was  held 
at  Mauch  Chunk,  Thursday,  January  2>^,  1004.  About  one-third  of 
our  directors  were  present.  Addresses  were  made  by  Hon.  Horace 
Heydt,  C.  O.  Scheirer,  H.  S.  Rinker.  Dr.  E.  F.  Eshleman  and  J.  M. 
Breslin.  Esq..  all  directors  of  the  county;  by  Supt.  James  ^f.  Cough- 
lin.  Wilkes-Barre,  and  the  county  superintendent.  The  topics  and 
the  discussions  were  eminently  timely  and  practical  and  the  directors 
present  were  greatly  benefited.  The  success  of  this  convention 
.'^— fi— 1904 
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served  to  indicate  to  our  directors  how  useful  aud  valuable  such 
lueetiujis  may  be  aud,  as  a  cousequeuee  thereof,  the  next  conveii- 
tiou  will  be  much  more  largely  attended  than  this  meeting. 

In  the  high  schools  of  East  ^Maueh  Chunk,  Nt^iiuehoning,  Summit 
Mill,  Lchighton.  Mauch  Chnnk,  ^A'eissport,  Franklin  Independent 
district.  l*ariy\ille,  Packerton  and  ^Veatherly,  final  examinations 
for  graduation  and  promotion  were  held  by  a  committee  of  three, 
composed  of  tJie  principal  of  the  school,  the  county  sui)erintendent 
and  one  other  i)rincipal  of  the  county.  The  results  of  these  exami- 
nations indicated  that  niuch,  good,  thorough  work  was  done  during 
the  past  year.  Commencement  exercises  were  held  by  the  graduat- 
ing classes  of  all  of  these  schools  except  Nesquehoning.  Fifty-nine 
students  were  graduated. 

In  our  lower  graded  and  ungraded  schools,  this  was  the  first 
year  for  the  operation  of  the  grade  course  of  study  arranged  for  use 
therein.  This  course  was  finished  in  a  satisfactory  and  creditable 
manner  by  a  class  of  two  pupils  in  the  Franklin  township  grammar 
school  and  by  a  class  of  three  in  the  Normal  Square  school  in  Ma- 
iioning  townshij).  I  wish  to  commend  most  heartily  the  earnest 
and  effective  work  of  both  teachers  and  pupils  in  each  of  these 
schools.  I  regard  this  work  as  one  of  tlie  most  gratifying  results 
of  the  year,  because  it  serves  to  indicate  what  such  schools  may  do 
and  what  we  may  reasonably  hope  to  see  accomplished  in  many 
other  schools  of  similar  grade  during  the  coming  year.  Interesting 
commencement  exercises  were  held  by  the  graduating  class  of  the 
Normal  Square  school. 

One  of  the  constant  aims  of  this  office  is  to  increase  the  effici- 
ency and  improve  the  condition  of  our  rural  schools.  Neither  time 
nor  effort  has  been  spared  in  laboring  not  only  with  teadiers  but 
directly  with  directors  and  patrons  towards  this  end.  A  number 
of  educational  meetings  Avere  held  in  different  districts  of  the 
county  for  the  purpose  of  arousing  more  interest  and  greater  pride 
in  their  schools  on  the  part  of  the  people  in  our  rural  districts. 
The  attendance  at  these  meetings  was  large  and  the  interest  of 
the  people  in  them  was  gratifying.  The  influence  of  such  meetings 
must  prove  wholesome  and  helpful  to  the  future  interests  of  these 
schools. 

The  greatest  hindrance  to  good  work  in  our  rural  schools  is  the 
very  irregular  attendance  of  many  of  the  pupils.  The  attendance 
is  entirely  too  low  to  admit  of  work  in  any  degree  effective  and, 
in  some  of  our  schools,  it  nullifies  the  efforts  of  some  of  our  best 
teachers.  There  is  great  diversity  among  pupils  of  these  schools 
in  the  matter  of  attendance.  Many  of  them  were  present  every  day 
not  only  during  the  last  term  but  during  several  previous  terms, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  irregular  attendance  of  many  other 
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pupils  in  the  same  schools  indicated  an  utter  disregard  of  the  law 
and  great  indifference  on  the  part  of  parent  and  child  toward  the 
necessity  of  even  a  rudimentary  education  for  the  child.  The  atti- 
tude of  the  home  toward  the  educational  welfare  of  the  child  is 
mainly  responsible  for  this  diversity  in  the  attendance  of  pupils 
at  school.  In  all  snrh  cases  where  the  absence  of  the  child  is  de- 
liberate and  without  valid  excuse,  the  provisions  of  the  compulsory 
attendance  law  should  be  systematically  and  rigidly  enforced. 
School  boards  should  give  prompt  attention  to  this  matter  at  the 
beginning  of  the  term. 

A  graded  course  of  instruction  was  prepared  by  the  superintend- 
ent and  put  into  operation  in  the  rural  schools  at  the  beginning  of 
the  term.  It  is  intended  to  remedy  some  of  the  long-standing  ills 
of  the  average  ungraded  school,  viz:  the  lack  of  any  standard  by 
which  these  schools  may  be  intelligently  graded  and  the  results  of 
the  teacher's  work  properly  estimated  and  supervised  by  the  school 
board  and  su|)erintendent.  and  the  loss  of  time  and  growth  incident 
to  the  disconnected  and  unsystematic  work  so  often  done  in  schools 
of  this  grade.  Already  it  has  proven  helpful  to  a  number  of  our 
rural  teachers.  If  its  provisions  and  requirements  be  intelligently 
followed  and  its  suggestions  observed  with  discretion  wherever 
conditions  permit,  we  shall  accomplish  much  in  the  way  of  general 
uniformity  in  the  gradation  and  classification  of  our  rural  schools 
and  better  results  must  necessarily  ensue. 

Franklin  township  is  the  first  in  the  county  to  appoint  a  town- 
ship principal  of  schools,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  monthly  visits 
to  the  several  schools  of  the  township,  supervise  the  work  done, 
and  report  to  the  school  board  as  to  their  condition.  The  principal 
did  his  work  well,  and  the  result  of  this  arrangement  was  the  more 
economical  administration  of  their  schools  and  a  more  advanced 
standard  of  efficiency. 

During  the  year  13  regular  teachers'  examinations  were  held;  120 
applicants  were  granted  provisional  certificates  and  38  were  re- 
fused. In  these  examinations  it  was  apparent  that  effective  work 
has  been  done  by  many  of  our  teachers  in  the  study  of  the  principles 
of  teaching  and  their  application  in  practice. 

Nearly  400  visits  to  schools  were  made.  I  conducted  or  took  part 
in  eighteen  educational  meetings,  including  local  institutes,  teach- 
ers' meetings  and  school  commencements.  It  has,  therefore,  been  a 
year  of  much  educational  activity.  Our  teachers,  as  a  rule,  re- 
sponded cheerfully  to  our  requests  for  assistance  at  local  insti- 
tutes and  other  meetings,  and  much  of  the  work  done  by  them 
therein  was  of  a  high  order  of  merit.  Our  directors  and  many  of 
»»ur  peoph^  have  shown  a  deep  interest  in  all  this  work  for  the  up 
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building  of  our  Bt-hools  and  have  been  prompt  to  render  active  as- 
sistance whenever  opportunity  afforded. 

With  due  appreciation  of  this  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  di- 
rectors and  people  and  of  the  public  press  of  this  county,  this  re- 
port is  respectfully  submitted. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— C.  L.  Gramley. 


In  this,  my  twelfth  annual  report,  I  have  nothing  to  say  that  is 
startling  or  that  is  beyond  the  ordinary.  In  fact,  this  report  cor- 
responds so  nearly  with  our  last  record  that  we  will  copy  from  it 
somewhat,  making  necessary  changes  in  the  statistical  part.  It 
is  very  hard  to  measure  educational  growth  in  a  single  year.  We 
are  endeavoring  to  move  forward,  and  we  do  succeed,  but  our  pro- 
gress is  slow.  We  try  to  avoid  riding  hobbies,  but  carry  on  our 
legitimate  work  persistently  and  with  some  degree  of  system. 
Those  who  are  concerned  in  the  cause  of  education  continue  to  exer- 
cise the  same  ardent  spirit  they  manifested  in  former  years.  Our 
conception  of  what  constitutes  a  good  school,  a  good  teacher,  a 
good  education,  will  gradually  broaden,  because  we  stand  on  a 
gradually  rising  plane  in  the  educational  world.  When  the  ther- 
mometer registers  thirty  degrees  below  zero,  and  the  snow  drifts 
rise  mountain  high  in  our  mostly  traveled  rural  thoroughfares,  as 
was  the  case  during  a  part  of  the  year,  and  when  epidemics  of  small- 
pox, diphtheria,  measles  and  whooping-cough  compel  no  less  than 
a  score  of  schools  to  close — some  for  a  month,  others  for  a  longer 
time — in  half  a  dozen  districts,  we  do  rejoice  to  see  that  our  attend- 
ance is  reduced  but  one  per  cent.  We  had.  in  the  aggregate,  several 
hundred  cases  of  small-pox,  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  besides 
the  milder  epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough.  We  experi- 
enced great  difficulty  in  securing  a  sufficient  number  of  teachers. 
The  industrial  world  pays  more  for  faithful  work  done  than  do  some 
school  boards.  We  lost  some  excellent  teachers  because  of  better 
-w-J^innpensation  in  other  counties.  It  is  certainly  false  economy  to 
let  eflBcient  teachers  go,  if  a  little  increase  in  salary  would  keep 
them.  A  number  of  schools  did  not  open  until  October,  because  of 
the  scarcity  of  teachers.  Strong  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  superintendent  to  issue  some  licenses  irrespective  of  merit,  but 
we  hesitate  to  license  a  boy  whose  only  training  is  the  product  of 
a  rural  ungraded  school.  Adverse  criticism  is  hurled  at  us  for 
pursuing  such  a  course,  but  we  are  convinced  that  our  method  is 
right  and  will  give  better  results. 

Wp  held  examinations  for  public  school  diplomas  at  a  number 
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ot  places  and  T'J  applicuuts,  representiug  IG  tlistiicta,  weit;  ex- 
amined, 54  of  whom  received  diplomas.  Uiegg  township  continues 
to  have  no  applicants  for  these  honorts.  Twenty-nine  public  and 
special  examinations  of  teachers  were  held  and  17G  provisional 
and  25  professional  certificates  were  granted;  88  applicants  did  not 
reach  the  required  standard. 

We  employed  1153  male  and  15G  female  teachers,  whereas  a  few 
years  ago  the  ratio  of  male  to  female  teachers  was  2  to  1.  Fifty 
teachers  had  no  previous  experience,  but  2U  were  graduates  of  col- 
leges. We  never  before  had  «o  many  college  graduates  employed. 
It  is  true  that  certificates  say  nothing  concerning  tact,  amiability, 
will-power,  sympathy  for  children,  high  ideals  and  soul  power,  but 
they  do  say  something  concerning  scholarship,  without  which  no 
one  can  succeed  as  a  teacher.  In  selecting  teachers,  directors  must 
consider  the  license  and  the  teacher's  entire  personality.  A  few  of 
our  teachers  were  failures.  Quite  a  number  of  summer  normals 
were  organized  throughout  the  county  and  were  well  patronized 
by  our  younger  teachers.  A  number  attended  either  a  State 
Is'ormal  School  or  some  other  school  of  high  grade. 

For  the  first  time  did  the  teachers  of  the  county  meet  in  annual 
sessions  as  an  institute  in  Philipsburg.  The  memory  of  that  in- 
spiring meeting  is  still  fresh  in  the  mind  and  it  is  hard  to  refer  to 
it  except  in  the  most  glowing  terms.  The  free  trolley  ride  and  the 
royal  reception  given  the  teachers  by  the  educational  people  of  the 
town  will  ever  remain  as  green  spots  in  the  memory  of  every  teacher 
present.  The  institute  is  the  educational  rally  of  the  year,  and 
certainly  proves  an  important  factor  in  arousing  interest.  A  part 
of  the  time  institute  was  divided  into  three  sections,  and  depart- 
ment and  grade  work  suited  to  the  needs  of  teachers  in  different 
grades  was  discussed.  This  feature  possesses  merit  beyond  our  ex- 
pectations. The  attendance  was  exceptional,  the  interest  good, 
and  the  professional  life  of  the  teacher  revived.  Financially  it 
eclipsed  all  former  institutes.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  F.  M. 
McMurry,  of  Teachers'  College,  N.  Y. ;  Dr.  F.  B.  Pearson,  Columbus, 
O.;  Miss  Maude  \Villis,  Central  State  Normal  School,  and  Supt, 
Charles  Lose,  Williamsport.  State  Superintendent  N.  C.  Schaeffer 
was  to  be  with  us,  but  circumstances  beyond  his  control  interfered. 
The  evening  attractions  were  A.  W.  IJawks,  The  Original  Caro- 
lina Jubilee  Singers  and  Dr.  Robert  Stuart  MacArthur.  The  usual 
amount  of  local  institute  work  was  done.  In  one  local  institute 
district  this  feature  of  schoo'  work  was  cancelled  because  of  a 
emall-pox  prevalence.  A  number  of  our  teachers  continue  to  ab- 
sent themsolve^s  because  they  are  not  compensated  financially. 
What  a  blessing  to  the  cause  of  education  if  the  commercial  worhl 
could  absorb  such  persons. 
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The  eighteenth  annual  sessions  of  the  School  Directors'  Associa- 
tion convened  in  Tetrikeu  Hall,  Beilefonte,  January  21  and  22. 
About  one-half  of  the  directors  attended  this  convention.  Until  a 
per  diem  compensation  is  legalized,  the  indillerent  director  will  not 
attend.  Those  who  do  attend  become  better  school  men.  Supt. 
J.  M.  Berkej,  of  Johnstown,  and  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin,  of 
Wilkes-Earre,  were  with  us  and  greatly  pleased  our  directors  with 
their  interesting  and  very  practical  talks.  Some  directors  will  not 
enforce  the  compulsory  attendance  law. 

The  Bellefonte  and  the  Philipsburg  higl.  schools  had,  as  usual, 
very  interesting  commencement  exercises,  ai:  1  graduated  more  than 
the  usual  number.  The  sentiment  for  township  high  schools  con- 
tinues to  grow.  The  money  spent  to  enhance  the  educational  ad- 
vantages of  the  boys  and  the  girls  in  rural  districts  is  well  spent. 
Let  us  hope  the  next  Legislature  will  further  increase  the  appro- 
priation for  this  purpose.  The  townships  of  Ferguson,  Uaines,  Lib- 
erty, Walker  and  Worth  have  established  such  schools  in  accord- 
ance with  law,  and  will  receive  their  share  of  the  special  State  ap- 
propriation. The  high  schools  of  Walker  and  Liberty  townships 
graduated  classes  of  six  and  nine,  respectiveh'.  The  last-named 
class  was  very  ably  addressed  by  Uis  Honor  Judge  J.  G,  Love,  and 
the  Walker  township  class  was  addressed  by  the  county  superin- 
tendent. Sentiment  and  conviction  in  our  county  form  very  slowly, 
in  consequence  of  which  changes  are  never  sudden,  and  our  people 
are  very  slow  to  believe  that  transporting  children  in  rural  districts 
and  centralizing  schools  would  greatly  improve  conditions. 

Our  county  is  not  growing  numerically.  We  enrolled  Gl  pupils 
less  than  last  year,  and  'dlH  less  than  in  lOUl.  The  severe  winter 
and  epidemics  of  various  kinds  explain  to  a  large  extent,  the  fact 
that  the  average  attendance  is  lUT  less  than  last  year.  Twelve  dis- 
tricts paid  an  increased  salary,  in  consequence  of  which  the  average 
school  tax  is  augmented  six-tenths  of  one  per  cent. 

The  •'minimum  salary  law"  marks  an  era  in  our  county.  Fifty 
per  cent,  of  our  teachers  received  less  than  what  this  new  law  al- 
lows. Thirteen  districts  are  not  affected,  eighteen  are  affected  in 
part,  while  College,  Howard  and  Potter  townships  must  increase  the 
salary  of  every  teacher  employed.  This  law  means  an  extra  expen- 
diture of  nearly  f 4,000.  All  this  goes  into  the  pockets  of  poorly 
paid  teachers.  To  convince  some  of  our  people  that  this  law  is  just, 
it  is  necessary  for  at  least  a  few  of  our  teachers  to  do  better  work. 
Our  county  stands  forty-first  in  paying  average  monthly  wages  to 
male  teachers  and  thirty-sixth  in  wages  paid  to  female  teachers. 
This  does  not  show  very  well  for  a  county  so  rich  in  natural  re- 
sources. 

Our  teaching  force  is  gradually  improving,  yet  some  expect  too 
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muc'li  of  the  schools.  The  schools  ninst  not  be  hekl  responsible 
lor  nil  the  sins  of  the  young.  Schools  cannot  create,  but  train  mind 
equipment.  Where  heredity  and  home  training  co-operate  with  the 
school  good  results  must  follow;  where  the  child  is  neglected  by  way 
of  evil  cnvironiiicnts  in  and  about  the  home,  the  product  of  the 
school  cannot  be  pure. 

The  varied  dulics  that  confront  the  superintendent  make  a  wise 
discrimiualion  of  time;  imperative.  I  nmde  .j7I)  visits  to  the  schools, 
attended  two  state  educational  conventions,  served  as  a  member 
on  the  Slate  Board  of  Examiners  for  one  of  our  Normal  Schools, 
conducted  many  examinalious  in  the  county,  besides  holding  inter 
views  with  })arents,  pupils,  teachers  and  directors  running  into  the 
hundreds,  wrote  several  thousand  letters  and  performed  possibly 
a  dozen  other  duties  (expected  and  otherwise.  The  active  superin- 
tendent can  at  all  (inics  hnd  work  to  do.  Whether  oui-  oflicial  work 
is  well  done  or  not,  the  educational  public  must  decide. 

I  believe  our  educational  forces  are  fairly  well  organized  and 
equipped.  Our  buildings  are  rather  good,  the  teachers  earnest 
and  many  directors  faithful.  With  all  this  as  a  foundation  on  which 
to  stand,  let  us  go  onward  with  the  purpose  in  view  to  instil  tlu' 
higliest  intelligence,  and  may  we  look  upward  and  receive  inspira- 
tion to  teach  that  character  is  above  knowledge,  that  goodness  out- 
ranks greatness  and  thus  fulfill  our  highest  mission. 

In  the  performance  of  duty  we  had  the  support  of  teachers,  direct- 
ors and  friends  of  education.     For  this  we  are  truly  grateful. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— G.  W.  Moore 


The  past  year  was  characterized  by  earnest,  faithful  work  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers  and  commendable  elVorts  and  interest  on  the 
jiart  of  the  children.  The  interest  of  the  home  in  the  school  is  more 
than  ordinary.  This  is  due  to  the  graded  course  of  study  now  so 
universal  and  elTectually  carried  out  in  our  county,  and  the  ex- 
cellent higli  schools,  whidi  are  available  for  almost  every  district. 
Our  graded  course  of  study,  covering,  as  it  does,  the  first  year  of 
the  township  high  school  course,  made  it  quite  easy  to  organize  and 
quickly  establish  the  eighteen  high  schools  under  the  act  of  1001. 

An  annual  institute  was  lield  during  the  week  October  10-il:^  and 
was  a  success.  Our  teachers  are  each  year  evincing  an  increasing 
interest  in  the  annual  county  institutes  and  the  nunuM'ous  local 
institutes  of  our  county. 

As  the  teachers  rise  in  tlx'ii"  own  estimation  so  will  they  also  rise 
in  the  a])jtre<iat ion  of  the  community  wliose  members  tliey  so  faitli 
fnllv  serve. 
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Our  institute  iustructors  were  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  University  of 
Pennsylvania;  Dr.  A.  E.  Winsliip,  Boston;  Dr.  Henry  R.  Pattengill, 
Michigan,  and  Prof.  Jere  March,  Philadeli)hia.  The  evening  enter- 
tainers were  the  Bostonian  Ladies'  Orchestra,  Dr.  Henry  K.  Patten- 
gill,  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Elizabeth  Barrie  DeGill  and  Dr.  A.  E.  Win- 
ship. 

During  the  year  excellent  local  institutes  were  held  at  Cedarville, 
Doe  Bun,  Avondale,  Phoenixville.  On  account  of  a  case  of  small- 
pox breaking  out  in  Atgleu  the  institute  \>as  postponed  at  that 
place.  Centralization  was  defeated  at  tin,'  February  election  in 
Newlin  township.  Our  directors  have  been  unusually  active  in 
improving  the  school  houses.  At  Cochrauville,  West  Fallowfleld 
township,  a  fine  four-room  brick  high  school  building  was  dedicated 
June  11.  The  speakers  on  that  occasion  were  Hon.  T.  S.  Butler, 
Congressman;  ex-county  Supt.  W.  W.  Woodruff,  Dr.  Franklin  S.  Ed- 
munds, Philadelphia,  and  County  Supt.  G.  W.  Moore, 

An  excellent  four-room  etoue  high  school  building  is  ready  for 
occupancy  at  Frazer,  East  A\  hiteland  township.  In  East  Bradford 
township  two  buildings  were  remodelled  and  supplied  with  new 
single  desks;  also,  in  Cain  township,  the  high  school  building  was 
remodelled  to  accommodate  three  rooms,  which  were  furnished  with 
single  desks.  A  new  school  house  was  erected  in  West  Fallowfleld 
to  replace  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  at  Prospect  Hill.  The  fine 
building  which  was  the  school  house  for  the  high  school  and  gram- 
mar school  in  North  Coventry  township  was  destroyed  by  fire  last 
winter.  A  new  school  house  was  erected  in  Birmingham  township. 
A  fine  two-room  brick  building  was  erected  in  East  Fallowfleld 
township  at  Ercildoun. 

The  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  Chester  county  are  probably 
as  well  prepared  for  their  work,  as  ambitious  to  excel  in  their  chosen 
profession  as  any  in  the  country.  The  reports  from  the  jjatrons, 
the  directors  and  the  superintendents  testify  to  the  earnestness 
and  zeal  of  the  work  done  in  all  grades  of  schools  and  every  section 
of  the  county.  The  preparation  of  the  day's  work,  the  teaching 
and  discipline,  the  correction  of  papers,  together  with  the  tension 
that  is  more  or  less  inevitably  the  allotment  of  every  teacher,  make 
the  days,  weeks  and  months  a  continuous  round  of  work,  with  little 
relaxation  and  recreation. 

The  members  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Professional  So- 
ciety desire  to  commend  the  teachers  for  the  highly  successful  work 
that  they  are  doing,  and  for  the  zeal  that  is  prompting  them  to 
send  the  fame  of  the  excellence  of  the  public  school  teaching  of 
Chester  county  out  as  a  sign  of  what  privileges  the  youth  of  our '  * 
fair  farms  and  attractive  towns  are  the  recipients.  The  committee 
wants   to  suggest  that  the  preparation  for   the  teaching  of  the 
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following  day  should  not  take  a  great  part  of  the  teacher's  time 
outside  of  school  hours,  that  the  work  well  systematized  and  the 
time  carefully  methodized  will  ^ive  knsure  for  pleasurable  recrea- 
tion and  profitable  culture  periods.  When  all  the  time  is  given  to 
the  immediate  wants  of  the  pupils,  the  teacher  may  do  excellent 
work  for  her  school,  but  she  cannot  grow  with  her  pupils  nor  can 
she  prepare  for  better  work  or  higher  position.  It  is  needful  that 
the  teacher's  intellectual  and  professional  growth  be  as  sure  as 
the  increasing  stature  of  her  pupils. 

The  professional  growth  of  the  teacher  is  dependent  upon  her 
contact  with  the  world,  her  connection  with  academic  lecture  and 
instruction,  and  her  own  effort  at  reading,  study  and  research. 
The  reading  courses  of  the  Professional  Society  are  prepared  with 
much  foresight  and  care,  so  that  all  members  may  not  only  be  the 
better  furnished  for  each  day's  duties,  but  that  their  professional 
horizon  may  be  broadened  and  their  general  eflBciency  for  present 
and  future  position  may  be  increased.  Last  year  there  was  an  en- 
rolment of  98  members,  68  took  the  examinations  and  certificates 
were  given  to  60  teachers  of  the  county. 

The  committee  is  very  desirous  that  more  teachers  in  the  county 
shall  become  members  of  the  society  and  share  in  the  benefits  aris- 
ing from  the  careful,  systematic  study  of  the  texts  chosen  for  the 
year.  The  teacher  with  the  higher  grade  certific'tes  needs  the 
stimulus  of  reading,  study  and  examination  more  than  the  holder 
of  a  provisional  certificate.  The  latter  must  read  and  study  to 
make  next  year's  certificate  and  the  study  of  the  three-book  course 
of  reading  is  the  most  effective  as  well  as  the  easiest  method  of 
getting  an  excellent  mark  on  the  certificate  in  theory. of  teaching. 
It  is  easy  for  the  teacher  that  has  one  of  the  permanent  certificates 
to  put  all  of  her  time  and  energy  on  the  school  to  the  exclusion 
of  any  outside  systematic  study. 

It  is  urged  upon  the  inexperienced  teacher  to  take  these  books 
in  reading.  Though  in  a  normal  school  course,  she  may  have  read 
books  on  school  management,  methods  and  ethics,  the  solution  to 
the  problems  discussed  did  not  have  a  really  practical  meaning  to 
her.  Now,  with  a  room  full  of  children  to  manage,  teach  and.  above 
all,  to  lead  into  the  formation  of  good  character,  the  normal  school 
graduate  finds  herself  face  to  face  with  cases  in  which  conditions 
are  so  different  that  she  will  read  and  re-read  her  books  with  a 
zoi\]  and  insight  that  will  bring  solutions  from  many  intricate  prob- 
lems. 

The  first  book  of  the  course  is  McMnrry's  Method  of  Teaching 
English  rinssics.  All  of  the  seven  c]in]iters  are  full  of  rich  sugges- 
tions relating  to  the  matter  and  method  in  selecting  and  teaching 
good    English    in    the    schools.     In    the    graded    course    of   etndv. 
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adopted  in  most  of  our  schools,  much  reading  is  planned  in  English, 
but  little  help  is  given  as  to  the  method  of  doing  the  work.  The 
list  of  books  in  the  seventh  chapter  for  the  different  grades  is  well 
worth  the  price  of  the  volumes.  The  committee  is  greath'  pleased 
to  bring  to  the  teacher  a  book  so  heli)ful  and  so  directly  in  line  with 
the  work  planned  by  the  euperintendeut.  Every  teacher  in  the 
county  should  own  a  copy  for  almost  daily  use. 

Seeley's  New  School  Management  is  based  on  thoroughly  sound 
educational  principles.  Teachers  will  find  the  discussions  full  and 
explicit.  The  book  is  new  and  from  the  pen  of  a  successful  teacher. 
The  management  of  the  school  requires  judgment,  skill  and  taste, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  teaching,  general  pedagogy, 
and  the  history  of  education;  but  if  the  teacher  errs  in  her  correc- 
tion, punishment,  treatment  of  school  evils,  or  in  the  use  of  praise, 
criticism  and  the  use  of  incentive,  she  jeopardizes  her  success  and 
is  threatened  with  disaster.  Seeley's  School  Management  abounds 
with  concrete  illustrations  that  will  be  most  helpful  in  the  manage- 
ment of  pupils  and  classes.  The  committee  b<'lieves  it  is  one  of 
the  best  books  on  the  subject. 

The  third  book  in  -the  course  is  probably  one  of  the  most  note- 
worthy. Books  on  ethics  are  abundant,  but  they  are  not  used  in 
daily  reference;  books  on  morals  may  be  found,  but  i)Ui)ils  that 
read  the  book  and  listen  to  concrete  illustrations  of  the  rewards 
thrust  upon  the  good  and  the  inevitable  troubles  that  surround  and 
engulf  the  evil  doer,  are  as  likely  to  envy  the  latter  as  to  emulate 
the  former.  Sabin's  Common  Sense  Didactics  is  rich  in  suggestions 
along  the  lines  of  moral  training.  It  is  the  full  measure  of  help  to 
all  teachers  from  a  man  whose  years  have  been  given  to  the  ques- 
tion of  moral  training  in  the  public  schools.  Every  teacher  sees 
the  necessity  of  careful,  systematic  teaching  in  morals  among  her 
pupils.  She  is  often  perplexed  to  know  how  to  approach  a  difficult 
case;  she  is  troubled  when  her  teaching  seems  unheeded;  her  heart 
grows  sick  to  hear  evil  of  her  pupils.  The  book  will  be  of  much 
service  to  the  thinking  teacher.     Every  teacher  should  have  a  copy. 

The  three  books  selected  are  valuable  aids  in  the  preparation  for 
an  examination  in  theory  of  teaching;  they  are  probably  more  useful 
to  the  teacher  in  giving  her  a  stimulus  to  best  endeavor  and  en- 
couragement in  finding  most  efficient  means  to  the  control  of  her 
school  and  to  the  study  of  her  pupils;  but,  best  of  all,  the  committee 
believes  that  these  little  volumes  will  be  a  library  of  reference  on 
the  teacher's  desk,-  a  source  of  daily  usefulness  and  an  invaluable 
aid  to  the  professional  success  of  the  owner. 

During  the  past  year  the  club  had  several  meetings,  at  whirh 
were  discussed  questions  relating  to  the  work  of  our  public  schools. 
''A   Course  of  Stndv  for  our  Hiiih  Schools"  was  the  subject  under 
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discussion  at  the  inootinp;  hold  in  January.  To  formulate  a  course 
of  t<tudy  lociuires  a  jri'tat  amount  of  thouj^ht.  Those  of  us  who  were 
present  leeeived  many  useful  hints  from  the  various  discussions. 

Another  meeting;  was  held  in  April.  This  time  the  subject  for 
discussion  was  "Mathematics."  I'rof.  D.  M.  Senseni^,  professor  of 
mathematics  of  the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School,  gave  a 
very  instructive  talk  on  *'^Yhat  Should  be  Taujrht  to  a  High  School 
Class  in  Arithmetic."  At  tliis  meeting  an  invitation  from  the 
Delaware  County  Teachers'  Association  to  accompany  them  on  a 
historical  tiip  to  Oettysbuig  was  accepted  by  the  club. 

The  growth  of  sentiment  favorable  to  the  establishment  and  con- 
tinuance of  high  schools  is  a  source  of  congratulation.  Let  the 
good  work  continue.  The  rertcx  influence  of  a  well-conducted  high 
school  on  a  community  should  be  borne  in  mind.  Xot  only  doee  a 
high  school  bring  culture,  opportunity  for  usefulness,  larger  ideals 
and  encouragement  to  the  youth  of  a  community,  but  the  ele- 
mentary schools  are  better  taught  thereby.  They  are  training 
schools  for  the  larger  civic  life.  Wise  public  policy  and  the  best 
interests  of  the  children  are  conserved  by  such  a  system.  Great 
is  the  glory  of  the  directors  in  seeking  the  best  free  education 
within  easy  reach  of  every  child  of  every  family.  One  additional 
high  school  will  be  added  to  the  list  of  the  forth  "^raing  year,  viz: 
East  Whiteland.  But  few  more  schools  are  necessaiy,  in  our  judg- 
ment, in  order  that  all  districts  in  our  county  shall  be  adequately 
supplied.  All  districts  adjacent  to  borough  high  schools  or  that 
are  so  situated  as  to  be  eaey  of  access,  should  send  their  larger 
pupils,  graduates  in  the  county  graded  course,  to  such  high  school. 
Many  such  districts  have  been  doing  so  for  years.  All  should  do 
so.  The  superintendent  earnestly  recommends  such  a  course.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  not  le^s  than  two  hundred  pupils  were  sent  from 
districts  which  do  not  maintain  high  schools  to  the  high  schools  of 
adjacent  districts. 

It  is  beyond  question  but  that  the  twenty-one  districts  supply- 
ing these  pupils  to  the  several  high  schools  are  complying  literally 
with  the  law  providing  for  township  high  schools,  yet  they  do  not 
participate  in  the  distribution  of  the  appropriation  provided  for 
high  school  educaticui.  We  are  still  of  the  opinion  that  all  such 
districts  that  offer  a  high  school  education  to  their  pupils  in  this 
way  are  justly  entitled  to  a  pro  rata  share  of  the  special  high 
school  appropriation.  The  act  should  be  so  amended  as  to  cover 
the  above  case.  During  the  past  year  eiiihteen  townships  conducted 
high  schools  in  full  accordance  with  the  recent  law  pertaining  to 
the  same.  The  districts  nuiintaining  such  schools  are  Cain.  North 
Coventry.  Easttown.  West  Eallowfield.  East  Goshen,  TToneybrook. 
East  Marlborough,  West  Nantmeal.  New  Garden.  New  London.  East 
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Nottingham,  East  Pikeland,  West  Pikeland,  Tredyffrin,  West  Vin- 
cent, Wallace,  Eaet  Brandywine  and  Warwick. 

The  high  schools  received  special  attention  from  the  superintend- 
ent and  all  were  found  complying  with  the  law  and  carrying  out  the 
course  of  study  required  by  the  Department.  Our  excellent  graded 
course  of  study  for  the  ungraded  school  covers  the  first  year  of  the 
high  school  course.  Hence,  the  pupils  of  the  high  school  enter  well 
prepared  to  pursue  the  required  course  of  study. 

There  is  a  more  complete  understanding  and  a  closer  bond  of 
unity  existing  among  all  the  factors  of  the  system — directors,  teach- 
ers, people  and  the  press.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  it  is,  indeed, 
gratifying  to  work  in  such  environment.  Our  thanks  are  due  the 
Department,  the  friends  of  education  and  the  press  for  their  splen- 
did co-operation. 


CLARION  COUNTY— L.  L.  Himes. 


This,  my  second  annual  report,  is  submitted  with  considerable 
satisfaction.  While  nothing  special  or  unusual  has  taken  place  in 
the  educational  work  in  Clarion  county,  substantial  advancement 
has  been  made  in  many  directions.  The  number  of  schools  has  been 
increased  from  258  to  260.  There  was  a  very  general  and  united 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  directors  throughout  the  county  to  enforce 
the  compulsory  attendance  act,  and  the  result  was  that  many  neg- 
lected children  were  brought  into  school,  many  of  which  made 
commendable  progress  in  their  school  work. 

The  boards  of  directors,  as  a  rule,  were  careful  in  their  selection 
of  teachers,  seeking  for  those  who  were  best  qualified  or  at  least 
for  those  who  had  successful  experience.  They  were,  in  some  cases, 
unable  to  secure  teachers  of  experience  or  those  holding  the  higher 
grads  of  certificates  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  teachers.  We 
had  fewer  applicants  for  certificates  than  that  of  previous  j'cars. 
This  was  caused  by  higher  wages  being  paid  in  many  of  the  other 
lines  of  work.  This  action  on  the  part  of  the  directors  has  been 
productive  of  much  good  in  the  schools  of  our  county,  and  in  the 
districts  where  the  directors  were  most  careful  in  the  selection  of 
teachers,  the  best  school  work  was  done.  It  also  had  a  good  effect 
on  the  young  and  beginning  teachers,  causing  them  to  make  greater 
effort  for  more  thorough  preparation  for  teaching. 

The  first  session  of  Clarion  County  Directors'  Association  met 
in  the  Normal  Assembly  Hall,  November  20,  1903;  while  the  at- 
tendance was  not  so  large  or  general  as  it  should  have  been,  we 
had  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  meeting.  Hon.  A.  M.  Neely. 
of  TJinliland   t^owmahip.   and   A.  M    ChatloT.   of  Paint  township,  had 
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beeu  assigued  to  opcu  the  discussiou  on  "The  Compulsory  iSchool 
Law,  Its  Meaniug,  Use,  Euforceinent,  Penalties,  etc."  Dr.  Samuel 
Weir,  principal  of  Clarion  State  Normal,  discussed  "The  Relation 
of  the  Normal  Schools  and  the  Public  Schools."  George  F.  Whit- 
mer,  Esq.,  director  from  Clarion  borough,  explained  the  right  of 
soldiers'  children  under  the  act  of  1895. 

The  subject  of  township  high  schools  proved  to  be  one  of  most 
interest  to  the  directors  present.  Salem  township  is  establishing 
a  high  school  and  other  boards  are  seriously  considering  the  matter. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  December  21-114,  19U3,  in 
the  new  chapel  and  gymnasium  of  the  Clarion  Normal  School.  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeiler,  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction;  Dr.  Edwin  W.  Chubb,  Ohio  University;  Dr.  D. 
G.  Murphy,  State  Normal  School,  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.;  Dr.  Walter  Eg- 
bert and  Prof.  W.  Y.  Welch,  of  State  Normal  School,  Clarion,  Pa.; 
Miss  Kathryu  L.  McGarr,  Fredonia  Academy,  N.  Y.;  Miss  Melissa 
Davis,  Clarion,  Pa.,  had  charge  of  the  music,  and  Miss  Flora  Brink- 
ley  was  pianist;  Mrs.  Mabel  Osgood,  Boston,  Mass.,  violin  solist. 

On  Monday  evening  Gen.  Z,  T.  Sweeney  lectured  on  the  "Golden 
Age."  On  Tuesday  evening.  Dr.  Madison  C.  Peters  lectured  on 
''How  to  Make, Things  Go;"  on  Wednesday  evening  the  Katharine 
Kidgway  Concert  Company  gave  an  elocutionary  and  musical  enter- 
tainment, and  on  Thursday  evening  the  Allegheny  College  Glee  and 
Mandolin  Clubs  gave  a  unique  musical  entertainment.  The  day  and 
evening  sessions  were  well  attended  throughout  the  week. 

The  county  institute  was  in  every  way  a  success,  and  yet  I  doubt 
sometime  whether  we  get  the  most  for  the  money  expended. 

In  conclusion,  I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  courtesies,  co-opera- 
tion and  encouragements  of  pupils,  parents,  directors,  teachers,  the 
press  of  the  county  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— E.  C.  Shields. 


Another  year  has  come  and  gone  and  the  educational  results  have 
become  a  part  of  the  history  of  our  county.  \\'hile  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  strike  a  balance  at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  and  credit 
up  the  educational  gains  and  losses  in  the  lodger,  as  individuals 
and  corporations  do  their  financial  gains  and  losses,  yet  by  a  review 
of  the  year's  work  we  can  determine  on  which  side  the  balance 
should  be  placed.  A  few  of  the  things  that  convince  us  that  we 
have  a  considerable  balance  to  carry  on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger 
are  the  following: 

The  oorapnlsory  attendance  law  in  slowly  but  surely  increasing 
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our  atteudanee.  This,  with  the  interest  of  teachers  and  directors 
and  the  improved  conditions  in  many  of  our  districts,  is  increasing 
the  interest  of  the  parents,  and  is  bringing  about  a  much  better 
attendance  then  formerly.  In  this  connection  I  wish  to  say  that 
from  my  observation  the  compulsory  age  should  be  raised  to  eigh- 
teen yearis,  with  large  discretionary  powers  granted  to  the  boards 
to  excuse  pupils  from  attending  after  sixteen  years  old,  if  they 
can  produce  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  being  excused.  The 
reason  I  would  urge  for  this  change  in  the  law  is  that  I  find  grow- 
ing up  in  our  county,  among  both  parents  and  pupils,  a  sentiment 
that  sixteen  years  of  age  constitute  the  limit  at  which  a  pupil 
is  expected  to  leave  school.  Very  frequently  we  hear  the  expression 
"I  will  be  sixteen  years  old  next  year  and  will  not  have  to  go  to 
school  any  longer."  It  is  hard  to  convince  parents  and  pupils  that 
the  children  should  continue  in  school  after  they  have  reached  the 
age  of  sixteen.  In  some  communities  I  find  this  sentiment  has 
taken  such  firm  hold  that  the  compulsory  law  has  really  worked  an 
injury  instead  of  a  benefit  to  the  children  of  the  community. 

The  directors  in  many  of  our  districts  anticipated  the  minimum 
salary  bill  and  voluntarily  raised  the  wages  of  their  teachers  to  the 
$3.5  limit,  and  some  of  them  went  beyond  it.  As  a  result,  I  find 
more  of  our  experienced  teachers  have  decided  to  remain  in  the 
work  than  in  former  years.  While  the  minimum  salary  only  af- 
fected a  few  of  our  schools  directly,  it  affects  a  large  number  in- 
directly. If  a  teacher  can  get  ^S.j  per  month  for  teaching  a  small 
school,  the  larger  and  more  difficult  schools  must  pay  considerably 
more  than  this  to  get  efficient  teachers. 

Beccaria  and  Penn  townships  ^ach  built  a  good  frame  one-roomed 
house,  Sandy  built  a  modern  one-roomed  brick  house.  Knox 
erected,  at  the  new  mining  town  of  Boardman,  a  fine  two-roomed 
frame  building,  and  Morris  added  two  rooms  to  its  brick  high  school 
building,  making  it  one  of  the  best  six-roomed  buildings  in  the 
county.  Besides  these,  before  the  close  of  the  year.  Cooper  and 
Sandy  townships  had  each  let  the  contract  and  begun  the  erection 
of  eight-roomed  brick  buildings,  in  which  each  township  expects  to 
organize  a  township  high  school. 

We  have  now  four  township  high  schools  in  successful  operation. 
These  schools  are  proving  of  such  benefit  that  two  more,  and  prob- 
ably three,  will  be  started  the  coming  year.  The  people  are  begin- 
ning to  see  the  benefits  of  higher  schools  in  the  rural  districts  and 
are  providing  the  necessary  accommodations  to  give  the  country 
boys  and  girls  the  advantages  educationally  that  have  been  enjoyed 
by  the  town  children  for  several  years. 

As  usual,  in  our  county,  the  county  institute  was  a  great  success. 
The  day  instructors  were  entertaining  and  instructive,  the  attend- 
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ante  aud  atteautiou  of  the  teachers  excelleut,  aud  the  number  of 
citizens  at  every  session  limited  only  by  the  size  of  the  opera  house. 
The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  Edward  F.  Bigelow,  Stamford,  Ct.; 
Supt.  J.  M.  Coughliu,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fees,  Chicago,  111.; 
Dr.  Frank  S.  Fox,  Columbus,  O.  Violinist  and  soloist,  Miss  Louie 
M.  Taylor.  Musical  director,  Prof.  T,  L.  Gibson,  Ebeusburg,  Pa. 
Elecutiouist,  Miss  Maud  ^\  illis,  Lock  Uaven,  Pianist,  Miss  Joseph- 
ine Thompson,  Curwensville,  Pa.  Organist,  Mies  Eliza  Minds,  Ramey, 
Pa.  The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by  Will  Carleton,  Dr. 
Edward  F.  Bigelow,  Gen.  Z.  T.  Sweeney  and  Katharine  Kidgeway 
Concert  Company. 

Xever  in  the  history  of  the  county  was  there  so  much  interest 
taken  in  the  local  institutes  as  this  year.  The  attendance  of  both 
teachers  and  citizens  was  very  large,  man}'  of  them  approaching 
in  attendance  aud  interest  the  county  institute.  The  talent  em- 
ployed for  these  locals  were  persons  of  national  reputation  in  edu- 
cational circles.  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess  was  an  instructor  at  two,  Miss 
Sfaud  Willis  at  two.  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller  at  one  and  Dr.  Hammers  at 
another.  The  locals  were  held  at  New  Millport,  Westover,  Cur 
wensville,  Karthaus,  Osceola,  DuBois,  Clearfield,  Coalport  and  Mor- 
risdale.  Besides  these  there  were  many  district  institutes  which 
were  of  much  interest  and  benefit  to  those  participating. 

The  directors  held  a  very  interesting  convention  during  the  insti- 
tute week.  The  discussions  were  animated  and  timely.  About  lod 
directors  were  present  and  much  good  will  result  from  their  two- 
days'  deliberations.  They  made  arrangements  for  their  first  con 
vention  under  the  new  directors"  association  law  to  be  held  early 
in  June,  1904. 

During  the  term  I  visited  411  of  the  schools,  and  made  a  total  of 
425  official  visits  to  the  schools  of  the  county.  While  we  had  a 
large  number  of  inexperienced  teachers,  the  work  of  most  of  them 
was  earnest  and  producing  good  results.  A  few  did  not  prove  satis- 
factory but,  considering  the  number  of  beginners,  the  percentage 
of  failure  was  very  small.  I  noticed  considerable  advance  in  the 
matter  of  school-room  decorations,  singing  and  other  things  that 
do  not  directly  belong  to  the  school  curriculum,  but  which  really 
mark  the  dividing  line  between  the  successful  teacher  and  the  un- 
successful teacher.  Pretty  nearly  all  the  schools  were  visited  by 
some  of  the  directors  during  the  term  and  encouragement  given 
to  the  teacher. 

At  the  examinations  for  graduating  in  the  common  branches  held 
on  the  26th  of  March,  238  entered  the  elasses  and  124  passed  the 
examination  successfully  and  were  granted  diplomas.  The  various 
borcMigh  and  township  high  schools  graduat«'d  a  total  of  i\4  young 
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people  who  had  completed  the  course  prescribed  in  the  various  high 
schools  of  the  county. 

We  have  thus  summed  up  the  more  important  steps  in  the  educa- 
tional work  of  the  county,  and  while  it  can  only  give  an  outline 
of  the  work  done,  it  may  help  us  to  form  somewhat  of  a  correct 
estimate  of  what  is  being  accomplished  along  educational  lines  in 
our  county.  ^A'hile  the  progress  may  be  slow,  yet  I  feel  that  im- 
provement in  the  work  is  being  made,  and  the  interest  in  our 
schools  and  school  work  is  increasing  year  by  year.  And  I  believe 
the  year  just  closed  has  been  productive  of  better  resuKs  than  any 
former  year  in  our  county's  history. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  N.  McCloskey, 


In  submitting  our  annual  report  we  do  so  with  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  that  our  schools  are  gradually  growing  in  efficiency  and 
numbers. 

In  addition  to  the  good  work  done  by  our  normal  schools  in  train- 
ing teachers,  the  iulluence  of  township  and  borough  high  schools 
is  growing  more  apparent  year  by  year. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  was  greater  and  more  regular  than 
for  years. 

\Vhile  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  educational  act  may 
have  something  to  do  with  increasing  the  percentage  of  attend- 
ance, yet  the  work  of  the  earnest,  faithful  teachers  and  the  united 
influence  of  school  directors  have  done  much  to  promote  a  healthy 
growth  of  public  school  sentiment. 

Three  new  buildings  v\ere  erected  during  the  year,  one  at  Oak 
Grove,  one  at  Clintondale  and  one  at  Drury's  Kun. 

The  first  named  is  a  splendid  four-roomed  building,  containing  all 
modern  appliances  for  heat  and  ventilation,  and  costing  about  $9,- 
UUU.  The  second  is  an  up-to-date  two-roomed  building,  costing  about 
$2,600.  The  third  is  a  neat  single-room  building,  with  a  seating 
capacity  for  fifty  pupils. 

The  local  institutes  held  in  the  towns  throughout  the  county  were 
loyally  supported  by  the  teachers  and  were  generally  well  attended 
by  the  public.  The  churches  were  opened  for  these  educational 
meetings  and  teachers  were  royally  entertained  by  the  citizens. 
The  programs  were  arranged  to  include  citizens  of  the  several  locali- 
ties in  the  work.  Patrons  of  the  schools  left  these  meetings  with 
a  better  understanding  of  their  relation  to  the  common  school  cause. 

Six  new  schools  were  opened  in  our  county  at  the  beginning  of  the 
term,  and  three  remote  country  schools  were  closed,  and  yet  the 
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entire  gain  of  school  population  was  about  twenty-eight  over  last 
year.  This  may  be  accounted  for  in  the  closing  of  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, and  the  families  moving  into  the  towns  to  engage  in  the  shops 
and  factories. 

The  enrolment  of  the  schools  of  the  county  independent  of  Lock 
Haven  and  the  parochial  schooLs  of  Keuovo,  was  5,042. 

School  boards  throughout  the  county  have  become  more  active 
in  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  act,  and  patrons 
are  learning  to  appreciate  the  benetits  of  the  common  school. 

^^'e  regret  to  say  that  too  many  of  our  boys  and  girls  between 
the  ages  of  thirteen  and  sixteen  are  willing  to  leave  school  for  the 
mills  and  factories. 

\Vhile  the  minimum  salary  law  may  prove  to  be  a  hardship  in 
several  of  our  rural  districts,  yet  a  number  of  the  boards  voluntarily 
increased  the  wages  bf  their  teachers  last  year. 

Our  schools  are  well  supplied  with  maps  and  charts.  A  number 
of  schools  throughout  the  county  have  organs.  The  high  school 
at  Kenovo  purchased  a  handsome  piano  during  the  term. 

Many  books  were  added  to  the  public  school  libraries  throughout 
the  county,  and  several  new  libraries  were  started.  The  influence 
of  good  books  cannot  be  measured  by  dollars  and  cents. 

In  compliance  with  the  recent  act  of  Assembly  creating  the  di- 
rectors' county  association,  the  directors  of  the  county  met  in  the 
court  house  on  Thursday,  January  21,  1904,  and  affected  an  organiza- 
tion. O.  S.  Whitman,  of  Grugau.  was  elected  chairman,  Jas.  D. 
Stoughton,  of  Allison,  secretary,  and  Frank  Kitter,  of  Lock  Haven, 
treasurer. 

Questions  of  vital  importance  to  school  aduiiuistratiou  were  ably 
discussed  by  members  of  the  different  school  boards.  The  evening 
lecture  was  delivered  by  Hon.  Emerson  Collins,  of  Williamsport. 
The  directors  present  heartily  approved  of  the  meeting  and  pledged 
their  support  to  the  schools  of  the  county. 

Prior  to  the  closing  of  the  county  schools  for  Christmas  holiday 
vacation,  the  teachers  took  up  collections  in  their  respective  schools 
for  the  benetit  of  the  Clinton  county  hospital,  which  amounted  to 
|152.  The  money  was  very  much  appreciated  by  the  officials  of  the 
hospital. 

The  forty-eighth  annual  session  of  teachers'  institute  was  held  in 
the  court  house  at  Lock  Haven,  December  21  to  2o.  The  attend- 
ance was  unusually  large  and  order  was  excellent.  Many  pro- 
nounced it  the  best  teachers'  institute  within  the  history  of  the 
county.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Prof.  L.  S.  Ly- 
barger.  Prof.  John  I.  Woodruff,  Dr.  R.  M.  McXeal,  >!upt.  Walborn, 
of  Snyder;  I'rofessors  Singer,  Kilter  and  Miss  Willis,  of  Central 
State  Normal,  and  Prof.  Gresh,  musical  director. 
4—6—1904 
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The  eveiiiiig  euteitaiuments  were  jjiven  by  the  following  talent, 
viz:  Miss  Willis,  eloeutiouist;  Prof.  L.  C.  Prince,  the  Lulu  Tyler 
Gates  Concert  Company. 

During  the  term  we  made  '6o\)  visits  to  the  schools  of  the  county. 
We  were  pleased  to  note  improvements  in  methods  of  teaching  with 
young  teachers  who  had  spent  part  of  their  vacation  in  summer 
training  schools. 

The  increase  of  salary  will  give  many  young  teachers  this  golden 
opportunity  to  spend  their  vacations  in  self  improvement.  Of  the 
total  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  county,  but  37^  per  cent, 
hold  provisional  certificates. 

Ten  members  were  graduated  from  the  Kenovo  high  school  and 
nine  members  from  the  Mill  Hall  high  school. 

In  closing,  our  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  have  aided  us  in  our 
elf ortfi  to  make  the  schools  of  Clinton  county  a*  success.  We  extend 
our  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  advice,  and 
to  the  press  and  school  directors  for  words  of  encouragement  given. 


COLUMBL\   COUNTY— Wm.   W.  Evans. 


In  submitting  this,  our  annual  statement  of  the  educational  af- 
fairs of  this  county,  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  consider- 
able progress.  Our  directors  are  manifesting  more  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  schools;  the  personnel  of  our  teaching  force  has  im- 
proved and  a  more  wholesome  and  positive  public  sentiment  in  favor 
of  education  exists  now  than  ever  before;  the  pupils  are  taking  far 
greater  interest  in  their  own  progress  than  formerly.  We  have 
now  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  work,  as  well  as  the 
workers,  and  both  the  children  and  patrons  of  the  county  have 
come  to  understand  our  plans  and  purposes  to  the  extent  that  al- 
most everybody  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  us. 

This  desirable  and  important  condition  has  been  brought  about  by 
means  of  various  agencies.  Personally,  we  have  endeavored  to 
keep  in  constant  touch  with  the  people,  embracing  every  oppor- 
tunity to  assist  in  the  enlightenment  and  encouragement  of  all 
who  are  in  any  manner  connected  with  the  work  of  education  in  this 
county.  During  the  year  we  have  addressed  forty-one  educational 
meetings  and  have  done  all  that  we  could,  both  directly  and  indi- 
rectly, to  promote  the  best  educational  opportunities  possible  for 
our  children. 

Every  district  of  the  county  now  has  a  thoroughly  good  course  of 
study;  the  rural  and  village  teachers  are  beginning  to  do  system- 
atic work,   while  the  pupils  are  as  enthusiastic  as   those  in   the 
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lui-jje  buioiiglj  scliools.  A  vast  uinount  of  vahiahle  time  is  thus 
saved  to  tlieise  pupils  in  spite  of  a  too  frequent  change  of  teachers. 

This  has  been  a  most  dillicult  year  lor  all  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  schools  in  this  county.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  winter  our  country  roads  were  so  drifted  that  it  was 
extremely  difficult  for  the  children  to  attend  regularly;  such  condi- 
tions made  it  next  to  impossible  for  us  to  cover  the  large  territory 
embraced  by  this  county.  Concerning  the  great  ice  gorges  and 
extensive  floods  in  this  section  little  need  be  said,  for  they  have 
been  well  advertised  through  the  public  press."  This  hindered  our 
work  considerably;  besides,  our  school  work  was  greatly  retarded 
and  seriously  impaired  in  several  sections  by  the  prevalence  of 
numerous  contagious  diseases,  the  worst  of  which  was  smallpox, 
which  damaged  large  sections  of  the  county.  On  the  whole,  this 
has  been  the  hardest  year  for  school  work  which  this  county  has 
experienced  in  many  years. 

In  nearly  all  our  districts  the  teachers  held  monthly  meetings  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  questions  pertaining  to  their  work.  In 
a  few  districts,  where  they  seem  to  have  reached  the  "dead  line," 
we  were  unable  to  get  the  teachers  to  act.  Before  the  opening  of 
the  term  we  held  three  preliminary  institutes  in  central  places,  for 
the  purpose  of  instructing  the  new  teachers  concerning  the  course 
of  study  and  of  outlining  our  plans  for  the  year.  They  were  well 
attended  and  produced  good  results.  Besides  these  meetings,  four- 
teen local  institutes  were  held  in  the  various  central  places  of  the 
county.  These  meetings  were  generally  well  attended  by  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons,  who,  for  the  most  part,  entered  heartily  into 
the  discussions.  We  were  present  at  and  took  part  in  all  but  two 
of  these  institutes. 

In  the  central  examinations  which  we  conducted,  143  third-grade 
pupils  were  examined  for  promotion  into  the  fourth  grade,  about 
85  per  cent,  of  whom  v,ere  granted  certificates.  There  were  ISG 
sixth-grade  pupils  examined,  about  SO  per  cent,  of  whom  were 
granted  certiticates  of  promotion.  The  reasons  why  we  examine 
these  grades  are  as  follows:  (1.)  It  insures  a  proper  dassilication 
of  pupils  and  prevents  them  from  being  promoted  before  they  are 
ready.  (2.)  It  is  an  incentive,  both  to  the  pupils  and  teachers,  to 
do  their  best  work.  (3.)  In  assisting  us  in  these  examinations  the 
teachers  become  better  ac(iuainted  with  each  other  and,  like  the 
pui)ils,  they  are  benefited  socially.  (4.)  It  enables  us  to  get  in  closer 
touch  with  the  pupils  and  teachers.  AVhile  this  plan  causes  us  an 
immense  amount  of  extra  labor  and  considerable  expense,  the  re- 
sults are  so  gratifying  that  we  feel  amply  repaid. 

In  the  final  examinations  thei-e  were  121  pupils  who  had  com- 
pleted the  common  branches.     The  papers  of  these  pupils  were  ex- 
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amjued  b^  the  superinteudeut.  Of  the  wholo  number,  95  passed  with 
good  standing.  Appropriate  commencement  exercises  were  held 
for  these  graduates  at  Millville,  Briarcreek,  Stillwater,  Mifflinville, 
Benton,  Kulp,  Espy,  Canby  and  Mainville.  Of  all  our  opportuni- 
ties, these  occasions  offer  the  greatest  encouragement  to  those  who 
are  endeavoring  to  arouse  an  active  interest  in  education.  We  pre- 
sented the  township  high  school  question  and  many  are  beginning 
to  realize  what  it  means  for  the  country  boys  and  girls. 

Kealizing  the  woeful  inefficiency  of  our  public  schools  to  produce 
pupils  who  can  spell,  we  have  revived  the  old  time  spelling  matches. 
Contests  were  held  in  each  district  on  the  evenings  preceding  our 
local  institutes.  The  pupils  and  people  generally  became  intensely 
interested  and  the  results  far  exceeded  our  anticipations.  The  best 
speller  of  each  grade  in  each  district  receives  a  suitable  merit  card. 
It  is  our  intention  to  hold  a  county  contest  between  the  pupils  who 
win  in  the  townships  next  year.  We  find  that  the  effects  of  these 
contests  reach  out  into  every  department  of  school  work  and  stimu- 
late an  active  interest  on  the  part  of  the  patrons. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  Novem- 
ber oO,  in  the  Normal  auditorium  at  Bloomsburg.  The  instructors 
were  Prof.  Earl  Barnes,  Dr.  T.  B.  Noss,  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  Dr. 
J.  P.  Welsh,  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Esq.,  Katherine  Longshore  and  Prof. 
Hamlin  E.  Cogswell.  One  hour  and  a  half  each  day  was  devoted  to 
section  work,  conducted  wholly  by  the  teachers  themselves.  It  ifi 
the  opinion  of  the  teachers  that  this  feature  of  our  institute  is  of 
the  most  practical  value.  Our  teachers  deserve  great  credit  for  the 
attention  and  courtesy  which  they  extended  to  the  instructors.  We 
have  been  making  the  mistake  of  crowding  too  much  into  our  pro- 
gram; we  shall  not  be  guilty  of  this  again. 

Our  evening  lectures  were  "The  Angel's  Lily,"  by  Russell  H. 
Conwell,  and  "The  Threat  of  Socialism,"  by  Frank  Dixon.  We  had 
two  excellent  entertainments — one  given  b}'  the  Chicago  Glee  Club 
and  the  other  by  the  Katherine  Kidgeway  Concert  Company.  Our 
audiences  were  by  far  the  largest  we  have  ever  had  and  the  course 
gave  general  satisfaction. 

We  held  our  first  directors'  meeting,  as  usual,  on  Thursday  of  the 
teachers'  institute  week.  Although  the  weather  was  unfavorable, 
71  directors  were  present.  Both  forenoon  and  afternoon  sessions 
were  very  profitable,  being  conducted  by  and  participated  in  by 
the  directors  themselves.  Dr.  T.  B.  Noss  gave  a  very  strong  ad- 
dress. 

The  meeting  in  compliance  with  the  late  law  was  held  on  March 
9,  in  order  that  the  directors  might  derive  as  much  benefit  as  pos- 
sible from  the  State  Directors'  Convention.  We  were  unfortunate 
in  selecting  a  date  which  proved  to  be  the  very  climax  of  our  flood 
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oonditious.  Notwithstaodinj^  that  over  oue-half  of  our  districts 
were  entirely  shut  off  by  water,  we  bad  an  attendance  of  4?>.  We 
held  two  sessions,  in  which  greater  enthusiasm  prevailed  than  ever 
before.  We  are  very  proud  of  the  directors  of  this  county,  because 
of  the  sincerity  and  earnestness  with  which  they  are  servinfr  the 
interests  of  the  children. 

On  February  22  a  large  and  commodious  eight-room  brick  build- 
ing was  dedicated  in  West  Berwick,  with  appropriate  exercises. 
This  building  is  admirably  equipped  with  all  the  modern  conveni- 
ences and  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  progressive  directors  who 
made  it  possible.  An  addition  of  one  room  was  made  to  the  two- 
room  building  in  Conyngham  township,  thereby  admitting  of  a 
closer  and  better  grading  of  the  pupils.  A  one-room  building  in 
Orange,  destroyed  by  fire,  was  replaced  by  a  new  one. 

We  are  fortunate  for  having  in  our  county  an  institution  so  re- 
nowned for  itsgoodworkasourState  Normal  School.  During  thepast 
year  it  has  grown  to  such  proportions  that  it  is  in  great  need  of  addi- 
tional buildings.  The  influence  which  this  school  exerts  has  a  most 
salutary  effect  upon  the  common  school  work  of  the  county.  Year  by 
year  the  number  of  normal  graduate  teachers  is  increasing.  The 
recent  graduates  of  the  regular  course  have  great  advantages 
over  other  teachers,  and  it  is  hoped  that  many  of  those  who  have 
graduated  from  the  old  course  will  take  advantage  of  the  extra 
year,  thus  qualifying  themselves  for  greater  usefulness  and  better 
salaries.  We  are  very  thankful  to  the  members  of  the  faculty  for 
their  hearty  sympathy  and  willing  counsel. 

In  order  to  raise  the  scholarship  of  the  teachers  holding  profes 
sional  and  provisional  certificates  in  anticipation  of  the  minimum 
salary  law,  we  outlined  the  requirements  for  the  examination  early 
in  the  term.  All  the  professionals  were  called  in  and  28  of  them 
were  re-granted,  after  a  rigid  examination.  Of  the  227  applicants 
for  provisional  certificates  examined.  07  were  granted  license  to 
teach.  This  produced  a  scarcity  of  teachers,  with  the  result  that 
a  few  were  employed  whose  scholarship  was  not  up  to  the  required 
standard. ^ 

Although  we  have  much  for  which  we  are  thankful  and  our 
schools  are  j)rogressing,  we  realize  how  little  has  bi^n  accomplished 
in  comparison  with  what  can  and  ought  to  be  done.  We  need 
several  more  directors  who  have  a  keen  sense  of  what  is  right,  as 
distinguished  from  that  which  is  politic,  and  who  possess  the  moral 
backbone  to  stand  by  their  couA'ictions  regardless  of  family,  church, 
lodge,  political  or  local  relationships.  Many  of  our  dir(>ctors  need 
to  learn  that  it  is  a  wise  thing  to  keep  a  good  teacher  in  the  same 
school  at  least  two  terms. 

Wo  peed  to  ninke  crre.qf  ini]>rnvi'Tn»Mit  in  peTimonshi]'  Mnd  drau'ins 
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It  is  a  constant  source  of  regret  that  fully  half  of  our  teachers 
cannot,  or  at  least  do  not,  provide  a  respectable  copy  for  the  pupils 
to  follow.  The  natural  result  is  that  the  children  of  this  county  are 
careless  and  indifferent  concorninj»:  neatness  and  penmanship.  Com- 
paratively few  teachers  have  the  ability  to  teach  drawing  acceptably; 
in  many  schools  it  is  receiving  little  or  no  attention. 

Probably  the  weakest  feature  of  our  school  work  is  due  to  the 
inability  of  our  teachers  to  do  efficient  work  in  teaching  English. 
They  are  able  to  obtain  the  thoughts  of  others,  they  can  think 
fairly  well  themselves,  and  they  can  express  their  thoughts  orally, 
but  they  are  Avoefully  at  sea  when  required  to  express  themselves  in 
written  language.  Consequently,  very  little  of  practical  value  is 
being  done  with  this  subject,  in  many  respects  the  most  important 
in  the  curriculum. 

Entirely  too  much  emphasis  is  being  given  to  the  idea  that  it  is 
the  object  of  education  to  escape  hard  work.  We  need  teachers 
who  know  better  than  this  and  W'ho  will  constantly  emphasize  the 
fact  thnt  it  is  honorable  to  labor  and  that  the  true  end  of  education 
is  that  we  may  do  more  and  better  service  for  our  fellow  men  than 
we  can  without  it.  In  our  country  schools,  instead  of  continually 
pointing  to  the  great  men  in  the  law,  in  medicine  and  in  the  profes- 
sional or  mercantile  pursuits,  the  teachers  should  constnntly  em- 
I)hasize  the  fact  that  there  is  no  grander  or  more  honorable  vocation 
than  that  of  the  intelligent,  progressive  farmer.  These  schools 
need  a  course  in  nature  study  and  agriculture,  such  as  will  help  to 
emphasize  this  fact. 

Each  of  these  needs  calls  for  action  on  our  part;  their  correction 
will  entail  additional  labor,  but  w'ith  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all 
the  forces,  we  are  confident  that  in  due  time,  we  shall  overcome 
many  present  difficulties. 

Our  heartfelt  gratitude  is  gladly  extended  to  the  editors  of  the 
county  for  their  assistance,  to  the  State  De})artment  for  the  advice 
it  has  given,  and  to  all  who  have  in  any  manner  helped  to  make  our 
schools  more  efficient. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— John  D.  Goodwin. 


In  submitting  this,  my  second  annual  report,  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction.  I  do  so  with  the  feeling  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  the  results  of  the  last  year's  work  have  been  very 
gratifying.  When  we  recall  the  widespread  interruption  of  the 
previous  year's  work  by  small-pox.  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  measles, 
etc.,  the  present  effective  condition  of  the  schools  is  remarkable. 
Great  credit  is  due  the  directors  and  teachers  of  the  county  for  the 
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spleudid  way  in  wliidi  they  pulled  fMlucational  inattcrw  to;;ether  and 
lined  up  for  work  at  the  bej,Mnninj;-  of  the  year,  and  while  we  did  not 
accomplish  all  we  had  planned,  the  general  results  have  been  better 
than  we  had  dared  to  hope. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  J  report  the  renewed  enthusiasm 
of  the  teachers.  Their  work  has  been  characterized  by  thorough- 
ness and  a  desire  to  aid  in  establishing  a  higher  standard  in  educa- 
tional matters.  The  course  of  study  has  been  followed  with  the 
constant  aim  of  making  the  instruction  practical,  and  of  cultivating 
a  desire  for  education  and  culture.  Thoroughness,  accuracy  and 
the  ability  to  apply  knowledge  have  been  the  ends  constantly  in 
view.  We  have  had  no  time  for  "frills."  Constant  effort  has  been 
made  to  show  parents  the  importance  of  keejiing  their  children  in 
school  as  long  as  possible,  and  of  giving  school  matters  the  right 
of  way  over  all  other  matters. 

Our  teachers  have  shown  a  very  commendable  di<sposition  towards 
professional  improvement.  This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  our 
county  sent  more  teachers  to  normal  schools  this  spring  than  ever 
before. 

I  visited  all  the  schools  of  the  county.  This  was  never  before 
accomplished  in  one  year  and  by  many  considered  an  impossibility. 
That  I  succeeded  in  doing  it,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
winter  was  the  hardest  and  the  roads  the  worst  ever  known  in  this 
section,  is  a  source  of,  I  hope,  pardonable  pride.  In  my  visits  to 
the  schools,  I  was  frequently  accompanied  by  directors  and  patrons, 
and  was  much  encouraged  by  their  kindly  assistance. 

My  plan  was  to  note  the  classification,  make  suggestions,  approve 
of  right  methods,  and  point  out  the  wrong.  I  endeavored  to  make 
teachers  and  pupils  feel  that  my  object  was  not  to  find  fault  and- 
condemn,  but  to  assist  and  encourage  them  in  their  work.  It  is 
certainly  encouraging  when  teachers  are  anxious  to  receive  sug- 
gestions, and  enthusiastic  in  putting  them  into  operation. 

We  have  four  township  high  schools,  each  doing  as  good  work 
as  can  be  found  anywhere.  The  people  of  North  Shenango  town- 
ship have  lint  the  matter  of  centralization  beyond  the  experimental 
stage  by  proving  it  a  success.  On  a  pleasant,  central  site,  a  modern 
two-story  brick  building,  containing  six  rooms,  was  erected.  It 
is  heated  by  steam,  furnished  with  hot  and  cold  water,  and  affords 
all  the  advantages  of  an  up-to-date  school  building.  In  connection 
with  the  ccufral  school  is  a  high  school,  with  a  three  years'  course 
of  study.  This  is  of  special  advantage,  as  many  are  not  in  ]>osition 
to  send  tlieii-  children  to  higher  institutions,  away  from  home,  after 
they  have  conipleted  the  course  in  the  common  schools.  Tn  this 
way  many  of  our  country  boys  and  girls  have  the  advantages  of  a 
high  school,  while  othci-wisc  the  common  school  would  be  the  limit 
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of  their  educational  privileges.  The  conveying  of  pupils  to  and 
from  school  has  been  done  in  a  manner  acceptable  to  all.  They 
were  transported  in  conveyances  made  especially  for  that  purpose, 
and  at  an  average  cost  of  nine  cents  per  day  for  each  pupil.  The 
percentage  of  attendance  has  been  greatly  increased,  and,  consider- 
ing the  severity  of  the  winter,  this  is  a  wonderful  improvement. 
Several  influences  have  aided  in  bringing  about  this  increase,  but 
the  fact  that  the  pupils  were  not  obliged  to  walk  through  rain  and 
snow  is  the  best  explanation  that  can  be  given.  This  school  is  an 
emphatic  demonstration  that  the  central  school  is  the  coming  school 
for  rural  districts.  No  one  can  question  the  assertion  that  the 
boys  and  girls  of  the  country  should  have  as  good  educational  fa- 
cilities as  those  of  the  city.  The  central  school  is  the  only  means 
of  furnishing  these  facilities,  and  centralization,  when  once  thor- 
oughly establish,  will  be  of  greater  benefit  to  the  children  of  the 
rural  districts  than  can,  at  present,  be  estimated. 

Our  county  institute  was  of  exceptional  value.  We  took  special 
pains  to  secure  practical  teachers  as  instructors  instead  of  profes- 
sional institute  talkers,  and  the  results  have  more  than  justified  our 
course.  Our  teachers  returned  to  their  schools  loaded  with  that 
which  was  of  practical  use  to  them  in  their  school  work. 

I  am  confident  that  the  educational  interests  of  the  county  have 
made  material  progress  during  the  year,  and  I  have  every  reason  to 
look  for  greater  things,  and  to  believe  that  much  more  will  be  ac- 
complished during  the  coming  year. 

I  desire  to  offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  directors  and  teachers 
for  the  kindness  with  Avhich  they  have  aided  me  in  my  work,  to  the 
press  of  the  county  for  its  many  favors  and  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  kindlv  assistance. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


The  work  during  the  year  has  moved  along  with  perfect  harmony 
and  we  believe  with  marked  progress. 

Teachers,  directors  and  patrons  have  co-operated  in  all  movements 
which  had  the  end  in  view  of  advancing  the  school  interests  of 
their  respective  districts.  No  one  factor  deserves  all  the  criticism 
or  commendation  for  the  condition  of  any  school,  but  all  must  share 
the  responsibility  of  determining  its  character  and  its  product; 
therefore,  the  patron  should  assume  the  proper  attitude  toward  the 
school  and  the  teacher;  should  permit  the  director  to  perform  his 
duties  untrammeled  and  unlimited;  the  director  should  be  broad- 
minded   and   unprejudiced,  and   should   study  carefully  all   school 
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conditions  and  their  correspondinj?  needs,  tbat  he  may  act  wisely 
and  intelli^^ently  on  all  questions  of  school  policy  which  demand  hie 
attention  and  final  action.  The  teacher  is  the  executive  in  his 
domain;  as  such  he  is  the  leader,  who,  because  his  work  bears  fruit- 
age in  the  future,  must  forsee  the  influence  and  results  of  his 
thoughts,  his  words,  his  acts,  hie  wisdom  and  his  personality  on 
all  those  who  come  in  touch  with  his  life  and  his  work. 

During  the  year  these  several  factors  have  measured  up  in  a  large 
degree  to  their  duties  and  requirements. 

One  of  the  school  buildin;j:s  in  the  borough  of  Shippensburg  was 
burned.  This  one  was  replaced  by  a  magnificent  building,  modern 
in  pUiii  and  equipment,  thus  giving  them  two  first  class  buildings 
on  the  same  plot  of  ground  and  conveniently  located.  The  building 
cost  about  ^0,000. 

A  teachers'  and  directors'  picnic  was  held  in  Mt.  Holly  Springs 
park,  August  20,  1903.  The  forenoon  was  used  in  a  social  way. 
During  the  afternoon  a  very  interesting  program  was  rendered.  Dr. 
G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Supt.  J.  C.  Wagner,  Prof.  M.  F.  Cass  and  H.  J. 
Huber,  Esq.,  delivered  excellent  addresses.  Si)ecial  music  was  pro- 
vided. The  attendance,  interest,  and  spirit  of  this  initial  gathering 
far  exceeded  our  expectations.  About  twelve  hundred  people  were 
present,  among  whom  were  two  hundred  teachers  and  seventy-five 
directors. 

The  County  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  Newville,  Febru- 
ary 5th.  The  directors  engaged  in  intelligent  discussions  of  edu- 
cational questions  which  demand  their  attention.  Prof.  M.  F. 
Cass,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Superintendent  L.  E.  McGinnes,  of  Steelton,  Pa., 
and  Prof.  G.  P.  Bible,  of  Philadelphia,  made  addresses  at  the  even- 
ing sessions.  These  meetings  have  been  held  annually  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  in  point  of  interest  and  attendance  this  one  sur- 
passed all  others. 

Our  county  is  divided  into  four  districts  for  institute  purposes. 
These  institutes  were  held  during  November.  The  districts  were 
further  divided  into  eleven  sub-local  institute  districts,  in  which 
sixteen  meetings  were  held  after  January  1.  This  plan  to  hold  the 
meetings  in  the  rural  districts  proved  to  be  very  successful  in  secur- 
ing the  attendance  and  arousing  interest  on  the  part  of  the  patrons 
who  responded  very  heartily,  and  this  contributed  to  the  success 
of  the  institutes.  The  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  was 
very  commendable  as  very  few  were  absent.  There  were  only  three 
or  four  who  did  not  attend  one  or  more  of  these  meetings,  showing 
that  our  teachers  are  awake  to  their  duty  and  to  the  present  de- 
mands. 

The  county  institute  was  held  the  week  beginning  November  30. 
The  evening  lecturers  were  Spillman  Riggs,  Dr.  G.  P.  Bible,  Dr. 
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I'restoii  \V.  St'iu'cli  and  Captain  R.  F.  Hobson.     The  cnti'itainnicnt 
was  given  by  the  Rouey's  Boys  Concert  Company. 

The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  G.  1*.  Bible,  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Pies 
ton  W.  Search,  Worcester,  Mass.;  Dr.  A.  B.  VanOrmer,  Norwood, 
Pa.,  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Boyer,  Kutztown,  Pa.  Addresses  were  made  by 
Prof.  J.  I.  Martin,  Newville;  Hon.  E.  W.  Biddle,  Carlisle;  Prof.  M. 
F.  Cass,  Carlisle;  Dr.  Geo.  Edward  Reed,  Carlisle;  J.  Horace  Mc- 
Farland,  Esq.,  Harrisburg,  and  Dr.  Jos.  F.  Barton,  Shippensburg. 
Prof.  S.  W.  Mountz,  of  (Jliicago,  conducted  the  music.  The  work 
of  the  instructors  was  spoken  of  by  our  teachers  in  the  highest 
terms,  especialh'  because  it  was  free  from  the  entertaining  features, 
which  predominate  in  so  much  institute  work.  I  appreciate  this 
attitude  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  as  it  indicates  that  we  have 
a  body  of  thinking  teachers,  who  want  something  from  our  instruct- 
ors that  is  worth  carrying  away  with  them  and  will  aid  them  in  per- 
forming their  school  duties. 

Many  other  educational  meetings  were  held  throughout  the 
county,  all  of  which  were  largely  attended  by  the  patrons  of  the  im- 
mediate districts.  If  attendance  by  our  patrons  at  these  meetings 
is  a  correct  criterion  by  which  to  estimate  their  interest  in  their 
schools  we  have  reasons  to  believe  that  their  school  interests  are 
second  to  no  other  interest  that  engages  their  attention.  And 
why  should  it  not?  If  the  parent  exists  for  the  child — exists  to 
care  for  it  and  aid  it  in  its  growth  and  development,  its  educational 
training  is  of  far  more  importance  than  any  other  duty  devolving 
upon  them  as  parents  and  citizens  under  a  free  government. 

Two  township  high  schools  were  established  and  opened  to  the 
young  men  and  young  women  of  their  respective  townships,  one  in 
East  Pennsboro  and  the  other  in  South  Middleton. 

These  directors  deserve  commendation  for  their  progressive  spirit 
shown  by  this  action,  and  also  the  patrons  and  teachers  who  assist 
in  making  these  schools  successful.  They  have  proven  to  be  very 
popular  with  the  people  of  these  districts,  and  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  report  the  opening  of  two  additional  schools  next  year.  Our 
citizens  are  awakening  to  the  need  of  higher  education  for  our 
country  boys  and  girls,  and  see,  in  the  township  high  school,  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  in  this  direction  from  their  local  system 
with  but  very  little  sacrifice  or  additional  expense.  Considerable 
work  has  been  done  during  the  year  toward  this  end,  and  we  are 
glad  to  note  such  satisfactory  results. 

The  course  of  study  arranged  by  the  county  superintendent  for 
the  schools  was  carried  into  oi)eration  by  our  teachers  during  the 
term.  While  no  radical  (;hanges  were  suggested  or  woi'ked  out, 
yet  the  attempts  to  follow  it  have  secured  better  organized  schools 
and  more  svstematic  teaching.     Most  of  our  teachers  secured  excel- 
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lent  results  and  found  it  to  liaiinonize  with  their  own  plans  of 
work  and  easily  adapted  it  to  their  school,  especially  if  they  had 
tau<;ht  the  school  for  one  year  or  more  previous.  However,  a  few 
who  never  had  a  plan  of  work  and  don't  want  any,  who  are  satisfied 
to  keep  school  any  haphazard  way,  and  who  don't  want  to  overtax 
themselves  by  trying  to  establish  system  in  their  school  work,  of 
course,  did  not  succeed  very  well  with  the  plan.  This  was  very 
evident  in  the  character  of  their  work  done  in  their  schools.  But 
we  hope  these  ver}'  few  will  develop  suflficient  breadth  of  mental 
vision  to  grasp  the  plan  of  work  and  be  able  to  do  more  effective 
work  either  through  this  scheme  or  through  a  better  one  next  term. 
The  taking  hold  of  new  ideas,  principles  and  methods  is  the  best 
indication  of  the  growing  teacher.  He  is  seeking  the  best  because 
his  aim  is  to  do  the  best  in  the  most  effective  way.  I  heartily  com- 
mend the  teachers  for  their  taking  hold  of  this  outline  of  work  and 
making  a  conscientious  effort  to  carry  it  into  effect.  This  excellent 
beginning  will  result  in  greater  success  in  future  years. 

The  course  of  study  provides  that  those  who  complete  the  com- 
mon school  branches  shall  be  admitted  to  an  examination  for  a 
common  school  diploma.  This  examination  was  held  March  19. 
Kiuety-six  took  the  examination;  To  received  first-grade  diplomas. 
The  examination  work  received  offers  an  opportunity  for  a  fair  esti- 
mate of  the  character  of  the  teaching  done  in  our  schools.  I  am 
glad  to  state-  that  much  of  it  was  excellent.  The  scholarship  and 
neatness  compared  with  the  age  of  the  pupils  would  give  great 
credit  to  a  graded  s(liool.  Of  course,  there  was  some  work  that 
did  not  measure  up  to  this  standard,  which  is  due  to  the  continued 
changing  of  teachers,  and  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  teachers 
to  know  what  would  be  reijuired  in  such  examiiuition.  But,  taking 
the  work  as  a  whole,  I  believe  our  teachers  are  honest  in  their 
efforts,  are  doing  the  best  under  the  conditions  prevailing  in  their 
localities. 

One  si)ccial  and  eleven  public  examinations  were  held.  Ninety- 
three  applicants  were  examined.  Seventy-four  were  granted  provi- 
sional certificates.  Of  the  245  teachers  employed,  100  are  males, 
145  are  females;  122  are  normal  graduates,  3S)  hold  permanent  cer- 
tificates, IG  hold  provisional  certificates  and  7  are  college  graduates. 
Two  hundred  and  eighty  visits  were  made  to  the  schools  and  315 
educational  meetings  were  attended. 

During  the  year  we  have  endeavored  to  meet  the  needs  of  our 
schools  and  to  apply  the  corresponding  suggestions  given  in  my 
report  about  a  year  ago.  and  shall  <(>ntinue  to  do  so  the  next  term. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  commend  the  teachers  for  their  zeal  and 
enthusiasm,  for  their  interest  and  attendance  at  local  institutes, 
for  their  I'fticient  woik  and  for  their  kindly  acceptance  of  all  sugges- 
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tiouB,  all  of  which  have  been  shown  dui'inj^  the  year,  A«  1  stated 
in  the  beginning  of  this  report  that  all  factors  must  share  the  re- 
sponsibility and  criticism  in  the  management  of  our  schools,  it  is 
evident  that  no  superintendent  can  accomplish  great  results  without 
a  unity  of  effort,  1  am  sure  we  have  had  this  unity,  as  the  foregoing 
report  shows,  and  I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  hearty 
and  helpful  co-operation  on  the  part  of  teachers,  directors  and  pa- 
trans  in  carrying  out  the  suggestions  which  we  believed  would  result 
in  promoting  the  school  interests  of  our  county,  and  thus  give  to 
the  young  people  in  our  schools  the  best  that  our  united  efforts  can 
secure  for  them. 

I  extend  my  thanks  to  the  public  press  of  the  county  for  their 
publications  in  reference  to  our  schools  and  to  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  suggestions  and  assistance  given  during  the 
>ear. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— H.  V.  B.  Garver, 


We  have  172  teachers  who  have  attended  teachers'  training 
schools.  The  greater  number  of  these  are  graduates  of  Normal 
Schools  and  are  all  doing  excellent  work,  with  very  few  exceptions. 
I  am  very  sorry  to  say,  however,  that  we  still  have  some  localitiee 
in  which  their  work  is  not  appreciated.  In  some  of  the  localities 
the  teachers  have  been  absolute  failures  in  the  minds  of  the  patrons. 
These  teachers  leave  the  district  the  following  term,  and  in  very 
many  instances  have  been  paid  twice  the  salary  elsewhere  and  their 
work  appreciated  as  it  should  be. 

I  am  glad  to  any,  too,  that  the  majority  of  the  teachers  under 
my  supervision  are  doing  excellent  work.  The}'  read  good  books 
and  magazines  on  education  and  are  using  up-to-date  methods  of 
instruction.  Their  school  rooms  are  decorated,  kept  clean  and  the 
child  feels  as  though  it  is  a  home  for  himself  to  acquire  an  educa- 
tion. Some  few  teachers  who  hold  the  higher  grade  of  certificates 
are  ver^-  careless  with  the  sanitary  condition  of  their  school  rooms. 
I  am  glad  to  say  there  are  only  a  few  of  this  kind  under  my  super- 
vision who  are  very  negligent  with  their  rooms  and  it  is  agreat 
surprise  to  see  them  re-elected  to  positions  in  the  same  districts 
each  succeeding  year. 

Regular  monthly  teachers'  meetings  are  held  in  the  majority  of 
the  boroughs  and  rural  districts.  We  see  a  great  change  for 
good  school  work  in  the  places  where  these  meetings  are  conducted. 
Some  teachers  may  think  that  they  get  very  little  accomplished  at 
these  meetings,  but  should  they  not  have  these  meetings  the  teach 
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ers  would  have  very  many  more  annoyances  and  the  work  would  be 
very  much  more  burdensome. 

On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  teachers  and  in  order  to  procure 
a  sufficient  number  of  teachers  for  the  schools,  ttirty-five  days  were 
given  to  examinations  this  year. 

The  fifty-firet  annual  session  of  the  teachers'  institute  was  held 
at  Han-isburj;,  from  November  9  to  13.  The  institute  was  a  success, 
if  we  are  allowed  to  judge  by  the  comments  from  the  teachers, 
public  press,  friends  and  educators.  The  better  way  to  judge  is  the 
inspiration  the  teachers  receive  and  the  amount  of  work  they  re- 
ceive and  put  into  practice.  We  must  say  the  teachers  were  seen 
using  many  good  things  in  their  school  work  that  were  given  at  the 
institute. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  all  the  districts  except  one.  I  have 
made  an  effort  for  five  years  to  get  the  teachers  interested  in  a 
local  institute  in  the  district  to  which  I  refer,  but  have  thus  far 
failed.  The  institutes  were  better  attended  by  teachers  and  pa- 
trons and  greater  educational  interest  manifested  than  any  year 
since  I  have  supervision  of  the  schools  of  the  county. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  two  meetings  during  the  year — 
one  during  week  of  the  institute  at  Harrisburg  and  the  second 
in  January,  at  Steelton.  Both  meetings  were  well  attended  and 
very  interesting. 

I  know  the  township  high  schools  have  already  accomplished  a 
great  amount  of  good  and  am  looking  forward  to  many  more  being 
organized  in  this  county.  I  expect  to  see  a  still  greater  amount 
of  educational  good  accomplished  in  the  future.  I  have  fear  that 
the  authorities  of  some  of  these  schools  have  in  view  only  the 
extra  State  appropriation  and  not  the  amount  of  good  accomplished 
for  the  future  welfare  of  this  country's  future  citizens.  We  should 
ever  be  mindful  that  we  are  educating  the  child  for  its  life  work 
and  not  have  the  child  pursue  a  certain  study  or  studies  before  the 
child  has  had  sufficient  training  in  the  studies  that  lead  to  those 
higher  studies  for  the  sake  of  an  extra  appropriation. 

A  commodious  four-roomed  up-to-date  brick  building,  with  hot  air 
heating  apparatus  was  erected  by  the  IT])per  Swatara  township  di- 
rectors. This  building  was  an  absolute  necessity  for  several  years. 
Heretofore  the  schools  coiild  not  accommodate  all  the  children  and 
the  schools  that  were  in  this  part  of  the  district  were  located  in 
diflFerent  buildings  in  different  localities.  The  schools  are  easier 
managed  and  are  on  the  same  ground  since  the  new  building  is  in 
use. 

A  two  roomed  brick  annex  was  erected  by  the  directors  of  Wico- 
Tiisco  townshl[>  to  accommodate  the  cjiildren  of  the  district.  Ope 
of  these  rooms  was  used  last  term.     The  directors  in  each  of  these 
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districts  were  careful  iu  planning  the  construction  of  the  rooms  so 
as  to  have  sufficient  lij^ht  and  ]ilenty  of  pure  air. 

All  the  schools  were  visited  except  two  island  schools.  Many 
of  the  schools  were  visited  twice.  I  found  the  average  attendance 
to  be  lower  than  other  years  in  the  rural  schools,  due  to  the  severe 
winter.  The  schools  are  better  than  one  year  ago  and  we  hope  they 
will  continue  to  improve. 

We  are  thankful  for  the  interest  taken  in  the  schools  by  the  di- 
rectors, teachers,  patrons  and  friends,  and  the  noble  assistance  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  press  of  the  county. 


DELAWAKE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


The  schools  of  the  county  closed  their  sessions  the  latter  part  of 
June,  and  the  work  accomplished  by  them  was  generally  satisfac- 
tory. Small-pox  invaded  three  or  four  of  the  districts  and  materi- 
ally decreased  the  attendance  of  scholars  for  some  weeks. 

The  county  course  of  study  continues  popular  and  most  of  the 
schools  participating  hold  closing  exercises,  which  are  largely  at- 
tended by  the  patrons.  These  occasions  give  favorable  opportuni- 
ties for  presenting  the  claims  of  greater  educational  privileges  for 
the  3"0ung  people  of  the  county  and  they  have  not  been  without 
practical  results. 

The  directors  of  Darby  borough  erected  a  commodious  brick 
building  on  Ridge  avenue,  which  contains  twelve  large  rooms,  to- 
gether with  a  directors'  room.  Upper  Darby  township  built  an 
attractive  two-room  brick  building,  between  Primos  .:nd  Secane, 
and  in  Haverford  township  a  fine  stone  building,  containing  two 
rooms,  Avas  built.  These  are  all  modern  buildings  in  architectural 
design  and  appointments  and  prove  a  comfort  and  pleasure  to  the 
children  who  attend  school  in  them. 

The  directors  of  Lansdowne  borough  have  acquired,  by  purchase, 
a  very  valuable  property  adjoining  their  present  school  property, 
which  adds  very  materially  to  their  present  holdings.  The  Rut- 
ledge  school  board  has  purchased  the  Rutledge  Institute  building, 
which  they  have  heretofore  rented  for  school  purposes,  and  will 
now  be  able  to  make  some  needed  alterations,  which  will  be  very 
much  to  the  convenience  of  their  three  schools. 

The  Delaware  County  Teachers'  Association  made  a  pilgrimajre  to 
Gettysburg  May  27-30.  There  were  143  teachers,  directors  and 
friends  in  the  party,  which  left  Philadelphia  by  special  train.  The 
drive  over  the  battlefield,  in  charge  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Pitzer.  of  Gettys- 
burg, on  Saturday,  was  thoroughly  enjoyed   by  every  one  of  the 
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imily.  'J'liis  i«  flic  lliiid  'historic  pilgriniaj^c"  tiie  association  has 
made,  and  it  has  become  a  feature  of  the  spring  meeting.  Nothing 
occiii'i-ed  during'  tlie  Ihrce-day  tiij)  to  mar  the  pleasure  of  the  ])arty 
and  uuiuy  ou  the  homeward  journey  exi)ressed  the  wish  that  the 
outing  was  just  commencing. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  school  directors  of  the  county 
under  the  act  of  Ajiril  21,  l!)()o,  was  held  in  Media  on  Thursday, 
March  3,  1J)04,  and  was  well  attended.  "The  true  function  of  the 
School  Director"  was  the  subject  of  a  very  practical  address  given 
by  Supt.  (Jeorge,  AV.  Twitmyer,  of  Wilmington,  Del.  The  meeting 
proved  a  very  helpful  one,  and  the  public  school  interests  of  the 
county  surely  profited  by  it. 

During  the  last  year  two  ladies  who  had  been  life-long  teachers  in 
the  county  passed  away  from  the  activities  of  life  to  enter  the  home 
of  eternal  rest. 

Miss  Mary  1...  Dunn,  a  graduate  of  the  Millersville  State  Normal 
School,  class  of  1865,  departed  this  life  in  the  earl}'  part  of  this 
year.  Her  last  teaching  was  in  Wayne,  this  county,  where  she  was 
principal  of  the  high  school.  She  had  not  taught  the  last  few 
years  because  of  failing  health.  She  was,  for  a  number  of  years, 
secretary  of  the  county  teachers'  institute,  and  was  annually  elected 
a  member  of  the  permanent  certificate  committee  as  long  as  it  was 
the  practice  of  the  members  of  the  institute  to  elect  the  members 
of  said  committee.  Because  of  her  strong  personality  and  loving 
character,  she  endeared  manj'  to  her  who  deeply  feel  her  loss. 

Miss  Harriet  M.  Urian  died  early  in  the  spring  of  this  year.  She 
had  taught  for  twenty-eight  years,  most  of  the  time  in  Darby  town- 
ship, her  native  place.  She  was  very  fond  of  her  work  and  threw 
all  her  energy  into  her  chosen  profession.  She  was  loyal  to  the 
public  school  interests  and  never  lost  an  opportunity  to  proclaim 
their  virtues. 

One  by  one  those  wlui  have  labored  long  and  faithfully  are  called 
liome  to  receive  theii*  reward. 

The  continued  intei-esl  in  public  sclmol  work  by  the  jtalrons  and 
citizens  gi^ierally  is  gratifying  alike  to  directors,  teachers  and  super- 
intendent. 


KLK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweenev. 


The  school  year  closing  June  1.  1004,  has  been,  in  many  resi)ects. 
the  most  progr<\«5sive  thus  far  experienced  in  Elk  county,  for,  al- 
though (Mlucjilional  growth  was  constant  befor<',  yet  the  past  year 
was  more  ]»rodnclive  of  noticeable  results. 

The  school  boards  of  (he  county  were  progressive  enough  not 
to   wait     for    (he    minimum  salary    act    to    become    operative,  but 
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made  a  general  advance  in  salaries,  with  the  natural  result,  that  a 
higher  grade  of  teachers  was  secured.  The  old  maxim,  **As  the 
teacher  so  the  school''  is  still  good  logic,  and  our  schools  were 
correspondingly  of  a  higher  grade. 

Some  few  of  our  districts  are  still  held  back  by  too  short  a  school 
term,  for  even  though  good  wages  are  paid,  with  a  seven-months' 
term,  the  best  teachers  can  not  be  held,  for  the  teacher  decides  on 
salary  by  the  amount  they  receive  for  the  term. 

As  time  passes,  it  is  becoming  more  evident  that  the  compulsory 
attendance  act,  which  at  first  appeared  to  be  a  severe  visitation 
on  many  and  a  disagreeable  task  for  those  on  whom  the  enforce- 
ment of  it  depended,  is  the  most  beneficent  piece  of  school  legisla- 
tion enacted  within  the  memory  of  man. 

The  influx  of  foreign  population  which  settles  in  our  Pennsylvania 
mining  and  other  industrial  centers,  must  be  Americanized,  and 
it  is  only  through  the  agency  of  the  schools  that  we  can  hope  to 
amalgamate  them  into  an  intelligent,  piatriotic  American  people. 

By  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  law  those  who  understand  little 
of  the  future  needs  of  their  offspring  and  appear  to  care  even  less, 
are  forced  to  keep  them  in  the  schools  where  the  carrying  out  of  the 
great  transformation  of  the  young,  and,  through  them,  of  the 
parents,  becomes  a  pleasant  and  easy  task. 

Where  we  secure  their  attendance  in  school,  it  is  marvelous  how 
a  love  for  our  national  songs,  our  flag  and  all  that  makes  for  pa- 
triotic American  citizenship  is  developed  in  those  little  American- 
bprn  citizens  of  foreign  parentage. 

/  There  is  another  class,  lamentable  though  it  be,  that  is  still  less 
pardonable,  and  one  which  should  be  made  to  feel  the  full  penalty 
of  this  law.  I  refer  to  those  shiftless  Americans  who  should  know 
the  importance  of  an  education  for  their  children,  but  who  will  not 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  laid  at  their  feet,  but  who, 
because  the  child  can  earn  a  part  or  the  whole  of  a  dollar  a  day, 
denies  him  his  natural-born  rights. 

\  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  our  school  boards  are  largely  made 
up  of  men  who  recognize  their  duty  and  who  have  the  courage  to 
enforce  the  law,  with  the  result  that  our  attendance  has  been 
greatly  improved. 

During  the  year  the  superintendent  made  483  visits  to  the  schools, 
and  laid  out  the  work  and  examined  into  the  manner  of  school 
work  done.  The  teachers  have  followed  suggestions  and,  in  most 
cases,  success  marked  their  efforts. 

In  all  industrial  undertakings,  foremen  are  employed  to  look  after 
the  workmen,  so  that  no  time  or  material  may  be  wasted  and  so 
that  the  very  best  pofisible  product  may  be  produced,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  best  evidences  of  our  educational  progress  that  public 
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Opinion  is  now  rocoj^nizing  the  necessity  of  closer  supervision  in 
our  schools,  to  the  end  that  the  children  too  may  get  the  best 
possible  results  from  the  time  spent  and  the  effort  put  forth,  and 
so  that  the  taxpayeis  may  get  the  most  for  their  money,  and  the 
State  have  better  and  more  capable  men  and  women.  The  addi- 
tional expense  is  moie  than  offset  by  the  saving  in  books  and  other 
supplies. 

Elk  county  stands  high  in  the  matter  of  local  supervision,  for, 
during-  the  past  school  year,  80  per  cent,  of  our  schools  and  88  per 
cent,  of  our  pupils  were  under  compelent  local  supervision. 

School  directors  have  ta^cen  an  increased  interest  in  visiting 
schools  duiiiLg  the  past  year,  and  but  few  of  our  schools  did  not 
receive  one  or  more  visits  from  directors.  ^lany  directors  accom- 
panied the  superintendent  in  his  visits.  The  directors  of  Benzinger 
township  and  of  St.  Marys  borough  united,  and  in  company  with  the 
superintendent  and  local  supervisory  piincipals  visited  all  schools 
of  both  districts  early  in  the  term  and  again  repeated  the  visits 
before  the  close  of  the  year. 

This  created  a  great  interest  among  teachers,  children  and  par 
ents,  and  it  would  be  well  if  other  districts  would  try  this  good 
example. 

Directors  may  not  understand  the  details  of  school  work,  but 
there  is  much  they  can  see  and  learn  and  their  presence  and  encour- 
agement does  much  to  stimulate  interest. 

The  annual  institute  was  pronounced  by  the  teachers  and  the 
press  to  be  of  a  high  order.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Ruric  N. 
Roark,  Dr.  S.  M.  Schumucker,  Dr.  J.  R.  Flickinger,  Miss  Ida  M. 
Strawn  and  Miss  Ada  VanStone  Harris,  each  a  master  in  the  re- 
spective line. 

Like  local  supervision,  the  local  institute  has  become  a  fixed 
agency  for  good  in  the  school  system  of  the  county,  and  is  held 
frequently  duiing  the  year,  in  all  parts  of  the  county. 

SujxM'visory  ]>rincipals  and  leading  teachers  give  gratuitously 
the  fruit  of  their  research  and  experience  to  the  teachers  who 
have  not  been  so  long  in  the  business.  All  are  free  to  ask  questions 
and  take  part  in  the  discussions  and  receive  help  in  their  necessi- 
ties. 

The  local  institute  for  all  grades  of  teachers  has  done  so  much 
to  improve  the  character  of  the  nu'thod  of  presentation  and  to 
ci-eate  :ni(l  maiiilnin  a  living  iiitei«sl  in  the  work  that  the  high 
school  teachers  fell  llie  need  of  a  similar  meeting,  and  the  first  an- 
nual high  school  institute  was  held  for  two  <lays  and  an  evening 
at  Ridgway.  and  it  was  a  siictcss  beyond  the  exi)ectation8  of  those 
•who  shajted  it.  and  anangenienis  have  been  made  to  re]ieat  the 
5— G— 1904 
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meeting  this  coming  year.  TAventy-tliree  per  cent,  of  our  teachers 
instruct  in  the  higher  branches  and  this  new  agency  must  do  great 
good. 

The  first  annual  convention  of  school  directors  was  held  at  Ridg- 
way  in  March  and  was  well  attended.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  was  present  and  gave  much 
helpful  knowledge  to  the  school  guardians  assembled.  His  ad- 
dress in  the  evning,  given  before  the  directors,  the  supervisory  prin- 
cipals of  the  county  who  were  present,  and  a  good  number  of  citi- 
zens assembled,  was  one  of  the  most  inspiring  educational  discus- 
sions ever  presented  in  Elk  county,  and  it  has  alraedy  borne  fruit 
in  the  action  of  school  boards,  and  in  the  general  interest  it  has 
inspired  in  educational  thought.  Subjects  assigned  to  directors 
were  carefully  prepared  and  well  pres<^nted,  and  were  discussed  in 
an  able  manner  by  all  directors  present,  in  a  manner  to  show  that 
the  gentlemen  were  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  duties  imposed 
by  their  office. 

Another  educational  gathering  which  is  now  general  throughout 
the  county,  because  of  our  borough  and  township  high  schools 
and  graded  schools,  is  the  graduating  exercise.  Those  meetings 
bringing  together  even  in  an  increased  number  the  teachers,  par- 
ents, directors  and  the  general  public,  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
superintendent  and  other  interested  to  present  in  a  concrete  way, 
the  value  and  character  of  the  work  of  our  schools. 

Many  children  in  years  to  come  will  complete  a  high  school 
course,  and  will  owe  their  advancement  to  the  fact  that  their  father 
or  mother  became  inspired  while  in  attendance  at  one  of  these 
exercises  to  give  to  their  child  equal  advantages  to  those  enjoyed 
by  other  children. 

Realizing  that  the  child  should  not  only  possess  knowledge,  but 
that  he  should  be  able  to  make  use  of  this  knowledge,  has  caused 
us  to  give  some  attention  to  training  for  utility.  Drawing,  which 
is  the  foundation  of  all  industrial  arts,  has  been  given  much  at- 
tention in  our  county  until  we  point  with  pride  to  some  of  the 
work  done  by  our  pupils.  Drawing  trains  the  mind,  the  hand  and 
the  eye,  and  prepares  the  child  for  making  a  livelihood  in  some  of 
the  mechanic  arts. 

Along  this  same  line  comes  the  work  of  the  school  of  domestic 
science,  for  if  the  girl  of  to-day  would  be  a  good  mother  and  home- 
maker,  she  must  know  the  work  of  the  home.  The  schools  of 
Ridgway  have  done  good  work  in  this  respect,  as  they  have  main- 
tained a  school  of  domestic  science  during  the  past  two  years, 
where  the  girls  of  the  rich  and  poor  alike  were  taught  to  do  the 
work  of  the  home  and  especially  to  cook  and  sew. 

In  a  resourceful  county  like  ours,  where  there  are  varied  lines 
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of  manufacture,  there  is  necessarily  a  great  demand  lor  otlice  help, 
and,  recognizing  this  fact,  the  school  board  of  St.  Marys  borough 
established  a  commercial  department  in  their  high  school,  where 
a  thorough  course  leading  to  graduation  is  given  in  stenography, 
typewriting,  book-keeping,  telegraphy,  banking  and  commercial 
forms. 

Many  of  the  graduates  are  now  filling  responsible  positions  of 
trust  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner,  instead  of  the  more  menial 
positions  they  would  fill  if  they  were  not  given  an  opportunity  for 
such  a  training. 

The  school  i)oard  of  Ridgway  has  also  taken  steps  to  install  a 
similar  department  in  their  high  school  during  the  coming  year, 
and  the  various  other  high  and  graded  schools  are  giving  short  com- 
mercial courses  also. 

The  borough  high  schools  of  St.  Marys,  Ridgway  and  Johnson- 
burg  are  in  charge  of  men  of  ability,  and  the  students  pursue 
courses  of  study  which  fit  them  for  college  or  for  life.  Many 
students  from  adjoining  districts  take  advantage  of  the  courses 
offered  and  attend  the  borough  high  schools,  either  at  their  own 
expense  or  at  that  of  the  district  from  which  they  come.  Ben- 
zinger  township,  instead  of  maintaining  a  high  school,  has  arranged 
with  the  borough  of  St.  Marys  to  educate  all  boys  and  girls  who 
desire  knowledge  of  the  higher  branches  and  the  expense  is  paid 
out  of  the  township  school  fund. 

The  section  of  Ridgway  township  surrounding  Johnsonburg  seuds 
pupils  to  the  Johnsonburg  high  school,  and  pays  the  tuition  also 
from  their  school  fund.  Students  from  several  of  the  townships 
attend  the  RidgAvay  borough  high  school  to  add  to  their  knowledge, 
or  to  complete  the  courses  of  study,  but  the  expense  is  borne  by  the 
parents  of  the  children. 

Township  high  schools,  having  two  or  three-year  courses  in  com- 
pliance with  the  requirements  of  the  State  Department,  are  main- 
tained in  six  out  of  the  ten  townships  in  the  county,  and  are  loyally 
supported  by  the  people.  Every  year  shows  an  additional  number 
of  students*  taking  advantage  of  the  courses  olTerod,  and  the  pa- 
trons of  the  schools  show  their  appreciation  of  having  equal  oppor- 
tunities with  their  town  friends  for  educating  their  children. 

Good-sized  classes  are  graduated  froui  the  schools  and  the  people 
make  graduation  an  annual  event,  when  all  turn  out  to  honor  the 
young  people  who  complete  the  course  and  to  encourage  others  to 
persevere  in  their  studies. 

Besides  the  regularly  established  township  high  schools  there 
are  scattered  through  the  county,  in  small  villages,  a  total  of  twenty 
other  school  buildings  of  from  two  to  four  rooms,  where  a  high 
school  course  of  one  or  two  vears  is  offered,  nianv  of  which  would 
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also  be  regularly  ado])te(l  if  more  than  one  township  high  school 
were  allowed  to  the  same  district. 

We  fully  appreciate  the  loyal  support  given  us  by  the  super- 
visory principals  in  all  of  our  graded  schools,  by  the  teachers,  the 
school  directors,  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  press 
and  the  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  county,  and  we  enter  the 
work  of  another  school  year  encouraged  to  make  it  an  improvement 
on  all  previous  years. 


ERIE  COUI^TY— Samuel  B.  Bavle.    • 


The  people  of  Erie  county  are  proud  of  their  public  schools.  They 
are  interested  in  education.  They  feel  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
line  of  school  work  that  is  too  good  for  their  sons  and  daughters. 
Our  voters  attend  the  election  and  elect  representative  men  as 
school  directors,  men  who  are  willing  to  devote  some  of  their  time 
to  the  management  of  the  schools.  Our  districts  demand  the  best 
teachers.  Our  taxpayers  do  not  grumble.  Our  children  are  bright 
and  healthy  and  ready  to  learn.  Our  teachers  are  glad  to  teach 
within  the  bounds  of  Erie  county.  Hence,  we  have  good  schools 
and  these  schools  do  first-class  work. 

The  interest  in  townsliij)  high  schools  has  not  abated  during  the 
year.  From  almost  every  district  in  the  county  come  questions  con- 
cerning high  schools.  Seven  townships  of  our  county  have  nobly 
led  in  the  work  of  establishing  township  high  schools.  They  are: 
Girard,  Mill  Creek,  Springfield,  Elk  Creek,  Harbor  Creek,  Venango, 
Washington,  and  the  Waterford  township  and  borough  joint  high 
school  still  continue  to  do  splendid  work.  Our  principals  and 
teachers  are  steadily  preparing  for  advanced  and  better  work.  It 
is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  our  country  boys  and  girls  to  tra- 
verse a  distance  of  from  four  to  six  miles,  night  and  morning,  from 
fall  until  spring,  to  attend  high  school.  With  the  work  of  such 
teachers,  such  honest  energy  on  the  part  of  all  who  support  the 
public  schools,  I  believe  the  boys  and  girls  of  Erie  county  will  be- 
come men  and  women  that  will  strengthen  their  age  and  be  Avorthy 
of  the  name  'Tennsylvanian."  Our  boroughs  are  also  supporting 
high  schools  to  their  full  limit.  Many  of  these  high  schools  pre- 
pare their  students  to  enter  the  freshman  class  of  any  of  our  col- 
leges unconditioned.  Every  school  district  in  our  county  has  a  fair 
representation  attending  normal  school  or  college.  As  a  rule,  our 
school  buildings  are  artistically  anfl  well  built.  The  grounds  are 
well  kept.  Union  City  has  voted  a  new  high  school  building,  which 
will  be  built  during  the  coming  year. 
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The  teachers  of  the  eouuty  and  the  instructors  employed  at  our 
county  iuslitute  made  it  a  complete  success. 

Our  schools  are  carefully  studying  the  history  of  Erie  county 
and  I'eunsylvauia,  in  connection  with  the  other  work  prescribed. 
They  realize  the  fact  that  Erie  county  has  a  history  worth  pre- 
serving. 

I  have  visited  all  the  schools  of  the  eouuty  during  the  year.  1 
have  personally  examined  many  of  the  eighth  grade,  and  right  here 
1  desire  to  speak  a  word  of  commendation  for  my  eighth  year  class. 
Over  3UU  passed  my  examinatious.  while  only  about  15  per  cent, 
failed. 

The  duties  of  the  county  superintendent  are  arduous,  but  every- 
body whom  I  have  met  has  been  helpful.  I  thank  the  school  direct- 
ors again  for  so  nobly  doing  their  work,  the  teachers  for  teaching  in 
such  a  way  that  their  schools  have  grown  better  from  day  to  day, 
the  boys  and  girls  for  their  hearty  greeting  and  pleasant  welcome 
into  their  school  rooms,  the  parents  for  steady,  honest  support, 
the  board  of  education  of  the  city  of  Erie;  the  superintendent  and 
teachers  have  aided  the  county  in  the  cause  of  education  in  every 
way  possible;  the  board  of  education  of  the  city  of  Corry.  the  csuper- 
intendeut  and  teachers  have  done  the  same.  To  all  these  at  this 
time,  in  behalf  of  the  county  of  Erie,  I  extend  our  thanks  and  our 
greeting. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— John  S.  Carroll. 


The  schools  of  Fayette  county  have  done  good  work  during  the 
year  that  has  just  closed.  Interest  was  good.  They  were  sup- 
ported loyally,  not  only  by  the  patrons  but  by  the  whole  people. 
Some  trouble  was  experienced  through  scarcity  of  teachers  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  later  in  the  term  teachers  were  more 
plentiful.  On  aecouut  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  schools 
and  the  scarcity  of  teachers  it  was  necessary  to  employ  very  many 
young  persons  who  had  never  taught  before,  but  they  had  been  in 
school  preparing  themselves  for  the  work,  and  almost  all  of  them 
succeeded  admirably.  While  the  experienced  teachers,  taken  all 
in  all,  did  better  work,  perhaps,  than  ••v.r  before,  the  beginn»  is  in 
numy  instances  did  equally  well. 

Our  schools  aie  not  only  making  progrt-s<i  along  the  line  of  good 
work,  but  their  number  is  increasing  rapidly.  There  are  two  dis- 
tinct causes  for  the  increase.  First — new  coal  works  have  sprung 
up  over  many  parts  of  the  county,  so  the  school  population  has 
been  greatly  increased.  Second — additional  schools  were  provided 
to  relieve  crowded  conditions  of  other  schools.     When  I  began  to 
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supervise  the  schools  five  years  ago  there  were  many  schools  about 
the  public  works  whose  enrolineuts  were  from  75  to  115.  This 
condition  having  existed  in  some  districts  for  years,  many  people 
were  satisfied,  so  that  but  little  complaint  was  made,  and  it  took 
time,  pertsuadiug  and  not  a  little  driving  to  change  conditions. 
Now,  but  few  schools  in  the  county  are  crowded,  and  in  those  that 
are  crowded  relief  will  be  given  the  coming  year.  I  wish  the  De- 
partment could  have  an  opportunity  to  measure  the  recent  progress 
which  the  schools  about  the  public  works  have  made.  Of  course, 
there  is  much  to  be  done  yet  in  order  to  make  them  what  we  want 
them  to  be,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  they  have  done  as 
well  as  they  have.  Some  of  them  have  been  changed  from  dens 
of  filth  and  vice  to  schools  that  are  the  pride  of  the  communities  in 
which  they  are  situated. 

The  school  houses  that  have  been  built  during  the  year  are  good 
ones.  They  are  fitted  up  with  modern  school  furniture  and  suit- 
able apjjaratus.  The  house  built  in  Uniontown  is  one  of  the  best 
eight-room  school  buildings  ever  erected  in  the  county.  It  will 
be  occupied  at  the  beginning  of  next  term.  South  Union  township 
put  up  an  excellent  four-room  brick  house  at  Kevere.  Perry  town- 
ship erected  two  two-room  frame  houses;  Washington  township, 
one  two-room  frame  house,  and  North  Union  township  one  two- 
room  frame  house  and  one  single  room  frame  annex.  Luzerne  town- 
fihip  also  erected  one  two-room  frame  house.  Single  room  houses 
were  built  in  Redstone,  Menallen  and  Springfield,  and  Saltlick  town- 
ship built  one  single-room  frame  annex. 

The  county  course  of  study  was  published  by  the  directors'  as- 
sociation about  one  year  ago.  It  was  placed  in  many  of  the  schools 
at  the  beginning  of  last  term  and  it  proved  to  be  helpful  to  them. 
Fifty-two  young  people  completed  the  course  and  received  diplomas. 
We  expect  to  have  it  jdaced  in  every  rural  school  of  the  county  the 
coming  year.  I  have  received  many  complimentary  letters  concern- 
ing the  Fayette  county  course  of  study  from  some  very  able  school 
men,  and  after  having  tried  it  one  ^ear  we  think  it  is  well  suited  to 
the  needs  of  rural  schools.  About  all  of  the  boroughs  have  courses 
of  their  own,  which  cover  much  more  ground  than  the  rural  course, 
and  very  many  students  were  graduated  from  these  schools  tliis 
year. 

We  cannot  boast  of  the  number  of  township  principals,  but  those 
we  have  have  done  very  satisfactory  work.  North  Union  and  Con- 
nellsville  townships  have  had  township  principals  for  three  years, 
and  Dunbar  township  for  only  one  year.  The  principal  of  the  Ever- 
son  schools  in  Upper  Tyrone  township  has  given  a  part  of  his  time 
to  the  supervision  of  the  other  schools  of  the  township.  In  all,  four 
f>ersons  filled  positions  in  this  capacity  last  year,  and  there  will, 
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doubtless,  be  some  additions  to  the  list  the  coming  year,  1  must 
not  take  space  here  to  tell  of  the  good  that  grows  out  of  the  work 
of  these  principals,  but  would  say  that  their  work  has  been  effec- 
tive and  that  the  schools  of  the  county  are  in  need  of  more  of  them. 

Many  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  county  during  the  year. 
They  were  well  attended  and  doubtless  much  good  grew  out  of  them. 

The  county  institute  was,  of  course,  by  far  the  greatest  educa- 
tional meeting  of  the  year.  The  evening  lectures  wre  not  above 
the  average,  but  the  day  sessions  could  hardly  have  been  better. 
The  instructors  were  Sherman  L.  Davis,  of  Bloomington,  Ind.;  Will 
S.  Monroe,  of  Westfleld,  Mass.,  and  Francis  11.  Green,  of  the  Weet 
Chester  State  Normal  School.  It  is  doubtful  whether  three  better 
instructors  could  be  found  anywhere.  Prof.  K.  C.  Melvin,  of  Alle- 
gheny, furnished  the  violin  music.  His  was  about  the  best  violin 
music  we  ever  had.  The  vocalists  were  Miss  Mary  Albert  and  Mr. 
K.  F.  Colley,  both  of  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  and  Mis«s  Susan  S.  Brooke,  of 
Uniontown.     Their  work  was  excellent. 

The  Catharine  Ridgeway  Concert  Company  gave  us  the  best  enter- 
tainment that  we  have  had  in  years.  Taken  all  in  all,  it  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  institutes  ever  held  in  Uniontown,  but  the 
coming  institute  will  be  greater,  for  the  Hon.  Henry  Houck  will  be 
with  us  the  whole  week.  Prof.  Orval  H.  Yetter,  of  Bloomsburg, 
w^as  the  director  of  music.  This  was  his  second  institute  in  Fay- 
ette, and  he  will  be  with  us  next  year.  Mr.  Yetter  is  not  the  only 
man  who  knows  how  to  do  this  work,  but  he  is  the  best  that  I  have 
known. 

Fayette  county  has  more  school  directors  to-day  than  ever  be- 
fore. At  the  last  election  nearly  all  the  boroughs  elected  six  di- 
rectors each,  making  the  whole  number  in  each  borough  ten.  Many 
people  thought  the  act  of  Assembly  allowing  boroughs  to  increase 
the  number  of  directors  did  not  apply  to  the  boroughs  of  Fayette 
county,  but  the  court  said  it  did  apply,  and  the  people  applied  it. 
The  directors  elected  were  sworn  in  and  are  now  transacting 
business. 

Fa^'ette  county  does  not  have  even  one  township  high  school, 
but  I  must  report  progress  along  this  line.  That  we  shall  have 
at  least  two  to  report  next  year  is  no  longer  in  doubt.  Dunbar  and 
North  Union  townships  will  likely  lead  in  the  movement,  but  they 
may  not  be  much  in  advance  of  Perry,  South  Union  and  Springhill. 
For  3'ears  we  have  been  working  for  the  establishing  of  these 
schools,  without  apparent  success,  but  the  right  school  directors  are 
at  the  helm  now,  and  the  schools  will  be  established.  And  the  best 
feature  of  all  is  that  we  have  many  bright,  energetic,  deserving 
young  people  anxiously  waiting  to  be  admitted  to  these  schools. 
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But  won't  we  hold  au  educational  rally  when  the  first  township 
high  school  is  to  be  dedicated! 

Patrons'  day  was  established  three  years  ago.  The  first  year 
hundreds  of  parents  and  others  visited  the  schools,  the  second  year 
the  people  were  more  deepl}'  interested  in  the  movement  than  the 
previous  year  and  the  turnout  was  good,  but  this  year  the  people 
in  almost  every  district  in  the  county  were  interested  and  they 
turned  out  in  great  numbers.  The  schools  have  been  greatly 
profited  by  this  movement. 

In  February  of  this  j'ear  the  Fayette  School  Journal  made  its  ap- 
pearance. It  is  only  a  little  eight-page  school  paper,  but  it  has 
now  about  SOU  subscribers,  and  very  many  other  friends  who  heartily 
endorse  the  movement. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  to  the  Department  that  almost  all 
of  the  people  whom  I  have  examined  for  the  coming  year  attended 
school  somewhere  during  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  and  the  work 
done  in  the  examinations  shows  marked  improvement  over  the 
work  of  former  years.  Some  attended  State  Normals,  others  local 
normals;  but  few  took  chances  without  having  attended  school,  and 
even  some  of  them  took  au  early  examination  and  from  some  cause 
or  other  at  once  started  away  to  school,  fully  determined  to  know 
more  before  trying  another  examination. 

The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  better  than  it  has  been  at  any 
time  ill  recent  years. 

Xow,  in  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  while  the  work  has  been 
going  pleasantly,  and  that  substantial  progress  has  been  made, 
there  are  many  things  that  need  improvement  before  our  schools 
will  be  what  they  ought  to  be.  I  promise  you,  the  head  of  the  great 
public  school  system  of  Pennsylvania,  that  during  the  school  year 
which  has  already  begun  that  I  shall  do  my  best  to  place  our  schools 
on  a  still  higher  plane  of  educational  work. 

And  once  again  I  want  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  the  timely  advice  and  encouragement  that  I  have  re- 
ceived during  the  year.  Also,  the  public  press  and  the  other  school 
people  have  been  kind  to  me,  and  have  greatly  aided  me  in  my 
work,  and  I  want  to  thank  them  for  all  these  things.  May  still 
greater  success  come  to  the  public  schools,  not  of  Fayette  county 
alone,  but  to  the  schools  of  the  State  and  the  Nation  as  w^ell. 


FOKEST  COUNTY— E.  E.  Stitzinger. 


Another  fairly  prosperous  school  year  has  been  concluded,  and 
in  submitting  this  report  I  desire  to  say  that  much  very  good  work 
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was  accomplished  and  at  least  some  steps  in  advance  were  made 
since  my  last  report. 

Five  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year — two  in  Jenks 
township,  one  in  Hickory  township,  one  in  Howe  township  and  one 
in  Greene  Independent.  These  houses  were  all  only  temporary 
ones,  erected  to  accommodate  small  settlements  for  a  few  years 
only.  They,  however,  will  very  nicely  serve  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  intended,  as  they  will  be  in  use  but  a  very  short  time. 

All  told,  there  were  103  schools  in  operation  in  the  county  during 
the  year.  This  is  the  largest  number  that  Forest  county  has  ever 
had — never  before  in  the  history  of  the  county  did  the  number  of 
schools  reach  a  hundred. 

Our  statistical  rei)ort  shows  that  the  teachers  generally  were 
well  qualified  for  their  work.  There  were  three  college  graduates, 
thirty-four  normal  graduates,  six  who  held  permanent  certificates 
and  four  v.iio  held  professional  certificates,  making  a  grand  total 
of  forty-seven  who  were  teaching  on  a  license  of  a  high  grade.  Of 
those  who  held  provisional  certificates,  forty-two  have,  in  a  measure, 
made  special  preparation  for  their  chosen  work,  by  having  at  some 
time  attended  a  normal  school.  This  leaves  but  fourteen  who  were 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  a  majority  of  them  were  gradu- 
ates of  some  high  school. 

Nine  teachers'  examinations  were  held.  Eighty  applicants  for 
certificates  were  examined.  Fifty-eight  of  these  were  licensed  to 
teach,  and  twenty-two  were  rejected. 

There  seemed  to  be  a  scarcity  of  teachers,  and  it  was  quite  diffi- 
cult for  some  of  the  school  boards  to  secure  enough  teachers  to 
supply  their  schools. 

Each  school  in  the  county,  with  one  exception,  was  visited  during 
the  term  by  the  supcM'intenrlent.  Nearly  all  of  them  were  visited 
twice,  and  some  of  them  three  times.  The  total  number  of  official 
visits  made  was  198. 

Only  four  local  institutes  were  held.  Most  of  these  were  well  at- 
tended, and  a  marked  interest  was  manifested. 

On  the  17th  of  July  the  superintendent  called  the  directors  to- 
gether at  Tionesta  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  county  direct- 
ors' association.  The  call  was  responded  to  by  about  one-third 
of  the  directors.  After  effecting  the  the  organization,  the  advis- 
ability of  having  a  uniform  course  of  study  for  the  county  was  dis- 
cussed with  a  great  deal  of  interest.  A  committee  of  four,  consist- 
ing of  three  of  the  leadiug  teachers  and  the  su|)eriut(Mulent,  was 
ai>pointed  to  investigate  the  matt(M'.  This  finally  resulted  i]i  the 
adoption  of  the  Illinois  course  of  study,  by  C.  M.  Parker,  to  be  a 
uniform  course  for  the  county.  T>(M;uise  it  was  late  in  the  school 
term   when   the  course  was  placed   in   the  schools,  not   wvy  much 
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could  be  accomplished  with  it  durinj;  the  year.  Tliiw,  however,  is 
certainly  a  long  step  in  advance,  and  if  pursued  with  the  proper 
amount  of  interest  and  earnestness  will  certainly  bear  valuable  fruit 
in  the  future. 

As  usual,  the  annual  teachers'  institute  was  the  leading  educa- 
tional event  of  the  year.  Since  we  were  favored  with  very  fine 
weather,  good  roads,  and  a  large  attendance  last  year  in  October, 
a  date  in  October  was  chosen  for  our  institute  this  year.  We  were 
not  disappointed,  but  had  ideal  weather,  and  the  largest  enrolment 
of  teachers  that  Forest  county  has  ever  had  in  an  institute.  Prof. 
A.  J.  Kinneman  and  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal  were  the  day  instructors; 
Prof.  A.  J,  Moouey  conducted  the  music,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Weir  gave 
us  two  very  helpful  talks.  Our  evening  sessions  consisted  of  a  lec- 
ture by  Prof.  A.  J.  Kinneman  and  a  lecture  by  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal, 
together  with  a  musical  entertainment  by  the  Dunbar  Male  Quar- 
tette, and  an  evening  of  impersonations  by  Prof.  Williard  D.  Howe. 
The  institute  was  a  decided  success  in  every  particular. 

In  conclueion,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  any  one 
who  in  any  way  lent  a  helping  hand  in  forwarding  the  educational 
interests  of  the  county. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— L.  F.  Benchofif. 


Franklin  county  has  a  feeling  of  traditional  pride  in  her  educa- 
tional institutions.  Not  every  county  in  the  State  has  as  many 
influential  and  successful  centers  of  learning  as  Franklin  has.  Wil- 
son College,  Mercersburg  Academy  and  Chambersburg  Academy — 
all  these  institutions  in  their  past  hifitory  have  given  our  people  an 
inheritance  and  prestige  of  which  they  are  proud.  But,  in  addition 
to  these,  we  guard  with  a  more  jealous  care  that  force  which  more 
directly  reaches  and  enlightens  the  masses  of  the  peoi)]e,  viz,  our 
public  schools.  The  enduring  power  of  our  nation  will  depend 
largely  upon  the  success  with  which  we  banish  illiteracy  and  teach 
our  boys  and  girls  the  duties  of  their  high  calling  ae  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  This  is  the  question  which  confronts  us  to-day  as 
a  nation,  and  which  must  be  solved  by  applying  it  to  local  condi- 
tions and  allowing  the  leaven  to  work  its  way  throughout  the 
whole  course  of  our  development. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  public  opinion  in  our  county  is  encour- 
aging the  work  of  the  common  schools  in  a  substantial  way.  There 
*is  a  feeling  of  need  of  securing  only  the  best  teachers,  which  fact 
alone  has  raised  the  standard  of  Avork.  To  meet  this  demand,  there 
is  a  general  tendency  towards  better  preparation  on  the  part  of 
teachers,  and  the  directors  are  meeting  this  effort  by  giving  better 
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salaries.  Oue  of  the  worst  investments  school  directors  can  make 
is  to  engage  the  services  of  a  poorly  qualified  teacher.  The  demand 
they  can  make  upon  the  gratitude  of  their  patrons  \h  when  they 
have  given  them  a  teacher,  who,  by  his  energy  and  personality  has 
produced  results  that  count  when  the  school  year  ends. 

The  number  of  api»licauts  examined  during  the  year  was  (212)  two 
hundred  and  twelve,  a  number  of  whom  were  examined  in  civil 
government  and  algebra  only.  Thirty-four  (34)  failed  in  the  exam- 
ination. During  the  summer  new  double  buildings  were  erected 
in  Antrim  and  Hamilton  townships.  Metal  township  built  a  new^ 
house  and  one  room  was  added  to  the  building  at  Roadside,  in  Wash- 
ington township.  In  Quincy  township  a  high  school  building  was 
elected.  Last  year  the  first  high  school  in  the  county  was  estab- 
lished at  Fannettsburg.  This  year  the  second  was  started  at 
Quincy  and  now  the  project  has  gone  beyond  the  experimental 
stage.  The  principals  of  both  schools  were  college  graduates  and 
we  now'  prophesy  the  same  advantages  for  a  higher  education  to 
the  pupils  of  the  rural  districts  that  are  prepared  for  it  as  those 
offered  in  towns.  I  stand  for  the  extension  of  these  privileges  to  all 
parts  of  the  county. 

One  peculiar  condition  of  affairs  prevailed  during  the  year.  After 
the  elections  of  teachers  had  taken  place  there  were  very  many 
resignations.  While  the  salaries  were  better  than  those  of  previous 
years,  nevertheless  many  teachers  were  offered  better  salaries  in 
other  lines  of  work  and  naturally  they  accepted.  This  is  detri- 
mental to  the  best  interest  of  the  schools,  as  it  very  often  takes 
some  of  the  best  teachers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  compensa- 
tion offered  will  justify  the  best  talent  to  engage  in  school  work, 
because  the  best  cannot  be  any  too  good.  Teaching  a  school  is  one 
of  the  noblest  professions. 

The  school  directors  assembled  in  the  first  convention  in  the  court 
house,  at  Chambersburg,  on  October  13.  Topics  of  practical  and 
general  importance  were  discussed  by  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart,  Rev.  Wm. 
C.  Schaeffer,  J.  H.  Light,  Esq..  D.  M.  Omwake,  S.  Z.  Hawbecker  and 
Geo.  Bollinger.  Seventy-six  (TG)  directors  were  in  attendance. 
This  was  one  of  the  most  important  movements  during  the  year,  and 
this  convention  will  now  be  held  annually,  as  provided  by  law. 
The  meeting  of  this  year  was  unusually  good  and  helpful  to  all 
who  attended. 

The  teachers'  county  institute  was  held  the  week  of  November 
lG-2(),  in  Rosedale  opera  house,  Chambersburg.  The  sessions  were 
Avell  attended,  not  alone  by  teachers  and  directors,  but  as  well  by 
the  public  and  friends  of  education.  It  was  my  desire  to  have  an 
institute  that  would  give  instruction  plus  some  entertainment. 
Perhaps  the  most  a  teacher  gets  at  an  institute  is  inspiration  and 
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(•ncouragoment,  but  this  sliould  come  from  good  solid  instnu-tion, 
given  by  able  men,  who  throw  a  strong  personality  into  their  work. 
It  was  the  aim  to  have  the  evening  sessions  devoted  chiefly  to  enter- 
tainment as  a  rest  from  the  day's  w^ork.  The  instructors  were: 
Dr.  M.  G.  lirumbaugh,  Dr.  AV.  H.  Mace,  Dr.  C.  C.  Boyer,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Barton  and  Prof,  Chas.  A.  Albert  On  Monday  evening  Fred  High 
entertained.  Dr.  Brumbaugh  lectured  on  Tuesday  evening.  Dr. 
Mace  on  AYednesday  evening.  On  Thursday  evening  the  Carnival 
Company  entertained.  The  following  books  were  recommended  for 
the  teachers'  reading  course:  AA'hitc's  Art  of  Teaching,  Dr.  Schaef- 
fer's  Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think  and  Kemp's  History  of  Educa- 
tion. It  was  also  decided  to  make  arrangements  for  a  fitting  cele- 
bration of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Franklin  County  Institute 
at  the  next  session.  Local  institutes  were  held  at  New  Franklin, 
Greencastle,  St.  Thomas,  Lemaster,  Quincy  and  Waynesboro.  I  at- 
tended all  of  them  and  was  pleased  with  the  general  interest  shown 
in  this  kind  of  work.  The  value  of  such  meetings  needs  no  com- 
ment. It  is  the  duty  of  every  teacher  to  bring  all  the  educational 
force  at  his  command  to  work  upon  his  immediate  community. 

I  visited  every  school  in  the  county  once  and  in  some  cases  a 
second  visit  was  made.  The  attendance  was  good,  considering 
everything,  and  the  teaching,  with  a  few  exceptions,  was  mcII  done. 
The  compulsory  school  law  was  enforced  mildly,  as  a  rule.  At  the 
close  of  the  school  year  examinations  were  given  to  pupils  complet- 
ing the  common  school  course.  Out  of  (73)  seventy-three  who  took 
it,  (55)  fifty-five  received  diplomas.  I  shall  advise  these  students 
to  continue  their  studies  in  the  high  school  or  academy,  as  may  be 
most  convenient  for  them. 

My  work  during  the  year  has  been  very  pleasant.  The  whole 
school  machinery  has  moved  along  with  ease  and  we  trust  not  Avith- 
out  producing  good  results.  I  am  personally  grateful  to  all  who 
have  in  any  way  assisted  me  in  the  performance  of  my  duties. 


FULTON  COUNTY— Chas.  E.  Barton. 


A  review  of  the  past  year  convinces  us  that  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  work  of  education,  though  the  year  has  not  been  free 
from  discouragements. 

Not  all  of  our  teachers  proved  satisfactory;  we  had  a  few  "time 
servers,"  and  a  few  "inis-fits,''  but  we  shall  hope  to  see  these  elimin- 
ated from  our  ranks  in  the  near  future.  Most  of  our  teachers  did 
fine  work — work  that  compares  very  favorably  with  that  done  in 
neighboring  counties. 
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The  attendance  was  very  much  broken  in  all  but  two  districts 
dui'iu{,r  the  la  iter  hall'  of  the  term,  owinj;  to  the  prevalence  of 
measles,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cougli  and  diphtheria.  Some  of 
the  schools  were  closed  from  two  to  six  weeks,  and  the  attendance 
in  many  others  was  reduced  to  a  minimum.  Greater  precaution 
on  the  part  of  physicians  and  directors  could  have  prevented  much 
of  this  trouble. 

Wells  township  established  the  first  townshi}*  hi^^h  school  in  the 
county.  The  progressive  citi/eus  of  the  district  heartily  indorsed 
the  move,  but  it,  like  all  other  advances  in  education,  had  its  ene- 
mies. Two  good  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire,  but  through  the 
efforts  of  a  fearless  and  progressive  board,  a  third  building  was 
soon  erected,  and  the  high  school  completed  itci.  first  year's  work. 

The  school  was  liberally  patronized  and  the  work  done  was  excel- 
lent. 

Ayr  township  erected  a  new  house  at  Back  Kun  to  replace  an 
old  one  unfit  for  use.  Thompson  built  a  new  house  at  Oak  Dale,  to 
replace  one  destroyed  by  fire  early  in  the  term.  Licking  Greek  was 
compelled  to  open  a  new  school  and  a  good  house  was  erected. 
Belfast  put  new  furniture  in  two  houses,  and  all  the  districts  did 
more  or  less  toward  the  improvement  of  buildings  and  apparatus. 

On  both  of  my  visits,  special  attention  was  given  to  the  attend- 
ance, and  I  am  convinced  that  a  closer  observance  of  the  compulsory 
law  is  necessary  in  many  districts.  Too  much  valuable  time  is 
needlessly  lost  from  school,  and,  in  very  many  instances,  it  is  by 
the  ones  who  can  least  afford  the  loss.  If  parents  are  not  suffici- 
ently interested  in  the  welfare  of  their  children  to  give  them  what 
the  public  schools  offer,  then  it  is  surely  time  that  our  school  boards 
see  to  this  woeful  waste  of  youth's  opportunities. 

The  minimum  salary  law  should  encourage  all  to  greater  efforts, 
and  should  result  in  better  schools.  The  new  law  will  necessitate 
the  closing  of  a  few  smaller  schools  in  some  of  our  poorer  and 
more  sparsely  settled  districts.  The  pupils  from  these  schools 
will  be  provided  for  otherwise. 

The  annual  institute,  which  is  the  educational  rally  of  the  year, 
was  held  in  the  court  house,  December  7-11.  All  teachers  but  one 
were  present.  Friends  of  education  from  all  jiarts  of  the  county 
were  in  attendance.  So  great  was  the  interest  manifested  by  our 
people  that  we  were  unable  to  accommodate  all  who  desiri'd  at  at- 
tend the  meetings.  The  house  was  crowded  at  every  session.  State 
Superintendent  Schaell'er  was  with  ns  and  did  much  toward  the 
success  of  the  institute. 

Slany  lo<al  institutes  an<l  educational  Hirelings  were  held  during 
the  winter.     It  was  my  ])]easui'e  to  be  present  at  foui'teen  of  these 
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raeetiugs.  Wherever  local  institute  work  is  successfully  conducted, 
a  correspoudiug  interest  in  the  work  of  education  is  to  be  found. 

Our  directors"  convention  met  in  McConnellsburg  February  23. 
Notwithstanding  the  bad  roads,  more  than  half  of  the  directors  in 
the  county  were  present,  and  the  meeting  was  a  success. 

The  term  examinations  were  held  throughout  the  county  April  9. 
Twenty-nine  applicants  passed  the  examination  and  were  granted 
diplomas. 

The  aunual  commencement  of  the  McConnellsburg  high  school 
was  held  May  12,  when  a  class  of  three  boys  and  seven  girls  was 
graduated. 

In  closing  this  report  I  desire  to  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way 
contributed  toward  making  the  year's  work  pleasant  and,  I  trust, 
profitable. 


GREENE   COUNTY— John   C.   Stewart. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year,  we  find  some  encourage- 
ment in  the  evidences  of  progress.  More  of  our  teachers  are  at- 
tending school  this  year  than  during  any  previous  year  of  which 
we  have  any  knowledge. 

This  evidence  of  advancement  is  very  gratifying  indeed.  One  of 
the  greatest  needs  of  our  schools  to-day  is  better  qualified  teach- 
ers or  teachers  with  more  professional  training.  We  hope  the  time 
is  not  far  in  the  future  when  every  young  man  and  woman  who  ex- 
pects to  enter  this  great  field  of  labor  will  be  required  to  take  some 
special  training  before  engaging  in  this  work,  and  that  the  remun- 
eration for  this  work  will  be  sufficient  to  justify  him  in  making  this 
special  preparation. 

Of  the  233  teachers  employed  in  this  county  140  hold  provisional 
certificates,  32  hold  professional  certificates,  11  are  graduates  of 
States  normals,  and  11  are  college  graduates. 

In  the  line  of  experience,  42  have  had  no  previous  experience, 
while  83  have  had  five  or  more  terms,  leaving  128  who  have  taught 
from  one  to  five  terms.  Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  are  earnest  and 
progressive,  and  we  are  gratified  to  find  the  demand  for  teachers 
of  this  class  increasing  throughout  the  county. 

The  average  salary  of  male  teachers  for  the  year  just  closed  was 
143.45,  and  of  female  teachers  .?40.15.  These  figures  show  an  in- 
crease in  the  salary  of  male  teachers  of  |3.89,  and  in  the  salary  of 
female  teachers  of  |6.88. 

The  salaries  in  the  ungraded  schools  range  from  $30.00  to  $45.00 
per  month;  in  ungraded  schools  from  $40.00  to  $55.00. 
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Kiuetet'U  public  examinations  were  held  and  2(30  applicants  for 
certificates  were  examined,  of  whom  218  were  licensed  to  teach. 

New  buildings  were  erected  in  Springliill,  Center,  Wayne  and  Jef- 
ferson townships.  These  are  good,  substantial  buildings,  well  lo- 
cated and  with  sufficient  space  for  good  play  ground. 

East  Waynesburg  has  erected  a  large  brick  building,  trimmed 
with  stone,  containing  eight  rooms.  It  is  of  modern  style,  and  fur- 
nished with  the  best  equipments,  thus  making  it  one  of  the  most 
complete  school  buildings  in  the  county.  Many  old  buildings  have 
been  much  imi)roved,  both  outside  and  in,  by  paint  and  paper. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  every  township  in  the  county.  These 
meetings  were  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  citizens, 
and  proved  to  be  of  much  profit  to  the  schools. 

In  our  institute  manual  we  recommended  the  forming  of  a  teach- 
ers' and  directors'  union  in  each  district,  for  the  purpose  of  discus- 
sing questions  pertaining  to  school  work,  and  that  a  meeting  of  these 
two  educational  forces  be  held  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month. 
Several  of  the  school  boards  have  adopted  this  plan,  and  believe 
it  has  been  a  source  of  great  help  to  tlieir  schools. 

The  thirty-seventh  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was 
held  in  Waynesburg,  October  10  to  23.  No  effort  was  spared,  with 
the  limited  means  at  hand,  to  make  it  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in 
the  county,  and,  judging  from  the  kind  and  encouraging  words,  our 
hopes  were  fully  realized. 

The  day  instructors  were  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Prof.  Chas.  Albert, 
Mrs.  Anna  Friedman,  Prof.  Edwin  Lee,  Dr.  Jacob  F.  liucher  and 
Prof.  J.  B.  Smith.  The  evening  attractions  were  as  follows:  Hon. 
J.  P.  Dolliver,  Rev.  F.  A.  Furby,  Hon.  Lou  J.  Beauchamp.  the  Rogers- 
Grilly  Recital  Company,  Ross  Crane  and  the  Mozart  Symphony  Club. 

In  accordance  with  an  act  of  Assembly  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature,  the  annual  convention  of  the  directors'  associa- 
tion was  held  in  \V^aynesburg,  Tuesday,  September  15.  An  organiza- 
tion was  affected  by  electing  the  following  officers:  President,  Hon. 
J.  Warren  Ray;  secretary,  G.  B.  Waychoff;  treasurer,  E.  S.  Minor. 
Roll  call  showed  seventy  directors  i>resent,  every  townsliip  in  the 
county  being  represented. 

The  adoption  of  a  uniform  course  of  study  for  this  county  was 
ably  discussed  pro  and  con  during  the  forenoon  session  and,  on 
motion  of  the  convention,  the  superintendent  was  directed  to  pre- 
pare a  course  of  study  for  this  county. 

In  the  afternoon  and  evening,  able  addresses  were  delivered  by 
Dr.  J.  W.  McWay,  of  Waynesburg;  Dr.  Theo.  B.  Noss,  principal 
of  California  State  Normal,  and  Dr.  Turner,  president  of  ^Vaym's- 
burg  College. 

The  new  oriranization  h;id  a  vcrv  successful  Ix'ginning  and  starts 
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on  a  career  of  usefulness.     I'lans  are  being  considered  to  make  the 
next  meeting  an  eventful  one  in  every  way. 

We  desire  to  express  a  feeling  of  gratitude  to  the  teachers,  direct- 
ors, Department,  and  all  who  have  so  kindly  aided  in  this  great 
work. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— Jas.  G.  Dell. 


Now  that  we  have  seen  another  school  year  pass  into  history,  it 
gives  us  pleasure  to  recount  the  items  of  progress  manifested  during 
the  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  were  pleased  to  note  the 
professional  spirit  which  seemed  to  evidence  itself  in  every  section 
of  the  county,  and  we  looked  forward  for  an  unusually  prosperous 
term.  Though  our  anticipations  have  not  been  fully  realized,  and 
many  of  our  schools  have  failed  to  measure  up  to  twentieth  century 
progress,  and  though  probabh'  none  have  attained  that  degree  of 
excellency  for  which  we  hoped,  yet,  as  a  whole,  we  have  seen  marked 
progress. 

Beginning  early  in  September,  we  continued  to  visit  schools  until 
the  last  one  was  closed.  During  this  period  we  visited  every  school 
in  the  county,  making  345  visits  to  the  234  schools.  Eighteen  local 
institutes  were  attended  in  the  county  by  the  superintendent.  Be- 
sides these,  we  attended  county  institutes  and  educational  meet- 
ings enough  to  make  a  total  of  twenty-three  institutes  and  educa- 
tional meetings  attended.  There  were  twenty-six  local  institutes 
and  educational  meetings  held  in  the  county  during  the  term.  Many 
of  our  teachers  take  a  very  active  part  in  these  meetings  and,  as 
a  rule,  we  find  those  who  are  most  active  in  this  work  to  be  our 
best  teachers.  AVith  a  very  few  exceptions,  the  patrons  attended 
the  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  so  largely  that  the 
houses  were  crowded  to  their  utmost  seating  capacity.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  the  county  institutes  of  our  neighboring  coun- 
ties, Blair,  Bedford  and  Mifflin.  A  special  feature  in  this  line  of 
endeavor  was  a  joiiit  institute  held  at  Saxton  by  Bedford,  Blair  and 
Huntingdon  county  superintendents  and  teachers. 

Our  teachers,  generally,  are  earnest  in  their  efforts  to  advance 
the  educational  standard  of  the  county.  However,  we  have  too 
many  who  "keei)  school"  rather  than  teach  school.  Several  who 
did  i>oor  work  during  the  previous  j^ear  were  retired  last  fall,  and 
we  hope  to  see  a  few  more  retired  when  the  schools  are  let  this 
coming  fall.  We  have,  for  years,  urged  the  retention  of  teachers 
who  succeed,  but  we  feel  that  poor,  indifferent  teachers  can  not  be 
retired  too  soon. 

Our  schools  were  taught  bv  101  male  teachers  and  133  female 
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teachers.  The  average  age  of  the  teaching  force  of  the  county  is 
twenty-six  years.  Thirty-seven  of  the  number  have  made  special 
preparation  for  the  work  by  attending  a  State  Normal  School. 
This  does  not  include  the  twenty  who  are  graduates  of  State  nor- 
mals. About  sixty  are  persons  who  have  attended  Juniata  College. 
This  does  not  include  several  Juniata  graduates  who  now  hold 
higher  grade  certificates.  About  one  dozen  have  taken  a  course  of 
training  in  acudamies.  One  hundred  and  three  have  gone  from  our 
public  schools  to  our  local  normal  schools  to  prepare  for  the  work. 
The  largest  of  these  schools  is  at  Rockhill.  Very  successful  other 
summer  normal  schools  are  located  at  Shade  Gap  and  Marklecsburg. 
To  these  we  add,  in  our  training  schools,  Rockview  Academy,  at 
Shirleysburg,  and  Mountain  Seminary,  of  Birmingham.  We  had 
two  college  graduates  in  our  corps  of  principals  during  the  year. 

At  our  county  teachers'  institute  a  course  of  professional  reading 
was  adopted,  and  we  are  holding  our  teachers  responsible  for  the 
careful  study  of  at  least  part  of  the  course.  The  course  includes 
standard  works  on  pedagogy  and  general  literature.  As  a  result 
of  this  course,  we  see  greater  professional  zeal. 

During  June  and  July  we  conducted  thirtj'  regular  examinations 
and  later  twelve  special  examinations.  The  special  examinations 
were  nearly  all  held  to  secure  teachers  to  fill  vacancies.  As  a  result 
of  our  regular  examinations,  20i)  provisional  certificates  and  IG  pro- 
fessional certificates  were  granted,  and  74  persons  were  rejected. 
Twelve  persons  took  the  examination  for  permanent  certificates. 

Beginning  March  2G  Ave  examined,  for  graduation  in  our  county 
course  of  study,  forty-seven  applicants.  Nine  of  these  were  re- 
jected. Thirty  applicants  presented  themselves  for  graduation  in 
our  high  school  course.  One  of  these  was  rejected  and  two  more 
were  ''conditioned."  The  high  schools  graduating  classes  this  year 
are  Alexandria,  Mount  Union,  Marklesburg,  Orbisonia.  Petersburg 
and  Spruce  Creek,  which  is  now  our  only  township  high  school. 

The  directors  of  the  county,  as  a  whole,  deserve  much  credit  for 
the  interest  they  have  nmnifested  during  the  year.  Many  of  them 
attended  our  county  institute,  our  local  institutes  were  well  at- 
tended by  them  and  one  hundred  and  five  attended  the  first  direct- 
ors' convention  ever  held  in  the  county,  in  February.  In  some  dis- 
tricts, the  directors  have  organized  systematic  visitations,  which 
greatly  encourage  the  teachers.  Portt-r  and  Warrior's  Mark  de- 
serve special  mention  along  this  Hue. 

Our  county  teachers'  institute,  which  began  on  the  0th  of  No- 
vember, was  sai<l  by  many  to  be  tlu^  best  ever  lield  in  this  county. 
Patrons  and  directors  came  from  every  section  of  the  county  to  at- 
tend the  sessions.  Many  were  turned  away  luM-ause  the  city  does 
not  have  a  room  large  enougli  to  seat  all  who  sought  to  attend  the 
6—6—190-1 
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sessions.  Vevy  excelleut  iustructiou  was  giveu  by  Dr.  H.  K.  Pattin- 
gill,  of  Lausiug,  Micli.,  aud  Tiols.  F.  H.  Green,  West  Chester,  Pa.; 
G.  L.  Omwake,  Ursiuus  College;  C.  C.  Johnson  and  J.  A.  M^'ers, 
Juniata  College,  and  visiting  superintendents.  Prof,  I.  D.  Gresh, 
Milton,  I'a.,  did  very  good  work  as  music  director.  We  thank  especi- 
ally I'rofs.  E.  K.  Barclay,  S.  G.  Kudy  and  Samuel  Steel  for  assisting 
in  the  management  of  the  institute. 

Our  first  directors'  convention  was  a  decided  success.  The  prin- 
cipal instructors  of  the  convention  were  Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart,  of 
Harrisburg,  and  Supt.  Samuel  Hamilton,  Ph.  D.,  of  Braddock. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— J.  T.  Stewart. 


In  reviewing  the  work  done  in  our  schools  during  the  past  year  we 
can  testify  that  we  have  been  steadily  progressing  and  yet  have  not 
reached  the  standard  of  efficiency  for  which  we  have  striven.  We 
are  encouraged  in  the  fact  that  there  is  a  general  feeling  in  favor 
of  advancement  throughout  the  county. 

We  are  congratulating  ourselves  that  our  rural  schools  have  the 
honor  of  taking  tirst  prize  in  the  State  educational  exhibit  sent  to 
the  St.  Louis  Exposition.  Our  exhibit  consisted  of  work  in  all  the 
common  branches  of  our  rural  schools  aud  excelled  in  neatness,  ar- 
rangement, variety  aud  quality. 

As  a  body  our  teachers  were  earnest,  enthusiastic  aud  very  much 
interested  in  their  work  but,  as  is  always  the  case,  there  are  a  few  in 
the  profession  who  seek  employment  elsewhere.  As  a  rule  directors 
were  wise  in  the  selection  of  teachers. 

Too  little  interest  is  manifested  by  patrons  and  directors  in  visit- 
ing the  schools.  Directors  may  think  they  can  not  accomplish  any- 
thing for  the  schools  by  spending  a  little  time  in  them,  but  let  any 
board  observe  the  law  in  regard  to  visitation  aud  the  result  will 
be  increased  attendance,  attention  and  interest  on  the  part  of  both 
teachers  and  pupils. 

The  annual  institute,  which  is  the  most  Important  educational 
meeting  of  the  year  and  always  looked  forward  to  with  pleasure  by 
the  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  interested  in  education,  was  held 
in  Indiana,  December  21  to  l5.  The  institute  was  a  decided  success 
in  ever}'  particular..  Our  daj'  instruction  was  never  better.  The 
names  of  the  instructors,  which  are  as  follows,  are  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  our  success:  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  to  whom 
we  liad  the  pleasure  and  honor  at  that  time  of  bearing  the  news 
of  his  tour  to  the  Honly  Lands;  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Boston,  Mass.; 
Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris,  Big  Kapids,  Mich.;  Prof.  F.  H.  Green,  West  Ches- 
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ter,  Pa.;  I'lot  1*.  M.  Peaison,  Swartlimore,  l*a.,  and  Dr.  D.  M.  Blose, 
Washiugtou,  Ta.,  musical  director. 

The  evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Gen.  Z.  T.  Sweeny  and  Dr. 
Nacy  McGce  Waters.  The  musical  attractions  were  given  by 
Kouey's  Boys,  The  Ernest  Gamble  Kecital  Company  and  the  Brock- 
way  Jubilee  Singers. 

The  12th  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  in 
the  Court  House,  Indiana,  i'a.,  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  January  Ul 
and  22,  11)04.  On  account  of  the  condition  of  the  roads  and  the 
weather  the  association  was  not  so  well  attended  as  in  former  years. 
Our  directors  regret  very  much  that  the  association  can  not  be  held 
at  the  same  time  as  the  county  institute.  The  meeting  was  a  very 
interesting  and  profitable  one.  The  association  was  addressed  on 
Thursday  afternoon  and  evening  by  Hon.  Irving  Handy,  of  Delaware. 

Local  institutes  were  held  regularly  in  the  majority  of  the  town- 
ships and  very  good  programs  were  carried  out.  It  was  my  pleasure 
to  be  present  at  seven  local  institutes  and  take  part  in  the  discus- 
sions. 

During  the  year  393  applicants  were  examined  for  teaching  and  of 
this  number  201)  were  licensed  to  teach.  At  the  close  of  the  school 
term  the  examination  for  graduation  in  the  public  schools  was  held 
in  every  township  but  one.  More  pupils  passed  the  examination  this 
year  than  during  any  previous  school  year.  Of  the  teachers  em- 
ployed 31)  are  graduates  of  a  Normal  school,  10  hold  permanent  certi- 
ficates, 11)  hold  professional  certiticates  and  231:  hold  provisional 
certificates. 

During  the  year  the  teachers  were  required  to  study  with  the 
superintendent  three  practical  topics: 

"IIow  may  the  recitation  be  made  an  instrument  of  greater  good 
to  the  child?" 

"How  may  the  teaching  of  arithmetic  be  made  more  effective?" 

"What  are  the  best  methods  of  teaching  reading?" 

Teachers  were  also  required  to  read  and  study  "White's  Art  of 
Teaching"  and  "Kemp's  History  of  Education."  As  in  foiiner  years 
the  study  of  literature  was  given  an  important  place. 

With  few  exceptions  all  the  schools  were  visited  during  the  year. 
The  average  time  spent  in  each  school  was  one  hour. 

Being  unable  to  secure  teachers  of  experience  we  were  compelled 
to  employ  more  beginners  Hian  in  former  years,  and  some  who  should 
have  been  pupils  in  the  schools,  but  our  prospects  ft>r  the  coming 
year  are  much  more  encouraging. 

Our  county  is  rapidly  developing  in  its  coal  resources  and  railroads 
are  being  built  through  all  sections  of  the  county.  Teachers'  sal- 
aries ai'C  being  increased  and  we  feel   lli;it   tlic  time  is  not  far  dis- 
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taut  wlion  Indiana  county  will  take  rank  with  the  best  counties  of 
the  State  in  regard  to  salaries  of  teachers. 

My  thanks  are  personally  due  to  the  Department  of  Piiblic  In- 
struction for  its  kind  and  courteous  treatment  and  to  the  teachers, 
directors,  press  and  patrons  that  have  so  kindly  assisted  me  in  pro- 
moting the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— K.  B.  Teitrick. 


A  most  earnest  and  enthusiastic  spirit  prevailed  throughout  the 
year  ending  June  1st,  1904.  The  friends  of  education  may  point 
with  pride  to  the  success,  efficienc\'  and  popularity  of  our  schools 
and  to  the  intelligent  interest  manifested  by  the  people.  No  teach- 
ers were  removed  by  directors  and  there  are  no  aljsoliite  failures  to 
report.  In  all,  this  was  the  most  satisfactory  and  fruitful  year  in 
our  history. 

A  determination  to  realize  a  high  standard  of  excellence  is  grad- 
ually but  surely  elevating  our  schools  to  their  proper  plane  of 
efficiency  and  usefulness. 

It  is  a  growing  conA'iction  among  directors  and  patrons  that  to 
secure  the  best  possible  results  in  our  schools,  the  highest  order 
of  teaching  must  be  secured.  In  my  report  last  year  I  stated  that 
true  economy  in  the  successful  management  of  our  schools  de- 
mands higher  wages  for  competent  teachers.  For  how  can  we 
expect  teachers  to  remain  in  their  profession  permanently  and  thus 
advance  bj'  yearly  experience  in  ability  and  efficiency,  when  their 
salaries  are  so  small  as  to  be  a  continual  source  of  temptation  to 
them  to  enter  other  callings  for  which  they  are  equally  fitted,  and 
which  give  permanent  employment  and  greater  remuneration? 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  twenty-four  districts  have  advanced 
the  salaries  of  teachers  beyond  the  "minimum  salary,"  even  to  forty- 
five  dollars  per  month  in  some  ungraded  schools.  Five  districts 
paid  less  than  the  "minimum"  to  some  of  their  teachers,  and  only  five 
districts  in  the  county  paid  less  than  thirty-five  dollars  to  all  of  their 
teachers.     These  five  districts  employ  .but  twenty-nine  teachers. 

It  is  wisdom  and  economy  for  the  welfare  of  our  children,  and  for 
the  future  of  our  country,  to  increase  the  salaries  of  our  teachers, 
retain  them  longer  in  their  positions  and  in  the  same  district,  and 
give  to  the  profession  that  outward  recognition  and  dignity  which 
it  rightly  deserves. 

No  factor  is  more  important  or  serviceable  in  awakening  and 
deepening  interest  in  educational  affairs  than  our  county  institute. 
Aside  from  the  special  benefits  which  the  teachers  gain  from  skill- 
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fill  odneatoi'S  and  renowned  leetiirers,  it  challenjT:es  the  attention 
and  arouses  the  thonf,^ht  of  the  entire  county  and  concentrates  it 
upon  the  work  of  the  sthools.  Tlie  forty-eijihth  annual  session  was 
held  at  Brook vllle,  the  week  of  December  28th.  Our  instructors 
were:  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart,  Dr.  M.  <;.  llrumbaugh.  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley, 
Dr.  S.  C.  Schniucker,  Prof.  T.  L.  (Jibson  (Musical  Director),  Miss 
Jennie  Jenks  ilMauistj.  Miss  Louie  B.  Taylor,  (Soloist),  and  Dr. 
Newell  Dwight  Hillis.  Dr.  Hillis  appeared  on  the  day  pro}?rara  to 
compensate  for  the  disappointment  occasioned  by  his  beinj;  unable 
to  keep  his  en<;aj;ement  last  year.  Our  evening  instructors  were 
Brockway  Jubilee  Singers,  Hon.  J.  P.  Dolliver,  Lulu  Tyler  Gates  Con- 
cert Co.,  and  Hon.  Charles  Emory  Smith.  With  such  an  array  of 
talent  comment  is  unnecessary. 

Monthly  attendance  certificates  were  given  to  every  pupil  in  the 
county  who  was  neither  tardy  nor  absent  during  a  month.  These 
certificates  were  signed  by  the  county  superintendent  and  by  the 
teacher.  Pupils  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  term  were 
awarded  a  term  certificate  of  attendance.  These  certificates  were 
very  valuable  in  promoting  regular  and  punctual  attendance. 
About  eighteen  thousand  monthly  certificates  were  sent  out  during 
the  term  and  six  hundred  and  fifty  large  term  certificates.  The 
unusual  drifted  condition  of  the  roads  and  the  severity  of  the 
weather  prevented  many  pupils  from  attending  regularly. 

During  the  visitation  of  schools  we  presented  each  pupil  with  a 
bookmark  on  the  one  side  of  which  was  a  short  message  from  the 
county  superintendent  and  a  blank  for  the  name  of  the  pupil,  the 
name  of  the  school  and  the  name  of  the  teacher,  to  be  filled  out  by 
the  pupil.  On  the  other  side  were  the  following  ninxims  and  sug- 
gestions: 

Do  your  duty. 

Stand  and  sit  erect. 

Study  to  correct  your  mistakes. 

Move  promptly  and  quietly. 

No  one  can  study  for  you.     No  one  can  recite  for  you. 

SjK'ak  distinctly  and  gently. 

Study  more  than  text  books. 

Master  what  you  study. 

Be  courteous  and  thoughtful. 

Be  diligent  and  trustworthy. 

^^'hispcring  will  not  learn  h^ssons. 

The  value  of  a  man  depends  upon  his  mind. 

Others  have  succeeded — so  can  you. 

Great  men  are  noted  for  a  wise  use  of  their  time  rather  than  for 
special  natural  gifts. 

Application  in  youth  makes  i>ld  age  comfortable. 
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While  these  attendance  certificates  and  bookmarks  occasioned  a 
great  deal  of  extra  work  and  expense,  it  was  a  real  pleasure  to  see 
the  degree  of  enthusiasm  and  interest  they  created. 

One  of  the  most  helpful  agencies  in  our  present  educational  work 
is  the  Directors'  Association.  It  was  organized  in  18!)1  and  con- 
vened biennially  until  June  26th,  1903,  when  it  reorganized  in  accord 
with  the  1  rovisions  of  the  recent  act  of  the  Legislature  providing 
for  an  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  The  association  con- 
vened in  the  Public  School  Auditorium,  Reynoldsville,  June  26th, 
for  a  two  day's  session.  Ex-county  superintendent  A.  M.  Hammers, 
Indiana,  Penna.,  was  present  and  gave  valuable  aid  during  the  day 
sessions  and  delighted  the  audience  with  an  illustrated  lecture  dur- 
ing the  evening  session.  There  was  a  fair  attendance  of  directors  at 
this  meeting  and  a  very  interesting  and  helpful  program  was  ob- 
served. Supt.  J.  M.  Berkey  of  Johnstown,  Penna.,  would  have  been 
present  also,  if  sickness  had  not  prevented. 

We  again  observed  our  custom  of  holding  educational  meetings 
ai:  the  opening  of  the  term.  Mrs.  H.  G.  Carmalt,  Supt.  Model  School, 
Ir.diana  State  Normal,  and  Miss  Edith  Mansfield  of  the  same  school 
were  present  and  gave  most  timely,  helpful  and  inspiring  instruc- 
tion.    Our  teachers  took  an  active  part  in  the  informal  sessions. 

Many  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  with  good  results. 

Patrons'  Day  and  Flag  Day  have  come  to  be  helpful  and  pleasant 
occasions  alike  to  patrons,  teachers  and  pupils. 

During  the  past  year  the  court  house  at  Brookville  was  remodeled 
and  repaired,  making  it  a  credit  to  the  county.  The  County  Com- 
missioners fitted  up  an  office  for  the  County  Superintendent  on  the 
first  floor  and  in  the  front  part  of  the  building,  in  keeping  with  the 
importance  and  dignity  of  this  department.  The  walls  of  the  office 
are  adorned  with  portraits  of  three  ex-county  superintendents  and 
an  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  the  portraits  of  all  the  others. 

Several  new  houses  were  built  throughout  the  county  during  the 
year.  They  are  neat  frame  structures  and  reflect  credit  on  citizens 
and  directors.  Many  old  houses  were  repaired  and  painted.  Clay- 
ville  enlarged  and  remodeled  the  basement  of  its  fine  eight-roomed 
brick  building  and  provided  it  with  adequate  and  approved  toilet 
rooms.  The  grand  edifice  built  in  Falls  Creek  borough  is  worthy  of 
special  mention.  It  is  constructed  of  red  pressed  brick  and  trimmed 
with  buff  brick  and  blue  stone.  On  the  first  floor  are  six  class  rooms, 
a  library  and  a  teachers'  cloak  room.  The  second  floor  contains  four 
class  rooms,  a  high  school  apartrnent  with  a  capacity  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  a  laboratory,  the  principal's  office,  and  the  priucipal's 
recitation  room;  while  the  third  floor  is  given  up  to  an  assembly  hall 
sufficiently  large  to  seat  six  hundred  people.  The  class  rooms  are 
furnished  with   single  seats  and  desks  nnd   provided  with  cement 
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blackboards.  The  building;  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Improved 
American  Heating'  and  Ventilating  Gravity  Systpm.  The  building 
when  completed  will  cost  $25,000.00.  The  site  selected  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  to  be  found,  on  an  elevation  overlooking  the  town, 
but  sheltered  from  the  bleak  winds  and  storm  by  the  surrounding 
hills.  The  building  is  indicative  of  the  enterprise  and  thrift  of  the 
borough  and  the  intelligence  and  interest  of  the  board  of  directors. 
It  will  be  a  landmark  to  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  the  people  of 
Falls  Creek. 

In  concluding  this  ;'eport,  we  wish  to  express  our  thankful  appre- 
ciation of  the  hearty  goodwill  and  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors, 
patrons,  the  clergy,  the  press  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion and  ask  their  continued  sympathy  and  support. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— H.  C.  Klinger. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  by  steady  progress  in  the 
educational  work  of  the  county.  Our  teachers  are  earnest  and 
faithful  and  labored  diligently  for  success;  the  percentage  of  failures 
in  the  schoolroom  is  less  than  the  previous  year;  more  educational 
papers  and  professional  books  are  read;  better  preparation  has  been 
made;  a  nobler  ideal  of  the  ''teacher"  and  a  higher  appreciation  of 
the  profession  seems  to  prevail  with  the  teachers. 

During  the  year  12  public  examinations  were  held  for  provisional 
certificates  and  one  for  professional  certificates.  As  a  result  of  a 
more  diflicult  examination  and  a  higher  standard  of  scholarship  re- 
quired, there  were  25  rejected  as  against  11  the  preceding  year,  and 
but  61  provisional  certificates  issued  as  against  83  the  preceding  year. 
But  3  new  professional  certificates  were  issued.  All  those  having 
this  grade  of  paper  were  required  to  take  an  examination  in  Algebra, 
Civil  Government  and  Psyclology, 

Of  those  employed  IS  had  no  previous  experience,  4G  taught  five  or 
more  terms.  38  hold  professional  or  permanent  certificates,  12  are 
graduates  of  a  Normal  school  and  1  holds  a  college  diploma. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  many  directors  secure  the  best 
available  talent  for  teachers  regardless  of  other  considerations,  yet 
some  assume  that  all  who  hold  certificates  are  equally  desirable,  re- 
gardless of  the  grade  of  scholarship,  experience  or  success  in  the 
schoolroom.  The  greatest  care  should  be  exercised  in  the  selection 
of  teachers.  Directors,  make  your  teachers  feel  that  continued 
growth  and  ])reparation  are  needed.  The  well-prepared,  skillful 
teacher  should  be  ]»referred  to  the  novice,  while  the  teacher  who 
ceases  to  grow  should  be  dropped. 
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Another  restraint  upon  the  progress  of  school  is  tlie  frequent 
ehange  of  teachers.  Directors  in  our  boroughs  retain  their  succes- 
ful  teaoliers  successive  years,  ofttimes  with  increased  sahirics,  while 
some  districts  change  their  most  successful  teachers  without  a 
cause.     A  good  instructor  should  be  kept  until  a  change  is  justified. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  in  MitTiintown,  Nov.  12.  This  was 
the  first  meeting  held  under  the  new  law  and  separate  from  the 
teachers'  institute.  J.  N.  Keller,  Esq.,  delivered  a  strong,  thought- 
ful address  to  the  convention.  The  sessions  were  full  of  spirit  and 
marked  by  lively  discussions.  About  half  of  the  directors  wer*^ 
present. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  court 
house,  Mifflintown,  Nov.  23rd  to  27th.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  N. 
C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  J.  P.  Gordy,  Prof.  G.  L.  Omwake,  Prof.  J.  I.  Wood- 
ruff, Prof.  Lee  F.  Lybarger,  Miss  Emma  McAlarney  and  Ex-Co.  Supt. 
F.  C.  Bowersox.  The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were 
Hon.  Fred.  Ikeler,  '*The  Needs  of  the  Twentieth  Century;''  Spillman 
Riggs,  "The  Humorous  Side  of  Life  "  The  Carnival  Entertainers,  and 
The  Lyceum  Operatic  Company. 

All  of  the  114  teachers  were  present  except  one  who  had  resigned 
shortly  before  institute.  The  interest  manifested  by  the  teachers 
and  the  general  public  was  never  better. 

The  committee  on  professional  reading  adopted  Seeley's  "New 
School  Management"  and  recommended  further  reading  of  White's 
"Elements  of  Pedagogy."  The  last  book  named  was  made  the  basis 
of  examinations  in  Tiu*ory  this  year,  and  excellent  results  were  ob- 
tained. 

During  the  year  local  institutes  were  held  at  Oriental.  Thompson- 
town,  Richfield,  McAlisterville,  East  Salem,  Matamoras,  Centre  and 
Walnut.  The  interest  manifested  in  these  local  meetings  is  appa- 
rently on  the  increase.  In  a  number  of  i)laces  the  buildings  are  too 
small  to  accommodate  the  crowds.  The  one  held  at  Oriental  was 
joint  with  the  counties  of  Perry  and  Snyder.  It  was  the  first  one 
held  at  this  i)lace  and  was  jironounced  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in 
the  county. 

All  the  schools  were  visited  twuce  except  two  which  were  closed 
through  sickness  of  the  teachers.  In  all  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  visits  were  made.  A  number  of  schools  were  hampered  in 
their  work  by  contagious  diseases,  such  as  whooping  cough,  chicken- 
pox  and  measles. 

Lack  township  closed  two  schools  that  had  a  small  enrollment  and 
conveyed  the  pupils  to  another  school.  The  experiment,  although 
much  objected  to  at  first,  jn'oved  quite  satisfactory.  The  consolida- 
tion of  small  isolated  schools  in  a  few  more  places  might  be  prac- 
ticable and  a  right  movement  in  the  direction  toward  centralization. 
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Final  examinations  in  inral  districts  were  held  on  March  20.  for 
pnpils  who  finished  the  conrse  of  stndy.  Fourteen  i»niiils  were  suc- 
cessful and  received  the  common  school  diploma.  Kxi«'rienee  has 
proven  that  the  {graded  course  of  study  has  been  helpful  in  the  rural 
districts. 

I'atterson  high  school  graduated  a  class  of  six  and  Mitliintown 
high  school  a  slass  of  thirteen. 

A  number  of  the  rooms  throughout  the  county  were  beautified 
in  appearance  by  a  coat  of  paint  or  by  papering.  Quite  a  number 
more  might  be  considerably  improved  in  appearance  at  a  small  ex- 
pense. 

Milllintov.'u  borough  erected  a  beautiful  new  building  at  a  cost  of 
$15,000.  It  is  built  of  brick  and  trimmed  with  llummelstown  brown- 
stone.  It  contains  six  recitation  rooms,  a  number  of  cloak  rooms, 
a  director's  room  and  an  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  three 
hundred.  It  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  one  of  the  improved  modern 
systems.  It  is  a  model  of  beauty  and  convenience,  a  monument  to 
the  labors  and  progressive  spirit  of  the  board  of  directors  and  a 
credit  to  the  town. 

Through  the  eflorts  of  the  teachers  and  the  pupils  a  piano  was 
placed  in  the  auditorium  and  quite  an  addition  of  books  made  to  the 
library. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  acknowledg^e  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  prompt  and  courteous  counsel, 
and  to  the  directors,  teachers  and  friends  of  education  for  their 
open-hearted  hospitality  and  generous  support,  and  to  the  public 
press  for  publishing  notes  of  educational  import. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


The  average  length  of  the  school  term  remains  about  eight  and 
one-half  months. 

Although  the  minimum  salary  law  did  not  go  into  rtVect  until  June, 
1004,  salaries  were  advanced  this  year  in  nineiceu  districts:  Blaki'ly. 
Carbondale,  Covington,  Uickson,  Klmhurst.  (Jouldsboro,  Jermyn,  La 
Plume,  Madison,  Mayfield,  Moosic,  Old  Forge.  liansom.  Spring  Brook, 
Throop,  Vandling,  Waverly,  West  Abingtou,  and  Winton.  The 
average  salary  for  males  was  increased  from  >?r)7.lL'  to  .*;r)8.1S  for 
females,  from  $3;?.21)  to  $35.15.  The  new  law  will  alVect  salaries 
slightly  in  \i\  of  our  :V.\  districts. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  tlie  2i:\  schools  was  11,122 
as  against  11,340  the  preceding  year.  This  ai»parent  decrease  is  ac- 
counted for  bv  the  fact   that  a   large  number  of  working  boys  en- 
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tered  school  for  a  short  time  in  1903  during  the  strike,  in  mining 
districts  the  number  of  pupils  regularly  attending  school  is  steadily 
increasing;  in  farming  districts,  attendance  is  slowly  decreasing. 
Attendance  last  year  was  seriously  interrupted  by  small-pox,  es- 
pecially in  Carbondale,  Fell  and  Jefferson  townships.  Carbondale 
township  closed  its  schools  for  several  weeks  and  suffered  a  great 
drain  on  its  school  fund  in  lighting  disease. 

Moosic  borough  had  a  four-room  building  badly  damaged  by  lire 
and  lost  six  weeks  in  mid  term  while  repairs  were  being  made. 

The  attendance  was  reduced  throughout  the  county  during  the 
winter  months  from  d  to  10  per  cent,  by  the  extremely  cold  weather. 
Heating  apparatus  was  put  to  a  severe  test,  and  many  schools  were 
obliged  to  suspend  during  the  coldest  da^s.  To  prevent  loss  of  time 
in  future  the  Jermyn  school  board  will  install  a  new  heating  plant 
during  the  vacation.  A  like  precaution  should  be  taken  in  several 
other  districts. 

On  account  of  the  decreased  number  oi  pupils  (75),  Greenfield  re- 
duced the  number  of  schools  in  that  township  from  eight  to  five, 
and  part  of  the  pupils  were  carried  to  school  in  wagons,  fcscott  also 
closed  one  school  and  transported  the  jjupils  to  another.  Spring 
brook  ran  one  wagon  from  a  remote  i^art  of  the  district  during  the 
winter.  Lehigh  ran  one  school  with  only  three  pujuls.  Next  year 
the  two  schools  will  be  consolidated. 

The  peojde  of  Flc^tville  and  vicinity,  at  the  center  of  Benton 
township,  are  strongly  in  favor  of  centralization  and  a  township 
high  school.  The  question  was  voted  upon  at  the  last  February 
election,  but  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority. 

youth  Abington  centralized  its  schools  several  years  ago  and  now 
has  two  graded  schools,  one  of  two,  the  other  of  eight  rooms.  Chil- 
dren outside  of  a  two  mile  radius  are  carried  to  school  in  wagons. 
This  township  has  one  of  the  best  high  schools  in  the  county,  and 
will  receive  the  special  appropriation  of  $400  per  year. 

Other  good  high  schools  in  rural  districts  are  located  at  Waverly, 
Dalton  and  Moscow.  Elmhurst  borough,  lying  nearly  in  the  center 
of  Koaring  Brook  township  has  a  graded  school  with  three  teachers. 
Roaring  Brook  township  surrounding  Elmhurst  runs  two  schools. 
These  two  districts  should  unite.  Together  they  could  have  a  good 
high  school.  The  intelligent  people  in  all  our  farming  districts  see 
the  necessity  of  higher  education,  and  realize  that  it  is  better  and 
cheaper  to  establish  high  schools  at  home,  than  to  send  the  children 
away  to  be  educated. 

Vandling  added  two  rooms  to  its  four-room  building  and  employed 
a  much  needed  fifth  teacher.  These  schools  were  somewhat  hin- 
dered by  the  death  of  the  principal,  Prof.  Wellington  Rounds,  and 
the  resignation  of  his  successor,  Prof.  James  Fuller.     Prof.  Fuller 
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was  succeeded  by  Prof.  H.  H.  Rounds,  a  brother  of  the  former  prin- 
cipal. 

The  schools  of  Fell  towushii)  were  also  interrupted  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Principal  John  V.  Del..aney,  who  was  succeeded  by  Prof. 
Thomas  Hanahue. 

Maytield  relieved  the  crowded  condition  of  its  primary  grades  by 
fitting  up  a  new  room  and  employing  a  tenth  teacher. 

Dickson  also  added  another  teacher  to  its  corps  for  the  same 
reason.  This  district  needs  more  room  to  accommodate  its  pupils. 
Primary  rooms  are  still  overcrowded. 

The  overcrowded  condition  of  the  Old  Forge  schools  has  been 
referred  to  in  preceding  reports.  I  am  glad  to  announce  that  a  site 
has  been  bought  and  plans  for  a  new  four-room  building  adopted. 
It  will  be  erected  during  the  vacation. 

Blakely  borough  has  adopted  plans  and  let  the  contract  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  high  school  building,  which  is  to  cost  about  $18,000. 
This  building  has  been  badly  needed  for  several  years,  during  which 
time  the  board  has  been  paying  rent  for  quarters  for  its  high 
school. 

The  Goldsboro  school  board  has  recently  repaired  and  lepainted 
its  school  building,  and  it  is  now  in  good  condition.  This  district 
which  formerly  enrolled  from  40  to  50  pupils  now  has  only  23,  and 
part  of  these  come  from  adjoining  districts. 

About  twelve  years  ago  the  Covington  school  board  began  to  re- 
build their  school  houses,  erecting  a  new  house  in  place  of  an  old 
one  about  once  in  two  years.  The  last  old  building  was  replaced 
by  a  new  one  last  year,  and  Covington  now  has  the  best  buildings 
among  the  farming  districts. 

The  Glenburu  board  has  repaired  its  largest  building  and  it  is 
now  in  good  condition.  Two  teachers  will  be  employed  in  Glenburn 
next  year.  i 

Ransom  township  has  a  two-room  graded  school  doing  good  work, 
and  will  probably  have  another  soon,  as  the  West  Mountain  school 
now  enrolls  more  than  50  pupils,  a  large  number  to  be  taught  by 
one  teacher. 

Newton,  a  weathy  and  populous  township,  should  have  a  central 
high  school.  Many  students  are  sent  from  this  district  every  year 
to  high  and  Normal  schools,  and  it  would  be  a  great  saving  in  the 
long  run  to  give  these  pupils  a  year  or  two  of  high  school  work  at 
home. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  in  the  V.  M.  C.  A.  Hall  during  the 
week  of  October  2Gth,  and  gave  more  general  satisfaction  than  pre- 
ceding ones.  This  was  partly  due  to  the  excellence  of  the  hall  and 
partly  to   the  superior  merits  of  the  speakers.       The  instructors 
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were  Dr.  Preston  Bearcb,  Dr.  Byron  King,  Dr.  W.  \.  Ferris,  Mrs. 
Anna  Friedman  and  Prof.  Jolm  T,  Watkins. 

Local  in.stitutt's  were  lield  during  the  year  iu  Dalton,  Dickson, 
Elmhurst,  Madison,  Covington,  South  Abington,  Maylield,  Lacka- 
wanna, Benton,  Blakely,  Vandling  and  Old  Forge. 

Other  educational  meetings  attended  b^-  the  writer  were  the  State 
Teachers'  Association,  the  State  Directors'  Association,  the  County 
Directors'  Association,  and  the  National  Educational  Association. 

The  eleventh  annual  meeting  of  our  County  Association  of  School 
Directors,  but  the  tirst  meeting  under  the  new  law,  was  held  in  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hall,  in  Scranton,  on  Thursda}',  December  10th.  Two 
sessions  were  held  and  UU  directors  were  present.  The  attendance 
was  probably  reduced  by  the  stormy  weather.  To  avoid  this  diffi- 
culty it  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  mcit^ting  in  September.  Our 
speakers  were  Dr.  Geo.  G.  Groff,  of  Bucknell  University,  and  Super- 
intendent James  M.  Coughliu  of  W'ilkes-Barre.  Topics  discussed 
were  School  Laws  that  Should  Receive  Special  Attention,  School 
Sanitation,  Nature  Study  in  Common  Schools  and  Co-operation  of 
Educational  Factors.  By  careful  management  the  aj^propriation  of 
§Uy  was  made  to  cover  the  expenses. 

The  officers  elected  for  next  year  were:  President.  Horace  Seamans 
of  La  Plume;  Vice  Presidents,  C.  H.  Weber  of  Duumore,  and  Joseph 
H.  Kelly  of  Olyphant;  Secretary,  Wm.  Repp  of  Old  Forge;  Treasurer, 
Geo.  Blake  of  Jermyn.  These  offic-ers  were  also  elected  delegates  to 
the  State  Directors"  Association,  and  attended  that  meeting  in  Feb- 
ruary. 

We  feel  that  the  work  of  dii-ectors'  associations,  reaching  as  it 
does  the  source  of  power,  is  of  great  importance;  and  that  through 
them,  especially  the  county  associations,  most  effective  work  can 
be  done  to  improve  our  schools. 

Of  the  250  teachers  employed  last  year,  3:S  or  about  15  per  cent, 
were  males.  There  were  three  college  graduates,  144  graduates  of 
normal  schools,  51  held  fjermanent  and  professional  certificates,  and 
58  held  provisional  certificates.  Ten  years  ago  three-fourths  of  our 
teachers  held  provisional  certificates;  now  the  proportion  is  re- 
versed, and  less  than  one-fourth  are  teaching  on  the  one-year  certifi- 
cate. Training  tells.  Every  year  added  to  a  teacher's  training 
means  increased  efficiency  in  the  school  room. 

A  teachers'  training  class  for  the  benefit  of  teachers  holding  pro- 
visional certificates  was  organized  and  eight  meetings  were  held 
during  the  year.  We  studied  common  branches,  civil  government, 
algebra,  and  school  management.  About  40  teachers  attended  these 
meetings. 

A  new  course  of  study  was  prepared  during  the  last  vacation  by 
the  county  superintendent,  assisted  by  a  committee  of  principals  and 
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teachers.  It  iuchides  ciiilit  years'  work  in  eoinnion  branches,  a  two- 
year  high  school  course,  and  also  Dr.  ^cliaetVer's  four-year  high 
school  course.  This  course  of  study  was  adopted  and  has  been  in 
use  during  the  year  in  twenty  live  of  our  districts. 

The  most  important  question  in  this  county  still  is,  how  can  we 
get  all  the  children  into  school  and  keep  them  there  until  they  have 
acquired  a  fair  knowledge  of  common  branches?  \\'ith  mills,  fac- 
tories, mines  and  coal  breakers  bidding  for  their  services,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  keep  the  boys  and  girls  in  school.  Many  parents  are 
indifferent  to  the  value  of  education  and  an-  anxious  to  have  the 
children  earning  money.  Child  slavery  is  no  tiction  in  this  county.  I 
can  see  uo  solution  to  this  question,  except  the  general  introduction 
of  industrial  training  into  our  public  schools. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— M.  J.  Brecht. 


The  large  enrollment,  regular  attendanct^  and  excellent  health  of 
the  children  were  prominent  featuivs  in  the  school  reiord  of  the  year. 
The  winter  was  exceptionally  cold,  a  fact  that  would  tend  of  itself 
to  make  serious  inroads  upon  school  attendance,  but  the  continuous 
freezing  weather  made  outdoor  work  impossible  and  in  consequence 
the  schools  became  a  more  active  center  of  thought  and  interest. 
Another  contributing  fact  was  to  be  found  in  the  condition  of  tin- 
country  roads.  These  were  practically  converted  by  the  season  into 
smooth  frosty  turnpikes,  making  travel  on  foot  or  by  conveyance  as 
easy  as  on  summer  roads.  The  absence  of  colds  in  general  and  all 
serious  epidemics  contributed  still  further  to  make  schools  and 
classes  full  and  regular.  In  these  few  particulars  the  winter  out- 
classed any  term  in  the  twenty-one  years  of  my  i'xperienre  as  county 
superintendent. 

The  work  of  the  schools  under  those  conditions  was  full  of  dasli 
and  the  ripple  of  enthusiasm.  Tupils  caught  the  spirit  of  study  more 
easily  from  each  other  and  from  the  example  of  the  teacher  by 
reason  of  the  daily  tests  and  the  constant  ft  llowsliinp  of  school  antl 
recitations.  The  interest  awakened  in  a  desire  to  ex«-el.  backed  by  a 
sense  of  health  and  able  niindedness  made  the  whole  work  of  going 
to  school  and  doing  a  dctinite  amount  of  daily  study  a  very  pleasant 
duty.  These  circumst;Mv*es  naturally  tended  t«»  promote  the  efti 
ciency  of  the  sclniol  and  conspired  to  make  teacher  and  pupils  happy 
in  ea<h  other's  companionshi{i. 

Improvements  in  scho  1  property  did  not  rise  above  the  minimum 
point  this  year.  Fewer  houses  were  built  than  in  any  yt'ar  in  the 
last  two  decades.     It  seems  we  had  just  reached  the  point  where  our 
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people  felt  like  stopping  to  breathe  and  taking  an  inventory  of 
property.  The  pause  was  only  momentary  as  the  report  for  next 
year  will  show.  We  were  unfortunate  enough  during  the  term  to 
have  two  good  houses  destroyed  by  fire  that  caught  through  defective 
flues.  In  both  cases  the  fire  occurred  early  in  the  morning  before 
any  one  was  about,  thus  entailing  no  loss  fortunately  beyond  that  of 
the  propert3\  New  desks  were  purchased  for  individual  houses  in 
eight  of  our  districts.  The  single  desk  is  growing  in  favor  among 
our  rural  school  boards. 

This  county  has  had  a  committee  of  teachers  on  school-room  sani- 
tation in  existence  for  some  years.  During  the  week  of  county 
institute  it  issues  a  card,  or  bulletin,  calling  attention  to  points  on 
hygiene  that  are  deemed  essential  in  the  household  economy  of 
the  school.  Each  teacher  is  given  one  of  these  cards,  Avith  the 
understanding  that  he  is  expected  by  the  county  sui)erintendent 
to  pay  proper  regard  to  the  points  submitted.  The  instructions 
outlined  are  substantially  the  same  year  after  year,  with  such 
changes  and  modifications  as  will  bring  into  prominence  those 
j)oints  which  school  conditions  and  the  advancement  of  sanitary 
science  seem  to  make  it  necessary  and  wise  to  emphasize. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place,  since  it  forms  a  part  of  our  plan  of 
administration,  and  because  of  its  vital  bearing  upon  child  and 
school,  to  embody  in  this  report  the  points  in  substance  to  which 
the  last  report  calls  attention.  In  scope  and  specification  of  de- 
tails it  is  more  condensed  than  the  instructions  of  the  years  imme- 
diately preceding.  Teachers  are  urged  to  observe  the  following 
I)ai«ts: 

/^Closed  vessels  should  be  furnished  for  drinking  water,  and  drink- 
ing cups  supplied  in  sufficient  number.  These  should  be  kept  sweet, 
clean  and  inviting. 

Basins  and  towels  should  be  furnished  for  the  school  and  habits 
of  cleanliness  encouraged. 

Brooms,  brushes  and  dusting  cloths  should  be  provided  in  suffi- 
cient quantity. 

Pupils  should  not  be  permitted  to  use  each  other's  pencils. 

Books  should  be  put  into  new  covers,  either  purchased  or  home- 
made, at  the  opening  of  each  term.  Books  affected  by  contagious 
disease  must  be  destroyed. 

Teachers  should  take  special  pains  to  ventilate  the  room  properly 
and  to  regulate  the  temperature  by  means  of  the  thermometer. 

Where  the  room  is  still  heated  by  means  of  the  stove  the  air 
should  be  kept  moist  and  pure  by  constantly  keeping  a  supply  of 
water  in  an  open  vessel  on  top  of  the  stove. 
^^^^he  proper  amount  of  light  is  so  important  that  it  should  re- 
ceive dailv  attention  from  the  teacher.     The  blinds  and  shades  by 
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which  the  light  of  the  room  is  regulated  should  be  kept  in  smooth 
working  order. 

For  the  flooring  of  new  houses  and  in  cases  of  re-flooring  old 
ones  directors  should  be  prevailed  upon  to  use  hard  wood  and  in  all 
cases  to  finish  with  filler  and  prepared  oil. 

Children  should  have  their  attention  called  to  the  salient  points 
in  the  law  governing  contagious  diseases  and  to  the  law  prohibiting 
spitting  in  public  buildings  and  places. 

Comments  upon  the  value  of  these  suggestions  to  our  schools 
are  not  necessary  here.  The  direct  effect  of  them  stimulated  the 
teacher  to  make  a  closer  study  of  the  physical  conditions  and  en- 
vironment of  his  school  and  to  have  his  faculty  of  observation 
quickened  along  these  lines  when  away  from  home  in  the  broader 
sphere  of  life.  Young  teachers,  especially,  found  the  hints  helpful, 
and  all  grades  of  experience  were  more  or  less  influenced  by  the 
spirit  of  emulation  the  plan  excited.  Upon  the  whole  it  has  proved 
to  be  an  excellent  idea  to  bring  our  schools  together  in  their  method 
of  caring  for  the  health  and  physical  comfort  of  the  children. 

The  progressive  spirit  shown  by  our  schools  in  music  and  draw- 
ing the  past  few  years  should  be  given  brief  mention  in  this  report. 
Several  of  the  boroughs  have  placed  these  branches  in  the  hands 
of  special  teachers.  Manheim,  Lititz,  Elizabeth  town  and  Ephrata 
employed  a  specialist  in  vocal  music  for  all  the  grades.  The  instruc- 
tion is  carefully  graded  and  lessons  are  given  at  least  once  a  week. 
In  the  same  manner  the  work  in  drawing  and  color  has  been 
specialized  in  a  few  towns.  Ephrata  engaged  a  designer  from  one 
of  our  industrial  plants  to  give  weekly  lessons  to  all  the  grades 
in  paper  folding,  pattern  cutting  and  construction  work.  Marietta 
emphasized  the  importance  of  this  branch  by  giving  the  drawing 
and  color  work  of  all  the  schools  in  charge  of  the  high  scliool  teacher. 
Manheim  arranged  with  the  drawing  teacher  in  our  normal  school 
to  deliver  illustrated  talks  to  the  teachers  upon  the  subject.  The 
sketching  and  color  drawings  of  the  Manheim  schools  received  from 
visiting  teachers  and  friends  unstinted  words  of  praise  for  their 
exceljiuic-e  and  artistic  finish. 

A  further  and  most  helpful  stimulus  in  this  direction  was  given 
by  the  educal  ioiial  meetings  of  the  s\ip(U'vising  principals  of  the 
county.  These  leaders  in  our  public  school  work  are  taking  up  a 
few  topics  each  \ear  for  systematic  study  and  discussion  in  their 
conferences.  Color-wo;lc  has  becui  on  the  ])rogram  for  several 
y(\ai'S,  and  the  fruits  of  their  searching  investigation  into  the  de- 
tails of  the  study  and  the  persistent  liMuimering  away  upon  it  to 
get  it  into  the  best  working  shape  for  our  schools  are  beginning  to 
ripen  in  sj)l(Midid  form  in  tlie  curriculum  of  our  schools. 

The  good  work  is  spreading  beyond  the  s]ihere  of  the  town  school. 
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The  country  scliools  are  always  in  close  touch  with  the  cdncatioual 
doing  of  the  town  in  their  vicinity  and  respond  promptly  to  any 
new  methods  or  ideas  that  may  be  introduced  there.  Furthermore, 
school  ideas  are  democratic  and  respect  no  geographic  boundary. 
There  is  no  monopoly  in  the  school  world  of  practice.  The  best 
that  one  may  have  to-day  is  sure  to  become  the  best  for  his  next- 
door  neighbor  in  the  near  to-morrow.  The  rural  school  ha«  already 
caught  a  whitl"  of  the  systematic  work  the  town  is  doing  in  music 
and  drawing  and  in  some  instances  is  making  a  very  creditable  at- 
tempt to  catch  the  general  spirit  of  it. 

It  would  be  a  great  boon  to  our  young  people  if  all  our  schools  in 
country  as  well  as  in  town  could  specialize  in  this  w^ork.  But  our 
rural  schools  are  not  in  shape  yet  to  take  the  necessary  «teps  of 
placing  these  branches  in  the  hands  of  one  exclusively  employed 
for  that  purpose.  Perhaps  the  very  organization  of  our  schools 
must  be  changed  in  these  districts  before  such  a  plan  could  be  suc- 
cessfully introduced.  As  schools  are  organized  now  there  are  ob- 
stacles and  difhculties  in  the  way  that  would  make  it  too  expensive 
to  receive  the  moral  support  of  the  community.  The  chances  are 
that  so  long  as  these  studies  will  have  only  a  school  and  not  a  busi- 
ness value  in  the  public  mind  the  rural  school  must  be  content  to 
move  along  in  the  old-established  Avay. 

It  has  been  remarked  of  the  schools  where  music  is  taught  regu- 
larly by  one  trained  in  the  subject  that  pupils  pronounce  and  spell 
better,  that  pupils  read  with  more  intelligent  expression  and  enter 
into  keener  sympathy  with  the  thought  and  sentiment  of  the  piece. 
The  manner  and  general  bearing  of  the  children  are  observed  to 
be  more  alert  and  elastic  and  the  power  to  center  the  mind  and 
grasp  points  quickly  more  highly  developed.  The  voice  grows 
stronger  and  more  flexible,  breathing  becomes  deeper,  the  carriage 
of  the  body  more  erect  and  the  nerves  gain  in  tone  and  functional 
power.  In  the  same  manner  drawing  has  its  table  of  special  value 
in  the  education  of  the  child. 

But  there  are  compensations  of  a  more  remote  character.  The 
child  who  sits  under  the  voice  of  the  specialist  in  nnx  art,  who 
comes  in  contact  with  a  standard  of  excellence  that  exacts  from 
him  care  and  precision  in  every  line  and  tone  of  his  work,  who  sees 
how  the  skill  of  the  hand  or  the  power  of  the  voice  can  usher  new 
forms  of  beauty  into  the  world  around  him  is  getting  the  very  best 
kind  of  training  in  what  the  world  means  when  it  calls  a  thing  well 
done.  Concrete  subjects,  like  music  and  drawing,  always  give  the 
child,  when  well  done,  a  standard  of  excellence  that  is  of  great  value 
to  him  to  square  his  conduct  and  work  in  life. 

There  is  a  world  that  oi)fMis  by  the  Avay  of  form  and  color  and 
song.     He  who  knows  songs  and  who  was  taught  how  to  sing  them 
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will  read  the  literature  and  Listory  of  a  people  with  a  warmer  heart 
and  a  more  luminous  mind.  He  is  prepared  to  take  a  deeper  in- 
terest in  the  strufjulos  and  achievements  of  the  race.  He  will  have 
a  more  exalted  sense  of  reverence  for  all  that  is  beautiful  and  noble 
and  good  in  human  character.  He  will  breathe  in  a  larger  atmos- 
phere and  live  in  a  larger  world.  Music  and  drawing,  because  of 
their  definite  and  attractive  character,  appeal  with  peculiar  force 
to  the  young  mind  and  should  be  suflSciently  encouraged  to  give 
every  child  in  town  and  country  the  advantage  of  regular  system- 
atic training  in  the  rudiments  of  studies  so  potent  in  moulding  and 
impressing  the  character  of  the  individual  and  the  race. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— R.  G.  Allen. 


I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  year  just  ended  has  been  one  of  pro- 
gress in  the  public  schools  of  this  county.  Higher  wages  have  been 
paid  teachers,  better  instructors  have  been  employed  and  longer 
terms  and  better  equipment  have  given  satisfactory  results.  Regu- 
lar monthly  teachers'  meetings  in  a  number  of  the  districts  of  the 
county  tended  toward  the  making  of  better  schools  and  better 
teachers.  In  many  localities  teachers  and  pupils  raised  consider- 
able sums  of  money  by  holding  literary  entertainments  and  socials. 
This  money  was  spent  in  buying  good  pictures  for  the  school  room, 
or  in  adding  books  to  the  library.  Many  new  libraries  were  placed 
in  schools  where  none  were  had  before.  Much  care  was  exercised 
in  the  selection  of  books  and  magazines,  and  I  am  certain  much 
good  will  result  from  the  placing  of  these  libraries  in  the  public 
schools. 

Last  year  teachers  were  required  to  pursue  a  course  of  profes- 
sional reading,  and  the  study  of  the  mental  and  physical  growth 
of  the  child  was  insisted  upon.  In  the  examination  of  applicants 
for  provisional  certificates  this  year  those  who  failed  to  make  the 
proper  preparation  for  the  teacher's  work  were  refused  certificates. 
More  than  40  per  cent,  of  the  applicants  failed  to  pass  the  examina- 
tions held  throughout  the  county. 

Forty-five  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  employed  in  the  schools  of 
Lawrence  county  during  the  year  1008-4  held  certificates  better  than 
the  provisional.  There  were  .88  State  Normal  graduates.  12  college 
graduates.  S  teachers  who  held  pernio nent  certificates  and  2.t  who 
held  professional  certificates.  Some  trouble  was  experienced  in 
filling  all  the  schools,  but  when  it  became  known  outside  of  the 
connty  that  competent  teachers  were  needed  to  fill  responsible  po- 
sitions in  the  schools  we  had  many  applicants  from  whom  to  choose. 
7—6—1904 
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At  our  directors'  conveiitiou,  held  at  New  Castle,  in  December 
last,  it  was  unanimously  decided  that  a  course  of  study  for  the 
public  schools  of  this  county  be  prepared,  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  to  draft  such  course.  This  course  of  study 
was  prepared  by  the  committee  in  charge,  and  it  will  be  placed  in 
the  schools  of  the  county  during  the  coming  year. 

The  comjjulsory  attendance  law  has  been  complied  with,  there 
being  less  oppoc^ition  to  its  enforcement  than  was  expected.  Dur- 
ing the  coming  year  it  is  hoped  that  no  one  will  attempt  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  enforcement  of  such  a  wise  and  useful  provision 
for  the  education  of  the  young. 

The  township  and  borough  high  schools  of  this  county  have  been 
fairly  successful  during  the  past  year.  Those  located  at  Ellwood 
City.  Enon,  Mount  Jackson  and  Pulaski  deserve  special  mention. 

All  of  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  at  least  once  last 
term,  many  of  them  twice,  and  some  three  times.  At  such  visits 
needed  instruction  was  given  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

While  making  visitations  many  educational  meetings  were  held 
throughout  the  county.  These  meetings  were  e^iiecially  beneficial 
to  the  younger  teachers,  since  teachers  were  asked  to  discuss  sub- 
jects upon  which  they  needed  most  help.  Often  directors  and  pa- 
trons were  present  and  joined  in  the  discussion  of  subjects  mutually 
profitable  to  both  teacher  and  patron. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  city  of  New 
Castle,  beginning  Monday,  October  17,  and  was  attended  by  all  the 
teachers  in  both  county  and  city  with  but  two  or  three  exceptions. 
The  enrolmert  was  320.  The  instructors  were  Messrs.  O.  T.  Corson, 
Preston  W.  Search.  Levin  I.  Handy,  Francis  Green  and  F.  B.  Pear- 
son. 

Levin  L  Handy  delivered  a  splendid  lecture  before  the  teachers 
on  Monday  night,  and  two  musical  organizations,  one  from  New 
York  and  the  other  from  Chicago,  gave  entertainments  on  Tuesday 
and  Thursday  nights,  respectively.  The  attendance  of  the  teachers 
during  the  week  of  the  convention  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 
The  instruction  was  generally  first  class. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  commend  and  thank  the  faithful  teach- 
ers for  their  support,  the  directors  for  the  honest  endeavor  to 
build  up  the  public  schools  in  the  county,  the  press  for  its  giving 
publicity  to  matters  pertaining  to  education,  and  lastly  to  the  people 
for  the  many  kind  and  helpful  words  of  encouragement  spoken  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years. 
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LEBANON  COUNTY— J.  W.  Snoke. 


Another  lii^'lily  i)ros]»or<)iis  school  year  has  been  couiph'lcd.  There 
have  been  no  radical  chan^j^es  in  the  methods  and  plans  of  the  school 
work  in  our  connty,  but,  upon  the  whole,  there  has  been  an  upward 
and  onward  growth,  and  the  improvements  aloni;  all  the  lines  justly 
have  the  merit  of  beinji'  substantial.  The  stron{j;est  and  clearest 
evidence  of  true  advancement  is  the  result  obtained  by  the  teach- 
ers in  their  work  in  the  school  room.  In  all  my  work  it  has  been 
my  constant  aim  to  ascertain  the  correct  results  of  true  and  eifec- 
tive  teaching. 

With  five  exceptions,  I  have  visited  all  the  schools  of  the  county 
twice,  and  at  least  seventy-five  of  thean  three  times.  During  the 
second  of  these  visits  much  of  ray  time  was  devoted  to  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  results  of  good  teaching,  and  in  the  great  majority 
of  schools  they  were  ample  and  highly  satisfactory.  I  can,  there- 
fore, speak  in  no  too  highly  a  complimentary  manner  concerning 
the  work  of  our  teachers.  It  is  true  that  there  are  exceptions  to 
good  teachers,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  tuition  in  our  State 
Nornuil  Schools  is  free,  together  with  the  splendid  facilities  there 
are  for  the  teacher's  improvement  afforded  by  the  present  profes- 
sional literature,  excellent  summer  schools  of  methods,  the  county 
institute,  the  teachers'  local  institute,  etc.,  every  community  can 
rightly  exjKM-t  the  employment  of  successful  teachers. 

Our  county  institute  was  in  every  way  a  success.  Tliere  was  the 
largest  attendance  of  citizens  in  the  history  of  this  organization. 
The  work  of  the  instructors  was  of  an  exceptionally  high  quality 
and  the  interest  the  teachers  took  in  the  subjects  discussed  and 
the  frequent  references  that  were  made  at  the  local  institutes  to 
the  work  of  the  county  institute  are  strong  evidences  that  its  work 
proved  protitable  to  the  teachers.  The  instructors  were  Drs.  N. 
C.  Schaeffer,  Henry  ITouck,  M.  G.  Brumbaugh.  A.  E.  Winship.  A. 
E.  Turner,  H.  U.  Roop,  C.  C.  Woodring.  Charles  Cray  Shaw  and 
Trof.  N.  C.  Schlichter.  Mrs.  Edith  Harris  Scott  furnished  the  insti- 
tute during  all  its  day  sessions  with  delightful  solos  and  recitations. 

The  directors'  association  hehi  two  sessions  during  the  year.  One 
during  the  week  of  the  county  institule.  when  all  the  addresses 
were  delivered  by  the  institute  instructors,  and  the  othci-  on  Janu 
ary  27.  During  the  latter  session  excellent  addresses  were  deliv 
ered  by  Deputy  State  Superintendent  John  Q.  Stewart,  Supt.  James 
M.  Coughlin.  E.  E.  McCurdy,  Esq.,  of  L<>banon.  and  S.  W.  Heilmau 
and  John  H.  Light,  directors  of  North  Annville  and  North  Lebanon 
districts,  respectively.  The  latter  session  was  the  first  one  held 
under  the  provisions  of  the  late  act  of  the  State  Legislature,  pro- 


100  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

riding  for  the  organization  of  county  directors'  associations.  It 
was  a  grand  success  in  every  respect.  The  day  was  severely  cold, 
the  conntry  roads  were  badly  drifted  and  at  many  places  in  an  al- 
most impassable  condition.  Nevertheless,  84  directors  of  the  134  in 
the  county  were  present.  The  provision  for  the  organization  of 
these  associations  was  a  wise  act  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  and, 
beyond  a  doubt,  much  good  will  be  accomplished  by  this  great  factor 
in  the  educational  machinery. 

In  almost  every  district  the  teachers  continued  to  do  much 
towards  improving  the  condition  of  the  schools  through  the  local 
institute.  In  the  majority  of  districts  monthly  meetings  are  held 
by  the  teachers. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  the  provisional  certificate  is  con- 
stantly and  rapidly  growin^^less.  I  examined  106  api)licants,  22  of 
whom  I  rejected.  The  standard  of  qualifications  required  by  the 
superintendent  should  be  high,  thus  inducing  prospective  teachers 
to  make  special  preparation  for  teaching  in  our  State  Normal 
Schools  before  a  license  to  teach  is  granted.  Surely,  a  young  man 
or  woman  whose  training  has  been  entirely  confined  to  the  work 
of  the  ordinary  public  school,  whether  graded  or  ungraded,  has  not 
the  requisite  qualifications  for  the  work  of  the  teacher.  Since 
schools  exist  for  the  children,  whose  training  for  the  duties  of 
complete  citizenship  is  so  very  largely  depending  upon  the  work  of 
them,  it  is  very  obvious  that  the  main  factor  in  this  great  ma- 
chinery, namely,  the  teacher,  must  be  what  he  can  be  made  by 
special  training.  It  has  constantly  been  my  aim  to  have  the  people 
of  every  community  to  see  that  special  training  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  is  as  essential  for  successful  work  as  it  is  on  the  part  of 
the  minister,  the  doctor  or  the  lawyer. 

Many  years  ago,  when  the  renowned  Dr.  Burrowes  was  State  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction  in  Pennsylvania,  he  believed  that 
in  some  future  time  there  would  be,  all  over  the  Commonwealth, 
high  schools  within  six  miles  of  one  another.  His  belief  is  not  yet 
realized,  but  the  dream  is  rapidly  being  made  a  reality  by  the  in- 
cessant labor  of  the  present  State  Superintendent,  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaef- 
fer,  who,  with  tongue  and  pen,  has  been  earnestly  and  eloquently 
advocating  their  establishment.  These  schools  are  intended  to  af- 
ford the  children  of  the  rural  communities  the  same  privileges  for 
receiving  an  education  that  the  children  of  the  boroughs  and  cities 
are  enjoying.  They  should  be  established  in  every  district  in  which 
there  are  children  to  fill  them.  The  cost  for  their  founding  and 
support  should  be  a  secondary  consideration.  The  movement  in 
the  direction  of  these  high  schools  in  our  county  has  been  successful 
beyond  the  most  ardent  expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  friends. 
During  the  last  year  five  townships  have  conducted  such  schools 
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in  full  accordauce  with  the  Imv.  The  districts  maintaining  such 
schools  are  North  Annville,  Cornwall,  West  Cornwall,  Heidelberg 
and  Jackson.  Classes  were  graduated  from  the  schools  of  West 
Cornwall  and  Jackson  districts.  All  these  schools  are  doing  excel- 
lent work.  The  chief  factor  in  these  high  schools,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  grade  of  schools  is  the  teacher,  and  directors  cannot  be 
too  careful  in  the  selection  of  the  teacher  for  such  a  school. 

My  sincerest  thanks  are  due  to  the  State  Department  for  help 
promptly  and  kindly  given,  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  the  re- 
ports of  our  educational  meetings,  to  the  school  directors  for  their 
loyal  support  and  co-operation,  and  to  the  teachers  and  citizens  for 
the  manv  kindnesses  extended  to  me. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Eupp. 


Another  jear  has  come  and  gone  and  it  again  becomes  my  duty  to 
sum  up  brief!}-  the  work  that  was  accomplished.  While  we  have 
no  fixed  standard  by  which  to  measure  definitely  the  amount  of  pro- 
gress that  was  made,  yet  I  am  confident  that  we  have  advanced. 

Our  general  school  facilities  have  improved  materially,  new  school 
houses  have  been  erected,  new  graded  schools  established,  salaries 
increased  and  in  many  instances  closer  supervision  established. 
The  number  of  teachers  holding  lower  grade  certificates  is  becoming 
smaller  each  successive  year.  To  my  mind  these  things  all  indicate 
advancement. 

A  two-roomed  annex  was  added  to  the  four-roomed  building  at 
Cementou,  in  Whitehall  township,  and  steam  heat  introduced  into 
all  the  rooms.    This  is  now  one  of  our  model  rural  school  buildings. 

In  South  Whitehall  a  new  brick  building  was  erected  at  Hoffmans- 
ville.  The  old  building  had  become  unfit  for  further  service,  and 
a  very  handsome,  as  well  as  substantial,  building  has  taken  its  place. 

One  room  was  added  to  the  building  at  Kemmerer's,  in  Heidel- 
berg township,  and  a  graded  school  established  there.  A  hot-air 
heater  in  the  cellar  supplies  the  heat  for  both  rooms. 

Preparations  are  now  under  way  to  erect  a  four-roomed  high 
school  building  for  Whitehall  township. 

The  old  building  in  East  Allentown  will  also  be  raz-ed  and  a  new 
modern  four-roonuHl  building  erected. 

More  school  facilities  are  needed  at  Emerald,  in  Washington 
township,  and  plans  and  specifications  have  been  made  for  a  four- 
roonuHl  building. 

Two  township  high  schools  were  in  successful  operation  during 
the  term,  one  in  Salisbury  and  the  other  in  Whitehall.     As  pre- 
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dieted  in  my  last  report,  it  became  necessary,  through  the  increased 
attendance  in  the  Salisbury  high  school,  to  employ  two  teachers. 
This  was  promptly  done  by  the  board  at  the  opening  of  the  term. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  a  class  of  tive  boys  and  one  girl  was  gradu- 
ated. Very  interesting  commencement  exercises  were  held  and 
if  the  interest  manifested  by  the  general  public  may  be  taken  as 
a  criterion  by  which  to  judge  the  future  success  of  the  school,  it 
certainly  has  a  bright  future.  A  new  township  high  school  was 
opened  in  Whitehall  township,  requiring  the  services  of  two  teach- 
ers. The  attendance  here  was  also  very  large,  being  fifty-two  on  the 
day  of  opening.  Both  of  these  schools  ha,ve  become  permanent  fix- 
tures in  the  districts. 

Other  districts  are  beginning  to  give  the  matter  consideration, 
and  it  will  not  be  long  until  township  high  schools  will  be  generally 
looked  upon  as  component  parts  of  our  great  system  of  public  in- 
struction. 

The  State  Legislature  should,  however,  set  aside  a  much  larger 
appropriation  for  these  schools,  so  that  the  full  amount  designated 
by  the  law  could  be  secured. 

The  count}'  institute  was  the  great  educational  event  of  the  year. 
All  but  one  of  the  teachers  were  present,  and  her  absence  was  un- 
avoidable. The  instruction  was  systematic  and  thorough.  Our  in- 
structors were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaelfer,  Ur.  G.  L.  Omwake,  Prof.  W.  A. 
Ferris,  Prof.  A.  C.  Rothermel,  Prof.  Alex.  Forbes  and  Prof.  L.  T. 
Lyberger. 

Seven  very  successful  local  institutes  were  held  in  various  sec- 
tions of  the  county.  These  help  to  create  an  educational  interest 
among  the  people.  At  each  of  these  meetings  about  a  dozen  of  the 
local  teachers,  previously  appointed,  take  part  in  the  exercises. 
These  teachers  usually  present  very  excellent  papers  on  subjects 
pertaining  to  school  work.  I  make  it  a  point  to  be  present  at  all 
of  these  meetings  and  help  the  work  along. 

A  directors'  convention  was  held  on  Thursday  of  institute  week, 
but  the  convention  required  to  be  held  by  the  law  of  1903  was  held 
on  Saturday,  December  2G. 

Both  of  these  meetings  were  largely  attended.  At  the  last  of 
these  meetings  it  was  resolved  to  hold  the  next  annual  convention 
on  Saturday,  November  20.  On  motion,  it  was  also  resolved,  as 
the  sense  of  the  convention,  that  the  original  intent  of  the  bill  in 
reference  to  the  directors'  convention  should  be  restored  by  the 
next  Legislature,  and  attending  members  be  paid  two  dollars  for 
necessary  expenses  and  mileage. 

In  many  of  the  districts  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  were  ma- 
terially increased.  This  was  partly  due  to  the  minimum  salary 
law,  and   partly  because  the  diiectors  felt  that   in  order  to  keep 
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their  besL  teaclitis  tliev  had  lo  pay  theui  uiuie  Ihau  ihey  had  been 
pa}  iujj  heretofore. 

With  this  general  increase  of  salaries  we  may  hope  to  retain  our 
experienced  teachers  and  thus,  in  the  course  of  time,  secure  a 
stronger  corps  of  teachers. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  a  few  directors  are  inclined 
to  pay  a  uniform  salary  to  all  their  teachers.  In  no  other  occupa- 
tion is  the  novice  paid  the  same  wages  as  the  experienced  workman, 
and  why  directors  should  insist  upon  paying  the  same  salary  to  the 
young  teacher  just  out  of  tscliool  that  they  are  paying  to  the  ex- 
perienced teacher  is  an  enigma. 

I  believe  that  at  least  three  things  should  be  considered  in  fixing 
the  salary,  viz,  experience,  preparation  and  tact  and  skill  as  exem- 
plified in  the  school  room.  "If  practice  makes  perfect,"  then  surely 
the  beginner  in  the  profession  cannot  do  as  much  nor  as  perfect 
work  as  the  teacher  ripe  with  experience. 

It  is  an  established  fact  that  a  teacher  cannot  teach  that  which 
he  himself  doeti  not  know  or  clearly  comprehend,  and  for  this  reason 
preparation  should  be  seriously  considered. 

Taking  it  for  granted,  however,  that  the  teacher  has  experience 
and  preparation,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  he  is  a  good 
teacher.  Physical  strength,  skill,  tact,  ambition  and  earnest  ap- 
plication are  all  elements  which  help  to  make  his  work  successful. 

Our  directors,  as  a  rule,  tried  and  were  successful  in  carrying 
out  the  compulsory  attendance  law  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
small-pox  and  scarlet  fever  epidemics  just  before  the  holidays,  but 
from  that  time  on  the  attendance  was  very  irregular  in  many  of 
the  districts.  These  two  epidemics  prevailed  to  a  greater  or  lesser 
extent  in  almost  every  district  of  the  county. 

In  several  districts  the  local  boards  enforced  the  vaccination  law, 
but  many  of  the  parents  refused  to  have  their  children  vaccinated, 
and,  as  a  conseijuence,  such  children  were  compelled  to  remain  out 
of  school.  In  many  cases  the  schools  were  temporarily  closed,  but 
the  attendance  remained  irregular  for  a  long  time  after.  The  se- 
verity of  the  season  also  caused  a  great  deal  of  irregularity,  especi- 
ally in  districts  where  pupils  live  a  considerable  distance  away  from 
the  school. 

In  conclusion,  1  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  advice  and  ser- 
vices given,  the  directors  of  the  county  for  their  uniform  help  and 
encouragement,  the  teachers  for  their  sui)port  and  assistance  in 
carrying  out  school  policies,  the  public  press  for  the  use  of  its 
columns  for  announcements  and  reports  of  educational  events  and 
to  Mil  file  friends  of  public  eduialion  for  their  genuine  friendship. 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


The  public  schools  of  Luzerne  county  have  progressed  favorably 
during  the  past  year  and  in  many  districts  better  results  have  been 
attained  than  in  any  previous  year  of  my  superintendency.  The 
question  of  retaining  good  teachers  in  their  positions  year  after  year 
has  been  settled  in  a  number  of  cities,  boroughs  and  townships,  but 
there  is  still  room  for  further  improvement  in  the  recognition  of 
the  services  of  faithful  teachers  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  retention  of  good  teachers  will 
be  regulated  by  act  of  the  State  Legislature. 

Although  the  condition  of  the  weather  and  the  roads  was  not  very 
favorable  during  the  past  season,  by  extra  exertion  more  schools 
were  visited  than  in  any  other  year  in  the  history  of  the  county. 
Seven  hundred  and  five  visits  were  made  to  the  various  schools, 
not  any  being  slighted,  except  where  the  teacher  was  absent  on  ac- 
count of  illness. 

The  largest  institute  ever  held  in  this  county  and  the  most  suc- 
cessful during  my  incumbency  convened  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  build- 
ing, October  26-30.  The  report  of  the  recording  clerks  showed  an 
enrolment  of  870  teachers.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Nathan  C. 
Schaeffer,  Prof.  Earl  Barnes,  Prof.  Emory  P.  llussell,  Dr.  W.  W. 
Stetson  and  Miss  Louie  M.  Taylor.  With  a  few  exceptions,  the 
teachers  were  greatly  benefited  by  the  instruction  and  the  schools 
have  profited  by  the  increased  professional  zeal  of  the  teachers. 

The  fom'teenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Luzerne  County  School 
Directors'  Association  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  lecture  room  on 
Thursday,  January  14,  1904.  The  speakers  were  Dr.  John  Q.  Stew- 
art, of  Harrisburg;  Mr.  C.  D.  Evans,  of  Duryea;  Rev.  C.  E.  Correll, 
of  Conyngham;  A.  T.  Walsh,  Esq.,  of  Pittstou;  Dr.  L  W.  Marstellar, 
of  White  Haven;  Dr.  D.  H.  Dodson,  of  Nanticoke,  and  Prof.  Geo. 
W.  Parrish,  of  Plymouth.  The  meeting  was  an  enthusiastic  one 
and  it  is  expected  that  great  good  will  result  therefrom.  The  offi- 
cers in  charge  were  C.  D.  Evans,  president,  and  Wm.  Brewster,  Esq., 
secretary. 

Twenty-two  teachers'  examinations  were  held  throughout  the 
county,  one  of  which  was  for  holders  of  professional  certificates, 
which  did  not  have  algebra  and  civil  government  thereon.  There 
were,  in  all,  459  applicants,  297  of  which  were  given  provisional  cer- 
tificates, 75  were  given  professional  certificates  and  87  were  re- 
jected. The  teachers  read  Halleck's  Psychology  and  Schaeffer's 
Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think  and  their  papers  on  the  subject  of 
theory  of  teaching  showed  a  careful  persual  of  this  course  of  read- 
ing. 
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Fire  destroyed  a  building  in  oacb  of  the  following  townships: 
Wilkes-Iiarre,  Conyngham  and  Franklin.  These  will  be  replaced 
before  the  opening  of  the  next  school  term.  In  addition  to  these 
a  new  five-room  building  will  be  erected  in  Edwardsville  borough;  a 
two-room  building  in  IMymouth  township,  and  a  fine  new  high  school 
building  is  contemplated  for  Duryea. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  their 
kindly  assistance,  the  local  press  for  their  correct  report  of  the  edu- 
cational happenings  in  the  county  and  the  directors,  patrons  and 
teachers  for  their  loyalty  to  me  in  my  efforts  to  advance  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  everv  district  in  the  countv. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— G.  B.  Milnor. 


The  school  year  was  marked  with  an  earnest  effort  on  the  part 
of  all  educational  forces  to  maintain  the  high  standard  of  public 
school  work  which  the  county  has  enjoyed  in  the  past.  Not  only 
was  this  effort  accomplished  but  substantial  progress  was  noted  in 
the  various  phases  of  the  year's  work,  due  to  well  qualified  and 
earnest  teachers,  conscientious  and  progressive  directors,  numer 
ous  enthusiastic  educational  meetings  and  a  harmonious  co-opera- 
tion of  all  educational  factors.  , 

At  the  outset,  the  scarcity  of  teachers  seemed  to  threaten  the 
best  interests  of  the  schools,  especially  in  the  rural  districts,  where 
low  wages  were  paid.  Higher  salaries  and  better  opportunities 
offered  for  advancement  in  business  life  attracted  from  the  pro- 
fession teachers  whose  services  could  not  easily  be  spared.  It 
is  needless  to  say  that  this  evil  will  be  eradicated  by  the  operation 
of  the  new  minimum  salary  law.  Already  indications  point  to  a 
supply  of  teachers  for  the  coming  year  that  will  greatly  exceed 
the  demand.  With  the  adoption  of  the  minimum  salary  there  will 
be  a  corresponding  advance  in  districts  paying  the  highest  wages. 
A  number  of  townships  are  now  planning  an  increase  of  from  five 
to  eight  dollars  beyond  the  minimum,  while  one  district,  Piatt, 
will  pay  ^45.00  for  the  best  qualified  teachers. 

During  the  year  390  visits  were  made  to  the  310  schools  of  the 
county.  All  of  the  boroughs  and  many  of  the  rural  schools  were 
visited  twice.  The  statistics  gathered  from  the  several  districts 
show  that  there  were  11,233  pnpils  enrolled  and  that  the  attend- 
ance ranged  from  0.5  to  O.t  per  cent.,  this  low  attendance  being 
caused  in  many  castas  by  contagious  diseases  and  the  severity  of  the 
winter  weather.  ITighor  branches  were  taught  in  100  schools. 
All  teachers  employed  had  either  normal,  academy  or  college  train- 
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iug.  In  the  teacliiu^^  loreo  tliero  wore  33  State  Normal  graduates, 
59  who  held  permanent  certificates,  10  who  were  educated  in  higher 
academies  and  seminaries,  and  7  college  graduates.  FiftA'-six  teach- 
ers had  no  previous  experience,  while  112  had  taught  five  or  more 
annual  terms. 

Seventeen  local  institutes  were  held  in  various  districts  of  the 
county.  The  purpose  of  these  meetings  was  to  show  the  work  of 
schools,  to  interest  patrons  and  to  create  a  stronger  public  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  school  work.  These  meetings  were  full  of  interest, 
were  largely  attended  and  did  much  toward  accomplishing  the  ob- 
jects for  which  they  were  planned. 

The  compulsory  law  is  being  generally  enforced  throughout  the 
county,  although  there  are  still  a  few  districts  in  which  the  efforts 
of  the  board  in  this  direction  have  not  always  met  with  the  de- 
sired support  of  patrons.  In  some  districts  directors  hesitate  to 
accept  the  oflflce  on  account  of  the  apparent  difficulty  in  enforcing 
this  law.  In  those  districts  public  sentiment  needs  to  be  educated 
and  aroused  to  the  point  where  the  people  shall  realize  that  the  idea 
uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the  framers  of  this  law  was  the  good 
of  the  child  and  the  welfare  of  the  State,  and  that  its  chief  purpose 
is  not  to  impose  fines  but  to  bring  children  into  school. 

Throughout  the  year  the  older  pupils  in  the  rural  districts  were 
encouraged  to  continue  their  studies  until  they  had  completed 
the  course  offered  by  the  public  schools.  The  introduction  of  civics 
and  algebra  and  occasionally  other  higher  branches  helped  to  make 
school  life  more  interesting  and  profitable  and  to  retain  many  of  the 
advanced  pupils  beyond  the  usual  age  of  leaving  school.  One  hun- 
dred and  forty  took  the  examination  for  common  school  diplomas 
in  March,  and  of  this  number  104  were  granted  diplomas.  Seventy- 
five  were  graduated  from  the  seven  borough  high  schools  holding 
regular  commencement  exercises. 

No  influence  could  be  more  potent  for  good  than  the  organization 
of  township  high  schools,  provided  for  under  the  law  of  1895,  which 
afford  the  rural  districts  almost  equal  educational  advantages  with 
the  cities.  The  high  school  at  Ralston,  having  extended  its  course 
and  fulfilled  the  requisites  of  this  act,  Mclntyre  township  was  the 
first  to  receive  a  part  of  the  annual  high  school  appropriation.  In 
several  other  districts  of  our  county,  w^here  conditions  are  entirely 
favorable,  there  should  be  a  concerted  effort  toward  the  establish- 
ment of  these  schools. 

The  county  institute,  which  convened  at  Muncy  during  the  week 
of  December  14-18,  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  profit- 
able sessions  yet  held.  Teachers  were  enthusiastic  in  their  ap- 
proval of  the  instruction  which  was  helpful,  practical  and  found  a 
ready  npplication  in  the  school  room.     Child  study,  ethics,  history. 
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psycholojjy,  school  nianaj^emeut  and  methods  and  vocal  music  were 
amonjf  the  subjects  in  which  instruction  was  given.  The  instruct- 
ors during  the  week  were  Prof.  Earl  Barnes,  of  Philadelphia;  Dr. 
Charles  Gray  Shaw,  of  New  York  University;  Prof.  J.  George 
Becht,  of  the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School;  Hon.  Emerson 
Collins,  of  Williamsport,  and  Prof.  C.  ^I.  Parker,  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Hon.  Fred  Ikeler.  Senor 
Ramon  Reyes  Lala,  Rev.  Frank  Dixon  and  a  musical  entertainment 
was  given  by  the  Lulu  Tyler  Gates  Concert  Company. 

Nearly  one  hundred  directors  were  present  on  Thursday,  "Direct- 
ors' day,"  when  two  interesting  sessions  were  held  for  the  considera- 
tion of  school  problems.  Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart,  Deputy  State  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction,  delivered  a  helpful  and  inspir- 
ing address  before  the  joint  session  of  teachers  and  directors  Thurs- 
day afternoon. 

The  midwinter  meeting  of  the  Lycoming  County  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  Montoursville,  February  20.  The  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions  were  devoted  chiefly  to  the  discussion  of  ques- 
tions bearing  upon  practical  school  work,  in  which  the  leading 
teachers  of  the  county  took  part.  The  evening  lecture,  ''The  Fall  of 
Richmond."  by  Dr.  John  H.  Harris.  President  of  Bucknell  Univer- 
sity, was  highly  appreciated  by  the  large  audience  present. 

The  Teachers'  Exchange  continues  to  be  an  important  factor  in 
our  educational  progress.  These  meetings  are  held  each  month  in 
the  superintendent's  oftlce.  Williamsport,  where  questions  of  meth- 
ods and  management  and  other  topics  of  vital  importance  are 
freely  discussed.  Much  attention  at  these  meetings  was  given  to 
developing  a  higher  grade  of  language  work  in  our  schools.  Re- 
views and  discussions  of  Hinsdale's  'Teaching  the  Language  Arts," 
and  White's  "Art  of  Teaching,"  formed  a  basis  for  this  work. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association,  under 
the  new  law,  was  held  at  Williamsport,  May  28.  One  hundred 
twelve  directors  were  in  attendance.  The  program  was  interesting 
and  profitable  and  should  result  in  great  good  to  the  educational 
interests  of  the  county.  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin.  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
gave  two  inspiring  addresses  on  "School  Laws  that  Should  Receive 
Especial  Attention,"  and  "Co  operation  of  Educational  Factors." 
Supt.  Charles  Lose,  of  Williamsport,  gave  a  forceful  and  logical 
discussion  of  "The  Course  of  Study  for  Rural  Schools."  Other 
questions  considered  were:  "Closing  Rural  Schools  and  Transport- 
ing Pupils."  opened  by  J.  G.  Wolfe,  of  Cumniings  township;  "Duties 
of  Directors."  opened  by  John  W.  Levegood.  of  Jersey  Shore,  and 
Dr.  J.  L.  Mansuay.  of  Ralston;  "Qualification  and  SeltM-tion  of 
Teachers."  opened  by  F.  P.  Schug.  of  Wolf  township.  Among 
otiirrs.    fosolutiotis    were    passed    providing   for    a    revision    of   the 
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course  of  study  for  the  rural  school  and  for  the  continuance  of  Di- 
rector's day  at  the  annual  county  institute. 

Comfortable  and  beautiful  surroundinjis  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant agencies  in  securing  desirable  results  in  the  public  schools. 
The  marked  improvement  in  school  decorations  during  the  past 
few  years  indicate  that  this  idea  is  now  generally  accepted.  As 
a  rule,  our  buildings  are  substantial  and  well  adapted  for  school 
purposes,  but  a  limited  number  have  outlived  their  usefulness  and 
should  be  replaced  as  earl}''  as  the  financial  condition  of  the  dis- 
tricts will  permit.  A  commodious  brick  building  erected  in  Hep- 
burn township,  at  Pleasant  Valley,  was  opened  for  use  in  Sep- 
tember. Montgomery  borough  is  putting  up  an  eight-room  build- 
ing, to  be  ready  for  the  opening  of  school  in  September;  Jersey 
Shore  is  planning  for  an  eight-room  addition  to  its  central  school 
building,  and  Nippenose  township  will  erect  a  three-room  structure 
to  replace  the  old  one  at  Antes  Fort.  The  buildings  more  recently 
erected  indicate  that  our  directors  more  fully  appreciate  the  need 
of  employing  skilled  architects  in  the  preparation  of  plans  and 
specifications. 

Near  the  close  of  the  school  year,  through  the  efforts  of  the 
county  commissioners,  a  pleasant  office  was  fitted  up  for  the  county 
superintendent  on  the  first  floor  of  the  court  house,  Williamsport. 
The  room  is  well  provided  with  cases  for  the  Teachers'  Exchange 
library.  State  reports,  blanks,  etc.,  and  is  conveniently  furnished 
for  holding  teachers'  meetings,  examinations  and  other  business 
devolving  upon  the  office. 

The  resignation  of  Supt.  J.  George  Becht,  in  June,  to  accept  the 
professorship  of  psychology  and  pedagogy  in  the  West  Chester 
State  Normal  School,  was  received  with  expressions  of  deepest  re- 
gret. To  his  inspiring  leadership,  through  ten  years  of  efficient 
and  faithful  service,  is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  the  excellent  condi- 
tion of  our  public  schools. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
directors  and  teachers,  the  kindness  and  hospitality  of  patrons,  the 
courtesy  of  the  public  press  and  the  generous  assistance  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— J.  E.  Mvers. 


The  McKean  county  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house,  Smeth- 
port,  October  20  to  30,  1903.  Two  hundred  thirty-seven  teachers 
enrolled.  Seventeen  directors  were  present.  Instruction  was 
.»?ivcu  by  Prof.  W.  I.  Crane,  Mrs.  Theo.  B.  Noss,  Miss  Lucile  Hinman, 
Suj-t.  James  Coughlin  and  Dr.  Samuel  Weir. 
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Evt'iiiui;  eutertaiumeuts:  Lotture,  Prof.  Crane;  concerts,  '•'Hear- 
0116  Sisters"  and  "Old  Homestfad  Male  C^iiartotte;"  entertainment, 
^Villard  HoNw. 

All  schools  have  closed  for  the  year  except  the  boroughs  of  Kane 
and  Siuethport — both  places  have  nine  months. 

The  wages  of  teachers  were  increased  in  a  number  of  schools. 
One  school  board  left  a  good  teacher  go  to  another  district  for  a 
difference  of  live  dollars  per  month.  Thev  are  now  offering  this 
same  teacher  fifteen  dollars  more  per  month  to  return  for  the 
coming  term.  This  school  board  considers  it  more  economical  finan- 
cially and  educationally  to  the  district  to  cease  experimenting  and 
to  retain  good  teachers.  The  minimum  salary  law  will  increase  the 
wages  of  thirty-nine  teachers  in  this  county. 

Teachers  were  scarce  last  September.  By  holding  special  exam- 
inations and  procuring  some  from  other  counties  the  school  were 
finally  supplied.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  failures,  due  to 
placing  inext)erienced  persons  in  charge  of  large  schools,  we  have 
had  a  very  prosperous  year.  Forty-five  pupils  completed  the  county 
course  of  study  and  received  diplomas.  Classes  were  graduated 
from  all  the  borough  high  schools. 

Our  county  teachers'  association  held  two  sessions  of  a  day  each, 
at  Kane  and  Custer  City. 

School  Directors'  Association  met  at  Smethport.  February  2. 
1904.  Forty-nine  directors  were  present.  The  program:  Address 
of  welcome,  Sheridan  Gorton;  response.  J.  F.  Toughy;  '"School  Sani- 
tation." Dr.  Jno.  Clark;  "Rural  School  Consolidation."  M.  C.  Burt: 
"Contagious  Diseases.''  Dr.  J.  H.  Douglass;  "Attending  High 
Schools  in  Other  Districts."  J.  N.  Apple;  "Requisites  for  a  Good 
School  Director,"  W.  H.  Davis;  discussion  opened  by  John  Bahan; 
"Physical  Culfure,"  Lucile  Hinman;  "How  Should  the  Increase  in 
Teachers'  Wages  Improve  Our  Schools. "  W.  H.  Bunce;  "Drawing," 
Margaret  Flynu;  "What  Shall  We  Teach"  and  "School  Supervision," 
Dr.  X.  C.  Schaeft'er,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

A  number  of  school  houses  were  repaired.  Xew  buildings:  Bing- 
ham, Halsey.  Greendale,  Erickson.  Eldred  and  Mt.  Jewett. 

In  clixsiug  this  report  I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  for  cour- 
teous treatment  and  advice  and  those  faithful  teachers,  directors 
and  patrons  who  have  materially  aided  in  the  work  of  the  year  just 
closed. 


MERCER  COUNTY— J.  S.  Fruit. 


I  have  nothing  startling  in  the  educational  field  to  record  of  my 
countv  save  a  good,  wholesome  growth  in  si-liool  sentiment  and  the 
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same  high  standard  iu  school  work  usually  maiiitaiiiod  still  con- 
tinues. 

There  was  but  one  failure  recorded  in  the  county.  The  princi- 
pals and  teachers  of  the  borough  schools  have  held  monthly  meet- 
ings all  year  and  much  good  work  iu  the  way  of  inspiration  at  these 
meetings  resulted.  Our  young  teachers'  meeting,  held  in  August, 
was  well  attended,  ove;*  one  hundred  being  present.  Supt.  Painter, 
of  Butler  county,  rendered  valuable  assistance,  as  well  as  local 
talent  who  assisted.  Our  Directors'  (Convention  was  gratifying, 
to  say  the  least.  About  150  were  present  and  much  interest  was 
manifested  for  its  being  the  first  occasion. 

The  county  institute  was  up  to  previous  years  iu  the  spirit  of  good 
harmony  that  prevailed  and  a\  hile  the  small-pox  kept  a  few  from 
attending,  excellent  results  were  obtained  nevertheless. 

Our  new  salary  law  will  prove  very  beneficial  to  our  county,  as 
experienced  teachers  will  no  longer  seek  more  lucrative  positions 
away,  when  they  can  do  just  as  well  by  staying  at  home.  As  yet 
no  townshiij  high  school  has  been  opened  in  Mercer  county,  but  we 
have  public  sentiment  at  work,  and  we  are  in  hopes  in  some  one 
else's  term,  if  not  our  own,  that  the  seed  will  bring  forth  beneficial 
results.  Thanking  the  Department  for  the  many  courtesies  ex- 
tended, I  beg  to  submit  the  above. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— S.  L.  Hanawalt. 


In  taking  a  retrospective  view  of  the  educational  field  over  which 
I  have  direct  supervision,  I  observe  many  things  which  are  indica- 
tive of  educational  progress;  however,  there  are  still  lines  along 
which  there  is  abundant  room  for  advancement.  It  is  gratifying 
to  note  the  devotion  of  our  teaihers,  most  of  whom  are  imbued 
with  the  true  spirit,  and  are  laboring  incessantly  for  higher  at- 
tainments. The  general  interest  and  progressive  spirit  of  the  di- 
rectors and  patrons  are  likewise  worthy  of  commendation. 

The  school-room  environment  of  the  pupil  figures  largely  in  his 
educational  development.  Nothing,  except  good  teachers,  is  more 
conducive  to  the  success  of  school  work  than  well-planned  and  prop- 
erly-equipped school  buildings.  The  locating,  heating,  lighting  and 
ventilating  of  such  buildings  should  be  matters  of  primary  concern, 
and  the  school  building  should  not  be  inferior  to  the  best  homes  in 
the  community,  in  the  above-named  appointments.  We  are  pleased 
to  say  that  the  buildings  erected  in  Lewistown  and  Derry  township 
lack  none  of  the  essentials,  but  are  testimonials  to  the  intelligence 
and   progressiveness  of   the   directors  and   citizens.     Kotli   lioiises 
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were  loimall}  dedicated  and  a  large  tlag  presented  by  tbe  Fatriotiu 
Kons  of  America,  No.  402,  of  Lewistowu,  was  unfurled  over  each 
building.  Dr.  N.  C.  Scbaeller,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, graced  the  Lewistown  dedicatory  exercises  with  his  pres- 
ence and  delivered  an  address  suitable  to  the  occasion.  Two  school 
houses,  No.  lU,  in  Wayne,  and  the  Sample,  in  Union  district,  were 
destroyed  by  fire. 

The  forty-«eventh  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was  held 
in  Lewistown,  during  the  last  week  in  November.  It  was  generally 
regarded  as  a  very  successful  meeting.  The  instruction  imx)arted 
was  full  of  enthusiasm  and  rich  in  suggestion.  One  hundred  and 
forty-one  teachers  were  enrolled,  and  many  joined  eagerly  in  the 
discussion  of  the  various  subjects  assigned  for  their  consideration. 
The  presence  of  directors  and  patrons  in  the  day  sessions  of  the 
institute  was  indicative  of  the  general  interest.  The  directors  met 
for  conference  on  ^^'ednesday,  as  usual. 

In  compliance  with  the  recent  law  establishing  "county  associa- 
tions of  school  directors,"  the  Mifldin  county  directors  met  in  con- 
vention on  January  8  and  0,  1004.  Many  <iuestions  of  vital  im- 
portance were  freely  discussed.  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg, 
and  Hon.  F.  C.  Bowersox,  of  Middleburg,  were  present  and  delivered 
wholesome  addresses.  Several  prominent  citizens  cheerfully  con- 
tributed to  the  success  of  the  sessions. 

The  local  educational  meetings  were  more  numerous  than  at  any 
other  time  within  our  recollection.  In  these  meetings  teachers,  di- 
rectors and  patrons  met  on  a  common  level  and  engaged  freely 
in  the  discussion  of  questions  of  general  interest.  The  pupils  added 
much  to  the  success  of  tlu  eic  meetings  l)_v  furnishing  music  and  reci- 
tations. 

Miss  Jean  A.  Kerr,  who  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  Lewistowu 
schools  for  over  fifty  years,  tendered  her  resignation.  Few  teach- 
ers have  a  parallel  record.  The  presentation  of  a  purse  containing 
$105  in  gold  was  indicative  of  the  esteem  in  which  she  is  held  by 
pupils  and  teachers. 

Classes  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools  in  Lewistown,  Mc- 
Veytown,  Brown,  Armagh,  Union  and  Meuno  districts.  The  class 
in  the  first-mentioned  school  being  the  largest  in  its  history. 

The  annual  school  exhibit  in  the  Logan  building,  Lewistown,  was 
a  very  creditable  display  of  the  work  done  by  the  jtupils  of  all 
grades.  The  presence  of  numerous  patrons  and  friends  on  these 
occasions  is  a  gr<Mt  stimulus  to  pupils  and  teachers. 

In  submitting  this  report,  T  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  De- 
partment for  assistance,  to  the  directors,  teachers  and  citizens  for 
their  co-operation  and   to  the  ]niblic  pi-ess  for  tlieir  iiiler<'st  ni:ini 
fested  ill  popular  e<]u»iitioM. 
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MONROE  COUNTY— H.  L.  Walter. 


No  strikiug  changes  in  tbe  progress  of  our  schools  were  noted  dup- 
ing the  past  year.  In  many  districts  the  directors  and  patrons 
are  thoroughly  interested  and  advancement  was  marked;  in  a  few 
others,  with  a  general  lack  of  interest,  only  average  work,  in  some 
cases  less  than  average  work  was  done.  But,  in  summing  up,  the 
growth  has  at  least  the  merit  of  being  substantial. 

The  attendance  in  some  parts  of  the  county  was  poor  on  ac- 
count of  the  severe  weather  and  the  drifted  roads,  which  made  it 
impossible  for  the  children  to  attend  as  regularly  as  otherwise 
they  might.  Not  enough  attention  is  given  to  the  compulsory  at- 
tendance law  in  several  of  the  districts.  There  is  a  noticeable  in- 
crease in  the  attendance  where  the  directors  have  enforced  the  law 
and  carried  out  its  provisions  in  the  true  spirit.  Some  of  our  people 
are  slow  to  understand  the  real  meaning  and  intent  of  this  law, 
not  realizing  that  it  is  in  operation  only  for  the  good  of  their  chil- 
dren. 

The  condition  of  the  outbuildings  of  many  of  the  schools  could 
be  very  much  bettered.  In  some  instances  they  are  not  in  proper 
repair,  while  in  a  large  number  of  cases  they  are  defaced  and  other- 
wise totally  unfit  for  children  to  enter.  The  directors  should  put 
these  buildings  in  proper  repair,  and  the  teachers  should  see  that 
they  are  kept  clean.  Only  poor  teachers  neglect  this  part  of  their 
duty  and  allow  the  outbuildings  to  be  defaced  and  to  become  filthy 
and  unhealthful.  There  is  sufficient  cause  for  complaint  against 
teachers  who  are  indifferent  with  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  these  buildings.  Pupils  could,  in  almost  every  instance,  be  made 
to  take  proper  care  of  all  the  school  property  if  the  teachers  would 
only  encourage  them  to  do  so. 

Some  of  our  school  houses  are  without  wood  sheds.  The  result 
is  that  the  school  room  serves  a  double  purpose  very  often  to  the 
discomfort  and  inconvenience  of  teacher  and  pupils. 

Many  of  our  teachers  deserve  credit  for  the  tasteful  manner  in 
which  they  have  decorated  their  rooms  by  means  of  pictures,  draw- 
ings and  maps,  making  them  attractive  and  presenting  a  homelike 
appearance. 

Chestnut  Hill  township  erected  a  substantial  one-room  frame 
building,  the  only  new  school  house  built  during  the  year. 

The  forty-fourth  annual  institute  was  held  at  Stroudsburg,  No- 
vember lG-20.  All  but  two  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  en- 
rolled. The  close  attention  given  by  those  present  deserves  special 
mention.     Much    valuable    information    in    the    various    common 
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branches  and  espocially  in  methods  of  teachini^  was  received.  The 
public  also  showed  a  greater  interest  than  at  any  similar  meeting 
during  the  past  five  years.  The  following  instructors  were  present: 
Hon.  Henry  Ilouck,  Dr.  J.  P.  Gordy,  Professors  l\  W.  Search,  Geo. 
L.  Omwake,  F.  11.  Green,  E.  L.  Kemp,  J.  M.  Yetter  and  B.  T.  Hutchi- 
son. There  were  two  evening  lectures,  one  by  Dr.  R.  S.  MacArthur, 
and  the  other  by  Prof.  F.  H.  Green;  two  concerts  given  by  the  ''Chi- 
cago Lady  Entertainers"  and  "Kogers-Grilley"  also  added  to  the 
entertainment  of  our  teachers  and  the  public  generally.  The  insti- 
tute was  a  pronounced  success. 

Several  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
during  the  winter.  These  meetings  have  become  a  very  important 
factor  in  our  school  work.  In  most  cases  they  were  well  attended 
by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  and  were  the  means  of  stimu- 
lating an  interest  in  school  atlairs,  whilst  in  a  few  instances  little 
was  accomplished,  owing  to  a  lack  of  interest  manifested  on  the 
part  of  teachers. 

Eleven  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  year.  At  nearly 
all  of  these  a  representation  of  directors  was  present.  One  hun- 
dred thirty  applicants  were  examined,  of  whom  114  received  cer- 
tificates. In  addition  to  these  public  examinations  nine  teachers 
were  examined  at  special  examinations,  all  of  whom  were  licensed 
to  teach. 

The  first  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors  of  the  county 
was  held  at  Stroudsburg,  January  6.  Notwithstanding  the  intense 
cold,  a  large  number  of  directors  attended.  The  meeting,  the  first 
of  its  kind  held  in  the  county,  was  highly  satisfactory.  An  inter- 
esting program  pertaining  to  school  administration  and  the  duties 
of  directors  and  the  performance  of  the  same  was  arranged  and 
carried  out.  Many  of  the  directors  to^  part  in  the  discussions,  and 
we  believe  that  every  director  present  went  away  resolved  to  put 
forth  renewed  energy  for  the  promotion  of  education  in  this  county. 

One  hundred  ninety-four  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  The 
average  length  of  time  spent  in  each  school  was  one  and  one- 
third  hours.  All  the  schools  were  visited  once,  some  a  second  and 
a  few  a  third  time.  Greater  ditticuUy  was  experienced  in  the  visi- 
tations than  in  any  previous  year  in  my  experience,  owing  to  the 
extremely  cold  weather  and  the  drifted  roads. 

In  conclusion,  1  desire  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  teachers,  di- 
rectors and  patrons  for  their  co-operation,  sympathy  and  encour- 
agement; also,  to  the  daily  and  weekly  newspajxM-s  of  the  county 
for  publishing  items  and  news  pertaining  to  school  matters  in  our 
county,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  advice  and 
counsel. 

8—6—1904 
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MONTCiOMEKY  COUNTY— J.  Horace  Laudis. 


My  work  as  superiuteuUent  bejs^au  formally  February  1,  1904, 
From  the  day  of  my  appointment,  January  7,  190A,  my  correspond- 
ence was  large,  and  many  important  matters  required  immediate 
attention.  Msiting  acbools  and  examining  graduating  classes  were 
at  once  begun  without  any  formalities.  This  work  had  accumu- 
lated and  its  performance  was  urgent.  My  visits  were  made  hastily 
and  were  brief,  averaging  one  half  of  an  hour  each.  Necessarily 
my  report  will  be  brief. 

I  made  335  visits  in  less  than  live  months,  and  held  45  examina- 
tions of  classes  for  graduation  and  promotion.  The  schools  pre- 
sented for  examination  52:2  pupils,  and  of  this  number  53  failed. 
I  was  unable  to  visit  about  62  of  the  schools  before  they  closed  for 
the  summer. 

The  class  examinations  required  at  least  one-half  my  time.  My 
candid  opinion  regarding  the  examination  of  graduating  classes  is 
that  this  duty  belongs  properly  to  the  supervising  principals,  or, 
where  there  are  no  such  persons,  that  its  performance  devolves 
upon  the  teachers  or  a  committee  of  teachers  of  that  district.  At 
my  suggestion,  several  of  the  boroughs  adopted  this  plan,  and  thus 
far  are  well  satisfied  with  the  results.  I  hope  more  will  adopt  it. 
1  feel  assured  that  this  plan  will  prove  beneficial  both  to  the 
county  superintendent  and  to  the  schools,  and  next  year  it  shall 
be  my  chief  aim  to  affect  this  change  in  as  many  districts  as  is 
feasible,  so  that  the  schools  shall  receive  the  full  benefit  of  this 
important  work.  It  will  permit  the  superintendent's  time  to  be 
utilized  to  greater  advantage  and  profit  in  superintending,  and 
the  examining  and  retaiuing^f  the  papers  in  the  district  will  afford 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  teachers  of  the  district  to  ascertain 
wherein  the  pupils  are  weak  or  strong,  and  also  wherein  the  teacher 
himself  may  have  failed  to  impart  the  subject  correctly  and  suc- 
cessfully to  the  pupils.  The  papers  are  invaluable  to  any  school 
for  this  purpose.  The  responsibility  for  the  work  of  examining 
for  promotion  and  graduatioi^ belongs  properly  to  the  schools  them- 
selves, and  if  the  responsibility  is  centered  there,  the  stimulus 
to  do  better  and  more  conscientious  work  is  there  also.  Then,  too, 
the  principals  or  teachers  having  charge  of  the  work  will  be  greatly 
aided  in  shaping  and  arranging  the  programs  of  methods  of  instruc- 
tion for  the  schools  for  the  ensuing  year. 

My  impression  of  the  work  of  the  schools  of  the  county  was,  in 
the  main,  very  good.  The  teachers  are  doing  excellent  work  and 
are  thoroughly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  tin-  pupils  under  their 
charge. 


No.  G  MuM\;t).\ll':i:V   cuuntv  lib 

Tlic  scliool  biiildiu^s  are  {^'ood,  most  of  lln-iii  modorn  in  stiuo 
ture  and  six  Ic  In  fact,  tliore  is  a  strong  feeling  manifested  tlirough- 
out  the  county  that  the  school  buildings  should  be  the  best  obtain- 
able. Montgomery  county  contains  some  very  excellent  modern 
school  buildings,  completely  equijiped  with  the  best  appliances  for 
effective  work. 

I  held  two  local  institutes,  one  at  Hatboro.  January  29  and  30,  and 
the  other  at  Ambler,  February  2G  and  27.  The  large  attendance 
at  each  session  of  these  meetings  proved  that  the  people  were  inter- 
esti'd  in  in  the  work,  and  that  such  gatherings  stimulate  and 
broaden  the  teachers,  and  create  a  favorable  educational  sentiment 
in  the  community-.  I  have  made  partial  arrangements  to  hold  three 
local  institutes  next  year  in  the  upper  end  of  the  county,  and  pur- 
pose having  them  as  early  in  the  year  as  practical,  probably  during 
the  months  of  November  and  December,  so  that  these  districts  may 
receive  the  benefit  early  in  the  term.  These  institutes  are,  with- 
out doubt,  a  great  educational  factor  in  any  community. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Xorristown  during  the 
week  commencing  Monday,  October  26,  1904.  The  instruction  was 
partly  on  new  lines  and  the  interest  and  attendance  were  beyond 
expectation.  The  principal  instructors  were:  Prof.  J.  G.  Park, 
t)r.  S.  Y.  Gillan,  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert,  Supt.  A.  D.  Yocum,  Dr. 
Schmucker  and  Prof.  G.  L.  Omwake.  A  new  feature  will  be  intro- 
duced at  our  next  institute.  This  innovation  will  be  to  have  our 
institute  divided  into  sections,  high  school,  grammar  school  and 
primary  school  sections.  These  divisions  are  to  be  only  for  the 
morning  sessions  of  Tuesday,  ^Vednesday  and  Thursday.  This 
change  was  affected  in  response  to  a  long-felt  need,  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  many  of  the  members  of  the  institute.  They  desire  more 
specilic  iuf^truction,  and  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  teachers  are  grade  teachers. 

The  Directors'  Association  of  the  county  held  its  first  annual 
meeting  under  the  new  law  governing  the  same,  at  Limerick  Square, 
March  17.  1904.  This  meeting  was  actually  the  fifteenth  annual 
meeting  of  the  directors  of  Montgomery  county,  as  there  has  been 
a  large  and  ellicicHt  organization  in  existence  for  the  past  fourteen 
years,  and  they  have  been  accustomed  to  holding  semi-annual  meet- 
ings. 

Organization  resulttd  in  electing  the  officers  of  the  old  organiza- 
tion. The  three  sessions,  morning,  afternoon  and  evening,  were 
largely  attended  by  directors  and  patrons.  The  questions  dis- 
cussed, provoking  much  valuable  debate  in  which  the  people  present 
were  greatly  interested,  were:  "Are  We  Teaching  Too  Much  in  Our 
Public  Schools,"  and  *'Are  We  Ready  for  Centralization  in  Our 
Ivural  Schools."     .\  (    (he  evening  session  we  had  an  exo<»|]ent   lee 


U6  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

ture  upon  "The  True  Functions  of  School  Directors,"  by  Supt. 
George  Twitmyer,  of  Wilmington,  Del.  The  sessions  were  very  in- 
structive and  the  work  appreciated.  The  meeting  of  the  directors 
in  this  community  acts  as  an  incentive  to  better  things  for  directors 
and  patrons  alike. 

It  is  sad  to  record  the  death  of  Supt.  K.  F.  Hotfecker,  my  prede- 
cessor in  the  office  of  county  superintendent.  In  the  death  of  Supt. 
Hotfecker,  the  county  of  Montgomery  lost  a  great  man.  It  lost  a  man 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county  as 
its  superintendent  for  twenty-five  years,  a  man  thoroughly  convers- 
ant with  the  educational  needs  of  the  county  and  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  his  office.  It  was  not  merely  the  exact  and  con- 
scientious performance  of  the  usual  duties  of  his  office  that  made 
him  such  a  potent  force  in  the  county  for  good,  but  it  was  the  great, 
pure  and  ennobling  character  of  the  man,  present  in  the  x^erform- 
ance  of  all  his  work,  that  has  so  engrafted  him  and  his  ideals  upon 
the  schools  and  the  people  that  made  him  truly  great  and  dear  to 
them.  This  man  devoted  his  whole  time  willingly,  conscientiously 
and  indefatigably  to  the  i^erformance  of  the  work  for  w^hich  he 
was  commissioned.  His  heart  was  in  his  work,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  schools  to-day  attest  his  zeal.  Everywhere  about  the 
schools,  in  all  lines  of  educational  work  in  the  county,  we  see  th^ 
impress  of  the  personality  of  this  man.  That  the  standard  of  the 
schools  of  Montgomery  county  is  second  to  none  in  the  Common- 
wealth is  largely  due  to  his  efforts.  This  was  his  chief  aim  from  the 
beginning  until  the  end.  He  ceased  to  work  because  he  ceased  to 
live. 

I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Instruction  for 
courtesies  and  valuable  advice  and  suggestions  during  my  short 
term  of  office;  also,  to  the  many  directors  and  teachers  of  the  county 
for  their  kindly  greeting,  well  wishing  and  support. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— Chas.  W.  Derr. 


The  schools  of  Montour  county  have  been  marching  on.  Each 
year  we  see  some  new  improvement.  New  conditions  are  continu- 
ally arising  and  each  must  be  met  with  and  handled  to  the  best 
interests  of  all  concerned. 

The  teachers  have  shown  more  zeal  in  their  work  this  year.  We 
are  glad  to  note  the  interest  taken  by  the  directors  in  their  official 
duties.  The  number  of  applicants  were  not  as  numerous  as  on 
previous  years,  owing  to  the  additional  branches  to  be  taught 
and  the  raising  of  the  standard  of  qualifications. 


No.  6.  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY.  117 

Young  persons  entering:  the  teaching  profession  must  come  better 
prepared  than  teachers  of  former  years. 

Seven  public  examinations  were  held  and  forty-seven  granted  pro- 
visional certilicates. 

Two  new  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and  all 
necessary  conveniences  to  the  complete  running  of  the  schools  were 
supplied.  Throughout  the  county  many  houses  were  repaired  and 
painted  during  vacation  time. 

Thirty-two  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the  year, 
which  were  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons.  These 
meetings  were  held  in  the  evening.  A  short  program  was  given 
by  the  school  at  which  the  meeting  was  held,  after  which  papers 
were  read  upon  the  subject  chosen  at  the  previous  meeting. 

We  had  discussed  during  the  year,  reading,  arithmetic,  grammar 
and  language;  history,  geography,  physiology,  algebra  and  school 
management,  and  we  must  commend  the  teachers  for  interest  taken 
and  for  the  great  number  of  good  papers  that  were  prepared  and 
read.  These  meetings  were  attended  by  seventy-seven  of  the  di- 
rectors and  twenty-five  hundred  of  the  patrons. 

The  county  institute,  hold  at  Danville,  was  one  of  the  best  in  the 
history  of  the  county.  We  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  at 
institute  time  we  crowd  too  many  instructors  upon  our  teachers, 
and  so,  acting  upon  this  conclusion,  we  provided  two  good  in- 
structors and  a  good  man  in  music.  The  instructors  were  Prof. 
William  G.  Ward,  of  Boston,  and  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  of  East  Strouds- 
burg  Xormal  School,  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  of  Bloomsburg  schools, 
in  music. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  all  kindness  shown  and 
also  the  Danville  school  board  and  their  worthy  superintendent. 


NORTHAMPTON   COUNTY— H.   K.   Bender. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed,  conditions  have  been  unfavor- 
able and  results  have  not  been  wholly  satisfactory.  Small-pox  was 
epidemic  in  ten  townshijis  and  two  boroughs  of  this  county,  greatly 
reducing  the  attendance.  This,  of  course,  prevented  continuous 
work,  which  is  very  necessary  to  produce  good  results.  The  school 
boards  were  very  prompt  in  closing  the  schools  and  instructing 
teachers  not  to  admit  any  pupils  into  the  .schools  unless  they  were 
vaccinated.  A  very  large  majority  of  the  parents  in  some  of  the 
districts  preferred  to  keej)  their  children  out  of  school,  rather 
than  have  them  vaccinated.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  Point 
Philips  and  Washington  districts,  in  Moore  township.     The  Point 
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riiilips  district  liiul  au  attendance  of  six  out  of  tliirty-seven,  and 
Washington  three  out  of  twenty-seven.  These  same  conditions 
were  true  in  many  other  districts,  only  to  a  less  degree.  Another 
cause  for  poor  attendance  was  the  extremely  cold  weather  and 
drifted  snow.  Many  pupils  who  lived  along  the  back  roads  could 
not  get  to  school  for  weeks  at  a  time. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  of  7  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  male 
teachers  employed  and  an  increase  of  8  per  cent,  in  the  number  of 
female  teachers  employed.  This  decrease  in  the  male  teaching 
force  is  due  to  the  fact  that  many  of  our  male  teachers  can  earn 
more  money  in  other  vocations. 

Our  teaching  force  during  last  year  consisted  of  three  hundred 
eight  (308)  teachers,  one  hundred  eighty-seven  (187)  of  which  are 
males;  one  hundred  twenty-one  (121)  females;  seven  are  college 
graduates,  one  hundred  thirty-one  (131)  normal  graduates.  Sev- 
enty-three (73)  hold  permanent  certificates,  twenty  (20)  professional, 
and  seventy-seven  (77)  provisional  certificates.  Thirty-two  (32)  had 
no  previous  experience  and  one  hundred  ninety-one  (191)  had  taught 
five  or  more  terms.  The  average  age  of  the  teachers  is  twenty-nine 
years. 

The  forty-first  annual  session  of  the  teachers'  institute  was  held 
the  week  of  October  2G,  in  the  Easton  high  school  building.  Five 
hundred  four  (501)  teachers  were  enrolled,  only  nine  (0)  being  ab- 
sent. These  nine  were  excused  on  account  of  being  sick  or  having 
sickness  in  the  family.  The  following  were  the  instructors:  Dr.  F. 
H.  Green,  Dr.  Charles  Gray  Shaw,  Dr.  J.  H.  Bair,  Prof.  Preston  W. 
Search,  Prof.  Geo.  L.  Omwake  and  Miss  Julia  E.  Kogers. 

We  had  arranged  to  hold  six  local  institutes  in  different  parts  of 
the  county.  Only  four  were  held.  The  other  two  could  not  be 
held  on  account  of  small-pox  being  epidemic  in  those  two  districts 
at  the  time  they  were  to  be  held.  The  average  attendance  at  each 
of  these  meetings  was  sixty-eight  (08)  teachers,  besides  being  very 
largely  attended  by  the  patrons  and  directors.  Our  teachers  al- 
ways look  forward  to  these  local  institutes  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure,  as  they  consider  them  of  much  help  in  their  school  work. 

I  made  three  hundred  ninety  (390)  visits  in  all.  I  had  expected 
to  make  more  but  could  not  on  account  of  the  drifted  snow  and 
the  small-pox  epidemic.  All  the  schools  were  visited  once  and 
eighty-one  twice.  I  found  the  attendance  so  very  poor  in  those 
districts  where  small-pox  had  been  epidemic  that  I  could  not  form 
much  of  an  idea  of  the  kind  of  work  being  done. 

Thirteen  public  and  four  special  examinations  were  held  for 
teachers.  Ninety-seven  (97)  applicants  were  examined.  Seventy- 
two  (72)  were  granted  provisional  certificates,  eight  (8)  professional 
certificates   and    seventeen    (17)   were   rejected.     Besides,   we   held 
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five  (5)  public  oxamiuatioiis  for  tlioso  pupils  \vli«>  had  completed 
the  county  course.  Tbirty-three  (33)  were  examined;  twenty-nine 
(20)  passed  and  wore  j^rautod  diplomas.     Four  (4)  wore  rejected. 

The  committee  on  professional  reading  recommended  the  follow- 
ing books  and  papers  for  the  year:  "Dr.  McMurrey's  Elements  of 
General  Method/'  ''Dr.  Kemp's  Oistory  of  Education."  "Coleridge's 
Ancient  Mariner."  and  "Educational  Foundations."  The  questions 
in  theory,  history  of  education  and  reading  used  at  the  teachers' 
examinations  were  all  based  on  the  above-named  books. 

The  first  convention  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  of  North- 
ampton countT  under  the  act  of-April  21,  1903.  was  held  in  the  court 
houee.  Easton.  December  8,  1003.  There  were  one  hundred  twenty- 
five  (12.5)  directors  in  attendance.  The  following  subjects  were 
discussed :  "The  Duties  and  Powers  of  Directors,"  by  Prof.  Preston 
A.  Lambert,  of  Lehigh  L'uiversity;  "Consolidation  of  the  Township 
schools,''  by  the  writer;  "Directors,  from  a  Teacher's  Standpoint," 
by  Principal  M.  A.  Richards,  of  Pen  Argyl;  "Township  High 
Schools,"  by  Hon.  Henry  Houck.  Deputy  State  Superintendent. 

It  become  my  sad  duty  to  rejiort  that  three  of  our  teachers  have 
been  called  from  our  midst  and  gone  to  receive  that  reward  which 
every  good  and  faithful  servant  has  justly  earned: 

B.  F.  Rasely  was  born  in  Upper  ^Mt.  Bethel  township,  Northamp- 
ton county.  Pa.,  in  1831.  He  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  as  a 
teacher,  having  taught  with  marked  success  in  various  districts  of 
this  county.  He  was  elected  county  superintendent  of  schools  of 
this  county  in  1872,  and  served  three  terms.  De  died  December  23, 
1002,  at  Mt.  Bethel. 

Miss  Ella  J.  Gerspach.  one  of  the  Easton  teachers,  was  born  in 
Easton,  Pa.,  December  4,  1853.  and  died  July  10.  1003.  In  her 
sudden  death,  occurring  about  two  weeks  after  the  close  of  her 
school,  Easton  lost  one  of  her  most  eflicient  teachers. 

Newton  Horn,  a  highly  esteemed  teacher  of  Lower  Mt.  Bethel 
township,  was  born  January  31.  1878.  Soon  after  the  close  of  his 
school  he  was  taken  sick,  and  after  an  illness  of  four  weeks,  ditnl 
May  11,  1003. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Benjamin  Apple. 


Results  seem  to  show  that  the  past  year  lias  been  a  successful 
one.  This  is  an  age  of  i>rogress  and  he  would  be  unworthy  the  name 
of  teacher  or  educator  who  would  be  willing  to  continue  his  work 
without  constant  improvement.  Our  tea<'hers  have  shown  com- 
mendable zeal  in  their  work.  Generally,  they  are  earnest  and  pro- 
irrc^ssivo.     T  have  found  tliem  always  ready  to  cooperate  in  every 
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thing  tending  to  the  advancement  of  educational  interests,  and 
whatever  progress  we  have  had  during  the  year  is  due  in  no  small 
degree  to  their  efforts. 

The  action  of  directors  in  retaining  the  successful  and  experi- 
enced teachers  and  dropping  from  the  list  those  who  had  not  come 
up  to  the  standard  is  commendable. 

During  the  year  there  were  held  nineteen  public  examinations, 
at  which  156  applicants  were  examined,  31  per  cent,  of  whom  failed 
to  reach  the  required  mark  to  classify  them  as  teachers.  In  this 
connection  I  wish  to  say  that,  judging  from  the  work  that  was 
done  in  my  examinations  by  many  of  the  graduates  of  our  public 
high  schools,  some  of  our  graded  schools  are  not  doing  thorough 
work  in  the  common  branches.  Directors  should  see  to  it  that  the 
essentials  of  an  education  be  taught  thoroughly  first,  and  then 
take  the  pupils  just  as  far  beyond  that  as  the  time  and  money  at 
their  command  will  permit. 

Turbut  is  the  only  board  that  employed  a  special  teacher  in  vocal 
music.  A  number  of  years'  trial  proves  that  the  board  would  as 
soon  dispense  with  the  teaching  of  most  any  other  branch  as  they 
would  with  music. 

While  we  have  not  as  yet  succeeded  in  any  great  extent  in  consoli- 
dating schools,  yet  in  many  townships  in  Northumberland  county 
are  found  schools  with  two  and  three  grades.  In  some  cases  the 
higher  branches  are  taught  in  the  school  of  the  upper  grade. 
Public  sentiment  is  developing  in  favor  of  consolidation,  especially 
in  townships  where  the  schools  are  small  and  so  located  that  con- 
solidation could  be  made  practicable.  I  think  in  the  near  future 
much  will  be  done  in  this  direction. 

Two  school  houses  were  partly  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  last 
school  term,  one  in  Lower  Augusta  and  the  other  in  Mount  Carmel 
township.  Reparation  was,  however,  promptly  made,  and  the 
schools  were  again  in  operation. 

Many  of  the  school  buildings  were  repaired,  papered  and  painted. 
We  notice,  however,  that  in  several  districts  the  blackboards  are 
not  of  sufficient  surface  and  of  such  quality  as  to  insure  the  best 
results  from  their  use. 

During  the  year  three  new  buildings  were  erected,  besides  those 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  one  in  Lewis  township  is  a  one-room  brick 
building.  The  building  erected  in  Mount  Carmel  township  is  a 
frame  structure,  containing  two  rooms,  well  plannel,  well  lighted 
and  very  commodious. 

The  new  building  in  Trevorton  is  a  ten-room  pressed-brick  struc- 
ture, trimmed  with  brown  stone.  It  has  three  entrances,  one  mag- 
nificent one  in  front,  with  a  large  porch,  whose  roof  is  supported  by 
six  massive  columns  of  the  Ionic  stvle.     Each  room  has  its  own 
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cloak  room,  with  two  opouiugs  into  it,  one  from  the  room  and  one 
from  the  hall.  The  heating  and  ventilating  system  was  put  in  by 
the  B.  G.  Carpenter  Co.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  §30,(100.  It 
is  a  well-arranged  and  substantial  structure.  The  building  was 
dedicated  on  the  30th  day  of  May,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  and 
a  handsome  llag  presented  by  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  of  Trevorton,  was 
raised.  The  building  is  an  ornament  to  the  town  and  shows  a  pro- 
gressive spirit  on  the  part  of  the  directors  under  whose  supervision 
it  was  erected. 

{School  libraries  are  receiving  more  attention  each  year.  Quite 
a  number  of  country  schools  in  various  districts  have  established  a 
library  during  the  past  two  years.  All  of  them  contain  a  collection 
of  choice  books  on  literature.  We  have  reasons  to  believe  that  in 
a  few  years  most  of  our  schools  will  have  a  well-regulated  library. 
Teachers,  directors  and  parents  are  beginning  to  see  the  need  of 
books  outside  of  the  adopted  text  books. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house,  Sunbury,  De- 
cember 14  to  I'J,  inclusive,  and  is  generally  conceded  to  have  been 
one  of  the  best  educational  meetings  ever  held  in  the  county.  In- 
structors were  Dr.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  \V.  \V.  Stetson,  Dr.  Wm.  G. 
Ward  and  Prof.  L.  F.  Lyberger.  The  institute  was  a  success  in 
attendance,  interest  and  instruction. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  twice  during  the  year.  Its  first 
meeting,  held  during  institute  week,  was  especially  interesting. 
After  a  discussion  of  a  number  of  subjects  by  the  directors  them- 
selves, they  were  entertained  by  a  masterly  address  by  Dr.  Henry 
Houck. 

The  second  meeting  was  held  March  3,  in  the  court  house.  Sun- 
bury.  Inclement  as  the  weather  was,  the  sessions  were  well  at- 
tended. Besides  the  discussion  of  subjects  by  the  directors,  the 
convention  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  two  very  able  and  in- 
teresting addresses  by  Dr.  J.  Q.  Stewart,  Deputy  State  Superintend- 
ent, and  Hon.  F.  C.  Bowersox. 

It  is  with  deep  sorrow  and  regret  that  reference  is  made  to  the 
death  of  one  of  our  young  and  progressive  teachers,  Miss  Bertha 
Reitz,  of  Rebuck.  Her  Christian  character  exerted  ennobling  influ- 
ence in  her  school  and  among  those  with  whom  she  associated.  She 
was  greatly  loved  by  her  pupils  and  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances. 

In  the  deaths  of  J.  A.  Kreamer,  of  Pottsgrove,  and  Dr.  H.  W. 
Burg,  of  Northumberland,  both  school  directors  of  their  respective 
districts,  this  county  has  lost  two  distinguished  citizens  and  the 
cause  of  education  loyal  supporters  and  true  friends. 

To  all  who  helped  advance  the  educational  work  of  the  county 
during  the  year,  I  express  my  sincere  thanks. 
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I'EKRY  COUNTY— E.  H.  liryuor, 


The  year  just  closed  has  produced  no  radical  chauge  in  methods 
or  management  of  our  public  schools,  yet  there  seems  to  have  been 
a  steady  advancement,  and  our  schools,  as  a  whole,  have  done  fairly 
good  work.  It  has  been  a  year  of  honest,  painstaking  work  on  the 
part  of  teachers,  and  the  fruit  of  this  work  has  been  shown  by  the 
results  produced. 

School  sentiment  in  this  county  is  very  healthy.  The  large  num- 
bers in  attendance  at  the  county  institute,  the  continued  interest 
and  words  of  appreciation  of  the  various  district  institutes,  and  the 
general  attitude  of  the  many  toward  patrons'  day  are  evidences  of 
this. 

We  believe  that  patrons'  day  has  come  to  stay.  Its  keeping  has 
become  very  popular  with  both  people  and  pupils.  The  various 
schools  take  great  pride  in  presenting  an  interesting  and  enter- 
taining program  to  their  parents  and  friends. 

Some  boards  of  directors  are  not  as  careful  in  the  adoption  of 
school  books  as  they  should  be.  We  find  some  directors  who  are 
not  able  and  others  who  will  not  take  time  to  judge  the  worth  of 
a  book  and  adopt  it  on  its  merits,  but  very  often  the  agent  who 
has  the  "pull"  with  the  board,  or  the  one  who  may  be  able  to  make 
a  good  impression  upon  it,  will  succeed  in  having  his  books  adopted. 
Under  euch  circumstances  the  teacher  is  deprived  of  the  best  helps, 
simply  because  he  is  not  consulted,  or  his  opinion  set  aside,  by  the 
board  when  the  selection  of  books  is  taking  place.  We  demand 
better  teachers  and  better  teaching,  and  better  schools  in  every 
way,  and  yet  we  very  often  weaken  teachers  in  their  work  by  giving 
them  an  inferior  set  of  tools  with  which  to  do  that  work  when  the 
very  best  may  be  had  for  the  same  money. 

Our  principals  of  borough  schools  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
efiforts  of  co-operation  and  mutual  improvement.  The  meetings 
held  by  them  during  the  j^ear,  at  which  papers  on  various  school 
topics  were  presented  and  discussed,  were,  no  doubt,  a  source  of 
great  pleasure  and  profit  to  each  and  every  one  of  them,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  they  will  continue  these  meetings  during  the 
coming  year. 

I  wish  to  impress  upon  teachers,  particularly  those  in  the  country 
schools,  the  necessity  of  devoting  more  time  and  attention  to  the 
teaching  of  grammar  or  language.  Too  many  of  our  teachers  devote 
most  of  their  efforts  to  make  all  their  pupils  good  mathematicians, 
with  the  result  that  the  subject  of  grammar  is  neglected.  The  one 
is  just  as  essential  as  the  otlier.  t'aoh  in  its  own  way,  and  should  be 
given  careful  attention. 
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1  dosiie  to  locominc'iid  to  boards  of  directors  of  the  country  dis- 
tricts the  desirability  of  having  llieir  teacliers  is«ue  monthly  report 
cards.  This  would  give  parents  an  opportunity  of  at  least  getting 
an  idea  of  what  their  children  are  doing,  and  might  be  the  means 
of  having  the  children  do  better  work.  The  issuance  of  them  works 
well  in  the  borough  schools,  and  it  should  work  well  in  the  country 
schools  also. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  counsel  and  assistance,  and  to  the 
directors,  teachers  and  friends  of  our  school  system,  as  well  as 
to  the  newspapers  of  the  county  for  their  many  courtesies  to  me 
extended. 


PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  the  work  of  the  past  year, 
while  not  coming  up  to  our  expectations,  has  shown  marked  im- 
provement over  the  previous  3'ear.  Through  increased  interest 
manifested  by  the  teachers,  the  school-rooms  were  made  more  at- 
tractive and  the  work  was  made  more  interesting,  thus  securing  an 
increase  of  attendance  over  last  year.  These  results  are  due,  in 
a  large  measure  to  the  pursuance  of  a  coui'se  of  reading  required 
of  the  teachers  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  county. 

Several  districts  experienced  difficulty  in  securing  teachers,  which 
necessitated  the  holding  of  special  examinations  and  the  granting 
of  certificates  to  persons  who  would  otherwise  have  been  rejected. 
However,  some  of  these  did  fairly  good  work,  while  others  made 
complete  failures.  The  coming  year  we  look  for  a  change  in  these 
conditions  since,  in  point  of  wages,  we  will  be  on  equal- footing  with 
other  counties.  Heretofore  we  have  simply  been  training  teachers 
for  the  neighboring  counties.  Because  of  the  low  wages  paid,  ex- 
aminations had  to  bi'  made  comparatively  easy  in  order  to  secure  any- 
where near  our  quota  of  teachers.  These,  after  spending  two  or 
three  years  in  the  schoolroom  perfecting  their  scholarship  and 
securing  the  necessary  experience,  would  leave  for  more  profitable 
fields  of  labor. 

Many  books  have  been  added  to  public  school  libraries  throughout 
the  county  and  teachers  and  pu^tils  are  doing  more  comprehensive 
reading  than  ever  before.  This  is  most  gratifying  since  no  teacher 
can  develop  in  his  puj)i]s  a  taste  for  the  b<'st  literature  without  first 
becoming  acquainted  with  it  himself. 

Two  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  in  Lacka- 
waxen  dif^trict,  to  take  the  place  of  one  destroyed  by  fire  in  Sep- 
tember,   1!MIL\   and    11 ther   in   Milfonl   buroiigh.     The   latter  is  a 
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substantial  two-story  structure  of  blue  stone,  containing  six  recita- 
tion rooms,  a  directors'  room,  two  play  rooms,  toilets,  cloak  closets, 
etc.  It  will  be  heated  by  hot  air  and  equipped  with  modern  furni- 
ture throughout. 

Ten  public  and  eleven  special  examinations  were  held  during  the 
year,  at  which  7U  applicants  were  examined,  uG  of  whom  received 
provisional  certificates,  3  received  professional  certiticate«  (two  re- 
newals) and  11  were  rejected. 

The  first  examinations  in  the  county  for  public  school  diplomas 
were  held  April  9.  Twenty-eight  pupils  were  examined,  11  of  whom 
passed  satisfactorily  and  received  diplomas. 

The  county  teachers'  annual  institute  was  held  at  Milford,  Oc- 
tober 26-30.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible, 
Prof.  Frank  fcs.  Fox  and  I'rof.  Frank  Kohler.  Of  the  seventy-two 
teachers  then  teaching,  sixty-eight  were  in  attendance  during  the 
week,  the  four  remaining  ones  being  prevented  from  attending  on 
account  of  sickness. 

Our  first  county  directors'  association  convened  at  Milford,  De- 
cember 7-8.  Owing  to  a  misunderstanding  of  the  act  creating 
the  association  only  thirty  of  the  sixty-six  directors  in  the  county 
were  present.  Nevertheless,  the  meeting  w'as  full  of  interest  and 
lively  discussions  and  the  directors  went  away  fully  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  such  a  meeting. 

A  local  institute  was  held  at  Lackawaxen,  December  12,  and  de- 
spite the  inconvenience  of  travel  over  drifted  roads,  the  sessions 
were  well  attended  by  both  teachers  and  patrons.  Efforts  will  be 
made  the  coming  year  to  extend  the  work  of  these  institutes  to 
other  parts  of  the  county. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Department,  to 
the  teachers  and  patrons  and  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  their 
co-operation  in  our  educational  matters. 


POTTER  COUNTY— Otis  A.  Kilbourn. 


In  making  this,  my  fifth  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Potter 
county,  I  have  nothing  new  or  startling  to  record.  There  have  been 
no  important  changes  from  the  plans  of  previous  year  and  nothing 
extraordinary  accomplished  nor  attempted;  nevertheless,  a  careful 
review  of  the  work  of  the  year  shows  a  steady,  substantial  progress 
along  all  lines.  It  has  been  a  year  of  honest,  hard  work  on  the 
part  of  the  great  majority  of  teachers  and  the  results  are,  on  the 
whole,  most  gratifying.  There  are  good  indications  that  the  coming 
year  will  witness  even  more  rapid  advancement  than  has  the  past. 


No.  6.  POTTER  COUNTY.  126 

Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  are  enthusiastic  and  progressive. 
Though  many  of  them  hold  only  provisional  certificates  this  does 
not  always  mean  that  they  are  inferior  teachers.  In  nearly  every 
case  the  holders  of  low-grade  certificates  are  students,  working 
hard  to  get  through  a  normal  school  or  to  earn  a  professional  and, 
later,  a  permanent  certificate.  Cases  are  not  rare  in  which  these 
student-teachers  work  harder  and  get  better  results  than  some 
others  who  have  had  greater  advantages.  True,  we  still  have  a 
few  teachers  who  seem  content  to  go  on  jear  after  year  teaching 
on  provisional  certificates,  but  this  number  is  growing  less  each 
year.  Of  our  232  teachers,  126  had  made  special  preparation  for 
teaching  by  attending  a  State  Normal  school,  61  of  them  being 
normal  graduates.  In  every  district  of  the  county  except  one  at 
least  part  of  the  teachers  had  attended  a  State  Normal  school. 
Nearly  all  of  our  young  teachers  attend  school  during  the  spring 
or  summer.  At  the  present  time  there  are  more  Potter  county 
students  in  attendance  at  State  Normal  schools  than  ever  before. 

During  the  year  I  held  eleven  public  and  sixteen  special  examina- 
tions, at  which  238  applicants  were  examined.  Of  this  number,  86 
w^ere  rejected.  On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  teachers  it  was  neces- 
sary to  grant  special  certificates  to  a  number  of  applicants  who, 
under  other  circumstances,  would  have  been  rejected.  The  exami- 
nations for  the  completion  of  the  common  school  subjects  were 
held  on  April  30,  at  ten  different  places  in  the  county.  Fifty-four 
pupils  were  examined  and  twenty-three  county  diplomas  granted. 

All  the  schools  of  the  county  except  five  were  visited  once  and 
many  of  them  twice,  the  visits  varying  in  length  from  a  half  hour  to 
a  half  day. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  a  success  in  every  particular. 
The  instructors  were  Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart,  Dr.  Charles  Gray  Shaw, 
Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Miss  Lucile  M.  Hin- 
man  and  Prof.  C.  M.  Parker.  For  the  evening  sessions  we  had 
concerts  by  the  Ernest  Gamble  Recital  Company  and  the  Dunbar 
Company  Male  Quartette  and  Bell  Ringers,  a  lecture  by  Hon.  Wal- 
lace Bruce  and  an  entertainment  by  Miss  Maude  Willis,  assisted 
by  Miss  Lucile  M.  Hinman. 

Twelve  interesting  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year. 
They  were  well  attended  by  the  teachers  and  in  most  cases  by 
parents  as  well.  The  County  Teachers'  Association  met  in  Austin. 
February  21. 

The  first  annual  session  of  the  Potter  County  School  Directors' 
Association  under  the  act  of  April  21,  1003,  was  held  in  Coudcrs- 
port,  February  4  and  5.  There  were  sixty  directors  enrolled,  repre- 
senting twenty-four  of  the  thirty-one  districts  of  the  county.  The 
day  sessions  w'ere  devoted  to  addresses  and  discussions  by  directors 
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of  the  couuty  and  at  the  eveuiug  session  the  associatiou  was  ad- 
dressed by  Hon.  R.  M.  McNeal. 

New  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the  year  in  Allegany, 
Bingham,  Eulalia,  Harrison,  Stewardson,  Summit,  Ulysses  and 
West  Branch  townt<hips  and  Austin  borougli.  P>ery  school  room 
in  the  county  is  now  equipped  with  modern  patent  furniture,  the 
last  one  having  displaced  the  old-time  wooden  seats  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  year. 

On  the  night  of  February  11  the  township  high  school  building  at 
Harrison  Valley,  which  had  just  been  remodeled  and  enlarged  was 
burned  with  all  its  contents,  consisting  of  furniture,  text-books, 
apparatus,  etc.,  together  with  one  of  the  largest  and  best  school 
libraries  in  the  county.  The  building  was  heated  by  natural  gas 
and  the  fire  is  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  an  explosion  of  gas 
in  one  of  the  rooms.  The  building  and  contents  were  insured  for 
$3,400,  which  covers  about  one-half  the  loss.  The  school  board 
promptly  secured  the  use  of  several  vacant  rooms  in  different  jjarts 
of  the  village,  ordered  new  text-books  and  continued  the  school 
with  the  loss  of  only  one  week.  At  the  present  time  work  is  well 
under  way  on  a  fine  new  brick  building  on  a  more  desirable  site  than 
that  occupied  by  the  old  building. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— G.  W.  Weiss. 


The  twenty-third  annual  convention  of  the  Directors'  Association 
of  Schuylkill  county  was  held  on  Wednesday,  October  14,  1903,  in 
the  Centre  street  grammar  school  building,  at  Pottsville. 

The  presiding  officer,  Mr.  M.  J.  Byron,  of  Mahanoy  City,  delivered 
an  address,  in  which  he  touched  upon  the  responsibilities  and  duties 
of  school  directors.  After  the  address  of  Mr.  Byron,  Messrs.  Toole, 
Palmer  and  Muehlhof  were  appointed  a  committee  to  escort  State 
Superintendent  Schaeffer  and  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh  to  the  meeting. 

In  the  meantime,  the  directors  discussed  the  importance  of  paying 
better  wages  to  teachers.  Messrs.  Scherer,  McGurl,  Price,  Engle, 
Newlin  and  Byron  all  participated  in  the  discussion  that  followed. 

During  the  discussion  the  State  Superintendent  came  into  the  con- 
vention and  when  called  upon  spoke  at  some  length.  He  said  that 
he  wanted  the  Legislature  to  pass  the  bill  allowing  each  director 
two  dollars  ($2)  and  mileage  for  attending  conventions  of  directors, 
but  that  he  had  failed  in  his  effort.  He  asked  the  association  to 
take  action  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  to  inform  him  as  to  the 
sentiment  of  the  association.     He  also  dwelt  upon  the  importance 
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of  those  fuiulaiiieutal  studies,  roadinj:;,  writing  and  arithmetic,  too 
often  slighted  for  subjects  of  lese  practical  value. 

Dr.  Schaeffer  was  followed  by  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  professor 
of  the  English  language  and  literature  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  former  Commissioner  of  Education  for  Porto  Rico. 
Dr.  Brumbaugh  spoke  mainly  of  education  in  Porto  Rico,  although 
he  touched  upon  educational  matters  in  general  in  his  forceful  and 
entertaining  way.  ' 

The  following  officers  were  elected  by  acclamation  for  the  ensuing 
years:  President,  :Mr.  H.  C.  Engle,  Delano;  secretary,  W.  F.  Scherer, 
Pottsville;  treasurer,  G.  W.  Weiss,  Schuylkill  Haven. 

The  following  delegates  to  the  State  Directors'  Association  were 
chosen:  Messrs.  Hummel,  Scott,  Kaercher,  T^ib  and  Byron.  Alter- 
nates: Messrs.  Palmer,  Toole,  Moody,  Dengler  and  Smith. 

The  following  were  elected  members  of  the  executive  committee: 
Dr.  B.  C.  Guldin,  Mr.  H.  E.  Schaeller,  Mr.  Geo.  C.  Diefenderfer,  Dr. 
Peter  K.  Filbert  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Williams.  The  executive  committee 
was  instructed  to  make  inquiry  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  association  on  the  feeling  of  the  directors  of  the  county  in  the 
matter  of  asking  members  of  the  Legislature  to  support  a  bill  for 
an  allowance  of  two  dollars  per  day  and  mileage  to  directors  at- 
tending the  meetings  of  the  Directors'  Association,  and  to  fix  a  time 
other  than  institute  week  for  holding  such  meetings. 

On  May  24,  11)04,  another  meeting  was  called  in  accordance  to 
law  in  Centennial  Hall,  Pottsville.  The  president  of  the  associa- 
tion, Mr.  n.  C.  Engle,  was  unavoidably  absent  because  of  illness. 
The  convention  was  opened,  however,  at  the  time  set  and  Dr.  C. 
Lenker  was  called  to  the  chair  to  preside. 

"Public  School  Libraries"  was  the  subject  of  a  carefully  pre- 
pared paper  by  Mr.  H.  E.  Schaelfer,  of  Delano.  The  discussion 
which  followed,  in  which  a  number  of  the  directors  took  part,  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Chas.  J.  Price,  of  Llewellyn.  Supt.  J.  M.  Cough lin 
then  spoke  on  "Laws  that  Should  Receive  Special  Attention.'' 

At  the  afternoon  session  Dr.  E.  F.  Philips,  of  Tower  City,  read  a 
paper  on  the  subject,  "Should  Directors  be  Paid  for  Attendance  at 
Directors'  Association  Meetings?''  Discussion  was  opened  by  Hon. 
Edw.  Hummel.  Pine  Grove.  Both  speakers  favored  the  plan  of  pay- 
ing the  directors  for  attendance.  ^Messrs.  Lenker,  Nolan.  Scherer 
and  many  other  members  of  the  association  took  part  in  the  discus- 
sion of  this  question,  some  favoring  the  phiTi  of  paying  directors  for 
attendance,  olhers  oj^posing  it.  The  plan  of  paying  directors  for 
attendance  was  ajtproved  by  a  vote  of  three  to  one  by  the  associa- 
tion. 

It  was  again  the  good  foitune.  as  well  as  a  i)leasure.  for  the  mem- 
bei's  of  the  ass<)ciati(Hi  to  have  Dr.  Schaeff«^r  present  at  the  meeting. 
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That  his  address  was  practical  and  well  received  goes  without  say- 
ing. Mr.  Coughlin,  of  \\ilkes-BaiTe,  then  spoke  on  "Co-operation  of 
Educational  Factors." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  B.  C.  Guldin,  the  oflBcers  were  re-elected  by  ac- 
clamation for  the  ensuing  year. 

Both  of  these  meetings  were  of  great  practical  value  to  those  in 
attendance. 

Three  new  school  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  past  year 
by  the  directors  of  the  following  districts:  North  (Ind.),  Eahn  (town- 
ship) and  Rush   (township). 

North  district  built  a  one-story  frame  building,  30x40  feet,  ceil- 
ing 12  feet,  main  room  inside  28^  by  SH  feet.  There  are  two  clothes 
closets,  one  G  by  6  feet,  the  other  6  by  W\  feet.  Inside  the  building 
is  wainscoted  4^  feet  high.  The  building  has  eight  windows,  four 
on  each  of  two  sides.  It  has  a  large  cellar,  with  a  stairway  inside 
hading  to  the  main  floor.  Provision  has  been  made  for  a  heater  in 
the  cellar.  The  building  is  surmounted  with  a  cupola  containing  a 
bell.  It  is  splendidly  equipped  with  slate  surface  and  jiatent  desks, 
and  is  both  ornamental  and  convenient,  reflecting  credit  upon  the 
directors  of  the  district. 

The  directors  of  Rahn  township  rebuilt  one  of  the  school  build- 
ings. The  new  structure  is  a  frame  building,  20x2.o  feet,  ceiling 
11  feet.  The  wainscoting  inside  is  3^  feet  high.  The  building  is 
supplied  with  slate  surface  and  furnished  with  patent  desks.  It  is 
a  neat,  substantial  structure,  and  it  bespeaks  praise  for  the  direct- 
ors. 

Rush  township  built  a  one-story  frame  building,  24x36  feet,  ceil- 
ing 12  feet.  It  has  a  vestibule,  6x6  feet,  two  cloak  rooms,  each 
6x8  feet,  six  windows  on  two  sides  of  the  building,  and  a  fine  porch. 
The  cellar  underneath  the  building  contains  a  good-sized  heater. 
The  building  is,  in  short,  substantial  and  well-planned,  a  testimonial 
of  the  good  sense  of  the  directors. 

We  commend  and  congratulate  the  directors  of  the  various  dis- 
tricts in  which  new  buildings  have  been  erected. 

Apparatus  was  purchased  in  the  following  districts:  Blythe  town- 
ship, six  maps  of  Pennsylvania  and  five  slate  maps;  Branch,  one 
reading  chart  and  one  dictionary;  North  West  Brunswick  put  a 
heater  in  the  cellar;  Butler,  one  dictionary  and  improved  the 
grounds  and  fences  of  buildings,  expending  Sl,400;  Cressona,  a  new 
piano  for  the  high  school,  and  131  books  for  libraries  in  schools 
below  the  high  school;  Frailey,  a  new  piano  for  the  high  school; 
Gilberton,  five  maps  of  Pennsylvania  and  five  slate  maps;  Girard- 
ville.  three  maps  of  Pennsylvania,  and  three  slate  maps;  Hegins, 
two  globes  and  forty-four  volumes  for  the  high  school  at  Hegins; 
Hubley,  one  reading  chart;  McKeansburg,  put  a  new  cupola  on  the 
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school  building;  South  Mauheim,  seven  dictionarit^;  Middleport, 
map  of  Pennsylvania;  ^linersville,  new  piano  for  high  school;  New 
Philadelphia,  two  maps  of  Pennsylvania;  North,  slate  surface  for 
one  room;  Norwegian,  three  maps  of  Pennsylvania,  three  slate 
maps  and  patent  desks  for  one  room;  Palo  Alto,  one  globe,  two  maps 
of  Pennsylvania,  two  sets  of  slate  maps,  two  sets  Johnson's  maps 
and  one  chart;  West  Penn,  two  globes;  Pine  Grove  borough,  two 
maps  of  Schuylkill  county;  West  Pine  Grove,  two  maps  of  Schuyl- 
kill county;  Kahn.  six  maps  of  Pennsylvania  and  six  sets  of  slated 
maps;  St.  Clair,  a  map  of  Pennsylvania;  Tower  City,  apparatus  for 
scientific  experiments;  Tremont  township,  three  sets  of  outline 
maps  and  one  map  of  Pennsylvania;  Union,  slate  surface  for  six 
rooms  and  patent  desks  for  one  room;  East  Union,  one  dictionary; 
Washington,  twelve  maps  of  Schuylkill  county;  Yorkville,  one  map 
of  Pennsylvania  and  one  set  of  slate  maps. 

Blythe  township  improved  its  school  property  by  remodeling  two 
rooms  in  one  building. 

Libraries  in  the  following  districts  have  the  following  numbers 
of  books:  Auburn.  103  volumes;  Branch,  150  volumes;  Cressona 
libraries,  G31  volumes;  Delano,  800  volumes;  Frackville,  800  vol- 
umes; Frailey,  600  volumes;  Gilberton,  three  libraries,  410  volumes; 
Girardville.  545  volumes;  Hegins,  200  volumes;  Kline,  three  li- 
braries, 90  volumes;  McAdoo,  100  volumes;  Minersville,  1.200  vol- 
umes; Orwigsbnrg,  500  volumes;  Pine  Grove  borough,  1,200  volumes; 
Port  Carbon,  250  volumes;  Port  Clinton,  235  volumes;  Rahn,  four 
libraries,  G20  volumes;  Reilly,  four  libraries,  235  volumes;  Rush, 
two  libraries,  53  volumes;  St.  Clair,  125  volumes;  Schuylkill  Haven, 
500  volumes;  Tower  City,  442  volumes;  Tremont  borough,  GOO  vol- 
umes; Tremont  township,  three  libraries,  750  volumes;  Union,  224 
volumes;  East  I'uion,  six  libraries,  4G7  volumes;  North  Union,  25 
volumes;  Yorkville,  50  volumes.  There  are  fifty  public  school  li- 
braries in  the  county,  containing,  all  told,  11,915  books. 

Every  public  school,  even  in  the  country  districts,  should  have  a 
school  library. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  Academy  of 
Music,  at  Pottsville,  October  12  to  16,  inclusive.  1903.  Instruction 
was  given  during  the  day  sessions  by  Dr.  N.  C.  SchaelTer.  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh.  Dr. 
•S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  A.  C.  Rothermel,  Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  Dr.  George  E. 
Little.  Dr.  Chas.  C.  Boyer  and  Prof.  Jere  March.  Senor  Ramon 
Rayes  Lala  delivered  a  lecture  on  "The  Philippines  and  Their 
People,"  and  musical  entertainments  were  given  by  Rogers-Grillev, 
Ovide  ^fusin  Concert  Coni]>any  and  the  Banda  Rossa  of  Italy. 

A  local  institute  was  held  at  Pine  Grove.  Deputy  State  Super- 
intendent Henry  Houck  and  Prof.  A.  C.  Rothermel.  principal  of 
9—6—1904 
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Keystone  State  Normal  School,  delivered  eveniug  lectures  and  also 
gave  instruction  during  the  day  sessions.  Teachers  and  pupils 
favored  the  institute  with  class  drills,  recitations,  special  drills, 
essays  and  talks  on  methods  of  teaching,  all  of  which  were  of  a 
high  order  of  excellence.  Local  talent  furnished  exceptionally 
good  music  at  the  evening  sessions.  The  exhibit  of  school  work  de- 
serves mention  and  commendation.  The  meeting  was  well  attended. 
With  many  thanks  for  courtesies  and  assistance  cheerfully  rend- 
ered by  teachers  and  directors,  for  the  interest  shown  in  popular 
education  by  the  public  press  of  the  county  and  for  information  and 
assistance  given  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  this  re- 
port is  respectfully  submitted. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— Geo.  W.  Walborn. 


I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  steady  growth  of  public  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  advancement,  the  united  efforts  of  teachers, 
patrons,  directors,  and  the  general  public  are  encouraging  evidence 
that  our  schools  are  in  a  healthy  progressive  condition. 

The  teachers'  minimum  salary  bill  is  already  showing  evidences 
of  good  effect.  ISIany  of  our  teachers  are  taking  time  by  the  fore- 
lock, and  are  attending  State  normal  schools  and  colleges  to  pre- 
pare themselves  for  the  higher  qualifications  which  ought  neces- 
sarily to  go  hand  in  hand  with  an  increase  of  salary. 

The  Free  County  Normal,  conducted  for  many  years  in  this 
county,  has  been  discontinued.  The  heart  contact  of  superintend- 
ent and  teachers  in  this  school  for  four  or  five  weeks  annually,  has 
doubtless  been  productive  of  good,  but  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
its  weak  points  far  outweigh  its  virtues.  In  these  normals  the  com- 
mon branches  were  reviewed  year  after  year.  Many  teachers  re- 
garded their  attendance  at  these  sessions  a  sufficient  reason  for 
being  retained  in  the  profession. 

The  time  has  come  when  teachers  must  know  more  than  simply 
the  branches  they  are  required  by  law  to  teach.  Since  the  county 
normal  has  been  discontinued,  our  teachers  attend  the  Freeburg 
Academy,  Susquehanna  University  and  State  normal  schools.  This 
gives  them  the  advantage  of  longer  terms,  better  facilities,  and  an 
opportunity  of  pursuing  higher  branches.  During  this  spring  I 
have  conducted  reviews  and  delivered  lectures  at  the  Freeburg 
Academy  and  Susquehanna  University,  where  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  teachers  and  prospective  teachers  were  in  attendance. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Middleburg, 
Nov.  80  to  Dec.  4.       Following  is  the  list  of  instructors:       Prof. 
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Chas.  H.  Albert,  Dr.  Lee  Francis  Lybarger,  Wm.  K.  Bastian,  Esq., 
Prof.  William  Noetling,  Dr.  J.  I.  Woodruff,  Dr.  Paul  E.  Peck,  Prof. 
Charles  Fisher  and  Prof.  Paul  Billhardt. 

The  county  institute  is  the  educational  event  of  the  year  in  our 
county.  During  all  the  sessions  both  day  and  evening  we  had  a 
crowded  house.  The  only  thing  to  be  regretted  is  that  we  do  not 
have  a  larger  hall  in  which  to  hold  our  sessions,  so  as  to  accommo- 
date all  our  patrons  who  are  anxious  to  partake  of  the  annual  educa- 
tional feasts. 

A  number  of  joint  institutes  and  teachers  meetings  were  held  in 
vaiious  parts  of  the  county  during  the  year.  All  of  these  meetings 
were  well  attended  and  the  teachers  generally  have  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  work. 

The  County  Association  of  School  Directors  met  at  Middleburg, 
Jan.  7,  and  had  a  day  and  evening  session.  Of  the  one  hundred  and 
eight  directors  in  the  county,  seventy-three  were  present.  The 
plan  of  having  a  directors  meeting  besides  their  meeting  at  the 
teachers'  institute  is  a  good  one.  Much  interest  was  manifested  in 
this  meeting  and  some  of  its  good  was  soon  manifest  by  way  of  pay- 
ing proper  attention  to  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  which  at 
once  resulted  in  better  attendance  in  our  schools.  This  convention 
agreed  unanimously  to  have  a  uniform  graded  course  of  study  for 
our  country  schools.  The  Illinois  course,  with  some  modifications, 
has  been  agreed  upon. 

With  the  unqualified  su])port  of  teachers  and  directors  we  have 
reason  to  look  hopefully  into  the  future.  With  the  benefit  of  what 
experience  has  taught  us  we  hope  to  be  able  to  bring  our  schools  to 
a  higher  state  of  efficiency  each  year. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY— D.  W.  Seibert. 

To  say  that  the  schools  of  the  county  were  improved  in  a  pi'rma- 
nent  way  during  the  last  year  would  imply  that  a  number  of  knotty 
problems  were  solved.  One  of  the  foremost  of  which  is  the  proper 
appreciation  of  the  value  of  mental  training  and  the  unifying  of 
the  great  diversity  of  means  for  attaining  it,  which  exists  in  the 
minds  of  the  different  citizens  of  the  communities.  For  every  school 
district  has,  what  might  be  called,  a  system  of  education  composed 
of  certain  ideas  regarding  the  government  and  instruction  of  the 
school  that  is  distinctively  its  own.  These  customs  are  so  strongly 
fixed  in  the  minds  of  the  people  and  so  ardently  defended  that  the 
teacher  has  a  difficult  probh'm  to  solve  when  he  attempts  to  over- 
throw their  customs  by  new  plans. 
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While  there  have  been  many  hinderances  we  can  report  the  past 
year  as  one  of  progress  in  the  schools  of  Somerset  county.       In 
many  districts  a  higher  degree  of  enthusiasm  was  manifested.     This 
made  the  work  of  the  teachers  and  pupils  a  greater  pleasure  and  es- 
tablished a  more  intimate  co-operation  between  the  schools  and  the 
homes.     The  increasing  interest  by  the  people  in  the  advancement 
of  their  children  is  a  highly  commendable  feature  in  the  improve- 
ment of  our  schools,  and  it  is  evidence  of  the  educational  growth  of 
the  communities.     This  spirit  has  been  awakened  largely  by  the  fact 
that  many  of  our  best  teachers,  those  of  tact,  ability  and  practical 
scholarship,  were  leaving  the  schools  for  more  remunerative  em- 
ployment which  fact  necessitated  the  hiring  of  an  inferior  grade  of 
teachers  to  finish  the  unexpired  terms.     The  schools  of  course  suf- 
fered as  a  consequence  and  a  deeper  interest  Avas  at  once  taken  by 
the  patrons  and  directors.     Since  a  want  must  be  sincerely  felt  be- 
fore any  heroic  effort  will  be  put  forth  to  supply  it,  this  great  want 
drew  the  home  and  the  school  into  a  more  intimate  friendship,  and 
from  it  grew  an  educational  spirit  that  broadened  until  its  influence 
beautified  school  grounds,  built  new  houses,  painted  rooms,  placed 
flags  on  buildings,  established  school  libraries  and  raised  the  stand- 
ard of  teaching,  as  well  as  the  salaries  of  teachers.     It  is  gratifying 
to  notice  this  progress  and  yet  it  is  easily  observed  that  the  elements 
of  continued  success  in  public  educational  efforts  demand  greater 
sacrifice  from  all  factors.     To  obtain  a  reasonable  degree  of  excel- 
lence in  public  school  work  requires  the  co-operation  of  all  interests 
for  the  one  great  end — the  educating  and  training  of  the  child. 
There  are  so  many  causes  that  may  comprise  to  retard  the  advance- 
ment of  our  schools.      Many  people  are  willing  and  helpful  in  the 
cause  of  education,  but  there  are  also  many  who  are  careless  and, 
therefore,  are  a  hinderance  in  the  path  of  progress.       The  more 
liberal  portion  of  a  school  district  usually  see  the  need  of  improve- 
ment and  advocate  changes  that  are  beneficial  but  the  majority  are 
slow  in  changing  their  modes  of  thought  and  action.     Conservatism 
which  ought  to  prevent  retrogression  sometimes  makes  progress  im- 
possible. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  are  as  a  rule  energetic  and  progressive. 
Many  are  employing  all  available  means  to  further  fit  themselves 
for  their  work.  Nearly  all  are  subscribers  to  one  or  more  educa- 
tional publications  and  three-fourths  of  them  are  now  in  attendance 
at  State  normals,  colleges  and  selected  schools.  Many  of  them 
have  devoted  years  of  patient  and  successful  toil  in  the  practice  of 
teaching  and  have  thereby  equipped  themselves  with  a  helpful  expe- 
rience. The  schools  which  were  given  in  charge  of  conscientious 
and  competent  teachers  realized  entirely  the  anticipations  of  good 
results.    It  is  discouraging  to  know  that  there  are  still  some  who 
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think  that,  since  a  teacher  is  in  the  school  room  oulj  seven  hours 
of  the  day  he  ought  to  work  for  less  wages  than  he  can  earn  at 
manual  labor.  Such  compensation  is  surely  not  sufficient  to  pro- 
voke professional  enthusiasm.  We  note  with  pleasure  that  an  ad- 
vance in  wages  was  paid  by  nearly  all  the  districts  of  the  county. 
^^'hile  our  teachers  as  a  class  are  becoming  better  equipped  for  their 
work,  there  are  many  teachers  who  probably  on  account  of  age  and 
inexperience  are  not  qualified  to  train  the  minds  of  children  en- 
trusted to  their  care.  It  is  not  an  infrequent  occurrence  to  find 
teachers  lacking  in  practical  scholarship,  even  though  they  have 
taken  a  rigid  examination  and  are  legally  qualified  to  teach.  It  is 
also  true  that  these  are  not  always  found  among  our  provisional 
class  of  teachers  but  too  frequently  among  those  holding  diplomas. 
It  is  sometimes  found  that  a  teacher  is  selected  with  nothing  more 
in  his  favor  than  the  mere  fact  that  he  has  taught  many  terms.  It 
may  be  found  in  such  instances  that  the  teacher  has  had  what  might, 
for  want  of. better  expression,  be  called  too  much  experience.  It, 
therefore,  is  highly  important  that  all  school  boards,  as  some  of  our 
boards  do,  employ  experienced  teachers  of  known  success  and  en- 
deavor to  keep  the  good  teachers  in  the  schools  as  long  as  possible. 

During  the  year  substantial  improvements  were  made  by  way  of 
building.  Windber  built  a  fine  brick  building.  It  is  built  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  best  sanitary  regulations,  equipped  with  an  ap- 
proved system  of  ventilation,  provided  with  slate  boards  and  library 
cases,  and  is  elegantly  furnished  throughout.  This  school  building 
being  externally  beautiful  and  an  ornament  to  the  town  is  internally 
neat,  attractive  and  comfortable,  making  learning  as  easy  and  de- 
lightful as  it  can  be  made  by  conveniences  of  the  school  building. 
Great  credit  is  due  to  the  directors  for  the  construction  of  this  hand- 
some and  commodious  building.  Seven  additional  school  houses 
were  erected  during  the  year.  These  were  all  well  built  and  sup- 
plied with  suitable  furniture  and  some  with  furnaces  instead  of  heat- 
ing stoves  which  are  common  in  our  school  houses. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  at  Somerset  during  the  week  of 
Nov.  16-20.  With  such  able  instructors  as  Dr.  Henry  R.  Patten- 
gill,  Dr.  Albert  A.  Wright,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  John  Q.  Stewart,  Dr.  A.  Buun  Van  Ormer,  Prof.  Orville 
II.  Yetter  and  Miss  Gertrude  Clark  along  with  the  unanimous  sup- 
port of  the  good  people  of  Somerset  we  could  have  nothing  but  a 
first  class  institute.  The  attendance  of  teachers,  directors  and 
friends  of  popular  education  was  unusually  large.  The  lectures,  en- 
tertainments and  addresses  throughout  wore  of  the  most  inspiring 
and  helpful  kind. 

The  fourti'enth  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors'  county 
association,  which  was   the  first  under  the  new   law  establishing 
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school  directors'  associations,  was  held  at  Somerset,  February  3d 
and  4th.  The  attendance  by  directors  was  probably  larger  than  at 
any  previous  convention?  Topics  bearing  directly  upon  the  duties 
of  directors  were  discussed  with  an  earnestness  indicative  of  great 
enthusiasm  in  the  success  of  the  public  schools. 

In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  State  Department  for  help  and  advice  so  promptly  given,  to 
the  teachers,  directors  and  people  for  their  sj^upathy  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  cause  of  education,  and  to  the  county  press  for  the  kind- 
ness in  publishing  all  matter  pertaining  to  the  advancement  of 
school  interests. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY—  M.  R.  Black. 


In  looking  back  over  the  year's  work,  I  can  say  for  the  teachers, 
for  the  pupils,  for  the  directors,  and  for  the  patrons,  that  they  as  a 
whole  deserve  much  credit  for  the  work  done  in  our  schools  during 
the  3'ear  just  ended.  Some  did  not  take  as  much  interest  in  their 
part  of  the  work  as  they  should  have  done,  yet  in  summing  up  the 
work  of  the  whole  county  we  believe  that  this  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  years  in  school  woik  which  we  have  ever  had. 

The  usual  annual  summer  school  was  held  at  Dushore  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August.  The  term  consisted  of  four  weeks. 
Eighty  students  were  enrolled,  among  whom  were  some  of  our  most 
progressive  teachers.  We  were  assisted  in  the  work  of  this  school 
by  Prof.  J.  George  Becht  of  West  Chester  State  Normal  School,  Prof. 
E.  F.  Hill,  of  Hughesville,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  J.  E.  R.  Killgore,  of  Du- 
shore. This  school  enables  the  teachers  and  prospective  teachers 
of  the  county,  at  practically  no  cost  to  rehearse  the  English  bran- 
ches, to  qualify  themselves  in  the  elementary  principles  of  peda- 
gogy, and  learn  the  essentials  of  school  management.  To  this  may 
be  added  that  they  were  under  daily  instruction  by  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  county  who  could  instill  into  their  minds  the  things 
which  he  considered  the  great  needs  of  the  schools. 

Six  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year.  These  meetings 
were  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons. 

Th  annual  institute  was  held  at  Dushore  during  the  week  com- 
mencing Dec.  27.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas 
Smith,  of  Mansfield  State  Normal  School,  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Chubb,  of 
Athens,  Ohio,  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Prof.  Gordon 
Saxon,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  Prof.  I.  D.  Gresh  (Musical  Direc- 
tor), of  Milton,  Pa.  Lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Chubb,  of 
Athens.  Ohio,  and  Dr.  W.  Quay  Rosselle,  of  Williamsport,  Pa.  En- 
tertainments were  given  by  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  Dramatic  Association,  of 
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Dualioi-e,  Pa.,  aud  the  Eiupiie  Coucert  Compau^,  of  S^ratuse,  N.  V. 
The  teachers  were  all  present  except  three.  The  institute  was  pro- 
nounced by  all  in  attendance  as  one  of  the  most  successful  meetings 
of  the  kind  ever  held  in  the  county. 

In  conclusion,  I  thank  the  Department,  the  press  and  others  who 
assisted  me  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Chas.  E.  Moxley. 


Another  school  year  has  closed  and  it  marks  another  period  of 
time.  At  its  close  a  now  year  has  begun,  the  old  has  passed  into 
history,  the  new  before  us  full  of  new  hopes  and  anticipations  for  a 
prosperous  year. 

In  submitting  to  you  a  written  summary  of  the  work  accomplished 
in  the  twelve  mouths  since  last  report,  I  can  see  but  little  out  of 
the  ordinary  to  write. 

About  the  usual  amount  of  work  accomplisshed,  the  usual  interest 
shown  in  all  educational  mattei-s  tliat  has  marked  the  previous  years 
of  my  superintendency. 

One  year  is  too  short  to  notice  any  marked  advance  or  retrogi'os- 
siou  in  school  work,  but  Avheu  we  compare  the  work  of  a  few  years 
ago  with  the  present,  we  have  everything  to  make  us  feel  encouraged. 
Public  sentiment,  bc^ttcr  teachers  better  prepared,  the  general 
equipment  of  school  rooms  and  surroundings  nincli  iin])roved  in 
the  last  few  years. 

Within  a  few  years  there  has  been  organized  and  are  now  in 
operation  three  township  high  schools.  Many  of  the  smaller  rural 
schools  have  been  closed  and  pupils  have  better  opportunities  for 
education  in  gi'aded  or  liigh  schools  of  the  county. 

We  can  not  recommend  too  highly  the  township  high  school  j)lan, 
or  if  not  able  to  reach  the  standing  of  a  high  school,  consolidating 
ill  graded  schools,  and  the  transportation  of  pupils  where  necessary 
at  i)ublic  expense.  So  far  as  the  plan  has  be<'n  in  operation  in  our 
co\inty,  it  has  met  with  general  approval. 

The  law  passed  recently  making  the  minimum  salary  to  teachers 
$=.'>.■)  has  not  met  with  popular  favor  and  has  comix^lled  the  directors 
of  several  districts  to  economize  in  every  possible  way  and  to  in- 
crease the  tax  levy  to  the  luaximuni.  It  will  be  necessary  for  sev- 
eral school  districts  to  riduce  the  school  term  to  six  or  six  and  a 
half  months — that  is  the  maximum  amount  of  tax  levy,  plus  State 
appropriation  will  not  be  sulhcieut  to  maintain  the  schools  the 
luininium  school  term.  This  will  in  part  be  recompensed  by  the 
selection  of  better  teachers,  while  thev  mav  loose  in  the  full  amounl 
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of  time,  they  may  be  the  gainers  iu  the  end  by  having  teachers  who 
can  accomplish  more  for  the  pupils  in  six  months  than  others  can  do 
in  seven  months  or  even  more.  It  is  not  always  so  much  the 
amount  of  time  a  pupil  spends  in  school  as  the  use  he  makes  of  that 
time  under  the  direction  of  a  skillful  teacher.  We  have  every  reason 
to  feel  that  the  law  above  referred  to  will  in  the  end  prove  a  great 
benefit  to  our  educational  interests.  A  little  time  must  be  given 
to  readjust  matters,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  the  financial  in- 
terests of  the  district  and  that  of  the  educational  interests,  in  point 
of  securing  better  teachers. 

Township  high  schools  above  referred  to  have  been  organized  in 
Herrick,  Brooklyn  and  Harford  and  all  doing  good  work  and  giving 
satisfaction  to  the  patrons  of  the  township. 

The  greatest  obstacle  directors  meet  is  the  transportation  of 
pupils.  The  consolidation  of  schools  into  township  high  schools  or 
central  graded  schools  is  forcing  itself  to  the  attention  of  the  people. 
It  takes  time  for  the  patrons  to  realize  its  ultimate  benefit,  but  will 
be  realized  fully  in  time.  Our  people  are  conservative  and  some- 
times slow  to  take  up  any  new  plan,  yet  when  its  benefits  are  realized 
are  loyal  to  its  successful  adoption. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  in  Montrose  during  week  of  Oct. 
19,  with  the  following  instructors  and  entertainers:  Dr.  William  G. 
Ward,  Boston,  Mass.;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Chicago,  111.;  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp, 
East  Stroudsburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Mansfield,  Pa.; 
Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Hunt,  Boston, 
Mass.;  Monday  Evening — Lecture,  Hon.  Geo.  R.  Wendling,  Subject, 
"The  Man  of  Galilee;''  Tuesday  Evening — Concert,  ''The  Chicago 
Ladies*  Entertainers;''  Wednesday  Evening — Lecture,  Dr.  Edw.  T. 
Hagerman,  Subject,  **The  world  We  Live  In;"  Thursday  Evening — 
Concert,  Ovid  Musin  Concert  Co. 

The  Teachers'  Association  held  its  usual  two  meetings.  The  fall 
or  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Thompson  in  September.  The  mid- 
winter meeting  was  held  in  Forest  City.  Both  well  attended  and  in- 
teresting. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  county  school  directors  was  held  in 
Montrose,  Jan.  23.  The  day  proved  to  be  one  of  the  worst  during 
the  winter;  roads  almost  impassable;  notwithstanding  this  there  was, 
present  a  fair  representation  of  directors.  It  was  voted  to  hold  the 
next  meeting  in  the  month  of  Nov.  The  following  officers  were 
elected  to  serve  the  Association:  President,  M.  W.  Palmer,  Brook- 
lyn; Vice  President,  John  J.  Callahan,  Susquehanna;  Sectary,  D.  A. 
Litsworth,  Montrose;  Treasurer,  F.  A.  Barron,  South  Monti'ose;  Dele- 
gates to  State  Convention,  E.  M.  Watson,  Harford,  and  T.  C.  McCor- 
mick,  Forest   City.      The   next   association   meeting  has   been   ap- 
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pointed  to  be  held  Nov.  11  at  Montrose.  We  truly  believe  these 
iiieetings  will  prove  a  great  benefit  to  the  school  interests  of  our 
State. 

We  are  saddened  to  announce  the  death  of  our  life-long  friend, 
Ex-County  Superintendent  U.  B.  Gillett,  who  died  at  his  late  home 
in  New  Milford,  Suaday,  December  27.  He  had  been  in  poor  health 
for  several  weeks,  but  few  outside  of  his  near  friends  and  relatives 
were  aware  he  was  in  so  serious  a  condition.  His  death  removes  a 
well  known  and  well  liked  man.  His  birth,  early  education,  and 
most  of  his  long  career  as  a  teacher  were  within  the  county.  His 
election  to  the  superintendency  of  schools  was  a  well  earned  and  de- 
served promotion  from  the  ranks  of  a  successful  teacher  to  one  of 
larger  influence  and  responsibility  whose  duties  he  well  and  ably  dis- 
charged for  nine  years.  During  those  years  he  exerted  a  potent  in- 
fluence among  the  teachers  and  pupils. 

His  kindly  presence,  fatherly  advice  and  sympathetic  encourage- 
ment is  the  legacy  he  left  in  the  memory  of  many  a  pupil  and  teacher; 
his  influence  was  always  good;  his  scholarly  attainments,  his  gentle- 
manly dignity,  his  fearless  championship  for  what  he  thought  was 
right,  won  for  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all.  Prof.  Gillett 
will  long  be  remembered,  and  his  influence  be  felt  in  ever  widening 
circles  as  the  years  pass  away. 

The  sympathy  of  the  teachers  go  out  to  the  widow  who  shared 
with  him  in  all  his  plans  and  labors. 

The  next  county  institute  will  take  suitable  action. 

In  justice  to  myself,  I  should  say,  I  was  prevented  from  school 
visitation  to  a  great  extent  on  account  of  a  somewhat  serious  illness, 
it  being  of  a  such  a  nature  as  to  prevent  traveling  during  the  cold, 
bleak  weather  of  January  and  February;  consequently  many  schools 
were  unvisited.  The  severe  winter,  the  worst  known  in  this  section 
in  years,  resulted  in  poorer  attendance  in  our  rural  schools.  The 
intense  cold  and  bad  roads  compelled  the  children  of  younger  years 
to  remain  at  home.  In  conclusion,  I  owe  ray  thanks  to  the  press  of 
the  county  for  loyal  support  of  every  educational  movement.  To 
the  directors  and  teachers  for  hearty  co-o^ieration  in  the  educational 
work  and  from  whom  I  have  received  many  valuable  suggestions, 
and  to  the  Department  for  prompt  and  cheerful  help  to  any  appeal 
made.  I  look  forward  to  another  year  with  renewed  energy  and  feel 
that  we  were  never  in  better  condition  to  do  successful  work  than 
now. 


TIOGA  COUNTY— W.  I?.  Longstreet. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  hard  work.       Everybody  has  been 
working  and  i-esults  have  been  verv  gratifving.     School  officers  have 
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beeu  active  aud  the  Irachers,  as  a  whole,  have  uevei-  doue  better. 
The  books  adopted  by  the  Reading  Circle  Committee  have  been  gen- 
erally read,  our  educational  meetings  have  been  well  attended, 
aud  other  evidences  of  progress  of  our  teachers  have  been  very 
manifest.  The  children  too  seemed  to  catch  the  spirit  so  much  in 
evidence,  for,  considering  the  extremely  severe  winter,  the  attend- 
ance was  never  better. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  in  Wellsboro,  Nov.  4-8,  inclusive. 
Tlie  instructors  were  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith,  Mansfield  State  Normal 
School,,  Dr.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  Dr.  Pres- 
ton W.  Search,  Worcester,  Mass.,  Mrs.  Mary  Hunt,  Boston,  Mass., 
Profs.  H.  E.  Cogswell  and  William  Day  Crockett,  Mansfield  Normal. 
Miss  Louie  B.  Taylor  was  our  regular  entertainer. 

Our  evening  attractions  Avere  as  follows :  Monday,  Rogers  Grilley 
Comi)any;  Tuesday,  Rev.  Frank  Dixon;  Wednesday,  Maro,  the  Magi- 
cian; Thursday,  Mrs.  Maude  Ballington  Booth.  With  such  a  list  of 
names,  comment  upon  the  quality  of  the  work  of  the  institute,  or  the 
character  of  the  attractions  seems  entirely  unnecessary.  The  at- 
tendance was  unusually  large  both  day  and  evening.  The  Audi- 
torium, seating  a  thousand  people,  was  taxed  to  its  full  capacity  at 
several  sessions — both  teachers  and  citizens  manifesting  great  in- 
terest in  the  proceedings.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  the  growing 
interest  in  both  day  and  evening  programs  shown  by  the  citizens  of 
Wellsboro  and  vicinity,  and  I  might  add  the  county  in  general. 
Besides  the  annual  institute  there  were  fourteen  teachers  meetings 
held — thirteen  local  institutes,  and  the  County  Teachers  Association 
— all  of  which  had  excellent  programs  and  were  well  attended.  Sev- 
eral boards  gave  their  teachers  Friday  for  the  local  institute,  and 
this  enabled  them  to  close  the  session  at  noon  on  Saturday.  I  com- 
mend the  plan. 

The  Directors'  Association  was  held  at  Wellsboro,  May  20th. 
Addresses  were  made  by  J.  W.  Mather,  Esq.,  Maj.  G.  W.  Merrick, 
Hon.  David  Cameron  and  the  County  Superintendent.  An  excellent 
paper  on  tlie  Director  of  the  Twentieth  Century  was  read  by  W.  W. 
luscho,  of  Richmond  Township,  and  was  followed  by  a  general  dis- 
cussion. The  attendance  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  As- 
sociatio  ,  and  the  concensus  of  opinion  of  those  in  attendance 
seemed  to  be  that  it  was  the  best.  I  look  for  a  larger  attendance  at 
our  next  meeting.  I  am  satisfied  it  would  be  much  larger  could  the 
Association  meet  during  institute  week,  and  I  trust  that  our  next 
Legislature  will  pass  an  amendment  to  the  present  law  leaving  the 
time  of  convening  the  Association  entirely  to  the  County  Superin- 
tendent and  directors.  Officers  for  the  following  year  are  as  fol- 
lows:    President.    Hon.    Charles   Tnbbs.    Osceola    (re-elected):    Vice 
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President,  J.  \V.  Mather,  Esq.,  Wellsboro;  Seclarv  and  Treasurer, 
B.  F.  Edwards,  Charleston  township. 

The  Tioga  County  Centennial  was  observed  by  our  schools  on 
Friday,  March  25th.  A  program  was  furnished  all  the  schools 
allowing  such  changes  as  circumstances  necessitated,  and  I  must 
here  express  my  appreciation  of  the  general  response  by  the  teachers 
to  the  appeal  made  by  the  County  Superintendent  to  observe  the  day. 
I  know  of  only  two  districts  that  failed  to  do  so,  and  that  was  on 
account  of  their  schools  closing  for  the  term  several  days  previous 
to  the  date  designated. 

A  number  of  school  libraries  have  been  furnished  by  teachers 
holding  entertainments,  etc.  Antrim's  teachers,  always  alive  to 
the  best  interests  of  their  school,  raised  sixty  dollars  by  means  of 
an  entertainment  given  as  the  opening  of  their  local  institute.  This 
means  a  valuable  addition  to  their  library.  One  of  our  teachers  has 
made  a  resolution  that  she  will  leave  a  library  in  every  school  that 
she  teaches.  So  far  she  has  succeeded  admirably.  Her  name  was 
mentioned  in  my  last  report.  I  wish  more  of  our  teachers  would 
make  that  resolution.  It  would  hasten  the  day  when  every  school 
will  have  its  Mbrary. 

The  question  of  Centralization  still  receives  considerable  atten- 
tion from  oui  citizens.  Richmond  township  voted  upon  this  ques- 
tion at  the  February  election,  and,  I  regret  to  say.  those  opposed  to 
the  plan  proved  to  be  in  the  majority.  I  really  feel  that  many 
patrons  voted  against  their  own  interests.  Our  boys  and  girls  must 
have  better  educational  advantages.  The  little  school  house  has 
served  our  people  well — but  does  not  meet  the  demands  of  the 
present.     It  must  give  place  to  the  graded  and  high  school. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  sure  that  the  compulsory  law  has  been  more 
faithfully  carried  out  the  past  year  than  any  previous  year — and 
yet  there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  some  districts. 

During  the  year  I  have  examined  372  applicants  for  certificates, 
made  341  visits  to  schools,  and  attended  18  educational  meetings, 
besides  attending  to  a  large  correspondence  and  many  other  duties 
belonging  to  this  office. 

It  has  always  been  my  policy  to  encourage  directors  to  seek  the 
aid  of  the  county  superintendent  in  the  selection  and  placing  of 
teachers,  and  in  every  other  way  that  his  counsel  and  services  would 
be  helpful  to  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  several  duties,  and  in 
this  I  feel  that  I  have  been  quite  successful.  It  is  only  through  this 
co-operation  that  the  best  results  can  be  reached. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  acknowledge  the  courteous  treatment  re- 
ceived from  directors,  teachers  and  patrons,  and  would  thank  all 
who  have  contributed  in  anv  wav  to  the  success  of  our  schools. 
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UNION  COUNTY— D.  P.  Stapleton. 


The  close  of  another  school  term  admonishes  us  of  the  flight  of 
time  and  review  of  the  school  work  of  the  past  year.  Each  term 
seems  to  be  more  progressive  than  its  predecessor,  which  fact  is  nec- 
essary if  tiue  advancement  is  desired.  Teachers  have  been  earnest 
and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties;  pupils  have  been  more 
regular  in  their  attendance  than  usual  and  boards  of  directors  have 
earnestly  worked  to  secure  the  conditions  which  lead  to  success. 
Notwithstanding  the  scarcity  of  teachers  all  schools  were  opened 
at  the  time  appointed.  Six  districts  advanced  the  salary  of  teachers 
which  brought  better  material  and  better  success.  No  failures  are 
recorded  in  this  year's  record.  Fifteen  young  ladies  and  gentlemen 
completed  the  common  school  course  of  study  and  received  diplomas. 
Mifflinburg  and  Lewisburg  as  usual  graduated  large  classes  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen. 

The  school  houses  of  our  county  are  generally  in  good  condition. 
One  new  building  was  erected  in  White  Deer  district  to  accommodate 
the  growing  population  of  West  milton.  Many  school  grounds  have 
been  enlarged.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  ample  protection  is  not 
given  to  shrubbery  and  trees  surrounding  school  houses  during  the 
vacation. 

Nearly  every  district  was  organized  and  held  regular  teachers' 
meetings  or  local  institutes.  Wherever  these  meetings  were  open  to 
the  public  they  were  not  in  want  of  an  appreciative  audience.  The 
county  association  continues  to  be  an  important  factor  in  the  school 
interests  of  the  county. 

Large  and  well  prepared  classes  have  been  graduated  from  Lew- 
isburg and  Mifflinburg  high  schools,  which  continue  to  be  held  in 
the  highest  estimation.  Lewis  township  high  school  continues  to 
merit  and  receive  the  cordial  support  of  the  district.  Hartley  town- 
ship high  school  completed  its  first  year  very  successfully  under 
Prof.  B.  F.  Burns.  A  well  prepared  class  of  twelve  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen completed  the  junior  year. 

The  growing  interest  manifested  in  Bucknell  University  by  the 
county  at  large  is  very  marked.  The  Academy,  Female  Seminary 
and  College,  with  their  excellent  president,  Dr.  John  H.  Harris,  D. 
D.,  LL.  D.  New  buildings  and  improved  facilities  continue  to  merit 
the  manifest  interest.  Fifty-six  were  graduated  from  the  college 
department,  and  a  large  number  from  the  Female  Seminary  and 
musical  department.  Nearly  seven  hundred  students  attended  dur- 
ing the  last  year.  Large  improvements  are  being  made  in  the  heat- 
ing and  lighting  of  the  many  buildings.  A  new  library  building  will 
soon  be  erected  and  grounds  enlarged. 
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Keller's  Business  College  has  a  more  extended  course,  better  faci- 
lities, and  the  largest  number  of  students  in  its  history.  A  large 
number  of  teachers  have  been  taking  advantage  of  this  course. 

A  successful  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  Dec.  28. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  Henry  Ilouck;  Deputy  State  Superintend- 
ent, Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp,  Principal  East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal 
School,  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  of  Bloorasburg  State  Normal  School,  Prof. 
E.  M.  lleim,  of  Bucknell  University,  Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh,  Principal 
Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  N.  Miller. 

All  teachers,  but  one,  were  present  and  active  in  discussions,  and 
all  features  which  tended  to  the  success  of  the  institute. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  the  court  house,  Dec.  29. 
The  program,  as  arranged,  was  carried  out.  A  large  number  of  di- 
rectors were  present.  Deputy  State  Superintendent  J.  Q.  Stewart 
and  Hon.  F.  C.  Bowersox  addressed  the  convention.  Some  excellent 
papers  were  read  and  discussed  by  the  directors.  The  oflScers  elect- 
ed as  President  Kev.  W.  W.  Clauser,  Vice  President  I.  T.  Ruhl,  L.  C. 
Mertz,  Secretary  U.  A.  Eisenhauer,  Treasurer,  A.  D.  Miller. 

The  compulsory  school  law  has  been  enforced  more  closely  than 
heretofore,  which  was  largely  due  to  the  change  in  the  school  officers 
affidavit.  The  people  also  understand  and  are  more  in  sympathy 
with  the  law  since  they  see  that  the  State  is  endeavoring  to  give  to 
their  children  what  many  parents  are  wont  to  neglect.  They  are 
learning  to  recognize  the  rights  of  the  state,  the  rights  of  the  child 
as  well  as  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  parents. 

While  the  year  has  been  a  successful  one  and  all  school  interests 
have  worked  together  for  success,  we  must  not  be  content  to  subsist 
on  past  glory.  The  future  will  be  recorded  in  whatever  measure 
vigilance,  energy  and  good  judgment  are  used  in  endeavoring  to 
elevate  our  public  schools  to  that  standard  which  a  free  people  de- 
mand. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— Benton  V.  Riddle. 


In  reviewing  the  school  work  of  our  county  for  another  year,  I 
take  great  pleasure  in  reporting  a  successful  period  of  work.  I 
feel  proud  of  our  teachers  and  their  endeavor  to  advance  the  cause 
of  education.  During  the  early  part  of  the  school  year  2.')()  persons 
applied  for  certificates;  140  were  granted  provisional  certificates,  27 
were  granted  professional  certificates  and  83  were  n^fused,  the 
standard  being  an  aviuagc  of  85  per  cent.,  nothing  below  70  jier 
cent.  About  GO  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  attended  college  or  sum- 
mer schools,  in  order  to  belter  lit  tluMuselves  for  their  work.  The 
standing  for  the  coming  year  is  an  average  of  85  per  cent.,  nothing 


142  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  r>>c. 

below  70  per  cent.,  with  arithmetic  and  grammar  up  to  the  Ho 
mark.  Practically,  this  standing  puts  a  well-qualified  teacher  into 
every  school,  giving  the  pupil  more  confidence  in  his  teacher  and, 
hence,  a  better  school. 

Aside  from  Franklin  and  Oil  City  we  have  one  joint  high  school, 
six  township  high  schools,  four  borough  high  schools  and  a  number 
of  two  and  three-room  graded  schools.  Centralization  is  coming 
slowly  but  surely.  A  number  of  small  schools  will  be  abandoned 
and  centralization  will  take  place  in  several  townships. 

Two  splendid  new  school  buildings  were  built  in  Cranberry  town- 
ship, while  President,  Scrubgrass  and  Richland  each  lost  a  school 
house  by  fire. 

On  June  9,  11)03,  the  firet  annual  School  Directors'  Association, 
under  the  act  approved  April,  1903,  was  held  in  the  court  house.  It 
was  a  splendid  meeting  and  much  interest  was  manifested.  It  was 
certainly  beneficial  to  the  directors,  and  as  it  was  held  early  in 
June  it  gave  timely  aid  to  the  boards 'represented. 

The  fortj-ninth  annual  session  of  the  Venango  county  teachers' 
institute  was  held  in  the  court  house,  Franklin,  August  31  to  Sep- 
tember 4,  1903.  It  wa«  one  of  the  best  sessions  ever  held  in  the 
county.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  A,  E.  Wiuship,  of  Boston;  Mrs. 
Anna  E.  Friedman,  of  Buffalo;  Supt.  N.  P.  Kinsley,  of  Franklin; 
Dr.  John  F.  Bigler,  of  Edinboro,  and  Prof.  0.  E.  Lord,  of  the  Frank- 
lin high  school,  with  Prof.  A.  J.  Sprenkle,  of  New  Cumberland,  as 
music  instructor,  and  Miss  Ethel  Miller,  of  Cranberry,  as  pianist. 

A  social  session  was  held  on  Monday  evening;  platform  lecture 
by  Edmond  Vance  Cooke,  on  Tuesday  evening;  lecture  by  Dr.  Win- 
ship,  Wednesday  evening,  and  entertainment  by  the  Parker  Concert 
Company  on  Thursday  evening. 

Allegheny  and  ^'enango  counties  are  the  only  ones  3'et  to  see  the 
great  good  derived  from  having  the  teachers'  institute  before  the 
beginning  of  the  school  term,  thus  giving  the  teacher  the  good  of 
the  institute  instruction  and  the  advantage  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  township  and  local  institutes,  and  of  reading  circles.  The 
whole  work  of  the  year  can  be  mapped  out  to  a  good  advantage. 

Fifteen  of  the  nineteen  local  institutes  were  held  before  the  holi- 
day season,  thus  giving  the  benefits  of  these  institutes  early  in  the 
school  year.  Having  attended  all  of  the  nineteen  local  sessions, 
much  profit  and  enthusiasm  were  gathered  therefrom. 

There  is  yet  much  room  for  improvement  in  many  of  our  schools. 
Some  of  our  directors  and  many  parents  need  instruction  in  the 
qualities  of  a  good  school,  before  they  will  yield  to  the  better  meth- 
ods and  better  surroundings. 

T  thank  all  who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  good  of  our  schools. 


No.  6.  VVAKKEN   CXnjiNl-V.  N:< 


WAKKEN  COUNTY— O.  J.  Guuuiug. 


Durin^^-  the  last  year  the  schools  of  Warren  county  show  an  eu- 
couraginy-  growth.  The  arerage  length  of  the  school  term  has  been 
increased,  as  has  also  the  wages  paid  to  teachers,  our  schools  are 
more  perfectly  graded,  the  wooden  blackboard  has  almost  entirely 
disappeared,  as  the  rule  in  some  districts  is  to  replace  the  wood 
with  slate  as  the  blackboard  needs  repairs.  Through  the  system 
of  annual  reports  the  incoming  teacher  is  fully  informed  in  regard 
to  the  standing  of  the  school,  promotions,  etc.,  to  the  extent  that 
valuable  time  is  saved  b}-  the  early  organization  made  possible  by 
the  complete  record  of  the  preceding  term. 

A  journal  devoted  to  the  interests  of  our  county  schools  has  been 
established,  whereby  the  teacher,  the  school  officials  and  the  county 
superintendent  may  be  brought  into  a  little  closer  touch,  and  the 
school  benefited  thereby.  This  journal  is  under  the  supervision 
of  the  superintendent  and  will  be  published  monthly  during  the 
school  term. 

The  first  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors  of  the  county 
was  held  on  December  17,  at  the  court  house  in  Warren,  The  meet- 
ing was  addressed  by  State  Superintendent  N.  C.  Schaefter,  after 
which  many  live  questions  of  the  times  were  discussed  by  the  sev- 
enty-five directors  present.  The  discussions  were  interspersed  by 
some  excellent  music  prepared  by  the  people  of  Warren. 

Seven  township  high  schools  have  been  in  successful  operation 
during  the  past  year.  These  schools  are  giving  a  wholesome  uplift 
to  the  educational  sentiment  in  every  community  where  they  are 
placed,  and  are  receiving  the  approval  and  support  of  our  progres- 
sive men. 

Our  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Warren  on  the  week 
beginning  October  19.  The  meeting,  which  was  a  very  enthusiastic 
one,  was  attended  by  nearly  all  of  our  three  hundred  teachers.  We 
were  very  fortunate  in  having  with  us  State  Superintendent  Schaef- 
fer.  In  the  day  work  he  was  ably  seconded  by  Dr.  Samuel  Weir, 
Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  Prof.  AV.  L.  :N[ac(;owan  and  Prof.  J.  J.  Quinn.  of 
Warren.  The  music  was  under  the  direction  of  Kev.  B.  S.  Dise,  of 
Curweusvill(\  Pa.  The  evening  course  was  a  good  one.  Lectures 
were  delivered  by  Dr.  Schaefler  and  by  Maud  Ballington  Booth,  and 
enjoyable  entertainments  were  given  by  the  "Duubars''  and  the 
"Chicago  T^ady  Entertainers."  AVarren  possesses  excellent  musical 
talent.  Sonu'  of  the  best  of  this  was  at  our  disposal  during  the  in- 
stitute, and  th(»  fine  numbers  rendered,  both  vocal  and  instni- 
menlal,  were  much  appreciated. 

During  the  year  nine  local  institutes  were  held  in  a.><  many  dirT«r 
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ent  districts  of  the  county.  These  meetings  had  their  usual  happy 
ellect,  tieing  together  the  elements  of  the  school,  making  the  condi- 
tions for  success  more  certain. 

The  majority  of  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  and  found 
in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  The  institute  coming  in  October 
and  the  condition  of  the  roads  during  the  long  hard  winter  pre- 
vented my  visiting  the  usual  number  of  the  rural  schools.  Through 
the  annual  report  the  condition  of  the  schools  can  be  determined. 
These  indicate  good  interest  and  good  attendance,  notwithstanding 
the  extremely  cold  weather. 

Twenty  teachers'  examinations  were  held  during  the  year.  One 
hundred  and  twenty-three  applicants  received  provisional  certifi- 
cates. Twelve  professional  certificates  were  issued,  while  thirty- 
three  applicants  were  rejected. 

On  April  22  nearly  600  pupils  engaged  in  the  annual  uniform  ex- 
aminations. One  hundred  and  ten  of  this  number  received  diplomas 
in  one  or  the  other  of  the  county  courses. 

The  building  constructed  by  the  State  at  a  cost  of  §3,000  upon 
the  Cornplanter  Indian  lands  was  formally  presented  for  their  use 
to  the  Indians  on  December  17,  at  a  meeting  held  for  that  purpose 
on  the  Indian  lands.  An  interesting  program  had  been  prepared  by 
the  Indians  and  Miss  Hunter,  the  teacher  in  charge  of  the  school, 
the  program  consisting  of  speeches  and  music.  Superintendent 
Schaeffer,  on  behalf  of  the  State,  extended  to  the  Indians  the  use 
of  this  beautiful  and  commodious  building  as  a  school  and  teachers' 
home.  Alfred  Halftown,  on  behalf  of  the  Indians,  accepted  the  gift 
in  a  neat  little  speech.  Short  speeches  were  also  made  by  Hon. 
C.  W.  Stone,  Hon.  H.  H.  Cumings,  Prof.  W.  L.  MacGowan,  A.  J. 
Hazeltine,  Geo.  W.  Brown  and  others.  The  construction  of  this 
building  has  been  very  carefully  planned  to  meet  the  educational 
wants  of  these  people.  Much  credit  is  due  Superintendent  Schaeffer 
and  H.  H.  Cumings  in  securing  the  appropriation,  and  to  Superin- 
tendent MacGowan  and  H.  B.  Ensign  as  members  of  the  commission 
who  constructed  the  building.  A  valuable  collection  of  books  has 
been  secured  for  the  library,  contributed  mostly  by  the  leading  men 
of  the  State,  each  of  whom  has  given  from  one  to  twenty-five  vol- 
umes, each  volume  bearing  the  name  of  the  contributor  in  his  own 
handwriting.  This  valuable  collection  of  books,  numbering  nearly 
400,  is  aptly  called  the  "Cornplanter  Memorial  Library." 

In  concluding  this  report  we  wish  to  thank  the  Directors  of  the 
county  for  their  support,  the  teachers,  the  press,  the  Department  of 
Education  and  all  others  who  have  aided  us  in  the  management  of 
our  work. 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Fianlc  K.  Uall. 


The  first  Mouduy  oi'  Juue,  IDUi,  ended  a  iiuiliul  year  in  the 
schools  of  Washington  county.  During  the  month  of  August,  1903, 
the  constant  inquiry  for  well  qualified,  experienced  teachers,  evi- 
denced the  fact  that  there  was  a  dearth  of  local  pedagogues.  The 
fact  that  rural  districts,  like  the  boroughs,  advanced  wages,  was 
noised  abroad,  and  applications  came  from  other  counties  and 
states,  till  the  schools  were  all  filled  with  the  choicest  of  those 
that  were  anxious  to  teach. 

It  was  my  plan  and  purpose  to  visit  schools  more  extensively  than 
usual  this  year.  But  early  in  the  fall  a  nervous  collapse  was  my 
fate  and  my  work  among  the  schools  was  cut  short.  While  I  felt 
severely  the  mishap,  the  trouble  was  lightened  by  the  kind  symi)a- 
thy  of  friends,  teachers  and  directors.  Mrs.  Hall  was  familiar 
with  the  duties  of  the  office  and  was  able  to  do  the  clerical  work. 
She  was  a  host  in  the  hour  of  multitudinous  needs.  The  disappoint- 
ment that  followed  blasted  calculations  and  frustrated  hopes,  was 
softened  and  mellowed  as  friends  came  with  flowers  for  the  sick 
room,  and  oilers  of  assistance,  so  that  the  work  of  the  schools 
could  continue  as  prosperously  as  they  had  begun.  The  kindness 
and  generosity  of  our  people,  who  came  so  spontaneously  and  con- 
tinuously to  aid  in  directing  the  school  work  for  the  year,  will  al- 
ways remain  a  bright  spot  in  the  memory  of  the  educational  duties 
of  1003  and  '04 

During  the  fall  the  following  days  were  observed  in  the  schools 
of  the  county:  Directors'  visiting  day,  October  30;  faculty  day, 
October  31;  principals'  round  table,  November  7;  parents'  day,  No- 
vember 2o;  arbor  day,  as  directed  by  State  Suijerintendent  Schaetl'er. 
These  innqvations  are  very  generally  observed.  In  many  of  the 
boroughs  and  rural  districts,  faculty  day  with  teachers  and  direct- 
ors, v.as  a  monthly  occurrence.  Parents'  day  has  become  a  feature 
in  our  schools  that  will  stay.  It  has  done  much  in  strengthening 
a  wholesome  sentiment  in  favor  of  better  qualified  teachers  and 
higher-  wages. 

While  it  was  not  permitted  us  to  attend  the  county  institute,  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  others  pronounce  it  a  "brilliant  suc- 
cess." i'rof.  F.  W.  McVay,  of  Canonsburg,  acted  as  president  in 
the  absence  of  the  county  superintendent,  afid  Mr.  S.  W.  Hall,  of 
^^'ashington,  was  general  business  manager.  A  happier  combina 
tion  of  men  could  not  have  been  self-ordered.  They  worked  like 
brothers,  equally  interested  and  equally  responsible  in  their  efforts 
to  make  the  most  possible  of  the  occasion.  Tlie  tea<hers  vied  with 
them  in  punctuality,  order  and  discipline.  The  following  instruct- 
10—6—1904  ' 
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ois  were  greeted  the  entire  week  with  euthusiasLic  houses:  Dr. 
J.  D.  Moffat,  Washington,  Pa.;  Dr.  T.  B.  Noss,  California,  Pa.;  Dr. 
S.  C.  Schniucker,  West  Chester,  Pa.;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Chicago,  111.;  Dr. 
W.  X.  Ferris,  Big  Kapids,  Mich.,  and  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Friedman,  Buf- 
falo, X.  Y. 

Owing  to  the  recent  act,  our  directors  held  their  convention  the 
2Gth  and  27th  of  August.  The  attendance  was  not  so  large  as  we 
desired,  yet  we  never  had  a  more  enthusiastic  gathering.  Each 
speaker  responded  promptly  to  his  name,  and  made  the  discussion 
of  each  subject  interesting  and  profitable.  It  was  unanimously 
resolved  that  the  directors  should  give  more  attention  to  the  keep- 
ing of  school  grounds  and  buildings;  that  the  action  taken  by  the 
directors  of  the  several  townships  and  boroughs  in  increasing  the 
salaries  of  teachers  be  approved,  and  that  the  act  of  Assembly  of 
April  11,  1899,  authorizing  school  boards  to  act  as  boards  of  health 
w^orks  injuriously  to  the  interest  of  the  public  schools  of  the  county 
and  entails  unnecessary  expense  on  the  school  funds.  It  was  their 
opinion  a  separate  board  should  be  created  to  look  after  the  health 
of  the  community.  The  next  meeting  will  be  August  25  and  26, 
1901. 

In  1897  the  Cross  Creek  academy  building  came  into  hands  of 
the  directors,  with  the  understanding  that  a  school  be  continued 
for  those  wishing  to  pursue  advanced  studies.  It  was  to  be  known 
as  the  Cross  Creek  high  school. 

In  1901  Indepedence  established  a  high  school  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. These  two  schools  were  ready  and  received  the  benefit  of  the 
first  appropriation. 

In  1902,  Peters,  Cecil  and  Mt.  Pleasant  townships  established  high 
schools.  Peters  and  Cecil  each  erected  a  two-roomed  building, 
with  oflSce,  and  equipped  them  with  modern  seats  and  desks  and 
other  appliances  ready  for  work.  These  buildings  are  centrally  lo- 
cated, Peters  near  McMurraj-'s,  and  Cecil's  at  Bishop.  Independ- 
ence occupies  the  upper  room  of  the  local  school  building.  Mt. 
Pleasant,  like  Cross  Creek,  purchased  the  academy  building  at 
Hickory-.  These  two  academies  had  done  excellent  work  under  the 
control  of  well-educated  and  experienced  instructors.  They  stamped 
indelibly  the  love  of  education  upon  the  many  patrons  of  the  two 
schools,  who  w^ere  prepared  and  ready  to  accept  the  high  school 
idea  with  state  aid. 

These  five  high  schools  are  in  adjoining  townships,  forming  al- 
most a  semi-circle  from  Peters  passing  north  of  Washington  to  In- 
dependence. Geographically,  it  is  not  a  part  of  the  county  specially 
favored,  but  it  has  a  people  exceedingly  active  educationally. 

In  1903  all  received  State  appropriation.  The  last  Legislature 
gave  |uO,000  a  year  for  this  same  class  of  schools.     In  point  of 
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numbers,  the  enrollineut  is  not  so  large,  but  those  that  atti'ud  are 
an  appreciative  class  of  boys  and  girls,  and  do  excellent  work. 
Each  school  has  a  three  years'  course  prepared  especially  for  rural 
districts  and  arranged  by  Dr.  Schaeffer. 

The  schools  have  grown  much  in  favor,  and  each  will  complete 
the  three  years'  course  and  graduate  a  class  in  1905.  The  classes 
are  not  large,  but  compare  favorably  with  high  schools  more  con- 
veniently located.  Our  good  friends  in  the  rural  districts  do  not 
yet  realize  that  it  is  as  necessary  for  their  boys  and  girls  to  attend 
school  from  the  first  day  of  the  term  to  the  last  as  it  is  for  those 
living  in  cities  or  attending  college.  Regular  attendance  at  the  high 
,  school  is  a  matter  of  business  and  should  be  compulsory  for  the 
success  of  the  school  and  the  class  standing  of  the  pupils.  A  few 
days'  work  at  home  will  never  recompense  for  a  broken  class  record 
and  lost  recitations. 

The  following  data  may  be  of  interest  to  many: 
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Independence,    A.   Louisa  Brownlee, 

Cross   Creek,    W.    E.    Cozens 
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Examinations  are  required  as  an  entrance  to  these  schools.  As 
such  is  the  case  it  might  facilitate  matters  by  giving  the  principal 
supervision  of  all  the  schools  of  the  township  that  he  might  outline 
and  direct  the  entire  work. 

Our  schools  closed  a  propitious  year.  Out  of  the  rural  districts 
ISO  presented  themselves  for  examination,  122  received  diplomas. 
The  work  was  good,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  We 
feel  the  standard  of  scholarship  must  rise,  first,  with  the  teachers, 
second,  with  the  pupils. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  good  people  of  the  county  for  their  gener- 
ous help  and  co  operation,  the  directors  for  their  timely  assistance 
and  faithful  perfornumce  of  duty  to  office,  the  press  for  its  endorse- 
ment and  liberal  gift  of  space  in  the  interest  of  education,  the 
teachers  for  their  sympathy  and  active  effort  in  duty  and  right,  and 
to  the  Department  for  its  prompt  aid  and  encouragement  in  my 
work. 
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WAYNE  COUNTY— D.  L.  Hower. 


U'liile  no  radical  changes  in  educational  matters  were  attempted 
during  the  past  year,  I  am  bappj  to  report  progress  along  nearly  all 
lines.  The  standard  of  examinations  was  raised  and  some  of  the 
work  was  unsatisfactory.  Over  30  per  cent,  of  the  applicants  failed, 
and  some  certificates  were  granted  simply  because  the  teachers 
were  needed  to  supply  the  schools.  Many  of  the  teachers  have 
been  growing  wonderfully  in  scholarship  and  teaching  power,  while 
others  need  higher  intellectual  qualifications  and  a  knowledge  of 
better  methods  of  teaching.  Y'ou  can  almost  always  anticipate 
the  work  of  a  teacher  in  the  school  room  by  the  progressive  spirit 
manifested  in  the  preliminary  work  done. 

Several  districts  increased  the  wages.  Only  four  districts  in  the 
county  paid  more  than  the  minimum  salary  of  $35.00.  Thus, 
twenty-six  districts  will  be  effected  by  the  minimum  salary  law, 
fourteen  of  which  paid  less  than  §28.00  a  mouth.  Forty-seven 
teachers  received  less  than  $25.00  a  month,  and  seven  less  than 
$22.00.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  many  districts  will  be  seri- 
ously effected  by  the  new  law,  and  quite  a  few  will  be  compelled 
to  levy  a  thirteen-mill  tax.  Of  the  240  teachers  employed,  the  new 
law  will  give  an  increase  to  108.  A  number  of  the  districts  will 
consolidate  some  of  the  schools,  but,  as  part  of  the  State  appropria- 
tion depends  on  the  number  of  schools,  this  plan  has  its  objections. 
There  should  be  a  readjustment  under  existing  conditions. 

The  examinations  held  this  year  show  a  decided  increase  in  the 
intellectual  qualifications  of  our  teachers.  Many  more  attended 
schools  for  special  preparation.  The  minimum  salary  law  will  have 
the  effect  of  giving  us  a  stronger  teaching  force.  The  better  teach- 
ers can  most  effectively  dispel  opposition  to  the  new  law,  while  the 
indifferent,  careless,  incompetent  teacher  will  soon  be  driven  from 
the  profession. 

Most  of  the  educational  meetings  were  well  attended.  The  eighth 
annual  meeting  of  the  directors'  association,  and  the  first  under  the 
new  law,  was  held  in  Honesdale,  August  27  and  28.  All  but  two 
districts  were  represented,  and  over  half  the  directors  were  in  at- 
tendance. Dr.  Simons,  of  Dreher,  presided  with  dignity  and  execu- 
tive ability.  The  papers  and  discussions  were  full  of  thought  and 
helpful  suggestions.  Kev.  S.  L.  Krebs  gave  two  lectures,  one  on 
'"Pluck,-'  and  another  on  "Fears  of  Children."  The  following  ques- 
tions were  discussed:  ''The  §35  Salary  Question,"  "Compulsory  At- 
tendance," "Uniform  Course  of  Study,"  "Legal  Points  Often  Neg- 
lected," "What  Directors  Expect  of  Teachers,"  "Township  High 
School." 
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The  thirty-sixth  session  of  the  teachers'  institute  was  held  the 
week  of  November  9  and  [»rononnced  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in 
the  county.  I'edagogy,  child  psycholoj^y  and  science  were  the  chief 
subjects  discussed.  The  instructors  were  Earl  Barnes,  Alex. 
Forbes,  Lee  L.  Lybarger  and  J.  T.  Watkins.  The  eveniniir  entertain- 
ments were  exceptionally  well  attended.  They  were  given  by  Earl 
Barnes,  Earnest  Gamble  Concert  Company,  Rogers-Grilley  Combina- 
tion and  Prof.  Lybarger.  The  instruction  was  insipiring,  suggestive 
and  helpful.  The  local  institutes  were  well  conduct<'d,  although 
several  had  to  be  abandoned  on  account  of  the  intensely  cold 
weather  and  the  drifted  condition  of  the  roads.  Clinton,  Damascus 
and  Mt.  Pleasant  townships  held  a  number  of  meetings  during  the 
winter. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Wayne  county  teachers'  association  was 
held  at  Pleasant  Mount,  May  6  and  7.  Strong  papers  were  read 
by  Mrs.  Alma  J.  G.  Dix,  S.  B.  Churchill,  J.  J.  Koehler,  J.  H.  Ken- 
nedy and  Miss  Millicent  Tolley.  Supt.  John  Williams,  of  Dickson 
City,  delivered  two  strong  addresses. 

Nearly  all  the  districts  adopted  the  uniform  course  of  study  sug- 
gested by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  directors'  association. 
I  sent  two  sets  of  examination  questions  to  all  parts  of  the  county, 
one  in  December  and  one  in  March,  and  the  results  revealed  some 
very  good  work.  Now,  the  pupils  have  something  definite  for  which 
to  work.  Some  teachers  still  allow  too  much  slovenly  and  careless 
work  to  be  done  by  the  pupils.  Fifty-five  passed  the  examinatior 
for  common  school  diplomas. 

Pleasing  and  well-conducted  graduating  exercises  were  held  at 
the  following  township  high  schools:  Damascus,  Dreher,  Lake  an^ 
Mt.  Pleasant.  Strong  classes  were  also  graduated  at  Hawley. 
Honesdale,  Starrucca,  Waymart  and  White  Mills. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  schools  were  visited  during  the  year, 
while  the  whole  number  of  visitations  made  by  the  superintendent 
was  348.  The  appearance  of  many  school  rooms  has  been  improved 
by  pictures,  evergreens,  mottoes  and  other  pleasing  decorations. 
Autumn  arbor  day  was  observed  by  some  schools  and  a  number 
of  trees  were  planted.  T  attended  twenty  educational  meetings  dur- 
ing the  year. 

The  directors  of  Lehigh  adopted  a  township  high  school  course. 
This  makes  six  of  these  schools  for  the  county  and  next  year  we 
will  have  sevon.  for  the  Clinton  board  recently  derided  to  run  a 
township  higli  school  at  Aldenville  the  coming  winter.  This  is  a 
very  commeTidnlilc  showing  for  n  small  eouuty.  and  tliese  directors 
are  to  be  congratulated  upon  this  forwjird  step.  All  of  these 
schools  did  especially  fine  work  the  l;ist  yonr;  they  woro  well  at- 
tended and  mnnv  bovs  and  girls  of  liniit<Ml  m(\ins  are  blessing  the 
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directors  of  these  districts  for  providing  such  splendid  opportuni- 
ties for  a  liberal  education.     May  the  good  work  continue. 

The  per  cent,  of  attendance  was  low  on  account  of  the  extremely 
cold  weather  and  the  drifted  condition  of  the  roads.  Never  were 
such  severe  conditions  experienced  before.  The  thermometer  reg- 
istered below  zero  for  days  at  a  time,  as  much  as  thirty-four  below 
being  reported  at  a  number  of  places.  Considerable  annoyance 
was  caused  by  the  indifferent  work  of  some  of  the  assessors  in 
returning  the  number  of  children  between  six  and  sixteen.  In  some 
districts  fully  one-third  of  the  children  were  omitted.  A  compari- 
son between  the  number  of  children  registered  and  those  enrolled 
shows  a  glaring  discrepancy.  So  many  of  our  boys  and  girls  are 
put  to  work  too  young.  A  child  under  sixteen  should  never  be  al- 
lowed to  work  in  a  factory  or  similar  institution  unless  he  can  prove 
by  a  certificate  signed  by  the  principal  of  the  school  that  he  has 
attended  school  regularly,  and  that  he  has  the  scholarship  that  an 
intelligent  child  of  that  age  should  have,  that,  at  least,  he  can 
"read  and  write  the  English  language  intelligently."  By  this  plan, 
a  child  without  an  education  could  not  get  employment,  neither 
could  the  child  not  his  parents  ignore  the  school.  Too  many  false 
affidavits  are  sworn  to  by  the  parents.  A  case  was  reported  to 
me  where  parents  testified  to  the  ages  of  three  children  upon 
three  different  occasions  and  according  to  these  affidavits  the  three 
children  were  born  within  a  period  of  less  than  eighteen  months, 
and  there  were  no  twins  in  the  lot  either. 

A  number  of  books  were  added  to  the  school  libraries  during  the 
year.  A  school  house  burned  in  Preston  township  and  one  in  Scott. 
W.  W.  Mumford,  who  served  very  efficiently  on  the  Starrucca  board 
for  thirty-three  consecutive  years,  retires  this  year. 

On  the  whole,  the  results  of  the  year's  work  are  very  encouraging. 
Under  the  stimulus  of  new  conditions,  and  with  a  faith  in  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  school  system  of  the  State,  we  expect  still  better  results 
the  next  year.  In  conclusion,  I  most  appreciatively  acknowledge 
the  courteous  treatment  of  directors,  teachers,  patrons,  pupils  and 
the  public  press. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— W.  W.  Ulerich. 


No  marked  changes  have  taken  place  in  our  schools  during  the 
year  that  has  closed.  That  there  has  been  steady  improvement  in 
methods  of  instruction,  in  the  text-books  used,  in  buildings,  grounds, 
apparatus,  etc..  no  one  acquainted  with  the  situation  will  deny. 
The  teachers,  as  a  whole,  did  faithful  and  competent  work,  leaving 
their  schools  at  the  close  of  the  term  much  in  advance  of  where 
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they  found  them.  While  this  is  true  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
schools,  it  canuot  be  said  of  them  all.  As  in  former  years,  some 
were  taught  by  persons  too  young  for  the  position  and  whose 
scholarship  was  such  as  to  be  of  disadvantage  both  to  themselves 
and  their  pupils.  This  could  not  be  avoided,  however.  There  were 
many  more  positions  to  fill  than  formerly  and  fewer  applicants 
seeking  them.  Quite  a  number  who  were  refused  certificates  at 
their  first  examinations  were  finally  granted  them  upon  re-examina- 
tion in  order  that  the  schools  might  be  filled  and  kept  in  session. 
^Vhile  the  salaries  of  teachers  have  been  advanced  in  almost  every 
district  in  the  county,  still  they  are  net  sufliciently  high  in  some 
to  insure  an  adequate  supply  of  well-qualified  teachers. 

Notwithstanding  the  foregoing,  the  qualifications  of  our  teachers 
Avill  compare  very  favorably  with  those  of  any  other  county  in  the 
State,  as  the  following  figures  will  attest:  Of  the  918  teachers  em- 
ployed during  the  year,  424  held  provisional  certificates,  52  profes- 
sional certificates,  134  permanent  certificates,  288  normal  diplomas 
and  43  were  college  graduates. 

Another  source  of  weakness  in  some  schools  is  the  too  frequent 
change  of  teachers.  When  a  teacher  does  faithful  and  conscienti- 
ous work  in  a  school  it  is  folly  to  change  such  service  for  that 
which  has  not  been  tested.  It  is  not  infrequent  for  a  teacher  to 
succeed  in  one  school  and  partially  fail  in  another.  Hence,  when 
a  teacher  is  jjermitted  to  serve  but  one  term  in  a  school,  as  is  the 
case  in  a  great  majority  of  country  schools,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  much  of  the  teacher's  energy  is  dissipated  and  much  profit 
lost  to  the  schools  by  too  frequent  change. 

During  the  year  twenty-nine  public  examinations  were  held  and 
seventeen  private  ones.  At  these  587  applicants  were  examined. 
Of  this  number  30  received  professional  certificates  and  438  provi- 
sional certificates;  119  were  rejected.  The  large  number  of  pri- 
vate examinations  was  due  to  the  fact  that  quite  a  number  of  appli- 
cants had  to  be  re-examined  in  order  that  vacancies  occurring  during 
the  term  might  be  filled. 

In  all  the  examinations  it  was  the  aim  to  thorouirhly  test  the 
competency  of  the  applicant,  both  as  to  scholarship  and  ability  to 
teach.  Oral  and  written  tests  were  given  and  no  questions  asked 
which  were  not  thought  to  be  of  a  practical  character.  A  high  per- 
centage of  correct  answers  was  necessary  in  order  to  secure  a  cer- 
tificate. However,  in  recent  years,  certificates  have  been  granted  to 
applicants  not  making  this  high  percentage  because  of  the  scarcity 
of  teachers. 

In  the  examination  for  ju-ofcssional  certificates  only  questions  in 
psychology,  pedagogy,  school  management,  history  of  education  and 
llir    T^oniisvIv;iiii;i    school    law    wns    asked.     r?efore    teachers    were 
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permitted  to  take  this  examination  they  had  received  a  first-class 
provisional  certificate  and  had  taught  successfullr  at  least  throe 
full  terms. 

Besides  the  examinations  held  for  teachers,  twelve  others  were 
held  in  different  parts  of  the  county  by  the  superintendent,  or  his. 
deputy,  for  all  pupils  who  had  completed  the  work  indicated  by 
the  county  course  of  study.    At  these  many  pupils  were  examined 
and  to  a  majority  of  them  diplomas  were  jrranted. 

The  average  salary  of  our  teachers  was  increased  |3.24  per  month 
over  that  of  last  year.  This  advance  shows  entirely  in  favor  of  the 
male  teachers,  that  of  the  females  being  a  little  lower  than  that 
of  last  year.  The  average  monly  pay  of  each  was,  males,  $.^8.54; 
females,  §45.0-1.  This  seeming  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  male 
teachers  is  not  as  it  appears.  For  the  same  grade  of  work  the 
females  received  the  same  wages  as  the  males.  Of  the  918  teachers 
employed  during  the  year  only  210  Avere  males.  A  large  number  of 
these  served  as  principals  and  high  school  teachers,  thus  receiving 
the  best  salaries  because  of  the  importance  of  the  positions  filled. 
Again,  the  figures  indicating  the  decrease  in  the  wages  of  the  female 
teachers  are  misleading.  In  a  large  number  of  the  districts  in  the 
county  salaries  are  graded,  as  they  should  be,  in  accord  with  the 
experience  of  the  teachers  and  the  grade  of  certificate  held.  More 
teachers  were  employed  last  year  having  little  or  no  experience 
and  holding  a  low-grade  certificate  than  ever  before.  These  re- 
ceiving the  lowest  wages  reduced  the  general  average.  Had  these 
conditions  not  prevailed  the  figures  would  show  a  decided  increase. 

The  length  of  the  school  term  remains  practically  the  same  as  last 
year.  Of  72  districts  in  the  county,  10  had  a  term  of  9  months,  2 
had  84  months,  20  had  8  months,  1  had  7^  months  and  39  had  7 
months.  Of  the  23  townshiT)s,  only  3  had  more  than  the  minimum 
term.  Why  so  many  of  our  directors  seem  to  think  that  a  term  of 
seven  months  is  long  enough  is  a  question  remaining  unanswered. 
With  a  record  for  progress,  is  it  not  strange  that  growth  is  so  slow 
in  the  direction  of  a  longer  term? 

Twenty-two  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  The  majority 
of  these  are  one-roomed  buildings,  very  substantially  built  and  well 
furnished.  A  number  are  large  department  buildings,  among  the 
finest  in  this  part  of  the  State.  This  is  esyM^cially  true  concerning 
the  buildings  erected  at  Monessen,  Ligonier  and  Bolivar.  The  cost 
of  each  of  these  buildings,  including  equipment,  is,  respectively, 
?56.00n,  .«40.0no  ond  820.000.  The  first  story  of  the  beautiful  Mones- 
sen building  is  stone,  while  the  other  two  stories  are  constructed 
of  red  vitrified  brick.  It  contains  fifteen  large  class  rooms,  a  com- 
modious high  school  assembly  room,  a  library  room,  an  office,  a 
teachers'  parlor,  two  laboratories,  a  large  play  room  and  a  number 
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of  wash  aud  toilet  rooms.  The  heating  and  ventilating  is  done 
by  Smead's  double  mechanical  system,  regulated  by  an  automatic 
thermograph. 

The  Ligouier  building  is  constructed  of  bull'  brick  aud  ludiana 
limestone,  with  entire  inside  finish  of  solid  oak.  It  is  a  three- 
story  structure,  surmounted  by  a  bell  tower  twenty-five  feet  high; 
contains  ten  large  class  rooms,  an  auditorium,  an  ofilce,  a  teachers' 
parlor,  a  library  and  wash  and  toilet  rooms  on  each  tioor.  The 
JSmead  gravity  system  heats  and  ventilates  the  house.  With  the 
exception  of  the  (Jreeusburg  high  school  building  there  is  not  so 
handsome  a  school  building  in  the  county. 

The  Bolivar  house  is  a  very  pretty  aud  well-built  structure.  It  is 
built  of  the  well-known  Bolivar  buii  brick,  trimmed  in  stone  and 
enameled  brick.  It  contains  six  well-furnished  class  rooms,  an 
ofiice,  a  parlor  aud  other  necessary  apartments.  An  excellent 
system  of  heating  and  ventilating  is  in  use. 

The  local  institute  continues  to  be  popular  in  most  of  the  town- 
ships. The  directors  encourage  it  aud  most  of  the  progressive 
teachers  favor  and  actively  support  it.  Kevertheless,  a  few  of  its 
best  features  seem  to  be  passing  away.  Formerly  it  was  the  custom 
to  hold  the  institute  at  ditt'erent  localities  in  the  township.  This, 
in  the  course  of  the  school  term,  enabled  many  of  the  parents  iind 
citizens  to  attend  these  educational  meetings  and  get  acquainted 
with  the  teachers  and  the  work  they  were  doing.  Now,  in  a  number 
of  townships,  all  the  sessions  of  the  institute  are  held  at  some  cen- 
tral place.  This  makes  it  more  convenient  for  the  teachers,  but 
removes  its  beneficial  influence  from  the  citizens  of  the  township. 
Again,  "class  drills,"  as  part  of  the  institute  program,  are  not 
favored  as  much  as  formerly.  It  seems  to  be  easier  to  give  a  theo- 
retical demonstration  than  it  does  a  practical  one.  While  this  is 
true,  the  benefits  derived  from  the  former  compared  to  those  re- 
ceived from  the  latter  are  small  indeed. 

The  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was  a  pronounced 
success  in  every  way.  While  a  few  more  teachers  than  usual  were 
absent,  the  attendance  was  good  and  the  interest  manifested  by 
the  teachers  excellent.  The  instruction  was  of  the  highest  order 
and  could  not  fail  to  be  of  much  profit  to  all  who  heard  it.  The 
evening  lecturer  and  concerts  were  highly  instructive  and  enter- 
taing  and  received  much  favorable  comment  from  those  in  attend- 
ance. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  Ilcnry  K.  Pattengill,  Ur.  Sauford  Bell, 
Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Albert,  Dr.  H.  W.  Elson  and 
Mrs.  E.  Norine  Law.  Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson  had  charge  of  the  music. 
All  these  instructors  are  so  well  and  favorably  known  that  no 
individual  comment  as  to  excellence  is  necessnrv.     Mrs.  Maud  W. 
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McDouald,  of  (Jolumbua,  Ohio,  aud  Mr.  Faville,  of  FiLtsburg,  pleased 
everybody  as  eolists,  as  did  Miss  Nora  M.  Ditzler  as  pianist.  Tlie 
evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Frank  M.  Bristol,  Rev. 
Frank  Dixon  and  Hon.  Charles  E.  Littlefield.  The  concerts  were 
given  by  the  American  Saxophone  Quartette  and  the  Edwin  Weeks 
Concert  Company.  Much  credit  is  due  Profs.  A.  A.  Streng  and  J. 
W.  Anthony  for  most  valuable  assistance  in  carrying  out  the  details 
of  the  program  which  had  been  prepared. 

In  accord  with  the  act  of  Asesmbly  of  1903  providing  for  county 
associations  of  school  directors,  the  county  superintendent  issued 
a  call  for  the  directors  of  Westmoreland  county  to  meet  in  conven- 
tion at  Greensburg,  in  the  high  school  auditorium,  January  20,  1904, 
at  10  A.  M. 

A  number  of  directors  having  assembled  at  the  place  and  time 
appointed,  organized  by  electing  Leighly  Steen,  of  North  Belle- 
vernon;  president,  George  W.  Cover,  of  Ligonier  township,  and  J.  C. 
Giffiu,  of  Derry  township,  vice  presidents;  J.  Q.  Truxal,  of  Southwest 
Greensburg,  secretary,  aud  J.  D.  Miller,  of  Hempfield  township, 
treasurer.  Appropriate  committees  were  appointed  as  follows: 
Kesolutious,  A.  H.  Bell,  E.  11.  Bair,  H.  F.  Wissinger;  necrology,  J. 
K.  Clark,  Geo.  Weitz,  I.  H.  Palmer. 

The  convention  was  in  session  for  two  days  and  quite  a  number 
of  important  topics  were  ably  discussed.  All  the  members  present 
were  interested  and  many  took  an  active  part  in  the  discussions, 
as  did  a  number  of  others  not  members  but  who  were  directly 
interested  in  education.  Among  the  latter  who  made  very  interest- 
ing and  helpful  addresses  were  Supt.  Samuel  Hamilton,  Prin.  A.  A. 
Streng,  of  the  Latrolie  schools;  Supt.  J,  W.  Anthony,  of  the  Jean- 
nette  schools,  aud  ex-Supt.  G.  H.  Hugus.  Following  are  some  of 
the  questions  discussed:  "The  School  director,  His  Work  and  His 
Remuneration;'"  "The  Relation  of  the  Director  to  the  Local  Insti- 
tute;" "Legislation  Needed  to  Improve  the  Public  Schools;"  "Con- 
tagious Diseases;"  "Methods  of  Protecting  School  Property;''  "The 
Relations  of  Directors,  Teachers  aud  Patrons." 

While  most  of  the  active  work  of  the  superintendent  had  to  be 
done'by  deputies,  we  feel  sure  that  in  Prof,  A.  A.  Strong,  as  princi- 
pal office  deputy,  and  Prof.  E.  H.  Dickinson,  as  visiting  dei)uty,  the 
teachers,  directors  and  general  jniblic  received  competent  and  cour- 
teous service.  All  examinations  were  promptly  held,  all  official 
correspondence  conducted,  all  official  documents  and  reports  prop- 
erly disposed  of,  the  county  institute  held,  quite  a  number  of  local 
institutes  attended,  and  the  schools  in  most  of  llie  townships  and 
fifteen  of  the  boroughs  and  independent  districts  officially  visited. 
An  average  of  more  than  an  hour  was  spenl  in  cadi  sclmol  visited. 
In  this  work  we  had  the  sympathy  and  co  opera  I  ion  oT  duclirTs.  di 
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rectors,  patrous,  the  public  press  and.  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  for  all  of  which  we  desire  to  express  our  sincere  grati- 
tude, both  for  self  and  deputies. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank  H.  Jar  vis. 


Public  sentiment  was  never  more  thoroughly  aroused  in  this 
county  than  at  the  present  time,  in  respect  to  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion. 

There  were  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  during  the  year  3,606 
pupils,  1,685  of  whom  were  males  and  1,921  females,  the  same  being 
a  decrease  of  274  pupils  over  the  previous  year. 

Besides  the  enrollment  in  the  public  schools,  there  were  pupils 
from  this  county  enrolled  in  special  institutions  of  varying  degrees 
of  educational  character,  tie,  follows:  Bloomsburg  State  Normal 
School,  Clarence  Marcey,  Lee  Burgee,  Olive  Morgan,  Mary  Morgan, 
Mildred  Jayne,  Ettie  Hunter,  William  Kintner,  Uelcia  Reynolds, 
Harry  Shaw,  Stella  Shook,  Harriet  Hitchcock,  Blair  Hall  School, 
Helen  D.  Terry;  Ithaca  Conservatory  of  Music,  Luvia  Carter;  Lock 
Haven  State  Normal  School,  Victor  Kobinson,  George  Robinson, 
Burton  Taylor,  Rex  Denuison,  Elliott  Bunnell,  Anna  Collins,  Anna 
E.  Garey;  University  of  Feunsylvauia,  Marshall  Reynolds,  Ezra 
Dubler;  Perkiomen  Seminary,  Bessie  Leighton,  Fannie  Stark, 
Charles  Gray,  Raymond  Hulbirt,  Arden  Tewkesbury,  Lemuel  Kint- 
ner, Rodney  Banuatyne,  Clarence  Bunnell;  AVyoming  Seminary, 
Elick  Brown,  Sebille  Swan,  Leonelle  Jennings,  Mina  Atkinson,  Fred 
Wilbur,  Duane  Brundage;  Villa  Nova  College,  Harold  Ryan;  State 
College,  ruudersou  Rainey,  Paul  Raiuey,  Harry  D.  Easton,  Delmar 
J.  Stocker,  George  Fred  Gay,  Calvin  J.  Adams,  Henry  E.  Hobbs, 
Frank  L.  Wilson;  Lafayette  College,  Frank  Newbury,  Frank  Frear, 
Lee  P.  Stark;  Keoka  College,  Welton  P.  Sheldon;  State  College, 
Ohio,  Wendell  Smith;  Bucknell  University,  Lynn  C.  Drake,  Harry 
Tiffany;  Lehigh  University,  C.  G.  Shields;  Keystone  Academy,  Vera 
Carpenter,  Grace  Kuuppenburg,  Fannie  Dornsife,  Harold  Laoey; 
Pennsylvania  Business  and  Shorthand  College,  Lynn  C.  Stark; 
Mansfield  State  Normal  School,  Carrie  Wijruins.  LeRoy  Myers,  Mar- 
gueritte  Wells,  Burt  C.  Roberts,  Catherine  Wilkins,  Jessie  J.  Squier, 
Daisy  Mingos;  Scranton  Business  College,  Jennie  Freedman,  Fannie 
Freedman;  Syracuse  University,  Ruth  IMatt,  Raymond  Lacey, 
Helen  Bard,  Burt  Marcy,  Raymond  Patterson;  East  Stroudsburg. 
Florence  Place,  Daisy  Carlin,  Cora  V.  Smith,  Martha  Swartwood, 
Maud  G.  Hinkley,  ^\•.\vy  Lane,  CharU's  Wilson.  Nellie  Settser,  Harry 
F.  Doll,  Lewis  Doll,  Ray  Worden,  Lottie  S.  Snyder;  Eluiira  Female 
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College,  Mabel  Lewis;  Cornell  University,  John  Borden;  Temple  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia,  Evart  Borden;  Ursinus  College,  Edna  Boston. 

Thirty-one  pupils  took  the  central  examinations,  six,  Dennis 
Wright,  Cecil  Kobiuson,  Charles  W.  Fincke,  Hazen  ^Yintermute, 
Clayton  Baldwin,  Bessie  Farr,  passing,  the  last  four  of  whom  took 
and  passed  the  hnal  examination,  held  at  the  county  seat  on  April 
20,  and  received  county  diplomas  admitting  them  to  most  of  the 
high  schools  without  examination. 

Eleven  teachers'  examinations  were  held,  109  provisional  certifi- 
cates were  granted,  2  professional  and  31  persons  were  rejected. 

The  average  length  of  school  term  has  been  increased  a  little. 
The  cost  of  each  pupil  per  month  was  increased  from  $1.33  to  |1.52. 
This  increase  was  due  largely  to  the  total  school  attendance  having 
been  274  less  than  on  preceding  year. 

The  average  percentage  of  attendance  increased  from  81  per 
cent.,  in  11)03,  to  86  per  cent,  the  past  jear.  The  ratio  of  male  to 
female  teachers  has  declined  during  the  last  few  years.  This  pre- 
ponderance of  women  teachers  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  nearly 
three-fourths  of  all  the  puinls  are  in  the  first  four  or  five  years'  work 
of  our  elementary  schools,  and  in  part  to  the  fact  that  women  are 
to  be  preferred  over  men  for  instruction  of  pupils  under  ten  years 
of  age. 

The  income  of  this  county  for  local  school  taxes  in  1893  was  $33,- 
318.01,  and  in  1903,  $32,675.07,  or  a  decrease  of  $692.94.  The  income 
from  State  appropriations  in  1893  was  $17,142,41,  and  in  1903,  $19,- 
908.53,  or  an  increase  of  $2,706.12. 

For  the  first  time  in  more  than  a  decade  has  the  school  resources 
of,  or  total  of  amounts  in  hands  of  treasurers  of,  school  boards 
exceeded  the  liabilities.  The  present  resource  is  $4,466.60,  and  the 
liabilities  $4,001.17. 

Only  nine  of  the  thirty-two  districts  are  in  debt,  viz:  Black  Wal- 
nut, Ind.,  Eaton  tov»nship.  Falls  township,  Meshoppen  borough. 
North  Moreland  township,  Tunkhannock  township  and  Laceyville 
borough.  The  boards  of  these  districts  have  had  to  provide  for 
extra  burdens,  due  largely  to  improvement  in  school  property,  build- 
ing, etc.  In  Meshoppen  borough  the  building  tax  debt  has  been  de- 
creased during  the  past  eleven  years  fiom  ^8,000.00  to  $2,040.50. 

The  following  districts  increased  teachers'  salaries,  viz:  Brain- 
trim  Ind.,  from  $18  to  $26;  Factoryville  borough,  primary,  $35  to 
$40;  Laceyville  borough,  $55  to  $65;  Lemon,  from  .^20  to  §25;  Monroe, 
principal,  from  $45  to  $50,  and  others  from  $25  to  .f28;  North  More- 
land  Ind.,  grammar,  from  $30  to  $35;  Tunkhannock  Ind.,  primary, 
from  $35  to  $37.50. 

The  following  districts  decreased  teachers'  salaries,  viz:  Brain- 
trim  township,  one  school,  from  $30  to  $20;  Meshoppen  borough. 
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principal,  from  |70  to  |G5;  North  Moreland  township,  from  $23.50 
to  |22. 

The  following  districts  increased  their  school  term,  viz:  Factory- 
ville  borough,  from  8  to  8  7-30  months;  Mehoopany  Ind.,  from  7  to 
8  months. 

The  following  districts  decreased  their  school  terms,  viz:  Lacey- 
ville  borough,  8  to  7^  months;  Braintrim  township,  8  to  7  months. 

The  following  districts  raise,  by  local  taxation  for  school  pur- 
poses, as  much  or  more  than  the  amount  of  State  api)ropi'iation 
received  from  the  State,  viz:  Black  Walnut  Ind.,  Braintrim  town- 
ship, Exeter  township,  Factoryville  borough,  Falls  township,  Ly- 
manville  Ind.,  Mcshoppon  borough,  Monroe  towiislilp,  Nicholson  bor- 
ough, Nicholson  township,  North  Moreland  township,  Noxen  town- 
ship, Tunkhannock  borough  and  Tunkhannock  township.  Seven- 
teen districts,  or  more  than  half,  are  receiving  more  aid  from  the 
State  for  school  purposes  than  from  local  taxes  for  school  purposes. 

The  State  has  agitated  the  question  of  the  enactment  of  a  law 
limiting  llio  amount  of  State  aid  to  be  receiA'^ed  by  a  district  to 
the  amount  raised  by  local  taxation  for  school  purposes.  I  do  not 
advocate  such  a  measure  for  this  county  as  this  time.  Yet,  under 
the  present  regime,  so  many  schools  with  such  limited  attendance, 
the  average  number  of  pupils  per  school  for  the  county  being  but 
twenty-eight  pupils,  the  taxpayers  in  the  rural  districts,  nearly 
all  of  whom  are  called  to  assume  such  additional  taxation  as  is 
somewhat  burdensome,  in  order  to  permit  the  boards  to  carry  out 
the  minimum  salary  act  of  the  last  Legislature,  if  the  county's  total 
of  State  aid  were  to  be  increased  commensurably  with  the  increase 
of  local  taxation,  such  a  law  could  become,  in  a  measure,  responsible 
for  strengthening  results. 

There  are  some  apparently  quite  well-founded  views  in  opposi- 
tion to  paying  all  teachers,  irrespective  of  number  of  pupils  they 
may  have,  f^.")  ])er  month,  but  the  law  makes  provision  to  consoli 
date  schools,  and  I  believe  the  people  will  ask  the  directors  to 
abandon  several  of  the  country  schools,  before  many  years,  instead 
of  being  the  recipi(Mits  of  adverse  action,  as  has  been  the  case  in 
a  few  districts  where  directors  have  seen  the  wisdom  of  rearranging 
in  their  ])rovision  for  the  attendance  of  the  children  in  certain 
schools. 

After  all  is  said  and  done,  the  great  thing  in  (Mlucational  progress 
is  not  the  buildings  nor  the  systems  used  so  much  as  the  teachers. 
The  teachers  should  have  salaries  large  enough  to  (Miable  them  to 
lead  the  lives  of  cultured  men  and  women,  and  for  themselves  they 
should  strive  to  establish  a  cod  of  ethics  which  will  jnit  tluMr  calling 
in  life  on  the  highest  plane.  To  have  such  teachers  they  must  and 
should  be  paid  ade(iuately  and.  T  believe,  the  salary  act  will,  in  a 
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few  years,  be  coiieidered  as  a  strengthening  factor  in  the  onward 
progress  of  our  educational  system. 

Citizens  should  take  an  active  part  in  the  schools,  as  in  so  doing 
they  are  but  interesting  themselves  in  the  welfare  of  their  own 
children.  Aside  from  the  public  educational  function  the  main 
work  of  the  school  is  fusing  all  elements  into  a  national  life  and 
bringing  them  into  complete  harmony  with  the  institutions  of  the 
land. 

The  only  juet  ground  for  taking  any  man's  money  for  a  public 
purpose,  is  that  the  public  good  requires  it.  But,  says  some  stiff- 
necked  taxpayer,  I  have  educated  my  children  at  my  own  expense; 
or,  I  have  no  children  to  educate;  why  should  I  be  taxed  to  pay  for 
educating  the  children  of  others? 

But,  children  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity,  belong  not  to  the 
parents,  but  to  the  State,  to  society,  to  the  country.  Government 
calls  on  them  for  the  defense  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws. 
Take  the  men  of  our  army  and  navy,  what  are  they  for  but  to  de- 
fend the  property  that  has  been  taxed  to  educate  them?  Without 
them  what  would  property  be  worth? 

Again,  every  able-bodied  laborer  adds  to  the  wealth  of  the  com- 
munity, for  the  real  wealth  of  a  state  lies  in  its  amounts  of  pro- 
ductive labor.  Educated  labor  is  more  productive  than  ignorant 
labor.  The  testimony  of  all  the  mills,  factories  and  workshops  of 
the  world  is  that  intelligent  artisans  are  far  more  profitable  than 
ignorant  ones. 

The  school  directors  attending  the  meeting  of  their  convention 
two  years  ago  will  remember  how  clearly  Dr.  Schaeffer  illustrated, 
by  use  of  crayon  and  figures  on  a  blackboard,  the  difference  between 
educated  labor  and  uneducated  labor,  and  the  great  number  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  to  the  credit  of  educated  labor. 

Raise  the  standard  of  education  among  working  men,  and  the 
productive  value  of  property  is  increased.  Ignorance  and  idleness 
are  companions;  vice  and  ignorance  are  companions.  Experience 
shows  that  the  education  of  the  masses  affords  better  protection  to 
good  morals  and  more  security  to  the  rights  of  property  than  all 
the  criminal  enactments  that  can  be  made  or  the  prisons  that  can 
be  built.  Intelligence  makes  labor  respectable  and  honorable. 
Brute  labor — the  labor  of  the  menial — is  no  more  honorable  to-day 
than  when  the  unwilling  millions  toiled  on  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt. 
The  intelligent  brain  gives  dignity  to  the  toil  hardened  hand.  But 
we  may  base  the  necessity  for  general  education  on  still  broader 
grounds.  Every  man  born  into  the  world  to  enrich  it  by  his  labor, 
claims  an  education  as  an  inalienable  right,  as  much  as  liberty, 
food,  air  or  light.  Civilization  is  the  result  of  the  labors  of  all 
generationfl  which  have  existed  upon  the  earth.     Our  laws,  our  insti- 
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tutions,  books,  arts,  sciences  and  inventions,  are  mostly  the  pro- 
ducts of  generations  wliich  have  proceded  us.  Wliat  a  childlike 
generation  ours  would  be  were  the  printing  press,  and  the  power  of 
steam  and  electricity  swept  out  of  existence!  The  generation  now 
living  strikes  its  roots  deep  into  the  mental  strata  of  the  globe, 
and  draws  its  nutriment  from  all  past  generations.  As  the  miners 
gather  the  mineral  wealth  of  our  country,  upheaved  by  the  convul- 
sions of  great  ge()logi<'al  epochs  which  thrust  up  the  broken  ribs 
of  the  earth  through  granite  crusts,  so  do  we  enrich  ourselves  with 
the  wealth  of  pafit  time  uplifted  by  the  convulsions  of  nations.  Hav- 
ing been  educated  by  the  labors  of  preceding  generations,  we  cannot 
escape  the  responsibility  of  educating  those  who  are  to  succeed  ue. 
Every  man  who  is  indebted  to  society  for  an  education,  is  in  duty 
bound  to  discharge  that  debt  by  educating  the  child  who  is  to  suc- 
ceed him. 

The  effect  of  our  abundant  wealth,  unless  its  possessors  shall  be 
educated  and  trained  to  use  it  in  intellectual  pleasures  and  re- 
fined enjoyments,  will  be  to  sweep  us  into  the  rankest  and  grossest 
forms  of  materialism.  Our  State's  population  is  drawn  from  many 
nations,  and  from  many  different  parts  of  the  globe.  The  next 
generation  will  be  a  composite  one,  made  up  of  heterogeneous  atoms 
of  various  nationalities.  Nothing  can  Americanize  these  and 
breathe  into  them  the  spirit  of  our  institutions  but  the  public 
schools.  No  other  agency  under  heaven  can  crystal ize  these  in- 
harmonious elements  into  the  form  and  beauty  of  the  highest  civili- 
zatk>n. 

yW  is  a  Prussian  maxim,  "Whatever  you  would  have  appear  in  th(N^ 
li^  of  a  nation  you  must  put  into  the  schools.."  If  the  schools  in-  ^ 
ulcnte,  with  intellectual  training,  love  of  country,  cordial  submis- 
sion to  lawful  authority,  more  rectitude,  some  knowledge  of  the 
theory  and  organic  structure  of  our  government,  and  a  true  epirit 
of  patriotism,  then  shall  our  citizens  be  truly  men,  and  our  electors 
princes  indeed. 

When  I  consider  the  power  of  \\w  ])ublic  schools,  how  they  have 
disseminated  intelligenc(»  in  every  villaire  and  hamlet  and  log  house 
in  the  nation,  how  they  are  moulding  the  ]»lastic  elements  of  the 
next  generation  in  symmetry  of  modern  civilization,  T  cannot  think 
that  our  own  country  is  to  be  included  in  the  long  list 

To  my  teachers  I  submit  a  wish,  viz:  May  your  elTorts  be  euch 
in  relation  to  all  who  may  be  entrusted  to  your  care  that  hereafter, 
wherever  the  lot  of  your  pu:iils  may  b(»  cast  upon  the  broad  earth, 
they  may  look  upon  the  school  house  they  attended  as  the  place 
where  they  received,  besides  all  useful  learning,  a  love  foi"  all  tliat 
is  good,  pure  and  honorable,  which  has  never  left  them,  but  exerts 
an  altiding  influence  on  their  characters;  so  shall  vo»ir  memory  ever 
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be  kept  green  in  their  hearts;  so  shall  your  faithful  efforts  be  blessed 
in  tJieir  lives, 
^^/^'he  last  Legislature  appropriated  the  sum  of  ^100,000,  to  be  paid 
to  school  districts  supporting  toAvnshii)  high  schools.  This  anionut 
is  double  that  appropriated  in  1901,  and  was  found  to  be  necessary 
to  meet  the  increasing  demand.  From  the  amount  of  the  first  ap- 
propriation, made  in  1901,  $25,000  was  paid  annualh-,  and  from  the 
$100,000  appropriated,  |50.000  is  paid  annually.  For  the  year  clos- 
ing June,  inoi,  the  districts  maintaining  township  high  schools  will 
receive  .^800,  §600  or  1400  extra  appropriation,  depending,  as  the 
case  may  be,  whether  the  school  is  of  the  first,  second  or  third  class. 

In  the  school  year  1901-2,  the  first  year  after  the  appropriation 
for  township  high  schools  was  made,  there  were  66  township  high 
schools  established,  and  for  the  school  year  ending  in  June,  1902,  the 
number  had  increased  to  112  schools.  Thus,  we  see  the  object  of 
the  law  a  provision  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  academic 
branches  by  onr  boys  and  girls  while  residing  in  their  own  homes 
and  where  parental  supervision  can  co-operate  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  school. 

The  laws  are  nothing  but  the  expression  of  the  good  will  of  the 
people,  and  the  main  object  of  the  laws  of  education  is  to  educate. 
I  am  glad  to  report  two  township  high  schools,  Monroe  and  Noxen, 
which  have  been  successfully  managed  and  are  producing  fruitful 
results.  We  believe  wisdom  would  be  involved  were  more  of  our 
townships  to  pattern  after  Monroe  and  Noxen  townships  in  this 
respect. 

In  some  counties  independent  school  districts  are  being  aband- 
oned, one  district  formed  of  what  had  formerly  been  two,  and  town- 
ship high  schools  established,  with  gratifying  results.  There  is 
territory  in  this  county  that  might  be  similarly  treated,  resulting  in 
increased  benefits  to  a  greater  number  of  children. 

The  township  high  school  system  is  now  authorized  in  twenty 
states.  Twenty-three  counties  in  Ohio,  28  towns  in  Iowa  and  48 
in  Indiana  have  it  in  operation.  It  has  lately  been  authorized  in 
Michigan. 

Commendable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  establishment  of 
wchool  libraries.  The  teachers  report  2,295  volumes  already  in  the 
libraries  established,  an  aA'erage  of  12  books  per  school.  I  would 
recommend  much  more  growth,  however,  of  libraries  in  our  rural 
schools  especially. 

During  the  year  there  were  267  pupils  enrolled  who  were  never  in 
a  public  school  before. 

There  are  564  tfees  on  the  school  grounds  of  the  county.  Arbor 
day  was  fittingly  observed  by  Tunkhannock  borough  school,  in  April, 
A  good  program  was  finely  executed  and  the  address  by  attorney 
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Bradley  W.  Lewis,  president  of  the  school  board,  was  timely,  in- 
striutiiig  and  delivered  in  his  usual  manner.  Professor  Kepperly, 
principal  of  the  schools,  and  his  assistants,  were  untiring  in  their 
efl'orts  to  make  it  an  enjoyable  event  and  merited  much  praise. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Beaumont,  Noxen,  Laceyville  and 
Meshoppen.  IMne  Grove  school,  Mary  Swartwood,  teacher,  gave  an 
entertainment  from  which  they  received  |20.()0,  which  amount  was 
expended  for  a  school  library.     This  was  an  excellent  work. 

Several  schools  were  organized  into  literary  societies,  from  which 
much  good  was  derived  to  the  pupils  and  communities. 

^Icshopi>en  borough  painted  exterior  woodwork  of  their  school 
building.  Nicholson  borough  painted  their  school  building  and  sev- 
eral country  school  houses  received  quite  extensive  repairs. 

Nicholson  borough  put  a  piano  into  their  high  school  room.  The 
school  board  employed  a  music  director.  The  teachers,  scholars 
and  directors  are  to  be  congratulated. 

Tunkhannock  Independent  district  purchased  91|  square  feet  of 
slate  blackboard. 

Laceyville  borough  district  purchased  a  teacher's  desk  for  their 
principal's  room,  furnished  new  curtains  throughout  the  building; 
also,  a  new  flag  for  the  school.  Braintrim  township  school  board 
decided  upon  plans  for  a  new  school  building,  which  was  erected  at 
Skinners  Eddy.  The  contract  was  awarded  to  Whipple  Bros., 
price  |l,17o.  The  foundation  cost  |2()0.  The  building  is  30x52  feet, 
two  rooms,  26x30,  with  vestibule  in  front.  The  building  is  heated 
with  furnace.  The  lot  is  a  desirable  one,  having  several  fine  shade 
trees  and  a  stone  walk  running  the  entire  length  of  the  same. 

On  September  19,  a  flag-raising  at  the  castle  school  house  in 
Eaton  township,  under  the  auspices  of  Tunkhannock  O.  U.  A.  M., 
was  well  attended  and  an  interesting  event.  B.  Frank  Myers, 
Junior  Past  State  Councilor,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  made  the  preeenta- 
tion  speech. 

The  Wyoming  County  Directors'  Association  was  held  February  3, 
1904,  Newell  A.  Doty,  president,  and  Samuel  Decker,  secrteary. 
The  program  committee  consisted,  viz:  Dr.  A.  B.  Fitch.  Factoryville; 
Newell  A.  Doty,  :Mehoopany;  Walter  Mahon,  Lake  Winola;  Bradley 
W.  Lewis,  Tunkhannock;  F.  H.  Fassett,  Meshoppen,  and  F.  H.  Jar- 
vis,  Superintendent,  ex-othcio,  Tunkhannock.  There  was  the  largest 
attendance  of  directors  in  the  history  of  the  association.  Every 
district  but  four  in  the  county  was  represented. 

Class  day  exercises  of  Tunkhannock  high  school  were  observed 
in  Piatt's  opera  house  on  Friday,  June  3. 

The  fourth  annual  banquet  of  Meshoppen  High  School  Alumni 
Association  was  held  at  Mrs.  W.  W.  Woodward's  on  Friday  evening, 
May  13. 

11—6—1904 
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Interesting  graduation  exercises  were  held  in  Tuukliannock, 
Meshoppen.  Nicholson,  Beaumont,  Mehoopany  and  Factoryville. 
Those  receiving  diplomas  from  .Tunkhannock  were,  viz:  Mary  Slaw- 
son,  Lucie  A.  Titman,  Ruth  Estella  Broughton,  Frank  Pi.  P.  Diet- 
rich and  Paul  I.  Keeler,  Tunkhannock.  From  Meshoppen  high 
school,  viz:  Alice  Burr,  Addie  Allardice  and  Belle  Johnson, 
Meshoppen.  Monroe  township  high  school,  viz:  Leslie  E.  Fry. 
Nicholson  high  school,  viz:  Beulah  Mae  F.  Warner,  Eunice  Day,  H. 
Claude  Hardy,  Myrtle  M.  Wright,  Richard  J.  Hall,  Kathryn  L.  Ace, 
Arthur  A.  Hoppe,  Ruth  A.  Van  Auken  and  Lloyd  L.  Coil.  Mehoop- 
any high  school,  viz:  M.  Genevieve  Carpenter,  Hazel  Jennings,  Lu- 
cinda  Campbell,  Ethel  Robinson,  Vergie  Ferris.  Factoryville  bor- 
ough, Berber  N.  Cobb,  Harold  M.  Warren,  Fannie  E.  Wrigley,  Nettie 
B.  Wright,  Beatrice  E.  Taylor,  Robert  F.  Reynolds.  Nicholas  W. 
Mathewson  and  John  H.  Carpenter,  Factoryville. 

Visitors'  day  was  observed  on  November  26,  1903,  and  there  were 
a  total  number  of  982  visitors  present.  Some  teachers  failing  to 
observe  the  day  at  this  time  observed  it  later.  Such  reported  a 
total  of  fifty-two  visitors  present,  making  a  total  of  1,034  visita- 
tions. This  was  the  sixth  annual  observance  of  the  day,  and  the 
total  number  of  visits,  therefore,  7,128. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house, 
Tunkhannock,  December  7  to  11,  1903.  All  of  the  teachers  except 
two  were  present.  Instruction  was  given  by  Drs.  Henry  Houck, 
Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Elwood  L.  Kemp,  Byron  W.  King,  S.  W. 
Mountz;  Miss  Louie  Taylor  was  violin  soloist;  Dr.  S.  W.  Mountz,  of 
Chicago,  was  the  conductor  of  music  and  vocal  soloist.  Miss  Bertie 
Taylor  served  as  pianist. 

The  auditorium  was  thronged  with  j)eoj)le  at  each  session  and 
standing  room  much  of  the  time  was  not  available.  A  county  paper 
says  of  our  institute,  viz:  '"The  teachers'  institute  held  in  this  place 
last  week,  the  best  ever  held  in  Wyoming  county." 

Evening  entertainments  were  given  by  Roney's  Boys  Concert  Com- 
pany, of  Chicago.  Hendrickson  and  Rosani,  ''An  Evening  in  Won- 
derland." Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  of  Pittsburg,  delivered  a  lecture  on 
"Life,  Liberty  and  the  Pursuits  of  Happiness."  Rev.  Sam  P.  Jones, 
of  Cartersville,  Georgia,  lectured  on  ''Get  There  and  Stay  There," 
and  Prof.  W.  J.  Clarke,  of  New  York  City,  gave  a  scientific  lecture 
on  "Wonders  of  Modern  Science  and  Wireless  Telegraphy." 

We  deviated  from  program  arrangement  of  the  past  by  having 
an  entertainment  for  session  on  Friday  afternoon.  "Sketches  and 
Recitals,"  was  the  subject  of  the  entertainment  given  by  Dr.  Byron 
\V.  King  and  Mrs.  Byron  W.  King.  A  nominal  charge  of  twenty-five 
cents  was  made  to  them  attending  who  did  not  hold  season  tickets. 
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The  house  was  crowded.     The  entertainers  entirely  captivated  their 
audience  and  the  enterprise  proved  a  success. 

The  angel  of  death  visited  us,  taking  away  one  of  our  beloved 
teachers.  Miss  Mae  Storey,  of  Thurston,  Eaton  township.  Her 
funeral  was  largely  attended,  as  she  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
as  a  young  lady  of  genuine  Christian  character  by  a  wide  circle 
of  acquaintances  who,  with  her  parents  and  friends,  deeply  mourn 
her  departure. 

Let  us  seek  to  educate  the  people.  May  we  seek  to  work  upon  the 
mind  as  well  as  on  matter,  and  in  working  on  mind,  bear  in  mind, 
that  it  enlarges  the  human  intellect  and  heart.  ^A^'  know  when  we 
work  upon  materials  immortal  and  imperishable,  that  they  will 
bear  the  impress  which  we  place  upon  them  through  endless  ages 
to  come.  If  we  work  upon  marble,  it  will  perish;  if  we  work  upon 
brass,  time  will  efface  it;  if  we  rear  temples,  they  will  crumble  to 
the  dust,  but  if  we  work  on  immortal  minds,  if  we  imbue  them  with 
high  principles — with  the  just  fear  of  God  and  mankind — we  en- 
grave on  those  tablets  something  which  no  time  can  efface,  but 
which  shall  brighten  and  brighten  to  all  eternity. 

I  appeal  to  legislators,  and  I  am  encouraged  with  past  action  when 
school  bills  come  before  them,  to  bear  in  mind  that  in  providing 
for  schools,  a  liberal  expenditure  is,  in  the  end,  the  truest  economy; 
and,  when  the  cry  of  taxation  is  urged  against  any  reasonable  and 
necessary  appropriations,  to  remember  this  great  truth,  so  well 
expressed  by  Horace  Mann:  "In  our  country  and  in  our  times  no 
man  is  worthy  the  name  of  stateman  who  does  not  include  the  high- 
est practicable  education  of  the  people  in  all  his  plans  of  adminis- 
tration. He  may  have  eloquence,  he  may  have  knowledge  of  all 
history,  diplomacy,  jurisprudence — and  by  these  he  might  claim  in 
other  countries  the  elevated  rank  of  statesman — but,  unless  he 
speaks,  plans  and  labors,  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  for  the 
culture  and  education  of  the  whole  people,  he  is  not,  he  cannot  be, 
an  American-  statesman.'' 

Unprecedented  co-operation  has  been  given  me  in  the  work  of 
the  year  just  closed,  and  for  it  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  citizens, 
teachers,  directors,  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  to  the 
children  of  the  schools  of  Wvoming  countv. 


YORK  COUNTY— 1).  H.  Gardner, 


The  forty-ninth  annual  session  of  the  York  county  teachers'  insti- 
tute was  held  in  the  York  high  school  auditorium,  November  23  to 
27,  1903,  Of  the  655  teachers  teaching  in  the  county  and  city,  647 
attended  the  institute. 
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The  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  W.  W.  Parsons,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.; 
Dr.  Joseph  Swain,  Swarthniore,  Fa.;  Prof.  W.  L.  Harrin}i;ton, 
Charlestown,  Mass.;  Prof.  F.  M.  Green,  West  Chester,  Pa.;  Dr.  E. 
O.  Lyte,  Millersville,  Pa.;  Dr.  E.  T.  Jeffers,  York,  Pa.;  Mr.  Alex. 
Forbes,  :Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.;  Mrs.  Letitia  P.  Wilson,  York;  Miss  Bertha 
Herring:,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer  delivered  the  opening  address,  which  was 
highly  appreciated  by  the  teachers.  Dr.  Brumbaugh's  subject, 
"Pioneers  of  Pennsylvania."  Dr.  W.  W.  Parsons  discussed  "School 
Management  and  Psychology;"  Mr.  A.  Forbes,  "Psychology  and 
Geography;"  Prof.  F.  H.  Green,  "Literature;"  Prof.  Harrington, 
"History  and  Arithmetic;"  Mrs.  L.  Wilson,  "Kindergarten  and  Pri- 
mary Methods;"  Miss  Herring,  "Reading;"  Dr.  Swain,  "Ethics;" 
Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson,  of  Evansburg,  conducted  the  music. 

The  sessions  were  largely  attended  and  great  interest  manifested. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Dr.  Brumbaugh,  lec- 
ture, "Porto  Rico;"  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Green,  lecture,  "The  Key  to  the 
Twentieth  Century;"  concert,  Dunbar  Quartette  and  Bell  Ringers; 
concert,  The  Brockway  Jubilee  Singers;  entertainment.  The  Ameri- 
can Vitograph. 

In  compliance  with  the  law',  the  county  superintendent  appointed 
the  following  as  a  program  committee  for  the  Directors'  Associa- 
tion: William  Kerr,  Wrightsville;  Dr.  J.  Thomas  Galbreath,  Peach- 
bottom  township;  J.  T.  Crawford,  Delta;  J.  C.  Ernst,  West  Manches- 
ter; W.  H.  Sloat,  Fairview'  township. 

The  association  held  its  first  meeting  under  the  new  law  in  the 
York  high  school  auditorium,  Januarj'^  7,  1904,  The  session  was 
called  to  order  by  Supt.  D.  H.  Gardner.  The  Rev.  H.  H.  Apple, 
Trinity  Reformed  church,  conducted  the  devotional  exercises. 
County  Superintendent  Gardner  made  a  short  opening  address  in 
which  he  congratulated  the  directors  on  what  they  had  done  and 
urged  them  to  continue  to  be  progressive.  The  association  was 
organized  by  electing  Mr.  W.  L.  Glatfelter,  Spring  Grove,  president; 
B.  F.  Beard,  Wrightsville,  and  J.  W.  Richey,  Peach  Bottom,  vice 
president;  Mr.  Lewis  Hankel,  Penn  township,  secretary;  Mr.  Lee  S. 
Stoner,  Hellam  township,  treasurer.  The  meeting  was  largely  at- 
tended and  the  papers  read  were  listened  to  with  much  interest  and 
eagerly  discussed. 

The  first  paper  read  was  on  the  subject  "The  Care  of  School 
Property."  by  S.  J.  Barnett,  of  Delta.  The  paper  was  brimful  of 
information  and  suggestions  for  the  directors. 

City  Superintendent  Wanner  was  called  upon  to  discuss  this 
paper  and  tell  how  the  care  of  supplies  was  managed  in  York.  He 
explained  the  plan  adopted  in  the  city  and  then  answered,  in  a  very 
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satisfaetoiy  way,  a  uumber  of  questious  put  to  bim  by  the  rural 
directors. 

A  paper,  entitled  "School  Koom  Sauitation,"  was  read  by  Dr. 
H.  M.  Alleman,  president,  idlanover  school  board.  The  paper  was 
full  of  valuable  iuformatiou  concerning  the  way  a  building,  whether 
large  or  small,  should  be  heated,  lighted,  ventilated  and  cared  for. 
He  emphasized  the  importance  of  room  construction,  the  early 
elimination  and  for  a  sufficient  time  of  pupils  at  the  first  sight  of 
disease;  the  careful  supervision  of  all  text-books  and  a  shorter 
life  of  the  same,  and  that  more  care  and  attention  should  be  given 
to  the  regular  and  thorough  disinfection  of  buildings  and  school 
rooms.  Dr.  J.  Fletcher  Lutz,  of  Glen  Kock,  was  called  on  to  discuss 
this  paper.  He  seconded  Dr.  Alleman's  remarks  and  urged  that  the 
school  districts  abolish  and  not  ask  the  pupils  to  return  such  sup- 
plies as  pencils,  pen  holders,  etc.,  as  they  are  the  most  apt  to  carry 
diseases.  This  paper  was  further  ably  discussed  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Wentz, 
of  Hanover;  Prof.  A.  Wanner,  of  York,  and  Mr.  Lewis  Hankel,  of 
l*enn  township. 

Dr.  W.  C  Stick,  of  Glenville,  gave  a  very  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive talk  on  "Township  High  Schools."  He  took  the  high  school  at 
Glenville,  Codorus  township,  which  stood  first  in  the  list  last  year, 
as  a  model  and  told  the  directors  the  benefit  derived  from  such  a 
school.  He  said  the  appropriation  made  by  the  State  to  such 
schools  made  it  possible  to  conduct  a  first-class  one  w  ith  less  cost 
than  one  of  a  lower  grade,  etc. 

B.  F.  Stiue,  of  AViudsor  township,  then  read  a  very  able  discus- 
sion of  the  subject,  in  which  he  advocated  the  establishing  of  more 
high  schools  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Isaac  Bowser,  of  Shrewsbury  township,  in  discussing  the 
question,  "The  Practical  Application  of  the  Compulsory  School 
Law,"  said  that  for  a  long  time  to  come  school  directors  will  have 
more  or  less  trouble  in  enforcing  this  law,  especially  in  the  coun- 
ties where  agriculture  is  the  leading  occupation.  Mr.  Bowser  then 
gave  several  instances  of  cases  where  the  law  was  enforced  and  the 
way  in  which  it  was  done.  Mr.  H.  H.  Boesser,  Shrewsbury  town- 
ship, continued  the  discussion  and  explained  how  the  directors  of 
Shrewsbury  township  enforced  the  compulsory  law.  In  the  general 
discussion,  which  was  very  animated,  Messrs.  Eli  Miller,  of  East 
Manchester  township;  W.  H.  Boesser,  Shrewsbury  township;  \V.  II. 
Brodbeck.  of  JelVerson  borough;  S.  J.  Barnett,  of  Delta,  and  Aaron 
Ziegler,  of  Goldsboro. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Kimball,  ex-teaclier  of  Washington  township,  read  a 
very  excellent  paper  on  the  "^'a!ue  of  School  Libraries."  He  made 
a  strong  plea  for  more  libraries  in  rural  districts.  He  said  he  be- 
lieved that  if  we  had  more  libraries  with  good  literature  in  them. 
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the  children  could  be  kept  in  school  longer  and  our  almshouses  and 
penal  institutions  would  not  be  so  crowded.  He  said  he  hoped  to 
see  a  good  library  in  each  school  in  the  count}',  and  that  he  believed 
that  ten  dollars  spent  for  a  library  in  each  school  room  would  do 
far  more  good  than  it  does  for  many  other  things  for  which  it  is 
spent. 

Hon.  R.  L.  Myers,  of  Cumberland  county,  addressed  the  associa- 
tion on  the  subject,  "Centralization  of  Schools"  in  such  a  way  as 
to  hold  the  closest  attention  of  the  directors  for  more  than  one 
hour. 

The  following  were  chosen  delegates  to  the  State  Directors'  As- 
sociation, to  be  held  in  Harrisburg,  February,  1904:  John  T.  At- 
kins, Lower  Chanceford  township;  L.  S.  Stoner,  Hellam  township; 
A.  L.  Wiley,  Peach  Bottom  township;  J.  W.  Little,  Penn  township, 
and  S.  J.  Barnett,  Delta. 

Our  teachers  do  a  very  great  deal  of  professional  reading  and 
continue  to  be  progressive  and  vigorous  workers.  The  reading 
arranged  by  the  committee — the  Chautauqua  Course  to  be  the  major 
course  for  the  coming  year.  Supplementary  course — "The  Art  of 
Teaching,"  by  E.  E.  White;  "Jean  Mitchell's  School;"  "Glimpses  of 
Longfellow,"  by  Ella  May  Corson;  "Educational  Foundations;"  that 
teachers  memorize  the  poem  "Footsteps  of  Angels,"  by  Longfellow. 

Eight  local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county.  These 
meetings  were  well  attended  and  practical  methods  of  teaching  and 
other  features  of  school  work  were  intelligently  discussed  by  the 
teachers.     The  results  of  these  meetings  cannot  be  estimated. 

During  the  year  forty  examinations  were  held.  There  were  423 
applicants,  370  of  whom  received  certificates. 

Of  the  512  teachers  in  service,  302  are  males  and  210  are  females. 
One  hundred  and  five  are  Normal  graduates,  9  college  graduates,  32 
hold  permanent  certificates,  31  hold  professional  certificates  and  335 
hold  provisional. 

East  Prospect  furnished  one  room  and  opened  a  primary  school. 

Glen  Rock  furnished  a  room  and  elected  an  assistant  in  the  high 
school. 

Hanover  school  board  erected  a  superb  two-story  brick  building, 
with  sandstone  trimming,  at  a  cost  of  120,000.  This  building  is 
up-to-date  in  design  and  construction  and  contains  a  basement,  eight 
large  rooms,  spacious  hallways,  all  equipped  with  every  modern 
convenience.  This  building  reflects  not  only  the  wisdom  and  good 
judgment  of  the  directors  but  the  advanced  educational  sentiment  of 
the  people. 

Ts^orth  York  school  furnished  a  room  for  a  recitation  room  and 
elected  an  assistant  in  the  high  school. 

Spring  Garden  school  board  tore  down  a  two-room  building  and 
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oreeteU  upou  the  site  a  liaudsome  two-story  brick  buildiug,  coutaiu- 
ing  four  rooms,  which  are  furnished  with  slate  blackboards  and 
single  desks. 

Quite  a  number  of  school  houses  were  repaired  and  school  grounds 
were  enlarged  and  improved.  ^ 

The  work  done  in  the  high  schools  was  most  excellent.  The 
number  graduated  was  as  follows:  Codorus  township  high  school, 
5;  Uauover,  14;  Wrightsville,  8;  Red  Lion,  16;  Dallastown,  8;  Delta, 
6;  Yoe  borough,  2.  The  commencement  exercises  were  largely  at- 
tended and  the  orations  and  essays  of  the  graduates  thoroughly 
appreciated. 

My  earnest  thanks  are  due  to  the  School  Department  for  many 
valuable  suggestions,  to  the  press  for  many  favorable  comments, 
and  to  the  directors,  teachers  and  citizens  for  the  interest  shown 
in  the  public  schools. 
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ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow, 


Total  enrollment  for  the  year,  19,453. 

Average  monthly  enrollment,  15,367. 

Average  daily  attendance,  13,719. 

Enrollment  in  night  schools,  394. 

Average  attendance  in  night  schools,  253. 

After  the  small-pox  scare  of  September  and  October,  1903,  had 
passed,  our  schools  had  a  period  of  prosperity  and  progress.  No 
other  epidemic  or  misfortune  came  upon  us. 

Manual  training,  cooking  and  sewing  will  soon  be  installed  in  all 
our  schools.  Every  year  establishes  domestic  science  and  shop 
work  in  two  or  three  additional  buildings.  The  schools  will  soon 
all  be  in  line  on  this  important  matter. 

The  kindergartens  continue  to  multipl}'.  We  have  acquired  three 
during  the  year,  making  in  all  a  total  of  sixteen. 

During  the  year  the  board  of  controllers  employed  a  supervisor 
of  i)hysical  culture,  and  regular  instruction  is  now  given  in  all  the 
schools  in  that  branch.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  our 
schools  as  near  the  front  of  the  procession  as  possible. 


ALLENTOWX— Francis  D.  Raub. 


The  work  in  the  schools  has  progressed  regularly  throughout  the 
year.  The  attendance  of  pupils  was  somewhat  interrupted,  in  part 
by  the  strese  of  the  weather  prevailing  during  the  winter  months, 
and,  again,  through  the  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases.  Every 
precaution  was  taken  by  the  directors  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
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these  diseases  by  having  the  buildings  fumigated  and  disinfected 
at  regular  intervals. 

The  Hunsieker  building,  in  the  Fifth  ward,  was  occupied  at' the 
beginning  of  the  year,  accommodating  four  grade  schools  and  the 
commercial  department  of  the  high  school.  The  latter  was  housed 
there  temporarily  with  the  view  of  returning  to  the  high  school 
building  next  year.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  remodel  the  Eighth 
ward  building,  on  Ninth  street,  during  the  coming  summer.  Addi- 
tional accommodations  must  be  provided  in  the  near  future,  in  the 
northern  and  western  parts  of  the  city,  since  the  erection  of  dwell- 
ings in  those  parts  will  render  such  a  step  necessary.  The  board  is 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  a  girls'  high  school  building  should 
be  erected,  and  when  this  is  accomplished  it  may  tend  to  relieve 
certain  other  buildings. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  is  enforced,  with  very  little  op- 
position and  has  resulted  in  benefiting  a  class  of  children  who 
would  otherwise  have  been  deprived  of  attendance  at  school.  The 
factory  inspectress  has  co-operated  largely  with  the  attendance  of- 
ficer in  returning  to  school,  those  who  were  not  legally  qualified  to 
leave  school.  We  think  she  would  be  materially  assisted  if  a 
written  statement  from  teacher  or  some  one  in  authority  was  re- 
quired, setting  forth  that  the  child  has  acquired  a  certain  degree 
of  proficiency  in  its  studies.  This  statement,  in  conr.ection  with  the 
magistrates'  certificate  now  required,  would  clearly  set  forth  the 
child's  right  to  be  employed. 

Believing  that  our  schools  are  making  a  steady  advance,  we  feel 
satisfied  that,  by  the  earnestness  displayed  by  the  teachers  in  the 
past,  the  interest  shown  by  the  community  and  the  co-operation  of 
the  board,  the  coming  school  year  will  be  successful. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  tliank  the  Department  for  the  courtesy 
shown  in  our  intercourse  with  it. 


ALTOONA— D.   S.  Keith. 


The  recommendation  in  last  year's  report,  to  purchase  a  site  for 
a  new  high  school  building,  received  favorable  consideration.  Nine 
lots  have  been  purchased,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
erection  of  a  first-class  building,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  in  about  a  year. 

The  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  numbered  forty-seven 
members.  The  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  opera 
house,  in  the  ]»resence  of  a  large  audienre  and  were  of  a  high  order 
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in  poiul  of  dc'livt'i_\  :ni<l  literary  ])i"0(ln('ti()ii,  rellcclin*.'  ci-cflit  iiik)ti 
the  school. 

The  commercial  department,  which  is  comparatively  new,  prom- 
ises to  become  popular  with  those  who  desire  to  devote  their  ener- 
gies to  clerical  ov  business  i)Ositions.  The  course  has  been  jjut  on 
a  par  with  the  other  de])artment8  by  adding  a  i)ortion  of  the  general 
curriculum.  This  enables  ])upils  who  complete  a  full  four-years' 
course  to  reap  the  advantages  of  a  special  department  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  receive  the  culture  which  adds  not  only  to  their 
specialties  but  prepares  them  also  for  a  Avider  field  of  action. 

While  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  high  school  has  its  imperfec- 
tions, yet  its  value  as  an  educational  factor  in  the  district  must 
not  be  overlooked.  It  wields  an  influence  that  permeates  and  af- 
fects the  whole  system  of  schools,  and  the  records  of  its  pupils 
who  enter  higher  institutions  of  learning  verify  the  statement  of 
the  high  rank  in  efficiency  which  it  holds  in  the  list  of  secondary 
schools. 

Last  summer  a  room  was  fitted  up  in  the  basement  of  the  Emer- 
son building  and  manual  training  was  introduced.  The  boys  of  the 
high  school  received  two  lessons  ])er  week  and  the  boys  of  the 
grammar  schools  one  lesson  per  week.  A  good  beginning  was  made. 
The  work  was  practical  and  was  very  much  enjoyed  by  the  pupils. 

In  order  to  have  a  full  and  rounded  education  the  hand  and  head 
both  need  to  be  trained.  Manual  work  trains  not  merely  the  hand 
but  exerts  a  strong  influence  upon  the  training  of  the  mind  also. 
It  has  been  said  that  manual  training  is  a  fad,  advocated  by  those 
whose  scope  of  education  is  narrow.  This  has  been  done  especially 
by  those  who  view  it  only  along  the  line  of  utility,  which  is  one  of 
the  strong  arguments  in  its  favor.  The  social  changes  of  the 
present  time  have  had  much  to  do  in  emphasizing  its  importance, 
but  the  principle  whir-h  underlies  all  manual  training  is  found  to 
exist  with  the  earliest  civilization.  This  is  an  industrial  age,  in 
which  skilled  workmen  are  needed  in  the  various  departments  of 
manual  labor.  Afere  muscular  power  will  not  meet  the  demands 
of  the  present  day.  Machinery  operated  by  intelligent  hands  now 
performs  much  of  the  work  which  previously  was  drudgery,  the  task 
of  unskilled  workmen.  The  changes  in  the  industrial  world  have 
given  an  air  of  respectability  and  refinement  to  labor  which  was  un- 
known a  few  decades  ago.  The  feeling  which  existed  years  ago, 
that  higher  education  tended  to  prejudice  students  against  honest 
labor  and  made  boys  lazy,  had  its  cause  in  the  kind  of  education  of 
that  day.  The  introduction  of  manual  training  into  the  public 
schools  will  enable  pupils  who  engage  in  manual  work  to  appreci- 
ate the  dignity  of  labor,  and,  when  not  thus  engaged  directly  them- 
selves, to  sympathize  with  the  workmen  who  earn  their  living  with 
their  hands. 
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Miuiual  traiiiiui;  is  valuable  also  in  furnishing  idiysical  exercise 
and  in  jj^iving  interest  to  tlie  rej^ular  branches.  Boys  who  manifest 
no  pleasure  in  their  school  studies  show  great  interest  in  manual 
work,  and  are  often  thus  influenced  to  continue  longer  in  school; 
the  lessons  in  their  books  become  more  interesting  to  them. 

President  Nicholas  Murray  Butler,  of  Columbia  University,  says: 
"The  boy  who  has  passed  through  the  curriculum  which  includes 
manual  training  will  make  a  better  carpenter,  a  better  draughtsman, 
or  a  better  metal  worker  than  he  who  has  not  had  the  benefit  of 
that  training.  But  it  is  also  true  that  he  will  make  a  better  lawyer, 
a  better  jdiysician,  a  better  clergyman,  a  better  teacher,  a  better 
merchant — should  he  elect  any  of  those  honorable  callings  and  all 
for  the  same  reason,  namely,  that  he  is  a  better  equipped  and  more 
thoroughly  educated  man  than  his  fellow  in  whose  preparation 
manual  training  is  not  included." 

The  girls  of  the  grammar  grade  were  instructed  in  plain  sewing, 
under  direction  of  the  regular  teachers,  during  the  time  the  boys 
of  the  same  grade  were  engaged  in  the  manual  training  room.  The 
girls  took  great  interest  in  their  work  and  good  results  were  accom- 
plished. 

Three  kindergartens  were  opened  last  September  and  were  made 
a  part  of  the  public  school  system.  Two  of  the  s'hools  were  so 
much  crowded  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  the  minimum  age  of 
admission  five  years.  The  schools  became  popular  and  were  very 
successful.  It  is  the  intention  to  increase  the  number  from  year 
to  year,  till  every  building  shall  have  a  kindergarten. 

The  annual  institute  held  the  third  week  of  March,  was  regarded 
the  best  yet  held  in  the  city.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  were 
Mrs.  Anna  E.  Friedman,  Dr.  Henry  R.  Pattengill.  Supt.  James  M, 
Coughlin,  Dr.  N.  C.  SchaetTer,  Prof.  Clans  E.  Karleon  and  Miss 
Eleanor  H.  Campbell. 


ARCHBALD— ^Y.  A.  Kellv 


This  has  been  the  first  year  under  the  supervision  of  a  superin- 
tendent, and  it  certainly  has  been  a  great  success.  The  district  has 
succeeded  during  this  term  of  paying  off  a  debt  of  |2,308.29.  The 
board  of  directors,  superintendent  and  teachers  worked  in  perfect 
harmony,  especially  the  superintendent  and  teachers.  The  pupils 
have  shown  a  greater  interest  and  a  greater  activity  in  school  work 
than  in  past  years.  All  evening  schools,  with  one  exception,  were 
held  in  the  Central,  or  graded  building;  under  this  condition,  the 
attendance  held  on  very  good  during  term.  General  repair  work 
is  now  going  on  in  the  six  difl'ereut  buildings  of  district,  so  that 
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everything  will  be  in  good  condition  to  resume  work  on  September 
6.  During  the  coming  term  I  intend  to  institute  a  lecture  course 
for  the  benefit  of  the  general  public.  I  have  tried  this  before,  but 
did  not  succeed.  I  hope  for  better  success  this  year.  I  also  intend 
to  give  a  series  of  high-grade  children's  concerts  for  the  benefit 
of  all  pupils.  Regular  music  courses  are  to  be  instituted  this  term 
for  the  first  time  in  history  of  our  schools;  in  past  years  I  have 
had  charge  of  this  work  and  it  consisted  chiefly  of  a  thorough  prepa- 
ration for  closing  exercises.  The  closing  exercises  last  June  were 
conceded  by  all  to  be  the  most  elaborate  and  most  successful  in  the 
history-  of  our  schools.  Tliirteen  very  bright  pupils  graduated  from 
the  high  school.  Supt.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  was  speaker  of 
the  evening.  His  discourse,  dealing  on  general  education,  was  en- 
joyed b}'  a  very  large  house,  and  especially  hj  the  graduates  and 
pupils  in  general. 


ASHLAND— Wm.  G.  Estler. 


Enrolled,  day  schools,  males,  G23;  females,  673;  total,  1,296. 

Enrolled,  evening  school,  males,  83;  total  enrollment,  1,379. 

Average  attendance,  day  schools,  1,044. 

Average  attendance,  evening  school,  31. 

Percentage  of  attendance,  day  schools,  87. 

Percentage  of  attendance,  evening  school,  63. 

Cost  of  each  pupil  per  month,  r?1.32. 

This  was  our  second  year  to  have  the  services  of  an  attendance 
oflScer.  The  records  show  that  the  same  children  required  the 
attention  of  the  officer  each  week.  Making  an  investigation,  it  was 
found  that  either  father  or  mother,  or  both  parents,  were  dead; 
invariably,  the  one  who  maintained  order  in  the  home.  Our  tru- 
ancy list  was  made  up  largely  of  such  unfortunate  children. 

The  old  double-seated  furniture  in  the  grammar  schools  was  dis- 
carded and  replared  with  new  single  seats. 

Encyclopaedias  were  placed  into  the  high  and  grammar  schools. 
Teachers  and  pupils  appreciate  the  addition  to  their  reference  li- 
braries. 

After  trying  various  methods  of  conducting  our  high  school  com- 
mencements, among  others,  employing  outside  talent,  it  was  decided 
this  year  to  return  to  the  old  plan  of  requiring  each  member  of  the 
class  participating.  On  Tuesday  evening.  May  31,  a  class  of  twenty- 
one,  eight  boys  and  thirteen  girls,  clothed  in  cap  and  gown,  the  first 
class  to  so  appear,  participated  in  the  graduating  exercises.  The 
address  to  the  class  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Heinze,  the  retiring  president  of 
the  school  board,  was  an  able  effort,  and  very  much  appreciated. 
The  twenty-seventh  commencement  was  a  pronounced  success. 
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BEAVEK  FALLS— Edward  Maguire.^ 


Our  registration  for  the  year  1903-4  was  1,814  and  our  percentage 
of  atteudauce  1)1.  The  attendance  was  much  allected  by  illness, 
epidemics  of  whooping  cough  and  measles,  and  a  good  many  cases  of 
diphtheria  among  the  children  being  the  causes. 

There  were  in  attendance  807  boys  and  1)47  girls,  the  number  of 
girlti  predominating  in  the  highest  grades  and  in  the  high  school, 
in  a  ratio  of  about  3  to  1.  Many  girls  leave  schools  far  too  early 
also.  The  opportunity  to  go  to  work  early  and  the  cupidity  of 
parents  combined  produce  conditions  which  can  only  be  remedied 
by  law.  We  should  have  an  exact  registry  of  births,  a  better  way 
of  taking  the  school  census  and  a  longer  period  of  compulsory  at- 
tendance. 

Our  attendance  officer  investigated,  during  the  year,  1,561  cases, 
314  from  the  assessors'  lists  and  1,247  reported  during  the  year. 
There  were  328  cases  of  absence  without  satisfactory  excuse,  and 
these  were  all  returned  to  school  and  required  to  attend  somewhat 
regularly  with  the  exception  of  sixten,  who  could  not  be  found. 

The  changes  in  organization  begun  last  year  were  completed  this 
year.  The  number  of  examinations  was  reduced  to  three  and  will 
be  reduced  to  two  next  year,  the  number  contemplated  when  the 
revised  course  was  adopted.  Promotions  were  made  semi-annually 
for  the  tirst  time,  with  much  benefit,  we  think.  As  proof,  in  January, 
294  pupils  who,  under  the  old  yearly  promotion  plan,  would  have  been 
held  back  till  the  end  of  the  year,  were  advanced  to  the  next  grade. 

The  room  library  jjlan  has  been  in  full  operation.  The  circulation 
of  books  helpful  in  the  subjects  studied  was  2G,5S2. 

An  English  sciimtific  course  was  added  to  the  high  school  work, 
giving  it  somewhat  greater  breadth,  and  providing  better  for  the 
different  needs  of  pupils. 

^^'e  have  not  yet  provided  for  kindergartens  or  manual  training, 
and  music  and  drawing  are  still  without  su[)ervisors. 

Everything  considered,  .this  year  has  been  better  than  last,  the 
woi'k  being  better  in  haiul  among  teachers  and  pui»ils,  more  settled 
and  steadier.  Their  elVorts  have  been  strong,  and  they  have  been 
generally  successful. 

The  high  school  is  now  working  up  to  the  new  conrses.  ((nnplet- 
ing  all  the  retjuired  work.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  opportunity 
to  elect  work  in  the  third  and  fourth  years,  and  extra  classes  in 
trigonometry  and  advaneed  rnit<'d  States  history  were,  for  the  first 
time,  formed. 

A  public  contest  between  the  literary  societies  and  a  Uctnre  on 
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radium  have  furuished  the  means  to  add  cousiderably  to  the  appa- 
ratus aud  to  the  high  school  library. 

Commencement  ^Yas  held  May  27  and  fifteen  diplomas  were 
awarded. 

It  is  becoming  axiomatic  to  say  that  a  teacher  can  not  do  her 
best  when  beset  by  the  petty  cares  of  living.  Most  people  agree 
to  the  proposition,  and  then  begin  to  set  up  obstacles  to  increase 
in  salaries.  There  was  much  agitation  of  the  subject  here  a  year 
ago,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  report  that  the  outcome  was  successful. 
A  new  schedule  of  salaries,  based  on  grade  and  experience,  was 
adopted,  and  our  teachers  received  an  average  of  about  seven  dollars 
a  month  more  than  the  year  before.  This  was  a  good  start  in  the 
right  direction,  and  has  paid  much  more  than  the  extra  money.  The 
schedule  is  good  for  the  present,  but  will  need  revision  later. 

We  hope  that  it  may  be  possible  to  report  continued  improvement 
to  vou  in  the  future. 


BETHLEHEM— Fred.  A^'.  Robbins. 


The  year  has  been  fairly  successful.  In  some  respects  conditions 
were  unfavorable.  One-third  of  the  teaching  force  was  changed,  in- 
cluding several  of  the  best  and  most  experienced  teachers.  Conta- 
gious diseases  and  inclement  weather  prevented  regular  attendance 
by  the  children. 

Substantial  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  teaching  of  the 
common  branches.  Reading,  writing,  spelling  and  arithmetic  have 
been  strengthened.  A  course  of  historical  reading  beginning  with 
the  third  year  aud  continuing  through  the  grammar  grades  has  been 
ijlanned.  The  results  in  drtiwing  and  vocal  music  deserve  especial 
mention.  Very  creditable  Avork  is  done  in  these  branches,  not  only 
in  the  grades,  but  also  in  the  high  school. 

A  series  of  teachers*  meetings,  ten  in  number,  Avas  held  during 
the  term.  They  were  confined  to  the  winter  months  that  teachers 
might  be  free  during  the  pleasant  Saturdays  of  fall  and  spring.  De- 
Garmo's  ''Inteiest  and  Education"  was  adopted  as  the  book  for 
study.  The  same  plan  will  be  followed  next  year,  with  Hugo's  ^'Les 
Miserables"  as  the  book  for  reading  and  discussion. 

An  exceptionally  large  class  graduated  from  the  high  school. 
Sixty  five  per  cent,  belonged  to  the  commercial  department.  The 
organization  of  a  high  school  association,  having  charge  of  the 
athletics,  library,  school  paper,  and  school  exercises,  promises  to 
become  an  important  feature  of  the  school.  The  present  three  year 
course  of  study  will  be  lengthened  to  four  years,  and  strengthened, 
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uot  b^v  additional  biauilu's,  but  by  j;ivin;:  tiiuit-  tiiin-  to  rli«'  sliidicK 
in  the  present  course. 

Many  teachers  are  not  strong  in  their  methods  of  presenting  the 
subject  matter  to  the  class.  To  master  and  practice  a  new  method 
requires  sustained  effort.  Teachers,  therefore,  are  inclined  to  fall 
back  to  primitive  ways  of  doing  things.  For  twenty  years  little 
attention  has  been  given  to  methods  of  teaching  at  teachers'  insti- 
tutes. Teachers  have  learned  of  new  methods  only  through  reading. 
In  order  to  overcome  this  defect  in  the  institute,  monthly  grade 
meetings  aie  held  throughout  the  year,  at  which  modern  methods  of 
teaching  are  discussed  and  illustrated.  In  addition,  teachers  are 
sent  to  different  schools  in  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  observing 
methods  of  teaching.  One  day  each  month  is  allowed  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  superintendent. 


BKADDOCK— Grant  Norris. 


Enrollment:   Male,  1,095;  female,  l.UGl;  total,  2,15(5. 

.Average  attendance:  Male,  825;  female.  T'JO;  total,  1,021. 

Per  cent,  of  attendanc-e:  Male,  94;  female,  93;  total,  93.5. 

Of  the  above  enrollment  93  were  in  the  high  school  where  the  aver- 
age att  ndance  was  83.  and  per  cent,  of  attendance  95.  Fifteen 
pupils  were  graduated  from  a  four  years  course  in  the  high  school, 
and  two  from  a  three  year's  course,  known  as  the  commercial  course. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  high  school  enrollment  is  very  low  as 
compared  with  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  grades.  The  activities  of 
this  great  commercial  and  manufacturing  vaUey  seem  to  be  enticing 
to  our  pupils  in  the  7th,  8lh  and  high  school  grades.  Consequently 
th'ey  go  out  from  the  schools  to  earn  from  one  to  two  dollars  per  day. 
not  realizing  that  their  earning  capacity  and  general  usefulness 
would  be  more  than  doubled  in  the  end  were  they  to  remain  in  school. 
I  am  earnestly  trying  to  solve  the  question  of  keeping  pupils  in 
school  in  this  great  commercial  section.  Any  suggestion  from  the 
Department  of  Education,  or  from  fellow  superintendents  and  prin- 
cipals would  be  gladly  received. 

At  the  close  of  this  school  year  47  pupils  passed  our  high  school 
entrance  examination.  Last  year  the  number  was  exactly  the  same, 
47.  Of  these  47  we  received  28  into  the  high  school,  12  entered  busi- 
ness colleges,  or  academies,  seven  went  to  work  in  offices  or  as 
laborers. 

Four  of  the  graduates  of  last  year's  class  tinished  a  State  normal 
course  this  year;  one  entered  junior  at  college;  four  taught  school; 
one  remained  at  home  with  her  mother;  one  entered  a  business  col 
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lege;  one  weut  into  business  with  liis  father;  two  are  clerks  with  the 
Carnegie  Steel  Company;  one  has  taken  up  engineering;  one  is  a 
clerk  in  a  department  store. 

Five  of  our  graduiitt's  from  this  year's  class  knocked  at  the  door 
of  the  State  Normal  School  for  admission  into  the  senior  class,  as 
last  year,  but  were  refused  admission.  At  one  normal  school  they 
weix?  discouraged  from  it  by  the  faculty  before  they  had  completed 
the  faculty  examination.  At  another  normal  school  they  were  in- 
vited to  appear  before  the  faculty  with  the  encouragement  that 
they  would  be  given  an  opportunity  to  appear  before  the  State 
Board,  provided  they  met  the  requirements  of  the  faculty.  They 
w'ere  given  twelve  examinations  in  one  day,  but  failed  in  German 
and  mathematics,  one  of  whom  had  already  passed  the  college  en- 
trance examination  in  German.  This  reflected  either  seriously  and 
unjustly  upon  our  high  school  work  or  upon  the  State  normal  school 
where  they  applied. 

Our  public  school  course  consists  of  eight  years  work,  and  our 
high  school  four  years  work,  on  the  completion  of  which  none  of 
our  pupils  are  classified  below  freshmen  in  our  first  class  colleges 
and  in  other  good  colleges  they  receive  even  a  higher  classification. 
The  colleges  where  our  i^upils  have  entered  have  been  very  compli- 
mentary about  the  sound  preparation  of  our  pupils.  None  of  the 
State  normals  requires  what  we  would  call  one  year's  work  above 
our  high  school  course  for  graduation,  and  yet  it  would  appear  that 
our  pupils  must  take  two  years  to  do  less  than  one  year's  work. 
\Yhat  is  the  use,  then,  of  having  over  two  year's  work  in  the  high 
school  for  pupils  who  want  a  normal  school  "ceitificate?  I  do  not 
object  to  two  year's  of  professional  training  above  a  first  class  high 
school  with  a  four  year's  course,  but  I  do  object  to  our  high  school 
pupils'  sjjending  six  jears  in  getting  through  the  normal  school  as 
the  course  is  now  arranged.  (Four  years  in  high  school,  two  years 
in  normal),  when  a  pupil  who  has  finished  our  eighth  grade  can  and 
has  graduated  in  three  years,  just  one-half  the  time  by  missing  the 
high  school.     This  naturally  repudiates  the  high  school  work. 

I  do  not  include  this  in  my  report  in  the  way  of  censure  on  any- 
body', but  that  it  might  incite  the  normal  schools  and  the  high  schools 
to  a  better  understanding  with  one  another. 

At  the  opening  of  school,  Septembei'  .j,  1904.  \\'e  shall  occupy  our 
new  building  in  the  first  ward.  This  building  is  erected  and 
equipped  at  a  cost  of  $125,00t).  It  furnishes  17  public  school  rooms, 
four  rooms  for  Domestic  Science,  and  four  rooms  for  Manual  Train- 
ing. The  building  is  complete  in  every  particular  and  reflects  great 
credit  upon  the  Braddcck  board  of  education. 

Since  m}'  last  report,  the  Forge  Department  in  connection  with 
Manual  Training  has  been  completely  equipped  and  set  in  operation 
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by  our  generous  benefactor,  Mr.  Thomas  Morrison,  of  the  Edgar 
Thomson  Steel  Works.  Mr.  John  Thomson  of  Teachers'  College, 
Columbia  University,  N.  Y.,  has  complete  charge  and  is  promoting 
excellent  work.  The  interest  in  manual  training  and  domestic 
science  is  increasing  each  year  among  our  pupils  and  patrons. 
These  departments  are  a  great  stimulus,  rather  than  a  hindrance,  to 
grade  work. 

Mr.  M.  E.  Bennett  has  charge  of  our  penmanship  and  art.  He  is 
working  in  conjunction  with  the  manual  training  and  domestic 
science  departments,  as  well  as  with  the  regular  grade  work  of  the 
schools.  Our  schools  have  an  exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair  at  St.  Louis, 
on  account  of  which  we  have  a  check  for  §30.U0  from  West  Chester, 
where  the  preliminary  Pennsylvania  exhibit  was  shipped  for  inspec- 
tion by  oUicials  selected  by  the  State  Educational  Department. 

During  the  past  year  much  discussion  was  carried  on  in  the  educa- 
tional papers  of  the  State  and  nation  on  better  pay  for  teachers. 
This  agitation  has  had  a  good  eii'ect  in  many  cities  and  boroughs  of 
this  end  oi'  the  State.  The  increase  in  salaries  in  Braddock  amounts 
to  over  seven  and  one  half  per  cent,  above  last  year's  pay.  This 
is  as  it  should  be,  and  is  very  gratifying  to  all  progressive  people 
who  are  connected  with  our  schools.  The  ministers  of  the  Gospel 
in  Pittsburg  and  surrounding  vicinity  deserve  great  credit  for  taking 
this  question  into  the  pulpit  and  discussing  it  from  a  moral  and 
ethical  standpoint.  We  are  all  thankful  to  these  professional  men 
for  taking  this  matter  up  in  the  daily  papers  and  magazines.  Intel- 
ligent discussions  will  count.  Xo  one  is  more  appreciative  of  helpful 
words  than  the  public  school  teacher.  No  one  is  more  in  need  of 
them. 

The  fundamental  work  of  our  schools  was  never  in  better  condi- 
tion. Our  reading  is  greatly  stimulated  by  free  supplementary 
books  from  the  Carnegie  Library  under  the  wise  and  progressive 
movements  of  my  predecessor,  Mr.  George  U.  Lamb,  now  librarian 
of  that  institution.  lie  has  proved  conclusively  that  free  libraries 
may  do  a  great  and  lasting  work  in  the  public  schools.  We  need 
more  such  men  on  the  outside  who  can  see  the  great  possibilities  of 
the  public  schools.  We  receive  a  case  of  books  each  month  for  each 
room.  These  books  are  delivered  and  taken  away  free  of  charge. 
These  books  are  given  out  under  the  close  supervision  of  teacher  and 
l>rincipal,  and  are  not  only  taken  home,  but  are  read  by  the  pupils. 
Would  it  not  be  wise  for  oth(U'  and  all  librarians  to  take  up  this 
great  work"? 
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BRADFORD  CITY— E.  E.  Miller. 


At  the  opening  of  the  school  term,  Sept.,  1903,  284  pupils  entered 
the  first  step,  primary  grade.  143  pupils  entered  the  high  school  from 
the  grammar  grade.  8G  pupils  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  the 
close  of  the  school  year.  This  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  average  for 
several  years  past. 

These  conditions  shaw  that  50  per  cent,  of  all  the  pupils  enrolled 
in  the  primary  grades  remain  to  complete  the  grammar  school  course, 
and  that  50  per  cent,  of  all  who  enter  the  high  school  and  25  per  cent, 
of  the  total  enrollment,  complete  the  high  school  course. 

The  high  school  enrollment  for  the  year  was  4.52,  which  further 
verifies  the  figures  as  given.  The  statement  frequently  heard,  that 
but  4  or  5  per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment  of  pupils  ever  reach  the 
high  school,  is  entirely  incorrect  so  far  as  this  city  is  concerned. 

It  may  further  be  stated  that  95  per  cent,  of  all  pupils  who  com- 
plete the  grammar  school  course,  enter  the  high  school. 

The  conditions  as  stated  above  are  due  to  a  number  of  causes:  (1) 
Tupils,  who  complete  the  grammar  school  course  and  pass  the  ex- 
aminations for  entrance  to  the  high  school,  are  granted  a  diploma, 
setting  forth  such  fact,  at  regular  grammar  school  commencement 
exercises,  which  are  as  public,  as  elaborate,  and  as  well  patronized 
as  the  high  school  commencements. 

A  formal  recognition  is  taken  of  the  pupils'  work  at  its  comple- 
tion, and  this  within  itself  is  a  strong  inducement  for  pu^jils  to  com- 
plete the  grammar  grade. 

(2)  The  high  school  courses  of  study  are  so  arranged  as  to  appeal 
to  all  classes  of  pupils.  These  courses  include,  (a)  a  thorough  busi- 
ness course,  (b)  a  college  preparatory  course,  which  is  all  that  the 
name  implies,  (c)  a  general  course,  in  which  the  studies  are  largely 
elective  after  the  first  year. 

(3)  The  courses  of  manual  training  and  domestic  science  are  begun 
in  the  grades  and  carried  over  into  the  high  school. 

(4)  The  subject  of  geography  is  dropixxl  at  the  middle  of  the 
eighth  grade,  and  algebra  substituted.  The  English  grammar  dur- 
ing the  last  half  of  the  eighth  grade  is  closely  correlated  to  first  year 
high  school  English. 

Advanced  physiology,  begun  in  the  eighth  grade  is  continued  dur- 
ing the  first  half  year  in  the  high  school.  There  is  thus,  no  gap,  or 
break  between  the  grammar  school  and  the  high  school. 

(5)  But  few  factories  employing  child  labor,  a  prosperous  com- 
munity, and  a  large  numl)er  of  students  going  each  year  from  our 
high  school  to  colleges  are  also  important  factors  contributing  to  a 
strong  public  school  sentiment. 
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Of  the  pupils  who  entered  hi<j;h  school  this  year  from  the  grammar 
grades,  6  pupils  were  under  13  years  of  age;  19  pupils  were  under  14 
years  of  age;  41)  pupils  were  between  the  ages  of  14  and  15;  45  were 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  16  and  26  were  over  16.  The  youngest 
pupil  was  12  years,  9  months.    The  oldest  18  years,  7  months. 

The  average  age  of  the  class  was  14  years,  11  months.  These  ages 
were  taken  at  the  opening  of  the  high  school  terra  1904,  not  at  the 
close  of  the  previous  school  year.  They  show  that  pupils  have  not 
been  promoted  under  a  "lock  step''  system,  that  brighter  pupils  have 
not  been  held  back,  nor  the  slower  ones  pushed  on.  I  presume  that 
the  same  conditions  prevail  in  nearh'  every  high  school  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  ''lock  step"  criticism  comes  from  a  few  "fake"  school  men, 
who  through  some  means  have  secured  superintendents'  positions, 
and  seek  cheap  notoriety  through  the  secular  press,  being  ridiculed 
out  of  legitimate  educational  journals. 

During  the  past  school  year,  the  work  in  all  departments  has  been 
fairly  satisfactory. 

The  only  new  feature  was  the  department  of  manual  training. 
This  department  has  been  running  just  one  year. 

It  was  originally  equipped  through  the  liberality  of  Mr.  John  Ley. 
The  work  has  been  both  profitable  and  popular.  During  the  present 
summer,  power  has  been  supplied,  and  much  additional  equipment 
added. 

The  work  was  made  compulsory  through  the  7th,  8th  and  first  year 
high  school  grades.  More  than  50  boys  from  the  upper  high  school 
grades  elected  to  take  the  work. 

During  the  summer  vacation  all  of  the  school  buildings  have  been 
thoroughly  i-epaired.  Paint  has  been  used  wherever  needed,  both  on 
the  outside  and  inside  of  buildings.  New  furniture  has  been  sup- 
plied where  necessary,  and  all  old  furniture  cleaned  and  varnished. 
Many  school  rooms  have  been  re-j»apered  and  others  decorated.  The 
interior  of  the  Uight  i^chool  has  been  nicely  frescoed. 

The  school  year  of  1904  opened  with  a  large  number  of  new  teach- 
ers. Matrimony  is  accountable  for  eight  vacancies.  Some  of  last 
years'  corps  will  enter  colleges,  and  some  resigned  to  accept  posi- 
tions elsewhere.  The  death  of  our  most  excellent  supervisor  of 
music  left  a  vacancy  hard  to  fill.  Prof.  Compton  came  to  Bradford 
two  years  ago.  lie  had  taken  courses  in  several  of  the  leading  musi- 
cal institutions  of  this  country,  which  was  supplemented  with  two 
years'  of  study  in  Clermany  and  France.  His  death,  while  yet  on  the 
sunny  side  of  forty,  was  a  distinct  loss  to  our  educational  system. 

The  only  criticism  which  I  have  to  make  is  of  those  teachers,  who 
feel  that  the  signing  of  a  teacher's  contract  imposes  no  moral  or 
legal  obligation. 
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A  few  teachers  signed  contracts  for  the  ensuing  year  with  no  in- 
tention of  fulfilling  their  obligation.  Some  of  these  kept  their  inten- 
tions to  themselves,  until  near  the  close  of  vacation,  and  then  sent 
in  a  resignation,  causing  a  vacancy  at  a  time  when  competent  teach- 
ers were  difficult  to  secure  on  short  notice.  Others  after  signing  a 
contract  in  order  to  hold  their  places  here,  spent  their  vacations  in 
seeking  positions  elsewhere. 

A  teachers  contract  is  all  one-sided.  It  binds  the  board,  who  have 
no  adequate  means  of  redress  against  the  dishonest  teacher.  In  my 
judgment,  legislation  is  needed  authorizing  the  State  Superintend- 
ent to  annul  the  certificate  or  diploma  of  any  teacher,  who  refuses 
to  carry  out  his  or  her  contract  unless  released  by  the  board 
for  good  and  sufficient  cause. 

The  work  of  the  school  year  has  been  most  pleasant.  Entire  har- 
mony has  prevailed  in  all  school  matters.  For  cordial  support  at 
all  times,  I  wish  to  extend  thanks  to  all  members  of.  the  board,  to 
principals,  teachers  and  parents  as  well. 


BRISTOI^— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  year  1903-1904  in  the  schools  of  Bristol  has  been  marked  by 
good  work  and  some  advancement.  The  faithfulness  and  zeal  of  the 
teachers  have  been  most  commendable  and  have  been  rewarded  in 
the  increased  interest  of  the  parents  and  the  children.  This  is  most 
evident  in  the  continued  attendance  of  children  who  have  reached 
the  age  at  which  the  law  allows  them  to  go  to  work.  The  higher 
grammar  grades  are  now  so  crowded  that  they  present  a  problem 
that  is  not  easy  to  solve.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  another  year  or 
two  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school  may  be  much  increased. 

The  schools  worked  with  pleasure  and  interest  for  the  educational 
exhibit  at  the  St.  Louis  Fair.  It  was  deemed  best  to  send  only 
specimens  of  regular  daily  work,  and  for  that  purpose  all  of  the 
grades  had  their  instructions  to  limit  their  exhibit  to  ordinary  work. 
Before  the  exhibit  was  sent,  it  was  opened  to  the  public,  and  parents 
and  patrons  expressed  both  pleasure  and  surprise.  Such  an  oppor- 
tunity is  a  good  time  to  let  outsiders  know  what  is  done  in  our  public 
schools. 

An  effort  was  made  to  introduce  manual  training,  and  the  boys 
were  so  interested  that  they  willingly  bought  the  materials  for  a 
beginning.  The  results  have  been  satisfactory,  and  greater  things 
are  hoped  for  next  year.     While  the  boys  were  busy  with  their  wood 
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work,  the  girls  were  engaged  in  sewing,  which  proved  very  profitable 
and  much  needed.     It  is  also  hoped  to  continue  this  work  next  year. 
A  class  of  five  girls  and  two  boys  graduated  June  23d,  after  three 
years  of  hard  earnest  work  in  the  high  school. 


BUTLER— Juo.  A.  Gibson. 


The  school  year  1903-1904  will  go  down  into  local  history  as  iHe 
year  of  the  great  epidemic.  In  a  city  of  about  15,000  people  there^ 
were  in  the  course  of  three  months  over  1,400  cases  of  fever  and_ 
above  100  deaths  from  this  cause.  At  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic 
our  school  enrollment  was  2.100.  Of  this  number  260  were  stricken 
with  fever.  It  is  high  tribute  to  the  eflScient  care  given  the  suf- 
ferers that  from  this  number  of  children  there  were  but  11  deaths,  a 
lower  rate  than  for  any  other  class  so  far  as  I  am  in  possession  of  the 
facts.  The  epidemic  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  schools  for  a/"^ 
period  of  si\-  wppki^.  ~~~~  y 

Experience  keeps  a  dear  school,  but  it  usually  teaches  its  lessons 
thoroughly.  Our  lesson  in  this  case  is  that  the  school  board  must 
provide  a  safe  water  supply  for  the  public  school  children.  The  epi- 
demic was  still  at  its  flood  tide  when  the  school  board  set  for  itself 
the  solution  of  this  problem.  The  various  methods  of  supplying 
pure  water  were  discussed  at  length.  The  choice  was  finally  nar- 
rowed to  three.  They  were  as  follov/s:  First,  the  storage,  filtration, 
and  distribution  of  rainwater;  second,  the  sterilization  of  the  regular 
city  water  supply;  third,  the  drilling  of  a  deep  well  at  each  school 
house.  After  very  careful  consideration  of  the  value  of  the  different 
methods,  the  third  was  chosen.  The  conclusion  was  that  this 
method  was  the  surest,  safest  and  in  the  long  run  the  most  econo- 
mical. In  conformity  with  this  decision  the  school  board  has  had 
wells  over  100  feet  deep,  tapping  rock  strata  in  which  only  thor- 
oughly filtered  water  is  found,  drilled  at  the  various  school  buildings. 
The  surface  water  is  cased  and  cemented  off  and  contamination  from 
this  source  rendered  impossible.  The  water  secured  has  been  sub- 
jfcted  to  a  most  thorough  bacterialogical  examination  and  been 
found  pure  and  wholesome.  The  water  is  pumped  by  means  of  hot 
air  engines  and  elevated  to  tanks  in  the  attic  by  the  same  means, 
whence  it  is  distributed  throughout  the  building  by  gravity.  It  is 
believed  that  the  problem  of  a  pure  water  supply  has  been  solved 
and  the  responsibility  of  any  future  calamities  of  this  nature  will 
not  be  shared  by  the  school  officials.  The  cost  of  installing  these 
water  plants  will  not  be  much  in  excess  of  |500  for  a  building. 
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CARBONDALE— Elmer  E.  Garr. 


The  annual  city  teachers'  institute  was  held  Novoinber  30  to  De- 
cember 4tb.  The  following  instructors  were  employed:  Dr.  Merrill 
E.  Gates,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  Dr.  Paul  Peck  and  Prof.  Chas. 
Albert  of  the  State  Normal  School,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  and  Miss  Lillie 
E.  Partridge,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  evening  entertainments  and  lectures  were  given  by  the  Musin 
Co.,  the  Mrs.  Gates  Concert  Co.,  Rev.  Frank  Dixon  and  Dr.  D.  J. 
Stafford. 

Generally  speaking,  faithful,  conscientious  work  was  done  by  the 
teachers,  and  as  a  natural  consequence  good  results  were  obtained. 

Special  care  is  being  taken  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  thereby 
recognizing  the  fact  that  the  schools  are  for  the  children. 

The  compulsory  attendance  act  was  enforced  to  the  extent  possible. 
I  suggest  that  industrial  schools  be  established  at  convenient  yjlaces 
throughout  the  State,  the  same  to  be  supported  by  the  State  for  the 
children  of  unnatural  parents  and  all  children  who  cannot  be  pro- 
perly taken  care  of  by  local  public  school  authorities. 

A  reform  institution  as  is  now  conducted  is  not  the  place  for  chil- 
dren of  a  vicious  or  even  criminal  inclination. 

Enrollment:  male,  1,373;  female,  1,472;  total,  2,845. 

The  average  attendance:  Male,  1,003;  female,  1,062;  total,  2,065. 

The  number  of  pupils  promoted:  Male  892;  female,  997;  total, 
1,889. 

The  average  percentage  of  attendance  89. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  graduating  class,  32. 

The  annual  commencement  oration  was  delivered  by  the  Mayor  of 
Carbondale,  Jas.  J.  O'Niel,  Esq. 


CARLISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


On  assuming  the  duties  of  superintendent  last  August,  I  found  at 
Carlisle  a  corps  of  earnest,  conscientious  teachers,  a  live,  progres- 
sive school  board,  and  a  healthy  school  sentiment.  With  these  con- 
ditions we  opened  a  nine  and  one-half  months'  term  September  7, 
1903,  with  an  enrollment  of  1,311  pupils,  our  enrollment  for  the  year 
being  1,497  and  our  percentage  of  attendance  94. 

A  general  teachers'  meeting  was  held  regularly  throughout  the 
year;  grade  conferences  were  called  as  occasion  demanded,  and  each 
teacher  was  granted  two  days  to  visit  other  schools  under  the  direc- 
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tion  of  the  siippiinteudeut.     In  this  way  our  h-achtiH  kept  in  toucli 
with  most  phases  of  efliicational  work. 

In  the  high  school  the  work  in  English  has  been  strengthened  by 
adopting  a  systematic  course  of  reading  extending  through  the  four 
years  of  the  course;  a  graded  course  of  physical  culture  was  intro- 
duced into  all  schools  below  the  high  school  with  gratifying  results; 
placing  a  full  set  of  weights  and  measures  in  each  building  helped  to 
make  the  work  in  arithmetic  more  practical;  and  adopting  uniform, 
3'et  flexible,  programs  in  all  schools  of  the  same  grade  has  resulted 
in  a  more  equitable  division  of  time  for  the  various  subjects. 

Bringing  all  the  seventh  and  eighth  year  grades  together  into  a 
consolidated  grammar  school  with  the  teachers  doing  departmental 
work  was  a  change  in  our  school  system  Avhich  gave  general  satis- 
faction the  past  year.  A  better  school  spirit  resulted  in  this  grade, 
fewer  pupils  dropping  out  before  the  end  of  the  term,  and  the  largest 
class  in  the  history  of  the  schools  being  promoted  to  the  high  school. 

A  small  library,  comprising  history,  biography,  fiction  and  poetry, 
was  presented  to  the  grammar  school  by  C.  1\  Humrich,  Esq.  Dur- 
ing the  twenty-two  weeks  that  this  library  was  open  to  the  school 
128  pupi<ls  made  requisition  for  books,  reading  1,560  volumes. 

Exercises  appropriate  to  the  occasions  were  held  in  all  the  schools 
November  2.5th.  February  22d  and  April  22d.  May  10th  was  ob- 
served as  Patrons'  Day.  On  this  occasion  the  drawing  and  written 
work  for  the  year  was  exihibited,  and  the  regular  program  followed 
by  the  teachers.  These  special  days  in  our  schools  are  enjoyed  by 
the  pupils  and  well  jiatronized  by  the  public;  3,378  visits  having  been 
made  to  the  schools  by  the  patrons  during  the  year. 

The  '^Civic  Club,"  an  organization  of  about  two  hundred  ladies  of 
the  town,  continues  to  take  an  active  intei-est  in  the  schools. 

The  sixty-seventh  annual  commencement  of  the  high  school  was 
held  June  16th.  A  class  of  nineteen  young  ladies  and  gentlemen 
were  granted  diplomas;  twelve  in  the  commencial  course,  four  in  the 
classical  course,  and  three  in  the  general  course. 

The  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever,  mumps,  and  measles  at  different 
times  during  the  yeaV  atTected  the  attendance,  but  with  it  all  sub- 
si  antial  work  was  done  in  all  the  schools.  While  we  pay  some  at- 
tention to  the  innovations  made  in  school  curriculums,  we  are  trying 
to  give  close  attention  to  the  fundamentals  in  education. 


CHAMBERSHURG— Samuel  Oelwix. 


During  the  year  just  closed  we  have  moved  along  in  the  even  tenor 
o'  our  wnv.     We  have  not  betMi  noisv  in  our  «leuionst  rat  ions,  but  we 
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have  not  stood  still.  My  frequent  visits  to  our  schools  convinced 
me  that  good  work  was  being  done,  and  the  reports  at  the  close  of 
the  term  confirmed  my  conclusions. 

The  majority  of  the  eighteen  young  people  graduated  from  our 
high  school  have  attained  a  proficiency  that  will  enable  them  to 
enter  the  freshman  class  in  college  without  any  conditions  whatever. 
The  reason  why  all  are  not  j)repared  to  do  so,  is  that  some  selected 
the  special  course,  which  does  not  include  Latin.  This  special  course 
is  intended  for  such  as  have  no  intention  of  continuing  their  scholas- 
tic training  beyond  the  public  schools.  Therefore,  their  efforts  have 
been  directed  more  along  scientific  and  business  lines,  believing  this 
tc  be  more  conducive  to  their  future  interests. 

Our  schools  continue  to  grow  in  numbers,  the  enrollment  having 
reached  1,802.  It  is  a  matter  of  but  a  short  time  until  it  will  be 
necessary  to  erect  an  additional  building.  A  new  high  school  build- 
ing is  badly  needed,  and  should  this  be  provided  we  would  have  ample 
accommodations  for  some  time  to  come.  The  indications  are  that 
better  high  school  facilities  will  soon  be  afforded. 

During  the  year  our  corps  of  teachers  suffered  severely  from  sick- 
ness. The  scarcity  of  trained  substitutes  made  it  difficult 'to  keep 
some  of  the  schools' in  operation.  As  a  consequence  trouble  was  en- 
countered in  some  rooms  in  which  irregularity  rarely  exists. 

The  compulsory  law  was  enforced  with  satisfactory  results.  There 
were  some  cases  of  truancy,  but  the  officer  hunted  up  the  offenders 
&s  soon  as  he  was  notified  of  their  absence. 

None  of  our  teachers  were  paid  less  than  |35  per  month,  this 
being  an  advance  over  former  years.  Salaries  were  increased  in 
several  departments,  and  it  is  probable  a  further  increase  will  be 
made  next  session. 

Teachers'  local  institutes  and  grade  meetings  were  held  throughout 
the  term.  Dr.  Barton,  of  C.  V.  Normal  School,  Profs.  Rice  and 
Eckel,  of  Chambersburg  Academy,  and  Rev.  W.  IT.  Washinger,  of 
Chambersburg,  rendered  valuable  service. 


CHELTENHAM  TOWNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— Chas  A. 

Wacrner. 


The  last  day  of  school  saw  us  close  one  of  our  most  successful 
terms.  With  the  single  exception  of  attendance,  our  figures  show 
a  gain  over  former  years  in  those  items  where  gain  is  an  improve- 
ment. More  pupils,  better  averages,  higher  average  expenditure 
per  pupil,  larger  percentage  of  promotions,  larger  percentages  of 
exemptions,  more  readers  in  the  pupils'  reading  course,  more  books 
read,  and  more  diplomas  awarded. 
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As  already  noted,  our  attendance  fell,  owinj,'  to  the  persistent  pre- 
valence of  the  minor  contaj,Nous  diseases,  which  are  not  dangerous, 
but  which,  when  our  health  laws  are  strictly  enforced,  keep  children 
out  of  schools. 

For  the  benefit  of  other  districts  (if  indeed  these  reports  ever 
reach  the  eyes  of  any  but  the  writers  of  them),  it  may  be  justifiable  to 
report  especially  upon  the  matter  of  allowing  teachers  visiting  days 
without  loss  of  pay.  We  have  for  several  years  allowed  each  of  our 
teachers  two  days  each  year  to  visit  other  schools,  and  provided  a 
substitute  teacher  at  the  expense  of  the  board  for  the  teacher  en- 
gaged in  visiting.  A  written  report  upon  the  visit  is  required  to  be 
made  to  the  board.  All  of  our  teachers  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  privilege,  and  have  visited  schools  elsewhere,  ranging  from  a 
distance  of  two  miles  to  three  hundred  miles  from  home.  The  reports 
have  usually  been  excellent,  showing  just  what  the  visiting  teachers 
had  imbibed  in  spirit,  what  they  had  observed  of  method,  and  giving 
them  a  much  broader  view  and  comparison  for  their  own  work.  Out 
of  124  reports  of  such  visits  in  the  last  two  j'ears,  but  two  showed 
that  the  privilege  had  been  abused;  lliis  is  sufficient  to  recommend 
the  arrangement,  it  seems  to  me,  wherever  conditions  can  be  ar- 
ranged to  make  it  possible.  ^Ve  all  feel  fully  convinced  of  its  merits, 
and  the  board  eagerly  voted  to  continue  the  privilege  this  year  again. 

We  promoted  47  pupils  to  the  high  school,  and  sixteen  graduated 
from  the  high  school,  five  of  whom  were  colored.  Of  the  sixteen, 
fully  half  are  going  to  college  or  other  places  for  advanced  study. 
Two  of  the  boys  were  admitted  to  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  on 
certificate  from  us,  and  one  of  the  girls  has  been  similarly  admitted 
to  Wilson  College.  Drexel  Institute  and  W\'st  Chester  Normal 
School  have  also  enrolled  some  of  the  number,  and  on  the  whole  we 
feel  that  the  influence  of  our  school  is  very  marked  in  awakening  the 
desire  and  impulse  to  go  to  higher  institutions  of  learning. 


CHESTER— A.  Duncan  Yocmi 


In  my  last  year's  report,  1  sought  to  indicate  some  of  the  means 
employed  by  Chester  teachers  to  equip  themselves  for  effective 
work.  A  brief  resume  of  the  g<'neral  conditions  under  which  their 
work  is  carried  on  seems  a  logical  siMjuel.  With  the  exce|)tion  of 
rafisic  and  physical  culture,  our  curriculum  includes  only  those 
branches  that  have  come  to  Ix'  known  as  common  school.  It  is  there- 
fore not  over-crowded  as  to  sul»jecls.  Its  subject-matter  is  being 
giadually  adapted  to  the  needs,  the  abilities  and  so  far  as  possible, 
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the  iuterest  of  the  cliildreu,  uot  only  througb  processes  of  elimi- 
nation, such  as  have  been  suggested  by  Dr.  McMurray,  but  by  sharply 
distinguishing  in  syllabuses  and  outlines  between  material  from 
which  individual  pupils  may  select  what  interests  them  or  associates 
itself  without  continual  drill  with  knowledge  already  acquired,  and 
the  comparatively  few  facts  which  they  should  know  in  common 
and  upon  which  they  should  therefore  be  mechanically  drilled  year 
after  year.  This  discrimination  has  been  found  most  helpful  in 
geography  and  history.  I  hope  that  the  committee  on  curriculum 
appointed  by  the  State  Superintendents'  -Association  will  do  much 
to  make  this  discrimination  less  arbitrary.  The  work  in  arithme- 
tic, in  many  respects  peculiar  to  our  system,  aims  at  the  readiest 
possible  mastery  of  the  fundamental  number-facts  and  reasoning 
processes.  The  reading,  phonetic  u^jon  its  mechanical  side,  is  rapidly 
becoming  more  expressive  through  the  emphasis  of  imitation — the 
great  majority  of  pupils  reading  far  better  immediately  after  they 
have  heard  the  same  passage  expressively  read  by  the  teacher.  It 
is  erroneous  to  assume  a  higher  educational  worth  for  a  halting  and 
monotonous  ''self  expression,"  corrected  by  suggestion  but  more  or 
less  perpetuated  b}'  repetition,  than  for  a  gradual  improvement  in 
habitual  forms  of  expression  resulting  from  the  persistent  effort  to 
reproduce  good  models.  Phonetic  spelling  is  backed  by  continual 
diill  on  the  unphonetic  or  exceptional  elements  of  words,  the  bring- 
ing in  by  the  pupils  of  words  observed  in  reading  or  heard  in  conver- 
sation, and  the  preservation  for  future  study  of  individual  lists  of 
misspelled  words.  The  writing  lesson  consists  mainly  of  movement 
drills  under  the  general  direction  of  a  special  teacher.  Effort  is 
being  made  in  the  language  work  to  make  formal  discipline  and  tech- 
nical detail  subordinate  to  oral  and  written  expression. 

Not  only  are  simplified  material  and  more  economical  method 
making  the  mastery  of  the  course  of  study  possible  to  an  increasing 
number  of  pui)ils,  but  general  school  conditions  are  becoming  less 
exacting. 

Few  schools  have  been  over-crowded,  the  average  number  of 
pupils  per  teacher  being  from  thirty-four  to  thirty-five;  most  of  our 
buildings  are  thoroughly  hygienic,  and  the  few  that  are  not  are 
being  gradually  replaced  with  those  in  which  every  effort  has  been 
made  to  ensure  proper  heating,  lighting  and  ventilation;  in  the  pri- 
mary schools  the  recitation  periods  are  from  but  fifteen  to  twenty 
minutes  in  length,  and  in  all  schools  the  monotony  of  the  session  is 
broken  by  out-door  recess,  singing,  and  exercises  in  physical  culture; 
punishment  by  retention  at  recess  has  been  almost  entirely  abolished; 
single  desks  readily  adjustable  to  the  individual  pupils  are  gradually* 
replacing  procrustoan  forms  of  seating,  in  which  stooped  shouldei-s 
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and  curvature  of  the  spine  were  given  every  encouragement;  less 
written  work,  better  lighting,  properly  adjusted  desks  and  more 
than  all  these  combined — correct  position  in  writing,  are  reducing  to 
a  minimum  the  eye-strain  always  attendant  upon  school  work;  the 
physical  exercises  while  suflBciently  light  for  recreation,  are  cor- 
recting defects  of  posture  and  increasing  lung  capacity;  no  home- 
study  is  required  in  the  primary  and  intermediate  grades,  and  but 
little  in  the  grades  above;  every  precaution  possible  in  the  absence 
of  regular  medical  inspection,  has  been  taken  to  protect  the  pupils 
from  infection  and  contagion;  badly  soiled  or  well  worn  books  are 
now  being  promptly  disused;  pupils  are  encouraged  to  own  their 
own  books  by  paying  for  such  fraction  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  book 
to  the  district  as  is  proportionate  to  the  relative  time  for  which 
they  would  have  been  used  by  other  pupils — an  amount  often  less 
than  half  the  usual  price  of  the  book;  i)rovision  is  made  in  the  school 
program  for  the  individual  instruction  of  pupils  requiring  special 
assistance;  promotion  three  times  a  year,  with  the  consequent  for- 
mation of  new  classes  on  each  third  of  the  work  of  the  grade,  pre- 
vents pupils  losing  a  year's  work  in  all  branches  on  account  of  a  one 
or  two  months  absence,  while  a  further  modification  of  our  grading 
system,  untried  or  at  least  unreported  elsewhere,  by  permitting 
pupils  to  be  classified  in  more  than  one  grade,  permits  them  to  ad- 
vance in  every  subject  in  which  they  are  proficient,  in  place  of  being 
held  back  in  all  branches  by  their  deficiency  in  one  or  two;  all  these 
conditions,  most  of  which  are  of  recent  development,  tend  to  dem- 
onstrate, if  not  that  school  life  is  neither  unhealthy  or  abnormal, 
at  least  that  it  is  becoming  less  so. 

This  report  should  not  close  without  noting  the  fact  that  imme- 
diately upon  the  passage  of  the  mininunn  salary  law  the  pay  of 
our  first  year  teachers  was  raised  from  §30  to  |o5  for  our  term  of 
nine  and  a  half  months,  and  that  from  the  beginning  of  the  fall 
term  all  effic'eut  teachers  having  four  years  experience  and  holding 
a  permanent  certificate  will  l)e  paid  f.10  a  month.  It  should  also  be 
rioted  that  five  graduates  of  our  high  school  took  important  prizes 
for  scholarship  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  last  year,  thus 
more  than  maintaining  the  proud  record  already  made  by  the  school. 

The  greatest  needs  of  our  system  at  j)resent  are  uniform  exam- 
inations of  the  sort  recommended  by  Dr.  Rice,  conducted  by  an 
official  examiner,  and,  in  placi'  of  special  teachers,  a  supervisor  di- 
rectly responsible  to  the  superintendent  for  the  dt'tails  of  all  the 
work  of  each  grade.  I'ast  experience  with  our  Board  of  Education 
leads  me  to  believe  that  in  cours*'  of  time,  these  needs  will  be  sup- 
plied. 
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COAL  TOWNSHIP,   NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Albert 

Lloyd. 


The  efficiency  of  our  work  was  euliauced  by  the  concentration  of 
our  energies  along  the  lines  indicated  in  previous  reports.  No  addi- 
tions, but  a  few  notable  subtractions  were  made.  A  careful  study 
of  our  needs  dictated  a  conservative  policy  of  eliminations  from  our 
work  in  arithmetic,  history  and  geography.  The  changes  were 
confined  to  the  work  of  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades;  and 
were  economic  as  well  as  contractive — less  work  and  more  time  to 
do  it.  This  necessarily  raised  the  standard  of  these  grades  and 
will  bring  about  a  better  preparation  for  the  high  school. 

An  epidemic  of  small-pox  and  rigid  enforcement  of  the  compulsory 
vaccination  law  were  responsible  for  the  diminished  attendance 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  term.  The  board  judiciously  excluded 
temporarily  from  the  schools  all  unvaccinated  pupils;  while  of  those, 
who  submitted  themselves  for  vaccination,  many  were  detained  on 
account  of  sore  arms.  Seven  buildings,  suspending  the  work  of 
twenty-four  teachers,  were  closed  at  various  times  for  disinfection. 
But  at  no  time  was  a  school  closed  for  more  than  two  days. 

Our  expenditures  in  connection  with  the  epidemic  will  exceed 
$12,000.00.  Thus  again  are  we  forcibl}^  impressed  with  the  neces- 
sity of  empowering  township  boards  to  provide  special  funds  for 
unexpected  emergencies. 

Intelligent  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law  began 
with  the  election  of  an  attendance  officer  in  the  mouth  of  February. 
Like  all  progressive  steps,  this  so-called,  mis-named  "usurpation  of 
paternal  rights"  was  certain  to  be  subjected  to  a  small  percentage 
of  criticism.  Reconcilation,  not  alienation  is  our  policy.  Harsh 
measures  were  studiously  avoided;  no  prosecutions  made,  and  yet 
our  efforts  were  reasonabl}^  successful,  as  can  be  seen  in  the  follow- 
ing table  taken  from  the  attendance  officer's  report: 

Whole  number  of  cases  reported, 1,684 

Whole  number  of  cases  of  irregular  attendance, 356 

Whole  number  of  cases  of  truancy, 46 

Whole  number  of  cases  of  non-attendance, 200 

Whole  number  of  cases  investigated, 1,684 

Whole  number  of  homes  visited, 12.5 

Whole  number  of  excuses  received, 1,280 

Number  of  truants  returned  to  school, 18 

Number  of  prosecutions,   0 

Whole  number  of  visits  to  schools, 104 

Whole  number  of  visits  to  breakers  and  factories, 12 

Aside  from  the  direct  hostility  of  a  few  and  the  indifference  of 
others,  the  obstacles  met  with  in  operating  the  law  may  be  sum- 
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mai'ized  as  follows:  Enforeomeut  of  the  compulsory  vaccination  law 
— "sore  arms"  bcinjj  valid  excuses  for  irregulars,  and  temporary  ex- 
clusion of  the  unvaccinated  better  reasons  for  unvaccinated  delin- 
quents; enforced  quarantine,  and  an  imperfect  registration — more 
children  being  enrolled  in  the  schools  than  upon  the  lists,  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  misspelled  foreign  names,  frequent  change  of  resi- 
dence, and  inability  to  converse  with  foreign  residents. 

The  high  school  class  of  twenty-two  young  ladies  and  gentlemen 
were  regularly  graduated  in  the  Shamokin  G.  A.  R.  Opera  House. 
The  annual  address,  appropriate  and  replete  with  advice,  was  de- 
livered by  the  Hon.  C.  F.  ITuth,  formerly  a  teacher  in  Coal  township. 


COATESVILLE— W.  T.  Gordon. 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  our  schools  closed  in  a  healthy  condi- 
tion, and  in  a  much  less  congested  condition  than  they  were  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  term.  As  has  always  been  the  case,  many  pupils 
left  school  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  term  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  employment  during  the  summer  vacation.  Contrary  to  our 
expectations,  however,  the  decrease  in  attendance  toward  the  close 
of  the  term  was  much  less  than  in  previous  years. 

The  term  was  marked  by  faithful  and  conscientious  work  on  the 
part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils.  The  percentage  of  promotions  in 
most  of  the  schools  was  fully  up  to  that  of  previous  years.  In  those 
rooms,  however,  that  were  overcrowded  during  most  of  the  term, 
many  pupils  failed  to  master  the  work  sufficiently  well  to  warrant 
their  promotion  at  the  end  of  the  term.  A  large  proportion  of  these 
pupils  could  easily  have  reached  promotion,  had  their  teachers  had 
sufficient  time  to  render  them  the  individual  assistance  which  was 
due  them  and  which  they  and  their  parents  had  a  right  to  expect. 

There  wei-e  enrolled  in  all  of  our  schools  during  the  year  73.5  males 
and  S17  females,  making  a  total  enrollment  of  1.552.  and  an  increase 
of  193  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance 
for  the  term  was  02,  an  increase  of  one  point  over  that  of  the  preced- 
ing term. 

Owing  to  the  great  increase  in  the  numlxr  of  pupils  at  the  begin- 
ning of  last  term,  our  school  board  found  *t  necessary  to  organize 
three  new  schools — two  in  the  primary  department  and  one  in  the 
secondary. 
•  During  tlie  term  regular  monthly  meetings  of  all  of  our  teachers 
were  held  Vty  the  superintendent  for  the  general  discussion  of  the 
school  work  as  well  as  the  special  subjects  of  methods  and  discipline. 
Regular  montlily  meetings  of  teachers  were  also  held  by  the  supervi- 
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scr  of  drawing  for  the  purpose  of  giving  special  instruction  in  that 
subject,  while  weekly  meetings  were  held  by  the  supervisor  of  music 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  methods  and  of  giving  the  teachers 
special  drill  in  music.  All  of  these  meetings  have  proved  to  be  of 
great  value  to  our  teachers,  and  have  had  a  marked  effect  upon  their 
work  in  the  school  room. 

In  connection  with  our  schools  and  under  the  direction  of  our  su- 
pervisor of  Drawing  there  was  held,  in  the  early  part  of  April,  an 
art  exhibition  and  illustrated  lecture,  which  proved  to  be  a  grand 
success,  and  which  netted  a  handsome  sum  of  money.  The  proceeds  of 
this  entertainment  were  immediately  invested  in  beautiful  and  ap- 
propriate pictures  for  schoolroom  decoration. 

In  our  high  school  the  year  that  has  just  closed  was  one  of  marked 
success.  Th's  department  is  constantly  growing  in  numbers  as 
well  as  m  cflBciency,  and  the  work  done  by  our  able  corps  of  instruc- 
tors is  fully  equal  to  that  done  in  any  other  similar  school  in  the 
State.  The  high  school  literary  society  which  meets  regularly  once 
a  month,  has  proved  to  be  a  means  of  developing  the  students  along 
the  line  of  public  speaking,  debate  and  parliamentary  usages,  as 
well  as  a  source  of  profitable  entertainment. 


COLUMBIA— Daniel  Fleisher. 


The  most  important  event  in  the  management  of  our  schools  was 
the  adoption  of  a  new  salary  schedule,  and  the  giving  of  a  generous 
increase  in  compensation  to  nearly  all  of  our  teachers  from  the  high 
school  to  the  lowest  primary  grade.  Under  the  new  schedule  the 
efficient  teachers  will  receive  an  annual  increase  until  the  maximum 
of  the  grade  is  reached. 

The  pleasant  and  unusual  feature  in  connection  with  the  increase 
was  the  general  recognition  of  the  justice  of  the  same,  and  the 
popular  approval  of  the  action  by  the  board.  Any  action  of  a  school 
board  that  involves  considerable  annual  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  schools  is  not  usually  regarded  with  favor.  Our 
community  proved  to  be  one  of  the  exceptions,  and  commendations 
were  heard  on  all  sides. 

Our  schools  have  always  been  conducted  on  conservative  lines, 
and,  therefore,  we  have  had  but  few  innovations.  Columbia,  how- 
ever, has  had  for  years  a  supervisor  of  music,  and,  as  a  result  of  this 
constant  supervision,  our  children  have  been  receiving  careful  and 
systematic  training  in  music.  The  singing  throughout  the  schools  is 
good,  and  the  people  feel  a  just  pride  in  the  results  gained  along  this 
line.     Tn  tLe  higher  grades  the  pupils  take  up  music  of  some  diffi- 
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colty,  readily  read  it,  and  render  it  with  good  expression  and  excel- 
lent quality  in  tone. 

To  do  her  best  work  no  teacher  should  have  under  her  control 
nuu-e  than  forty  pupils.  When  more  than  this  number  are  placed 
in  a  room  cei-tain  school  room  difticulties  are  ^'reatly  increased,  and 
the  energies  of  the  teacher  are  unduly  taxed.  Up  to  this  time  we 
have  not  been  able  to  keep  our  numbers  down  to  this  desirable 
limit.  The  new  ei«2:ht  room  school  building,  now  in  process  of  con- 
struction, will  enable  us  to  bring  about  a  more  desirable  condition 
with  reference  to  the  number  of  pupils  in  a  room. 

The  people  of  our  community  are  loyal  to  the  schools  in  our  midst, 
and  as  our  teachers  are  efficient,  and  the  members  of  our  board  of 
education  progressive  the  conditions  for  future  good  work  are  fav- 
orable. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— E.  B.  Ziegler. 


My  first  report  as  superintendent  of  the  Conshohocken  schools  is 
rather  brief,  owing  to  the  fact  that  I  have  been  in  office  but  a  short 
time,  scarcely  long  enough  to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  duties  of  my  new  field. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  schools  are  well  equip- 
ped with  appliances  and  material  necessary  for  the  operation  of  a 
system  of  schools  such  as  we  have. 

Our  schools  are  very  much  crowded,  especially  those  below  the 
grammar  grades.  This,  however,  will  soon  be  remedied,  as  an  annex 
of  six  rooms  is  being  attached  to  one  of  th  old  buildings,  and  will 
be  finished  by  December.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  majority  of  the 
school  board  to  have  not  moi*e  than  thirty-five  or  forty  pupils  under 
each  teacher.  When  this  is  brought  about,  there  will  be  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  teachers  to  do  better  work. 

Our  teachers  are  doing  good  work  under  the  existing  crowded 
condition.  The  majority  of  them  are  enthusiastic  workers  and  grow 
with  their  work.  Some  are  doing  higher  work,  while  the  majority 
of  our  primary  teachers  have  studied  kindergarten  methods.  This 
cannot  help  but  show  itself  in  time.  I  am  pleased  with  the  work  of 
the  majority  of  our  teachers.  The  work  of  the  pupils  pleases  me 
very  well.     They  are  energetic,  thrifty  and  studious. 

Pur  teachers'  meetings  which  are  held  weekly,  are  both  interesting 
and  profitable  to  all.  The  majority  of  the  teachers  show  givat  in- 
terest in  them.  The  salaries  of  several  teachers  have  been  increas- 
ed, as  well  as  that  of  the  superintendent. 

The  board  has  granted  the  Superintendent  the  privilege  of  allow 
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iEg  the  teachers  to  visit  other  schools,  which  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction. 

Our  monthly  tests  have  been  supplanted  by  a  written  review  at 
the  end  of  eacli  subject  of  a  particular  branch.  This  plan  I  think 
an  improvement. 

It  would  be  unjust  for  rae  not  to  say  something  of  the  manual 
training  department,  which  is  doing  excellent  work.  In  addition  to 
the  regular  work,  weaving  and  basketry  are  being  taught. 

The  work  in  the  sewing  department  is  especially  gratifying.  The 
pupils  are  very  much  interested  in  this  line  of  work. 

We  held  our  graduating  exercises  on  June  27.  The  commence- 
ment was  very  well  attended,  and  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  at- 
mosphere which  pervaded  the  occasion.  A  class  of  twelve  gradu- 
ated, and  of  these  twelve,  ten  will  attend  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, which  fact  shows  that  there  is  an  intellectual  atmosphere  in 
Conshohocken. 


CORRY— W.  W.  Fell. 


Commencement  on  June  9th  brought  another  school  term  to  a 
close.  A  class  of  seventeen  completed  a  four  years'  high  school 
course,  and  were  given  their  diplomas. 

For  some  years  past,  it  has  been  the  custom  to  invite  a  speaker 
of  known  reputation  to  deliver  the  address  on  commencement  night, 
impils  of  the  graduating  class  taking  no  part  in  the  exercises  except 
to  be  present.  Calls  have  been  louder  each  year  for  a  return  to  the 
old  fashioned  commencement,  granting  the  pupils  the  privilege  to 
furnish  the  programme.  The  directors,  too,  as  well  as  others  in 
authority  are  satisfied  that  the  drill  experienced  in  the  preparation 
of  a  programme  is  highly  beneficial  to  the  pupils  who  do  the  work. 

To  this  end,  it  was  ordered  that  the  graduating  class  should  fur- 
nish the  programme  this  year.  Their  essays,  orations  and  debate 
were  received  by  the  large  audience  with  excellent  satisfaction.  The 
music  which  deserves  special  mention  on  account  of  the  very  ac- 
ceptable way  in  which  it  was  rendered  was  furnished  entirely  by  the 
high  school,  an  accomplishment  that  never  had  been  attempted 
before.  It  is  safe  to  say  the  success  that  attended  the  efforts  of 
the  class  this  year  has  re-established  the  old  custom. 

I  am  pleased  to  note  that  besides  gaining  a  good  elementary  train- 
ing our  pupils  develop  a  desire  for  a  still  higher  course  of  learning. 
A  number  of  the  present  graduating  class  will  enter  college.  Last 
fall  some  thirty-two  young  people  entered  college  and  other  insti- 
tutions for  the  purpose  of  continuing  their  studies.  A  very  good 
showing,  I  think,  for  a  town  of  this  size. 
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The  primary  department  of  the  Fourth  ward  became  so  crowded 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  directors  to  open  a  new  room.  The 
ninth  gradv,  therefore,  was  moved  to  tlie  new  high  school  building 
and  given  accommodations  there.  On  account  of  a  similar  condi- 
tion existing  at  the  First  ward,  the  directors  were  obliged  to  pur- 
chase a  building  and  fit  it  up  for  school  purposes.  The  new  school 
was  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year.  This  made  an  addi- 
tion of  two  schools. 

As  a  whole,  the  corps  of  teachers  were  not  equal  to  those  last 
year,  but,  with  limited  exceptions,  they  were  both  capable  and  faith- 
ful in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

In  the  early  spring  months,  measles  were  in  evidence  to  a  consid- 
erable degree  in  two  of  the  wards.  Our  work  was  considerably 
broken  up  as  a  consequence,  and  the  attendance  was  irregular. 

We  have  tried  to  enforce  the  compulsory  education  law  as  best  we 
can.  There  is  little  or  no  trouble  in  getting  children  to  go  to  school 
under  thirteen  years  of  age.  Only  one  parent  was  arrested  and  fined 
for  truancy  during  the  whole  year.  It  is  the  children  over  thirteen 
years  of  age,  ''Aye,  there's  the  rub." 

The  expression  in  the  school  law  granting  pupils  over  thirteen 
years  of  age  the  privilege  of  remaining  out  of  school  on  condition 
that  they  are  ^'regularly  employed"  is  too  general  a  term.  Any 
child  that  does  not  want  to  go  to  school  or  whose  parents  are  in- 
dififerent  in  the  matter  can  find  an  excuse,  and  say  he  is  "regularly 
employed."  Most  parents  have  something  for  their  children  to  do 
that  will  meet  the  requirement  of  regular  employment.  In  the 
judgment  of  man}-,  a  girl  doing  a  little  housework  and  possibly 
filling  the  place  of  a  servant  in  the  home  of  the  parents  is  ''regularly 
employed."  You  can  see  from  this  how  it  is  possible  for  persons 
disposed  to  abuse  the  law  to  do  so  and  we  can  do  little  or  nothing 
to  prevent  it. 

Pupils  securing  employment  outside  of  the  family,  so  far  as  we  are 
able,  are  required  to  furnish  a  certificate  from  their  employer;  but 
this  is  not  a  guarantee  that  the  compulsory  law  will  not  be  violated. 
This  child  may  be  able  to  hold  his  job  for  a  few  days,  possibly  even 
not  so  long.  We  have  not  the  means  at  hand  to  make  ourselves 
familiar  with  the  facts,  and  so  this  child  may  be  out  of  school  unem- 
ployed, for  weeks,  possibly  months,  and  we  will  be  none  the  wiser, 
except,  as  by  chance,  we  may  happen  to  hear  of  it.  I  would  think  all 
places  not  employing  a  regular  truant  oflicer  have  to  meet  this  same 
experience. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  much  better,  iK'foi-e  children  under 

sixteen  years  of  age  are  ;;llowed  to  stop  school,  they  be  required 

first  to  ii;ot  jMM-mission  from  the  local  board  of  directors        Such 

law    would    make    it    possible    for   these   to   (|uit   school   who   of 
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necessity  are  obliged  to  do  so,  and  cause  others  to  remain  in  school 
who  ought  not  to  be  excused.  The  board  of  directors  who  have  the 
opportunity  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  con- 
ditions of  the  applicants  would  be  prepared,  the  best  of  any  one,  to 
decide  such  matters. 

The  public  library  established  in  connection  with  the  school  is  in 
a  flourishing  condition.  Several  hundred  volumes  have  been  added 
since  the  beginning  of  the  school  year.  Its  use  and  interest  is  in- 
creasing. 

Although  considerable  money  was  expended  last  year  in  much 
needed  improvements,  a  like  sum  will  be  used  this  year  in  putting 
new  floors  in  one  building,  cementifig  the  basement  of  another,  re- 
pairing blackboards,  fixing  furniture,  painting,  papering,  &c.,  all 
of  which  will  add  greatly  to  the  health  of  the  children  and  the  keep- 
ing up  of  the  school  property  in  general. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  act  requiring  schools  to  be  disinfected, 
our  directors  purchased  a  generator,  and  the  buildings,  in  turn,  have 
been  fumigated  regularly  with  formaldehyde  gas  every  fourteen 
days,  as  the  law  requires. 

A  committee  of  the  board  of  directors  each  month  during  the  past 
year  visited  all  the  schools.  They,  also,  visited  the  high  school  once 
each  week  in  compliance  with  the  law. 

Our  teachers  have  not  been  elected  yet,  but  nearly  all  are  appli- 
cants again,  so  everything  looks  favorable  for  the  coming  year.  All 
of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


DANVILLE— U.  L.  Gordy. 


The  schools  were  opened  for  a  term  of  nine  months  August  31, 
1903,  and  closed  May  31,  1904.  Thirty  regularly  employed  teachers 
and  two  substitutes  constituted  the  teaching  force.  Of  these, 
four  were  in  the  high  school,  twenty-five  in  the  grades,  and  one 
supervisor  of  vocal  music.  Owing  to  the  addition  of  an  extra 
teacher  to  the  high  school  faculty,  your  superintendent  did  not  teach 
classes  in  the  high  school  as  heretofore. 

The  registers  show  an  enrollment  of  1,340  pupils  in  all  schools, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  93  per  cent,  for  the  year.  Of  this 
number,  152  were  students  in  the  high  school,  attending  on  average 
96.5  per  cent,  of  the  time  belonged.  The  highest  registration  in  any 
grade  school  was  69;  the  lowest,  33.  The  highest  per  cent,  of  attend- 
ance in  any  room  for  the  year  was  97.5  per  cent.;  the  lowest,  81  per 
cent.  Only  43  pupils,  attending  the  public  schools,  failed  to  attend 
75  per  cent,  of  the  time  belonged  as  required  by  the  school  board. 
Of  these,  many  cases  were  due  to  sickness  or  lack  of  proper  clothing. 
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There  was  little  or  no  intorfcrence  to  school  work  from  contagious 
diseases.  A  few  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported,  some  of  which 
affected  in  no  way  iniblic  school  children.  There  was  not  a  single 
case  of  small-pox  in  the  borough  during  the  year.  All  rooms  were 
fumigated  three  times  with  formaldehyde  gas;  some  more  fre- 
quently'^ as  children  from  infected  families  had  been  in  attendance  to 
school.  As  a  further  precaution  against  infection,  the  covers  were 
removed  from  all  books  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  books  thor- 
oughly fumigated  before  being  placed  in  the  cases  for  the  summer. 

Owing  to  the  inundated  condition  of  the  Susquehanna  valley  dur- 
ing the  month  of  March,  your  superintendent  and  directors  were  not 
able  to  attend  the  conventions  at  Norristown  and  Harrisburg.  On 
March  9  a  flood  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  Danville  swept 
over  the  place,- and  wrought  such  havoc  that  school  work  was  se- 
riously hampered  for  some  time.  One  building  was  closed  entirely 
for  a  number  of  days. 

As  a  means  of  securing  uniform  work,  the  best  accepted  methods, 
and  further  thoroughness  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  five  general  meet- 
ings of  teachers,  seventeen  music  grades,  forty-five  general  grades, 
and  five  meetings  of  the  high  school  faculty  were  held  during  the 
year;  in  addition,  368  official  visits  were  made  to  all  the  schools. 
These  visits  lasted  from  20  to  90  minutes,  and  were  as  frequent  as 
occasion  seemed  to  demand.  Written  reviews  were  given  in  all 
schools  above  the  second  year  primary  at  intervals  of  two  or  three 
weeks.  Examinations  were  held  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the 
benefit  of  those  pupils  who  failed  to  make  the  grade  in  recitations 
necessary  for  exemption.  Of  the  192  examined,  29  failed  to  pass. 
We  are  firm  in  the  conviction  that  the  system  of  promotion,  inaugu- 
rated last  year  and  explained  at  length  in  the  last  rejiort,  is  a  strong 
factor  in  the  good  working  order  of  our  schools.  By  it,  a  premium 
is  placed  on  regular  attendance  and  consistent  preparation  of  the 
daily  recitation.  Educational  loafing  is  largely  eliminated,  and 
"cramming  the  night  before,"  out  of  the  question. 

In  the  elementary  schools,  no  new  movements  were  inaugurated, 
but  every  energy  was  directed  toward  improving  the  work  under 
way  by  the  use  of  the  most  improved  methods  and  devices.  One 
years'  work  was  added  the  course  of  vocal  music.  Of  the  eight 
years'  work  prescribed  for  the  course,  four  have  lieen  regularly  es- 
tablished in  our  schools.  At  the  end  of  the  school  year  May  30,  1904, 
a  recital,  setting  forth  the  methods  of  instruction  used,  and  the  pro- 
gress made  by  the  pui)ils,  was  given  under  the  direction  of  the  super- 
visor of  music.  Inquiiy  from  a  number  of  persons  recognized  as  au- 
thority brought  out  the  point  that  the  work  has  bivn  done  along 
pedagogical  lines  and  well. 
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The  re-adjustment  of  class-room  accommodations,  made  possible 
by  the  erection  of  a  two  room  annex  to  the  high  school  building,  re- 
flected largely  on  the  good  work  done  in  all  departments  during  the 
year. 

The  commercial  department,  opened  for  the  first  time  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  term  to  the  pupils  of  the  high  school,  was  elected  by  24 
sophomores  and  48  freshmen.  The  success  hoped  for  in  the  enter- 
prise was  not  attained.  This  is  accounted  for  largely  by  the  uncer- 
monious  leave  of  the  teacher  during  the  year,  and  the  general  in- 
capacity of  his  successor.  The  progress  made,  however,  under 
difficulties,  warrants  our  statement  that  the  proposition  is  a  feasible 
one,  and  will  be  worked  out  successfully  when  the  proper  conditions 
are  supplied. 

A  class  of  13  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  June  2 — below 
the  average  in  point  of  numbers,  but  strong  in  scholarship  and  gen- 
eral mental  culture.  A  number  will  enter  college  next  year  and 
without  condition. 

Our  policy  for  next  year  will  be  the  same  as  the  one  pursued  this 
year — perfecting  plans  already  in  operation.  With  a  liberal  com- 
munity and  an  interested  school  board  at  our  back,  there  is  no  reason 
^rhy  the  work  should  not  be  pushed  to  a  successful  issue. 

Our  obligations  are  due  the  State  Department  for  valuable  assist- 
ance rendered  from  time  to  time  during  the  year. 


DU.  BOIS— J.  H.  Alleman. 


We  are  able  to  rei)ort  many  gratifying  evidences  of  progress 
along  educational  lines.  Our  teaching  force  merits  decided  com- 
mendation, our  directors  are  competent  and  enthusiastic,  parents 
and  citizens  manifest  a  fuller  appreciation  of  school  work  and 
throughout  there  is  a  steady  and  healthy  growth  of  public  sentiment 
in  favor  of  better  educational  advantages,  and  a  higher  standard  of 
efficiency  in  all  lines  of  school  work. 

With  few  exceptions  our  teaching  force  was  competent,  ener- 
getic, progressive,  honest,  faithful  and  devoted  to  their  work.  The 
school  authorities  base  the  election  and  retention  of  teachers  en- 
tirely upon  fitness  and  merit,  and  this  has  had  a  stimulating  effect 
upon  the  earnest,  faithful  performance  of  school  duties.  Teachers 
fully  understand  that  their  days  are  numbered  in  the  DuBois 
schools  if  they  are  incompetent,  or  are  wilfully  negligent  in  any 
department  of  their  work.  "The  claims  of  forty  children  are  of 
much  more  importance  than  the  claims  of  any  one  person." 

The  interest  manifested  by  the  teachers  in  the  monthly  educa- 
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tional  meetings  gave  evidence  of  the  true  teaching  spirit.  During 
the  term  a  two-days'  local  institute  was  held.  I'rominent  edu- 
cators gave  invaluable  instruction.  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  of  Chicago,  and 
Miss  Maud  Willis,  of  the  Lock  Haven  Normal  School,  gave  an  even- 
ing of  instruction  and  entertainment,  besides  participating  in  the 
daily  program.  Among  other  participants  were  Supt.  J.  W. 
Sweeney,  of  Elk  county;  Supt.  E.  C.  Shields,  of  Clearfield  county; 
Prof.  J.  J.  Lynch,  St.  Marys;  Profs.  H.  E.  Trout  and  G.  \V.  Baker, 
of  the  Clearfield  schools.  The  institute  was  unanimously  consid- 
ered by  our  teachers  as  vastly  more  helpful  and  beneficial  than 
even  the  best  county  institute. 

Throughout  the  term,  particular  attention  was  given  by  the  teach- 
ers and  school  authorities  to  proper  assignment  of  lessons,  teach- 
ing pupils  how  to  study,  the  development  of  thought-power,  thor- 
oughness in  work,  individual  instruction,  child-study,  the  art  of 
questioning,  securing  and  holding  attention,  training  pupils  to 
habits  of  self-control,  in  short,  laying  a  strong  foundation  for  a 
successful  and  prosperous  career — physically,  mentally  and  morally. 

Our  schools  were  formerly  noted  for  deficiency  in  spelling,  pen- 
manship and  composition  work.  A  specialty  was  made  of  these 
subjects,  and  the  year's  work  showed  marvelous  progress.  Parents 
and  pupils  alike  participated  in  spelling  contests  and  challenges 
were  frequent  among  the  ditlerent  grades  and  wards.  Great  en- 
thusiasm prevailed,  and  by  the  end  of  the  term  our  schools  had  at- 
tained a  very  high  standard  of  efficiency.  Frequently  the  directors 
issued  a  call  for  the  best  specimens  of  penmanship  and  the  best  com- 
positions that  could  be  written  by  each  pupil  in  the  respective 
grades.  Accordmgly,  such  specimens  were  prepared  and  sent  to  the 
directore'  ofiice  for  examination  and  comparison.  It  produced  a 
stimulating  effect,  and  teachers  and  pupils  may  justly  be  con- 
gratulated for  the  excellent  results  of  the  year's  work. 

The  enrollment  during  the  year  was  as  follows:  Male,  907;  fe- 
male, 962;  total.  1,8G9.  The  average  attendance  was  1,612;  per  cent, 
of  attendance,  93;  number  of  visits  to  the  schools,  2,619.  The  high- 
est enrollment  in  the  high  school  was  139.  The  number  graduated 
from  the  high  school  was  nineteen. 

The  nine  months'  term  has  placed  our  school  work  upon  a  more 
complete  and  thorough  basis,  and  tlie  fi'W  who  have  opposed  the 
lengthening  of  the  term  now  realize  the  wisdom  of  the  board's 
decision,  and  rejoice  in  the  superior  advantages  offered  to  the  rising 
generation. 

Many  items  of  progress  and  interest  must  necessarily  be  omitted. 
SuflBce  it  to  say  that  much  work  must  yet  be  accomplished  before 
we  have  rcacluMi  the  goal  of  our  ambition. 

With  an  abidinir  love  and  interest  in  llic  srliodls.  witli  an  assuring 
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hope  and  confidence  for  their  future,  we  will  strive,  earnestly  and 
faithfully,  to  make  the  DuBois  schools  the  pride  and  inspiration  of 
every  home,  the  sacred  benediction  of  every  child,  and  the  glorious 
consummation  of  all  that  is  truly  great,  exalting,  purifying  and  en- 
nobling. 


DUNMORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  satisfactory  one  in  every  respect. 
There  were  enrolled  2,731  pupils,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the 
borough.  The  course  of  etudy  adopted  last  year  was  followed 
closely,  with  the  result  that  many  of  the  teachers  were  able  to 
complete  the  work  of  their  grade  before  the  close  of  the  term,  giving 
them  an  opportunity  for  a  thorough  review.  The  compulsory  edu- 
cation law  was  strictly  enforced,  and  I  am  gratified  to  report  that 
every  child  in  Dunmore  under  13,  is  attending  school.  The  attend- 
ance, generally  speaking,  has  been  good.  Measles  interfered  some- 
what, but  not  to  any  noticeable  extent. 

The  interest  of  the  pupils  is  everywhere  manifest.  In  the  high 
school  beautiful  pictures  of  the  Coliseum,  Acropolis,  Independence 
Hall  and  the  Capitol  building  at  Washington,  D.  C,  were  placed 
by  the  different  classes.  Busts  of  Shakespeare,  Caesar,  Tennyson, 
Longfellow,  Scott,  Irving,  Emerson,  Beethoven  and  Mozart  were  also 
presented. 

On  March  17  a  choir  organized  from  the  different  schools  won  a 
prize  of  ^2o  and  gold  medal  at  the  annual  eisteddfod  of  the  Cambro- 
American  Society  of  Lackawanna  Valley.  For  this,  much  credit 
is  due  Prof.  Jones,  supervisor  of  music,  under  whose  direction  the 
choir  was  trained. 

To  accommodate  the  increased  attendance,  a  new  four-room  build- 
ing was  opened  in  September. 

The  work  in  drawing  during  the  year  has  been  of  an  exceptionally 
high  order.  The  pupils  took  a  delight  in  the  subject,  made  remark- 
able progress  and  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  employing  a  draw- 
ing supervisor.  The  exhibit  prepared  by  the  schools  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  inspected  by  hundreds  of  people  from  this  and  sur- 
rounding towns. 

During  the  spring  there  was  instituted  what  will  be,  hereafter,  an 
annual  affair — an  oratorical  contest.  Twenty-seven  students  from 
the  high  school  entered  the  preliminary,  and  out  of  these  twenty- 
seven,  twelve  were  permitted  to  compete  in  the  final.  The  work 
was  really  inspiring.  The  students  entered  with  a  win  or  die  spirit, 
and  it  was  a  difficult  matter  for  the  judges  to  select  the  winners.     As 
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a  result  of  the  contest  we  enjoyed  the  best  graduating  exercises  in 
the  history  of  the  town. 

Closing  exercises  were  held  in  all  the  grades,  and  certificates  of 
promotion  given  to  ail  children  completing  grade  work.  Twenty- 
two  students  were  graduated  from  the  high  school,  ten  in  the  Latin 
scientific  and  twelve  in  the  commercial  course. 

The  resignation  of  Miss  MacCrory,  who  has  been  at  the  head  of 
the  commercial  department  since  it  was  established,  has  just  been 
received.  Her  successor  will  be  named  at  the  coming  meeting  of  the 
school  board. 


EASTON— Wm.  W.  Cottinghara. 


In  point  of  educational  progress  the  schools  of  this  city  have  not 
only  maintained  a  standard  of  acquirement  equal  to,  but  in  many 
respects  in  advance  of  that  hitherto  reached.  If  thorough  grada- 
tion and  classification,  a  well-defined  policy  dominating  the  corps 
of  teachers  and  a  fixity  of  purpose  to  achieve  greater  and  better 
results  each  year  through  earnest  and  painstaking  effort  are  condi- 
tions essential  to  success,  then  this  district  has  reason  for  self- 
congratulation  on  its  possession  of  such  provisions  as  conduce  to 
successful  and  gratifying  school  adminstration.  The  progressive 
growth  apparent  in  the  development  of  all  phases  of  school  work 
ii  this  locality,  although  divested  of  every  claim  in  the  direction 
of  the  extraordinary  or  phenomenal,  has,  nevertheless,  been  steady 
and  enduring,  and  in  strict  observance  of  the  established  principle, 
that  no  advancements  be  made  from  grade  to  grade  except  on  the 
basis  of  a  thorough  accomplishment  of  the  work  of  one  grade  prior 
to  an  elevation  to  that  of  the  next  higher. 

This  year's  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  consisted  of 
sixty-seven  members,  twenty-five  males  and  forty-two  females,  who, 
being  distributed  in  accordance  with  the  several  courses  of  study 
pursued,  are  classified  as  follows:  Eight  in  the  classical  department, 
IS  in  the  Latin  scientific  department,  2  in  the  Greek  scientific  de- 
partment, 24  in  the  general  scientific  department,  15  in  the  commer- 
cial department. 

The  commencement  exercises,  as  usual,  were  held  in  the  opera 
house,  and  were  highly  appreciated  by  an  unusually  large  and  at- 
t-.'htive  audience.  A  special  and  very  interesting  feature  of  the 
occasion  was  the  presentation  of  free  scholarships  and  commercial 
jtiizes  to  those  of  the  class  who  had  won  distinguished  honors.  Mr. 
Koliert  A.  Sandt,  a  graduate  of  the  classical  department,  having 
attained  the  highest  grade  in  the  male  division  of  his  class,  was 
awarded  a  free  scholarship  in  Lafayette  college,  which  was  formally 
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and  happily  presented  by  I'lof.  Francis  A.  Muich,  Jr.,  a  member  of 
the  board  of  control  representing  the  college  faculty.  Miss  Flor- 
ence H.  Shive,  the  valedictorian  of  the  class,  having  achieved  the 
highest  honor  of  the  class  in  point  of  grade,  was  presented  with  a 
free  scholarship  in  the  Woman's  College,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  by 
Mr.  Frank  W.  iStewart,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  education. 
Miss  Cornelia  Klusmeyer,  a  graduate  of  the  commercial  department, 
having  attained  the  highest  grade  in  the  commercial  course,  was 
presented  with  a  money  prize  in  the  name  of  the  proprietors  of  one 
of  the  leading  business  houses  of  the  city,  in  token  not  only  of  their 
appreciation  of  the  recipient's  attainments  but  in  recognition  of  the 
practical  value  and  utility  of  this  specific  course  of  study  to  the 
youth  of  the  city. 

The  teachers'  local  institute,  the  weekly  grade  meetings,  a  normal 
class  and  other  agencies  hithereto  operative  in  this  district,  have 
been  continued  during  this  year,  and  as  a  means  have  well  served 
the  double  purpose  of  providing  professional  culture  for  teachers, 
and  exerting  at  the  same  time  a  healthful  intiuence  in  the  direction 
of  energizing  and  harmonizing  effort  in  school  room  work. 

The  teaching  force  of  this  city,  in  the  main,  consists  of  a  body  of 
earnest,  loyal  and  successful  instructors  of  youth,  who,  in  the  con- 
scientious discharge  of  duty,  are  as  persevering  in  their  efforts  to 
foster  nobility  of  character  in  those  intrusted  to  their  care  as 
they  are  in  ministering  to  their  intellectual  needs. 

The  University  Extension  Course  is  very  popular  with  a  majority 
of  our  teachers  and  to  such  an  extent  that  they  have  already  com- 
pleted arrangements  for  another  course  of  lectures  during  the 
coming  year. 

The  board  of  control  is  to  be  commended  for  its  alacrity  in  sup- 
porting every  measure  conducive  to  the  educational  interests  of  the 
city,  and  for  the  liberality  displayed  in  supplying  all  the  requisites 
for  successfully  carrying  on  the  educational  work  of  the  district. 
In  response  to  the  demand  for  additional  school  accommodations 
on  the  South  Side,  the  board  acted  promptly  and  as  a  result,  a 
large  and  commodious  school  building  is  now  in  process  of  erec- 
tion in  that  locality,  which,  when  completed,  will  be  equipped  with 
every  modern  convenience  for  successful  school  work.  In  addition 
thereto,  one  of  the  older  school  buildings  on  the  North  Side  erected 
in  187G,  is  now  undergoing  transformation  and  enlargement  so  as 
to  conform  more  fully  in  structure  and  convenience  to  the  modern 
idea  of  school  architecture. 


It  would  not  be  seemly  for  Dr.  Cottinghara  to  note  anything  in  his 
report  that  was  personal  to  himself,  but  fifty  consecutive  years  of 
service  as  superintendent  of  schools  is  too  great  an  event  to  let 
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pass  unnoticed;  therefore,  the  supervising  principal,  A.  J.  LaBarre, 
begs  leave  of  the  School  Department  to  have  printed  the  following 
as  a  supplement  to  Superintendent  Cottinghara's  report: 

The  twenty-eighth  day  of  last  October  will  be  a  memorable  one  among  the 
many  brilliant  educational  events  in  the  history  of  Easton,  for  then  was  cele- 
brated with  great  enthusiasm  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  connection  of  Wil- 
liam White  Cottingham,  LL.  D.,  with  our  public  schools.  The  citizens  of  Eas- 
ton were  proud  to  do  honor  to  a  man  who  has  aided  in  the  education  of  practi- 
cally every  Eastonian  of  the  past  half  century.  His  work  is  incalculable:  his 
labors  have  been  indefatigable.  No  man  could  have  done  more;  perhaps  no 
other  man  could  have  done  as  much— surely  no  other  has  done  as  much— surely 
no  other  has  done  as  much  for  any  other  city  and  we  can  never  fully  repay 
Superintendent  Cottingham. 

The  Opera  House  was  filled  with  representative  men  and  women  to  wit- 
ness the  exercises  commemorative  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  election 
of  Dr.  Cottingham  as  Superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Easton.  He  en- 
joys the  distinction  of  having  made  the  greatest  record  as  a  School  superinten- 
dent that  has  ever  been  known  in  this  or  any  other  country.  Many  m.en  high  in 
educational  circles  came  here  to  participate  in  the  exercises;  letters  were  re- 
ceived fiom  others  who  would  have  been  here  but  for  circumstances  that  kept 
them  away. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Green,  president  of  the  Board  of  Control,  officiating  as  master  of 
ceremonies,  explained  the  object  of  the  noted  gathering,  and  then  mentioned 
the  names  of  those  who  composed  the  Board  of  Control  in  1853,  when  Dr.  Cot- 
tingham was  unanimously  elected  superintendent.  The  wisdom  of  that  board's 
action  has  been  demonstrated  time  and  time  again.  Their  placing  the  schools 
of  the  borough  under  his  direction  has  been  a  great  blessing  not  only  to  the 
community,  but  also  to  the  many  thousands  who  have  since  been  pupils  of 
the  schools  here. 

Elaborate  addresses  were  made  by  Hon.  Horace  Lehr,  Mayor  of  Easton, 
Henry  Snyder,  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  of  Jersey  City,  ex-Mayor 
C.  F.  Chidsey,  former  pupils  of  Mr.  Cottingham,  by  President  E.  D.  Warfield, 
of  Lafayette  College,   and  Hon.  Henry  Houck,   Deputy  State  Superintendent. 

It  is  but  natural  to  honor  those  who  have  achieved  pre-eminence  in  most 
every  path  of  human  endeavor— the  state?man  and  the  philosopher,  the  vic- 
torious general  and  the  philanthropist,  the  orator  and  the  poet,  the  scientist 
and  the  financier,  but  we  are  prone  to  forget  the  schoolmaster— he  who  in- 
structs. Behold  our  teacher!  Give  him  the  crown!  For  he  who  is  teacher  of 
all  is  therefore  greatest  of  all.  He  has  achieved  a  record  never  hitherto  at- 
tained in  the  cause  of  popular  education  and  but  seldom  equalled  in  any  pro- 
fession or  walk  of  life. 

Who  can  estimate  the  difficulties  that  were  overcome,  the  obstacles  sur- 
mounted, the  many  anxious  moments,  the  disappointments,  and  from  time  to 
time  the  encouragements  that  were  experienced  during  that  long  span  of  fifty 
years  which  witnessed  the  progress  of  our  free  school  system  from  feeble  infancy 
to  full  development  under  his  watchful  care  and  guidance?  To  devote  a  life- 
time to  the  welfare  of  others  is  to  be  deserving  of  the  recognition  and  gratitude 
of  humanity;  but  in  this  busy,  practical  age,  absorbed  with  their  own  personal 
interests  and  ambitions,  men  are  liable  to  forget  to  show  their  recognition  and 
appreciation  of  these  less  obstrusive  deeds  of  their  fellow-men.  It  is  too  often 
left  to  posterity  to  awaken  to  the  consciousness  th.at  they  have  had  among 
them    a    man    with    superior    merits,    who,    by   his    faithful   discharge   of  high 
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duties,  honored  the  position  he  occupied  and  the  community  which  he  served, 
and  is  deserving  of  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of  his  fellow-men. 

Easton  recognizes  the  service  he  has  rendered  and  had  a  day  set  apart  to 
give  expression  of  their  thanks  and  appreciation,  their  esteem  and  high  regard. 
He  has  seen  Easton  grow  from  a  small  town  with  all  its  provincialisms  into  a 
large  and  powerful  city,  and  has  grown  with  it.  From  the  standpoint  of  the 
teacher  he  has  witnessed  the  most  gigantic  convulsions  through  which  our 
nation  has  passed,  and  which  have  most  profoundly  affected  our  national  life 
and  institutions,  and  has  translated  them  into  terms  of  public  school  instruc- 
tion. He  serves  to  connect  by  an  unbroken  chain  the  old  in  education  with  the 
new.  Froebel  died  just  one  year  before  Dr.  Cottingham  became  superinten- 
dent. Horace  Mann  who  hurled  his  educational  thunderbolts  at  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  was  still  alive.  He  has  witnessed  the  marvelous  changes  which 
have  taken  place  in  school  systems,  in  courses  and  methods  of  instruction 
during  the  past  half  century,  and  has  actively  participated  in  them.  He  has 
seen  the  school  transformed,  and,  indeed,  has  helped  to  transform  it,  from  the 
prison  house  of  criminals  to  the  pleasure  house  of  animated,  bouyant,  ambi- 
tious,  friendly  children. 

In  the  evening  200  guests  gathered  at  the  banquet  board  in  honor  of  Dr.  Cot- 
tingham's  golden  jubilee  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the  occasion  was  a 
delightful  ending  of  the  very  auspicious  event.  It  was  a  feast  that  fed  .and  de- 
lighted the  mind.  As  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
said  at  the  banquet  board,  "A  superintendent  who  educates  two  or  three  genera- 
tions in  the  same  community  cannot  fail  to  have  planted  the  roots  of  love  and 
affection  deep  into  the  soil.  That  explained  why  the  people  of  Easton  thought 
so  much  of  Dr.  Cottingham.  And  it  was  a  great  honor  to  any  man  to  be  so 
long  entrusted  with  the  most  valuable  assets  of  the  community,  the  boys  and 
girls  who  are  educated  in  the  public  schools." 

There  can  be  no  nobler  incentive  to  the  educational  co-laborers  of  the  State 
than  the  life  work  of  Dr.  William  White  Cottingham. 


EKIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 


The  public  school  enrollment  was  8,050,  distributed  as  follows: 
High  school,  631;  grades,  6,849;  ungraded,  39;  kindergarten,  81; 
training  class,  15;  mechanical  drawing,  48;  night  schools,  387. 

Eleven  parochial  schools,  one  denominational  school,  one  academy 
and  two  business  schools  carry  an  enrollment  of  about  3,500.  This 
brings  the  total  number  of  pupils  in  all  schools  of  our  city  to  11,5.50, 
and  indicates  a  population  of  57,750. 

During  the  year,  departments  of  domestic  science  and  manual 
training  were  added  to  the  system.  The  classes  in  cooking  num- 
bered 400 — all  girls — taken  from  the  last  two  years  in  the  grammar 
schools  and  the  first  year  in  the  high  school.  The  manual  training 
class  reached  724,  boys  from  the  last  three  years  of  the  grade 
schools.  The  lessons  were  each  one  hour  and  a  half  for  the  manual 
training  classes,  and  one-half  day  each  for  the  cooking  classes.     The 
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lessons  came  once  every  two  weeks,  except  for  the  boys  in  the  un- 
graded school,  who  had  an  average  of  four  and  one  half  hours  per 
week  during  the  entire  year. 

The  results  were  highly  gratifying  in  both  departments.  In 
manual  training  the  boys  devloped  sufficient  skill  to  make  thread 
winders,  shelves,  boxes,  towel-rollers,  screens  and  other  useful  ar- 
ticles. 

'  In  cooking,  the  girls  reached  enough  proficiency  to  give  the  school 
board  an  excellent  banquet  with  everything  on  the  menu — bread, 
cake,  meats,  vegetables — baked,  boiled,  broiled,  roasted  and  cooked 
to  the  queen's  taste,  and  served  gracefully  as  well  as  scientifically. 


FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinslev. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  annual  written 
report  of  the  schools  under  my  supervision  for  the  school  year 
1903-4. 

The  school  year  of  nine  school  months  closed  May  27.  The  work 
of  the  year  may  be  reported  as  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  it  shows 
some  improvement  where  improvement  was  most  needed,  and  no- 
where has  fallen  behind  the  work  of  former  years. 

The  new  high  school  building  was  occupied  at  the  beginning  of 
the  y(^ar,  and  the  improved  facilities  it  affords  for  the  work  de- 
manded of  high  schools  in  these  times  have  made  much  improve- 
ment possible  in  this  school,  especially  along  the  lines  of  laboratory 
work  in  biology,  chemistry  and  physics. 

Vocal  music,  for  several  years  taught  by  the  regular  teachers 
only,  Mas  placed  under  the  supervision  of  a  special  teacher,  and  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  music  of  the  schools  has  resulted. 

The  erection  of  a  two-room  addition  to  one  of  our  buildings  has 
been  commenced,  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of  the 
school  term  in  Se}>tember. 

Arrangement  have  been  completed  for  the  introduction  of  a  de- 
partment of  domestic  science  and  a  department  of  manual  training 
next  year. 

The  enacting  of  the  minimum  salary  bill  by  the  last  General  As- 
sembly seems  to  have  been  the  starting  point  of  a  general  awaken- 
ing throughout  the  State  to  the  fact  that  the  salaries  paid  are 
entirely  inadequate  to  the  work  performed,  and  the  question  of 
increasing  the  salaries  has  been  widely  discussed  in  teachers'  meet- 
ings, in  educational  papers  and  in  the  daily  newspapers.     These  dis- 
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cussions  have  been  participated  in  by  representative  men  of  all 
classes,  and,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  tenor  of  the  discussions,  the 
feeling  is  vsell-nigh  universal  that  there  should  be  a  very  substantial 
increase  of  salaries  all  along  the  line. 

Has  not  the  time  come  for  every  one  connected  with  the  public 
schools  of  Pennsylvania  to  take  up  this  matter  in  earnest,  and  stop 
agitating  only  when  adequate  salaries  have  been  reached? 


GREENSBURG— E.  J.  Shives. 


We  have  endeavored  to  make  improvements  all  along  the  line  of 
educational  work,  and  we  feel  that  our  efforts  have  not  been  in 
vain.  Our  teachers  have,  as  a  rule,  been  faithful  and  have  cheer- 
fully co-operated  in  the  work  connected  with  the  educational  uplift 
of  our  boys  and  girls.  With  a  good  corps  of  teachers,  a  helpful 
set  of  text-books  and  a  conscientious  board  of  education,  any  super- 
intendent should  be  able  to  do  satisfactory  work  in  a  system  of 
schools.  If  politics  and  political  methods  can  be  kept  out  of  school 
boards,  which  means  that  teachers  and  text-books  will  be  selected 
because  of  their  merits,  and  not  because  members  of  the  board 
have  sold  themselves  to  politicians  or  book  agents,  then  may  we 
expect  our  boys  and  girls  to  got  their  just  dues  at  the  hands  of  the 
public  schools  of  America. 

Our  schools  have  been  growing  rapidly  and  the  demand  for  more 
school  rooms  has  boon  imperative.  To  relieve  this  congestion,  our 
board  of  education  has  wisely  decided  to  erect  a  new  eight-room 
school  building,  which  we  hope  to  have  completed  by  the  first  day  of 
next  January.  At  the  present  time  we  have  one  four-room  building, 
two  eight-room  buildings,  besides  the  beautiful  high  school  which 
is  used  for  the  work  of  the  high  school  department,  and  also  for  the 
work  of  the  grammar  department,  and  throe  of  the  intermediate 
grades. 

We  divide  our  school  year  of  nine  months  into  three  sessions  or 
terms  of  three  months  each.  Besides  the  numerous  tests  given 
by  the  teachers  during  the  year,  a  special  examination  is  given  by 
the  superintendent  of  schools  at  the  close  of  each  term  or  session. 
At  the  request  of  the  sisters  of  our  parochial  schools,  we  have 
included  their  high  school  preparatory  class  in  these  special  ex- 
aminations. We  find  this  the  most  satisfactory  way  to  pass  upon 
the  prospective  high  school  pupils  who  come  from  the  parochial 
schools. 

At  the  close  of  this  last  year,  suitable  exercises  marked  the 
completion  of  the  work  of  our  high  school  preparatory  class  and  a 
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class  of  forty-two  proved  their  titnoss  to  ontor  our  liigli  school  this 
coming-  September.  The  regular  high  school  commeuceraent  was 
held  on  the  2d  of  June,  in  our  high  school  auditorium,  at  which  time 
a  class  of  six  was  graduated.  The  incoming  senior  class  will 
number  about  three  times  that  of  the  class  just  graduated,  and 
the  successive  classes  will  be  still  larger. 


HARRISBURG— L.  O.  Foose. 


The  work  done  in  the  schools  of  this  city  during  the  past  year 
was  generally  well  done.  Although  there  were  interruptions  and 
irregularities  now  and  then  and  here  and  there  that  interfered  some- 
what in  the  attendance  and  in  the  progress  of  some  pupils,  yet,  on 
the  whole,  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

The  increase  in  attendance  has  not  been  as  great,  however,  as 
the  increase  in  the  population  of  the  city  would  seem  to  justify. 
This  is  accounted  for,  very  largely,  from  the  fact  that  as  soon  as 
very  many  pupils  attain  the  age  of  thirteen  the  legal  permits  are 
obtained  and  hundreds  of  boys  and  girls  leave  school  and  secure 
employment,  in  most  instances,  for  small  compensation.  They 
rarely  ever  return  to  school  again. 

This  gives  those  who  remain  in  school  an  unusual  opportunity 
to  advance  in  their  work  because  of  the  smaller  number  in  the 
classes,  but  it  is  sad  to  think  of  the  great  loss  sustained  by  those 
who  drop  out.  But  few  of  them  even  go  to  a  night  school.  They 
have  no  school  books  at  their  homes,  and  in  very  manj*  cases  they 
have  no  books  of  any  kind.  Their  education  virtually  ceases  when 
they  stoj)  school,  and  thereafter  they  are  content  with  the  gossip 
of  their  associates  or  with  what  may  be  gleaned  from  the  contents 
of  a  newspaper. 

They  are  dv\arfed  and  hampered  in  their  life  work  because  of  their 
lack  of  education.  Many  of  them  have  natural  abilit}*,  but  are 
stunted  and  cramped  in  their  lack  of  early  development  and.  hence, 
life  does  not  yield  tliem  anything  like  what  it  might  had  their 
intellectual  and  aesthetic  possibilities  been  unfolded  in  youth. 
They  are  doomed  quite  generally  to  ignorance  and  the  drudgery 
of  a  hard  life,  with  but  limited  compensation  for  their  toil.  The 
temporay  gain  is  in  no  sense  a  comjiensation  for  the  great  loss  they 
sustain.  Child  labor  wrongs  grown  up  people  as  much  as  it  does 
the  children  themselves.  A  diild  laboring  for  if  certain  amount 
per  diiy  robs  an  ndnlt  of  three  or  four  times  as  much. 

In  the  high  school,  however,  the  attendance  has  been  proportion- 
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ally  much  better,  largely  for  the  reason  that  the  pupils  who  remain 
iu  school  long  enough  to  complete  the  course  of  study  of  the  gram- 
mar school  have  quite  generally  made  up  their  minds  to  acquire 
a  more  extended  education,  either  in  this  school  or  elsewhere. 

The  principal  of  this  school.  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Baer,  in  his  last  report 
to  my  office,  says:  "Our  graduates  always  find  ready  employment, 
and  those  of  the  business  department  generally  have  positions  be- 
fore they  graduate.  It  may  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  know  that 
many  of  our  graduates  enter  college  and  other  higher  institutions 
of  learning.  During  the  present  year  eighty-five  are  attending 
as  regular  students  in  the  different  colleges  of  the  country.  For 
the  past  six  years  at  least  50  per  cent,  of  our  male  graduates  entered 
college  annually.  From  two  classes  60  per  cent,  entered,  and  from 
the  class  of  lUOl  06  per  cent,  of  the  boys  are  now  pursuing  their 
studies  in  a  regular  college. 

A  fair  proportion  of  our  girls  also  enter  college.  The  annual 
average  is  about  25  per  cent.  Of  the  85  Harrieburg  high  school 
graduates  now"  at  college,  23  are  girls.  Besides,  quite  a  number 
attend  our  State  Normal  Schools  and  other  special  schools  of  vari- 
ous kinds. 

"It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  our  graduates  are  able 
to  enter  college  when  they  apply,  and  wherever  they  apply.  In  all 
but  four  of  the  colleges  of  the  country,  as  far  as  we  know,  they  are 
admitted  on  certificate.  In  these  four  the  rules  require  an  examina- 
tion. In  one  of  these  we  have  at  present  twelve,  in  another  two  and 
the  third  one.  For  admission  into  the  fourth  none  of  our  gradu- 
ates have  applied  to  date. 

"This  record  would  indicate  a  generous  appreciation  of  higher 
education  by  our  community,  and  the  high  school  is  entitled  to  a 
fair  share  of  credit  for  it.  Our  course  of  study  is  broad  and  com- 
prehensive, and  affords  an  excellent  preparation  for  college  en- 
trance. Besides,  the  practical  work  has  not  been  overlooked.  Our 
instruction  is  generally  thorough.  In  chemistry,  for  instance,  our 
graduates  usually  pass  off  in  advance  of  the  first  year's  w^ork  in 
one  of  our  best  technical  schools.  Our  graduates  are  not  merely 
able  to  enter  college,  but  also  to  sustain  themselves  well  after  enter- 
ing. It  is  not  an  unusual  thing  to  find  Harrisburg  boys  among  the 
honor  men." 

For  some  years  past  the  first  year  pupils  of  the  high  school  have 
been  permitted,  when  they  so  desired,  to  pursue  an  elementary 
course  in  bench  work  in  wood.  This  was  an  addition  to  the  regular 
work  of  the  clas^  and  yet  a  large  number  of  pupils  of  both  sexes 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  acquire  some  knowledge 
of  manual  training.     Many  of  them  acquired  very  commendable 
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skill  of  hand  in  the  use  of  tools  and  did  very  creditable  work,  but 
there  was  not  enough  of  it  to  make  it  of  very  much  educational 
value.  About  the  middle  of  the  year  the  attention  of  the  board 
of  directors  was  called  to  the  fact  that  this  w^ork  was  only  a  par- 
tial success  for  the  reasons  given  above,  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  what  is  being  done  in  other  places  along  this 
line  and  to  report  the  results  of  their  observations  to  the  board. 

This  committee  recommended  the  organization  of  a  manual  train- 
ing high  school  for  boys  with  a  three  years'  course  of  study,  em- 
bracing academic  studies,  industrial  and  mechanical  drawing,  and 
extended  work  in  wood,  iron,  tin  and  molding  with  practical  appli- 
cation of  the  principles  of  chemistry,  physics  and  electricity  to  the 
industrial  pursuits  of  life.  The  school  will  be  opened  in  September 
of  the  present  year  in  a  building  separate  from  the  present  high 
school  and  with  a  faculty  of  its  own.  The  undertaking  seems  to  be 
popular  with  the  citizens  and  gives  every  indication  of  success.  It 
is  intended  to  prepare  boys  for  the  scientific  courses  in  the  colleges 
and  technical  schools,  as  well  as  for  skilful  and  profitable  work  in 
the  scientific,  mechanical  and  industrial  pursuits  of  life. 

Years  ago  the  teachers  of  the  city  organized  a  library  for  their 
own  use  at  their  own  expense.  From  time  to  time  they  have  added 
to  it  until  now  they  have  quite  an  aggregation  of  books,  many  of 
them  on  professional  subjects.  Some  time  ago  the  board  of  direct- 
ors set  apart  and  fixed  up  a  room  for  their  use  in  one  of  the  school 
buildings  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  This  has  now  become  a  teachers' 
retreat  and  answers  the  purposes  of  a  library,  a  reading  room,  a 
place  for  lectures,  conferences  and  social  intercourse.  It  has  be- 
come a  place  of  almost  constant  resort  by  teachers  during  the  time 
of  the  year  the  schools  are  in  session. 

The  high  school  is  also  in  possession  of  a  reference  library  and 
reading  room.  This  has  been  organized  and  maintained  by  the 
teachers  and  pupils  of  the  school.  By  voluntary  contributions  and 
the  proceeds  of  musical  and  literary  entertainments  given  by  the 
school  the  managers  are  able  annually  to  add  a  supply  of  new  books 
and  magazines.  This  library  has  been  very  helpful  to  both  teachers 
and  pupils. 

The  usual  teachers'  meetings  of  one  kind  and  another,  together 
with  the  annual  city  teachers'  institute,  have  been  held  during  the 
year.  Many  of  the  teachers  have  engaged  in  systematic  study  of 
one  kind  or  another  along  educational  and  professional  lines,  and 
others  have  pursued  courses  in  summer  schools. 

There  has  been  a  commendable  zeal  shown  by  the  teachers  gener- 
ally to  make  the  best  of  their  opportunities  in  preparing  themselves 
to  do  efficient  work  in  their  schools. 
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HAZLETON— David  A.  Haiiimii. 


Quite  a  disappointment  was  experienced  by  the  friends  of  educa- 
tional progress  last  year  when  it  was  found  that  the  estimate  for 
the  new  high  school  building-  so  far  exceeded  the  appropriation  that 
it  was  impracticable  to  go  ahead.  The  board  then  decided  to  en- 
large and  remodel  the  present  high  school  building.  This  change  is 
now  under  way  and  will  prove  satisfactory,  giving  us  additional  reci- 
tation rooms,  an  auditorium  and  chemical  and  physical  laboratories. 
The  growth  of  our  city  makes  it  necessary  to  provide  more  school 
rooms  for  the  lower  grades  also,  and  we  shall  therefore  begin  the 
erection  of  another  graded  school  building  during  the  present  term. 

Hazleton  is  certainly  to  be  congratulated  upon  having,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  school  boards  composed  of  men  who  believe  thoroughly 
in  the  public  schools  and  who  are  progressive  and  liberal  in  spirit, 
and  yet  conservative  in  measures.  One  of  the  most  important  ad- 
vances made  by  them  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  pupils 
to  the  teacher.  For  several  years,  Hazleton's  average  of  pupils  to 
teacher  was  among  the  highest,  but  that  record  has  been  much  im- 
proved recently. 

Our  new  school  buildings  are  all  modern  in  every  respect  and  are 
well  equipped.  Only  adjustable  desks  have  been  purchased  for  sev- 
eral years  and  the  most  approved  methods  of  heating,  lighting  and 
ventilation  have  been  adopted.  The  salary  list  compares  favorably 
with  that  of  other  interior  cities.  There  is  no  lack  of  books  or  other 
supplies  that  are  necessary  for  the  successful  administration  of  the 
schools. 

There  are  some  features  of  the  complete  school  system  lacking, 
chief  of  which  are  kindergartens,  manual  training  and  a  business 
course  in  connection  with  the  high  school-  I  am  hopeful,  however, 
that  these  will  be  added  as  the  district  becomes  financially  able. 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZEKNE  COUNTY— Joseph  Gabrio. 


I  consider  the  subject  of  night  schools  one  of  great  importance. 
This  year  we  had  12  schools  in  operation.  Average  number  of 
months  taught,  3.  Salaries,  $25.00  per  month.  Total  amount  paid 
for  teachers'  wages,  |900.00.  Contingent  expenses,  |138.81.  Num- 
ber of  male  scholars,  372.  Number  of  female  scholars,  42.  Total, 
414.  Average  evening  attendance  per  school,  19.  Average  percent- 
age of  attendance  78.  Cost  of  each  scholar  per  month  $0.84.  The 
highest  rate  per  pupil  was  at  Harleigh,  being  $1.14,  the  lowest  at 
Seybert  street  which  was  |0.62.  The  rates  in  other  towns  were  as 
follows:  Cranberry,  $0.85,  Jeddo,  $0.84,  Alter  St.,  $0.82,  Stockton, 
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$U.*JO,  llai-wood,  $0.8:1,  Latiuier,  §0.87,  Evcrvale,  §0.9G,  Hazk-tOD  No. 
3,  $0.7i,  Jeausvilie,  §0.1)1,  Diiltou,  ^0.87. 

Five  years  ago,  the  enrollmeut  in  the  high  school  was  only  six- 
teen; the  building  used  for  the  purpose  was  old  and  inadequate  for 
very  eUicicnt  work.  One  room  only  was  available,  and  but  one 
ttacher  employed.  This  year,  the  enrollment  is  seventy-eight,  and 
three  teachers  are  employed.  The  building  has  been  remodeled  very 
materially,  and  two  modern  class  rooms  were  added.  The  board 
of  directors  will  award  a  contract  to  complete  this  building  during 
the  summer,  and  make  it  a  suitable  high  school  building  in  every 
respect. 

The  graduating  exercises  of  our  high  school  were  held  in  Hazle 
Hall.  The  auditorium  was  tastefully  decorated  and  was  tilled  by  an 
appreciative  audience.  The  graduates,  nine  in  number,  were  Car- 
rie Kahler,  Margaret  Sauers,  Jenipher  Burgess,  Ethelreda  Welsh, 
Bridget  Coll,  Charles  McLaughlin,  Bernard  Ferry,  James  Kinney 
and  Thomas  Boner.  Dr.  Alexander  Forbes  of  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.,  was 
the  speaker  of  the  evening.  He  took  for  his  subject  '"Culture  and 
Character."  He  held  the  audience  spellbound  throughout,  and 
dropped  many  valuable  suggestions  lor  thought,  not  only  to  the 
graduates  but  to  every  one  one  present. 

It  will  indeed  be  a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to 
the  friends  of  Hazle  township  school  district  to  know  that  satis- 
factory arraugemeuLs  have  been  concluded  by  which  all  of  the 
deficit  of  the  present  year  has  been  paid  and  the  deficit  for  each  year 
for  the  next  three  years  has  been  provided  for. 

The  taxpayers"  association  which  is  composed  of  the  various  coal 
companies  has  paid  oil"  the  indebtedness  aggregating  $19,000,  and 
has  also  entered  into  a  three  year  written  agreement  with  the  board 
of  directors  to  pay  annually  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Hazle  township 
school  district  $12,000.00  in  excess  of  their  ivgular  annual  tax  for 
school  purposes. 

If  the  children  in  Hazle  township  are  guaranteed  a  nine  months' 
term  for  the  next  three  years,  and  if  the  teachers'  salaries  are  paid 
when  due.  without  goiug  into  debt,  the  relentless  war  which  has 
waged  between  the  officials  of  the  townships  and  certain  taxpayers, 
has  had  a  good  effect  and  successful  conclusion  and  the  directors 
have  good  reasons  to  congratulate  themselves. 

By  the  new  arrangement  or  agreement  the  tivasurer  will  be  able 
to  meet  all  obligations  of  the  board  promptly,  the  regular  levy  will 
in  no  wise  be  interfered  with,  thus  making  it  possible  to  finish  our 
contracts  and  make  all  necessary  repairs. 

It  is  hoped  that  both  parties  to  the  agreement  will  be  true  to  the 
trust  imposed  in  them. 

14—6—1001 
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HOMESTEAD— James  M.  Norris. 


Homestead  has  completed  her  24th  year  in  the  history  of  her  pub- 
lic school  work,  aud  during  that  time  has  had  a  very  remarkable 
growth.  Beginning  with  one  room  it  has  grown  so  we  now  have  a 
capacity  of  accommodating  over  2,200  children — last  year  our  en- 
rollment being  nearly  2,500. 

The  borough  of  Homestead  has  been  greatly  blessed  in  an  educa- 
tional wa}-,  having  advantages  that  are  not  enjoyed  by  many  bor- 
oughs of  similar  size.  Here  is  located  the  Carnegie  library,  which 
brings  to  our  very  doors  all  that  is  best  in  the  way  of  supplementary 
reading,  and  permits  to  keep  the  books  as  long  as  we  can  use  them  to 
advantage.  The  library,  through  its  very  eflficient  librarian  Mr. 
AVilliam  F.  Stevens,  is  made  to  co-operate  very  closely  with  the 
schools,  furnishing  a  wealth  of  information  that  the  children  use  in 
their  daily  school  work.  All  books  of  reference  are  accessible  to  our 
pupils.  In  the  library  building  there  is  a  gymnasium  and  swimming 
pool  practically  free  to  the  children  and  there  are  competent  instruc- 
tors to  train  the  pupils  along  the  line  of  physical  development. 

One  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best  manual  training  school  building 
and  equipment  in  the  country  was  presented  to  the  Homestead 
people  by  Charles  M.  Schwab,  of  whom  I  may  say,  if  I  am  to  believe 
the  men  who  have  worked  with  him,  he  is  not  a  Captain  of  Industry, 
but  a  Commodore. 

During  this  year  Mr.  Schwab  donated  to  this  school  over  $2,.500  in 
the  way  of  pictures,  models  and  statuary,  and  his  interest  in  this 
school  seems  never  to  grow  less.  This  building  and  the  equipment 
cost  about  1250,000. 

Homestead  being  a  great  industrial  center,  the  people  naturally 
take  a  great  interest  in  the  manual  training  work  and  unusually 
good  work  was  done  in  this  department  during  the  year.  Fupils  are 
admitted  to  this  department  from  the  6th,  7th,  8th  and  from  the 
Freshman  and  the  Sophomore  years. 

This  gives  five  years  in  the  manual  training  work.  This  affords 
about  as  much  time  to  jjupils  as  they  need,  especially  in  the  domestic 
sciences. 

Our  course  includes  shop  work  in  carpentry,  machine  work  and 
blacksmithing  and  cooking  and  sewing. 

During  the  year  there  was  organized  a  commercial  department, 
which  includes  a  course  of  two  years.  Last  year  there  were  gradu- 
ated from  our  high  school  sixteen  pupils  of  whom  about  half  have 
entered  other  institutions  of  higher  education. 

During  the  year  we  have  laid  especial  emphasis  on  the  preparation 
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of  niamiscript  woik  and  itaitirular  attention  has  beon  paid  to  the 
quality  of  English  used  in  the  preparation  of  their  papers. 

It  is  with  considerable  pride  that  I  write  that  over  half  of  our 
teachers  are  graduates  either  of  colleges  or  other  institutions  of 
higher  learning. 


HUNTINGDON— E.  R.  Barclav. 


The  Huntingdon  school  district  has  nothing  of  a  special  character 
to  report.  With  an  educational  machinery  fairly  well  selected  and 
in  good  working  order,  we  have  made  constant  progress  and  on  the 
whole  have  done  good  work.  The  aim  in  all  our  public  school  work 
has  been  to  train  boys  and  girls  to  capable  citizenship.  To  attain 
this  we  have  pursued  a  middle  course.  In  other  words  we  have  tried 
to  be  progressive  without  being  theoretical  and  radical  enough  to 
work  injury  upon  the  plastic  minds  of  the  children  under  our  super- 
vision. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  in  reviewing  the  work  done  by  teachers, 
pupils  and  directors  we  find  evidences  of  harmony  and  interest  on 
all  sides  of  us.  and  Huntingdon  has  every  reason  to  feel  encouraged. 
A  marked  improvement  was  made  during  the  year  in  reading,  com- 
position and  general  literary  work.  Careful,  thoughtful,  systematic 
work  was  requested  and  ably  have  the  teachers  responded,  with  per- 
haps an  exception  in  writing.  The  superintendent  examined  the 
ordinary  written  work  of  more  than  six  hundred  pupils  with  the  view 
of  determining  how  closely  the  vertical  system  of  writing  was  being 
followed  in  the  ordinary  e very-day  written  work.  By  actual  calcula- 
tion he  found  that  fifty-five  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  used  a  pro- 
nounced "back-hand;"  about  twelve  per  cent,  used  what  might  be 
termed  an  "individual  system"  and  the  remaining  three  per  cent, 
followed  a  good  vertical  system.  These  papers  were  taken  from  all 
the  different  grades  and  from  the  various  wards,  so  that  the  results 
of  investigation  are  fairly  conclusive. 

The  past  year  was  an  unusual  one  in  attendance.  We  have  had 
almost  every  epidemic  known  to  the  medical  profession.  Several 
of  our  schools  did  not  have  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  regular  enroll- 
ment for  a  month  at  a  time.  Professional  reading  clubs  and  teach- 
ers' meetings  were  the  means  by  which  we  kept  our  teachers  inter- 
ested in  professional  reading  and  discussion. 

On  June  seventh,  we  held  our  twentieth  annual  high  school  com- 
mencement exercises.  Seventeen  girls  and  six  boys  were  given  di- 
plomas.      Robert  E.  Spwr.  of  New  York,  an  alumnus  of  the  high 
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school,  made  the  address.  About  thirtj'  dollars  in  jjrizes  was 
awarded  at  the  commeiicement  exercises  lor  declamation  work  that 
was  done  in  the  high  school  during  the  year.  The  prizes  were  do- 
nated bj  the  local  camp  of  the  P.  O.  S.  A.;  the  C.  H.  Miller  Hard- 
ware Co.;  and  the  J.  C.  Blair  Co.  Pupils  completing  the  grammar 
grade  course  this  year  were  also  given  suitable  diplomas. 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  things  to  the  superintendent  in  the 
years  work  is  the  liberality  with  which  the  board  looked  upon  the 
retention  of  a  teacher  in  a  grade  where  she  was  known  to  be  doing 
good  work,  even  though  she  had  to  be  paid  more  wages  to  satisfy 
her  ambition.  Our  policy  has  been  to  retain  a  good  teacher  in  her 
grade  and  pay  her  the  salary  to  stay.  The  result  is  fewer  teachers 
who  are  out  of  their  element,  caused  by  over-reaching  themselves  in 
an  attempt  to  get  more  wages. 


JEANNETTE— Jno.  W.  Anthony. 


The  present  school  year  was  a  fairly  successful  one.  The  enroll- 
ment was  about  the  same  as  the  previous  year,  the  persentage  of  at- 
tendance being  some  higher  owing  to  the  better  working  of  the 
compulsory  school  lav/.  The  enforcement  of  this  law  is  still  a  diffi- 
cult matter  owing  to  the  great  demand  for  child-labor  in  our  facto- 
ries, and  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  foreign  element  as  to  its 
meaning  and  purpose. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  our  course  of  study  was  enriched  by 
the  addition  of  music.  Its  introduction  met  with  much  opposition 
from  some  of  our  taxpayers,  but  a  successful  trial  has  caused  this 
opposition  to  disappear  and  the  subject  is  now  a  fixed  part  of  the 
course  of  study. 

During  the  year  our  borough  passed  through  a  seige  of  small-pox. 
No  child  was  permitted  to  be  in  school  without  having  been  success- 
fully vaccinated.  Much  opposition  was  encountered  in  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  assembly,  but  no  serious  trouble  was  expe- 
rienced. 

The  high  school  was  presided  over  by  a  university  graduate  who 
enlarged  and  enriched  the  course  of  study  and  kept  up  its  traditional 
efficiency.  One  of  our  public  spirited  citizens.  Dr.  J.  H.  Ringer,  has 
offered  a  prize  of  twenty-five  dollars  in  gold  to  stimulate  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senior  class  in  the  study  of  literature — a  much  neglected 
subject  in  the  x>ublic  schools. 
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JOHNSTOWN— J.  M.  Berkey. 


The  statistics,  data,  and  general  summaries  submitted  in  connec- 
tion with  this  report,  indicate  clearly  a  year  of  substantial  progress 
ill  our  schools.  Our  enrollment  has  increased  from  6,038  to  6,326; 
the  average  attendance  from  4.S21  to  5,152;  the  average  salaries  of 
male  teachers,  from  ?82.99  to  ?89.11  per  month,  and  of  female 
teachers,  from  $58.08  to  |66.31  per  month;  the  whole  number 
of  teachers  employed  from  140  to  1.55. 

While  these  summaries  speak  well  for  the  business  management 
of  the  schools  and  the  steady  growth  of  a  prosperous  city,  the  real 
progress  of  a  school  system  cannot  be  thus  rated.  The  daily  work 
of  the  classroom,  the  faithful  and  conscientious  efforts  of  teachers, 
and  the  quiet,  persistent  work  of  the  pupils  cannot  be  reduced  to 
cold  figures.  In  truth,  the  further  we  get  away  from  routine  or  for- 
mal school  management,  the  less  we  try  to  measure  soul  power  and 
good  work  by  figures  and  percentages,  the  more  fully  do  we  appre- 
hend the  best  things  in  our  school  system.  Successful  teaching,  for 
which  all  school  organization  exists,  necessarily  reveals  itself  when 
measured  by  the  ordinary  tests  of  efficiency  and  worth;  but  apparent 
advancement  or  immediate  and  tangible  results  are  not  always  the 
true  measure  of  educational  growth. 

While,  therefore,  we  point  with  justifiable  pride  to  a  year's  record 
in  attendance  of  pupils,  better  paid  teachers,  and  a  more 
complete  school  organization,  it  is  a  source  of  still  greater 
satisfaction  to  commend  the  professional  spirit  of  the  work- 
ers in  and  for  our  schools.  It  is  love  and  interest,  sympathy  and 
appreciation.  alike«for  the  work  and  the  worker,  which  brings  to  the 
schoolroom  the  glow  of  life  and  leaves  none  of  its  dull  routine  or  aim- 
less pastime.  Nothing  is  hard  that  we  do  willingly;  no  work  is 
drudgery  wlion  the  heart  is  in  it.  Not  what  the  law  requires,  or 
what  the  authorities  expect,  but  what  can  be  done  to  help  the  boys 
and  girls  in  the  outlook,  uplook  and  onlook  of  life.  This  must  ever 
remain  the  guiding  prinii]>le  of  those  who  would  serve  in  the  public 
school  cause,  and  who  would  realize  at  each  step  of  the  way  the  joy 
of  a  genuine  service  and  reap  each  day  the  rich  reward  of  a  labor  of 
love. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  our  school  management  to  allow  the  teacher 
the  largest  possible  opportunity  for  individual  expression  in  work 
and  worth.  Our  course  of  study  is  sufficiently  flexible  to  permit  the 
A\idest  possible  latitude  for  each  to  teach  the  best  from  the  indi- 
vidual view  point.  While  this  may  in  some  cases  lead  to  indifferent 
results,  it  is  the  only  reasonable  basis  upon  which  we  may  hope  to 
build  strong  schools,  and  in  which  the  teachers,  actuated  by  right 
motives,  will  find  and  follow  the  path  to  highest  and  best  endeavor. 
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LANCASTER^K.  K.  Buehrle. 


[N.  B. — The  author's  request  to  have  his  report  printed  as  he  spells, 
is  granted  again,  without  in  any  sense  committing  the  Depart- 
ment to  the  advocacy  of  such  orthography.     See  Webster's  Int. 
pp.  XCVII— CIV  and  The  Standard  Dictionaries.] 
In  a  city  having  century-old  educational  institutions,  conditions 
ar  naturally  stable  and  changes  few.     This  is  just  now  all  the  more 
the  case  here  becaus  in  exiwctation  of  great  changes  which  wil 
probably  attend  the  organization  of  the  new  girls'  high  school,  which 
wil  most  likely  be  redy  for  occupancy  in  the  fall  of  1905,  the  disposi- 
tion is  to  defer  other  changes  also  to  that  time. 

All  our  buildings  ar  fairly  to  be  calld  good  and  the  furniture 
suitabl.  Laudabl  efforts  ar  made  by  the  board  of  school  directors 
to  improve  the  grounds  by  the  planting  of  trees,  shrubbery  and  beds 
of  flowers  and  even  to  decorate  the  walls  with  pictures,  supple- 
mented by  energetic  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  teachers.  The  con- 
trast between  the  past  and  the  present  in  this  respect  is  most  gratify- 
ing, and  if  the  next  twenty-five  years  show  the  same  rate  of  improve- 
ment, the  Lot  of  the  school-boy  wil  then  be  an  enviabl  one  indeed. 
The  crown  of  all  our  school  buildings — the  new  Thaddeus  Stevens 
high  school  for  girls — is  just  now  rising  from  the  ground.  The  cor- 
ner stone  was  laid  May  27th,  on  which  occasion  the  Hon.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  was  the 
orator  of  the  day. 

Our  teachers  ar  almost  all  home-bred.  Twenty-five  years  ago  ther 
was  not  a  graduate  of  a  State  normal  school  in  the  entire  corps,  not- 
withstanding that  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School, 
founded  twenty  years  before  was  only  four  miles  away.  To-day  ther 
ar  thirty-  five,  or  about  twenty-niue  per  cent,  of  the  hole  body  of 
teachers,  normal  school  graduates. 

It  is  especially  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  report  that  a  number 
of  our  teachers  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by 
F.  and  M.  College  and  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School 
to  ad  to  their  scholastic  attainments.  A  number  of  our  teachers 
also  attended  the  cours  for  teachers  at  the  Pennsylvania  Chatauqua, 
at  Mt.  Gretna. 

The  act  requiring  a  knowledg  of  algebra  and  civil  government  in 
order  to  finally  pas  examinations  after  June.  1902,  also  stimulated 
sum  to  study  who,  as  holders  of  professional,  and  hence  renewabl 
certificates,  had  relied  on  continuous  exemtion  from  future  examina- 
tions. 

Professional  needs  would,  however,  in  my  opinion,  hav  been  far 
better  met  had  music  and  drawing  been  required  insted  of  algebra 
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and  civil  guvonimciit.  Botli  of  (.hcsc  possess  far  f^rcater  educational 
valu,  as  is  evidenced  h.y  the  hole  history  of  education  and  civilization 
than  algebra  and  civil  guvernment.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  tea<'her  who  cannot  pas  an  examination  in 
these  primal  educational  exercises  wil  not  be  permitted  to  take 
charge  of  an  American  school,  or  be  supposed  capabl  of  properly  edu- 
cating youth. 

Other  means  of  professional  improvement  wer  the  grade  niQetings 
of  which  ther  wer  regularly  six  every  month,  and  the  annual  city 
teachers'  institute.  In  both  of  these,  subjects  extraneous  to  the 
school  cours  wer  presented  and  discust;  for  it  was  assumed  that  the 
teacher  might  apply  to  himself  or  herself  the  words  of  the  Roman 
poet:  ''Homo  sum,  humani  nihil  a  me  alienum  puto."  Not  the  nar- 
row pedagog  but  the  broad-minded  cultured  man  is  the  ideal  teacher. 

An  additional  agency  of  great  valu  is  the  cours  of  university  exten- 
sion lectures  which  has  been  delivered  continuously,  at  least  one — 
often  two — every  winter  for  probably  fifteen  years,  thus  giving  our 
teachers  university  teaching  of  the  best  kind. 

The  great  subjects  of  study  with  us  ar  the  thre  R's.  Music,  draw- 
ing and  nature  study,  while  not  ignored,  receiv  only  very  subordi- 
nate attention.  In  the  high  schools,  however,  music  is  wel  culti- 
vated, especially  on  the  orchestral  side.  Our  high  school  orchesti-a 
is  the  pride  of  our  citizens  wiio  ar  musically  inclined,  and  the  music, 
both  vocal  and  orchestral,  which  is  produced  at  our  high  school  com- 
mencement is  justly  celebrated.  In  these  schools  ther  ar  four  great 
musical  events — two  arbor  days,  Christmas  and  commencement. 
Ther  is  probably  no  school  in  the  country  which  has  made  more  of  the 
Arbor  Day  since  its  establishment  in  1885  than  has  ours  under  the  in- 
spiration of  Dr.  J.  P.  McCaskey. 


LANSFORD— A.  A.  Killian. 

I  have  nothing  new  or  startling.  We  have  endeavored  as  best  we 
know  how  to  improve  the  condition  of  our  schools.  ]\Iy  first  year  1 
devoted  to  the  study  of  local  conditions  and  gradually  made  such 
changes  as  I  saw  fit. 

Last  year  we  raised  the  course  by  taking  the  common  bran<hcs 
out  of  the  high  school  and  putting  them  into  the  grammar  schools, 
so  that  the  work  now  done  in  these  branches  in  the  high  school  is 
confined  to  review  work,  of  which  we  attempt  pretty  much.  We 
also  added  a  full  year's  work  to  the  high  school  course.  A  high 
school  principal  was  elected,  relieving  tlu^  superintendent  from  a 
part  of  his  duti«'S  in  that  school,  and  giving  more  time  for  super- 
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vision  in  the  grades.  This  year  typewriting  and  shorthand  will  be 
added  to  the  commercial  course.  This  completes  three  courses;  a 
college  preparatory,  a  scientific  and  a  commercial.  Our  high  school 
is  now  placed  upon  the  accredited  list  of  several  colleges  of  good 
standing,  which  have  agreed  to  admit  our  graduates  under  the 
present  course  without  examination. 

A  complete  course  of  study  for  all  the  grades  was  put  into  force 
with  such  modifications  as  necessity  demanded. 

Promotions  were  based  upon  occasional  examinations  by  the  Su- 
perintendent and  the  recommendation  of  the  teachers. 

Teachers'  meetings  and  grade  meetings  were  regularly  held,  in 
which  the  work  consisted  of  discussions,  outlining  work  and  occa- 
sionally having  work  demonstrated  by  class  drills. 

We  had  some  trouble  with  compulsory  vaccination,  but  by  ad- 
hering strictly  to  the  law  we  succeeded  in  having  the  question  set- 
tled, and  now  there  is  not  a  child  enrolled  in  the  schools  that  is  not 
vaccinated.  This  was  brought  about  by  having  each  pupil  present- 
ing a  properly  signed  vaccination  certificate  to  the  superintendent, 
after  which  such  pupil  received  a  certificate  of  admission.  Upon 
presenting  this  certificate  to  the  teacher,  the  teacher  was  permitted 
tc  allow  the  child  to  be  seated  in  the  school  room.  Teachers  were 
not  allowed  to  admit  any  one  without  a  certificate  from  the  superin- 
tendent. 

A  complete  record  of  each  child  was  thus  made  by  the  superintend- 
ent in  a  book  especially  prepared  for  this  purpose.  This  record  is 
also  valuable  in  enforcing  the  attendance  law. 

Being  hampered  with  diphtheria,  chicken-pox,  mumps  and  measles, 
each  of  which  took  about  a  month  to  run  its  course,  our  attendance 
was  not  what  it  might  have  been,  and  consequently  the  results  not 
what  we  had  hoped  them  to  be. 

One  of  the  principal  questions  with  us,  if  not  the  principal  one, 
is  how  to  keep  our  boys  and  girls  at  school  until  they  have  a  fair 
knowledge  of  the  common  branches.  Most  of  the  children  attend 
only  so  long  as  the  law  compels  them.  If  we  can  not  keej)  the  child 
until  it  has  completed  the  course  to  the  end  of  the  grammar  school 
grade,  we  must  give  it  as  much  of  the  essential  as  ])ossible  in  the 
least  possible  time.  This  presents  the  problem  of  elmination  of  non- 
essentials. The  question  arises:  What  are  the  essentials,  and  what 
are  the  non-essentials?  The  problem  is  too  large  to  solve  here  ex- 
cept to  indicate  the  order  of  procedure  by  which  we  have  endeavored 
to  solve  it.  The  first  step  is  to  determine  the  ends  for  which  instruc- 
tion and  training  is  given  in  the  grades;  the  second,  which  studies 
are  best  to  constitute  the  course  of  study  adapted  to  these  ends ;  and 
third,  what  is  the  real  purpose  in  the  teaching  of  any  branch.  With 
these  worked  out  in  the  mind  of  each  teacher,  her  work  will  be  clear 
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and  the  question  is  larj^cly  solved.  There  must  be  a  purpose  on  the 
part  of  every  teachei',  iu  every  day's  work,  in  every  subject.  Fre- 
quent questions  are:  What  do  you  mean  to  accomplish  by  this  les- 
son? What  did  you  attempt  to  accomplish  yesterday?  What  do 
you  attempt  to  accomplish  to-morrow?  How  do  you  mean  to  co- 
ordinate this  with  some  other  work  that  you  are  doing?  Unless  the 
purposes  are  so  clear  that  the  teacher  can  state  them  with  definite- 
ness  and  exactness,  I  fear  she  is  working  at  random  and  there  is 
wasted  energy  on  the  part  of  teacher  and  pupil.  Unless  the  work 
can  be  co-ordinated  even  though  the  teacher  may  have  a  definite  pur-, 
pose  in  to  day's  lesson,  it  may  be  wholly  out  of  place  and  simply  a 
waste  of  time,  and  instead  of  going  in  a  straight  line  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end,  she  is  describing  a  broken  line,  touching  the 
straight  line  only  at  intervals.  This  requires  good  teachers,  and 
none  without  a  clear  conception  of  teaching  has  any  right  in  the 
school  room. 

There  are  many  things  that  are  of  interest  to  us  and  are  in  the 
stage  of  evolution,  but  they  are  not  far  enough  advanced  to  make 
mention  of  them  in  this  report.  W'e  are  confident  that  our  schools 
are  forging  ahead,  and  by  a  continuance  of  faithful  work  on  the 
part  of  teachers  and  pupils,  we  are  confident  that  we  can  show  still 
better  results,  and  that  our  schools  will  be  a  credit  to  the  entire 
teacher  body. 

Note. — A  complete  statistical  report  has  previously  been  sent  to 
you. 


LEBANON— K.  T.  Adams. 

Number  of  school  buildings,   12 

Number  of  school  rooms, 77 

Number  of  teachers  employed, 75 

plumber  of  pupils  enrolled, 2,860 

Average  daily  attendance, 2,251 

Percentage  of  attendance 1)1 

Number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school, 210 

Number  of  graduates  from  the  high  school, 24 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  to  the  high  school 77 

Number  of  cases  of  sickness  reported, -4,875 

Number  of  male  teachers  employed, 7 

Number  of  female  teachers  employed, 68 

Number  of  teachers  examined 7 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates 8 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates 4 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates 42 
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Number  of  teachers  holding  State  certificates, 4 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  normal  certificates, 2 

Number  of  teachers  holding  State  normal  diplomas, 10 

Number  of  teachers  who  are  graduates  of  colleges, 6 

Commendable  progress  has  been  made  in  all  the  departments  of 
our  schools,  although  a  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  last  year 
with  those  of  this  year  would  not  exactly  prove  the  statement. 
During  the  year  we  have  had  a  great  deal  of  sickness  which  has  in- 
terferred  with  our  school  work  to  a  considerable  degree.  It  seems 
that  all  the  diseases  incident  to  childhood  have  visited  us;  and  be- 
sides these,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  and  small-pox.  A  strict  adher- 
ence to  the  rules  of  the  Board  of  Health  kept  a  large  number  of  our 
pupils  out  of  school  who  were  not  actually  sick.  Toward  the  latter 
part  of  the  ^ear  as  many  as  35  families  were  quarantined  at  a  time 
on  account  of  scarlet  fever.  Estimating  that  each  family  would 
have  an  average  of  three  pupils,  there  would  be  a  loss  to  the  school 
of  100  pupils,  and  in  each  case  the  time  was  30  days;  so  that  for  the 
last  four  months,  by  a  conservative  estimate,  I  should  say  that  there 
were  400  pupils  who  lost  a  month  or  more  of  their  time  by  scarlet 
fever  alone. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  quite  rigidly  enforced  during 
the  entire  term.  We  are  finding  it  easier  to  enforce  this  law  as  the 
years  go  by.  Last  year  we  made  about  20  arrests,  and  this  year,  with 
a  better  attendance,  we  made  but  6.  Many  pupils,  who  in  previous 
years  found  excuses  to  staj'  out  of  school  most  of  the  time,  have 
thought  it  wise  this  year  to  be  in  school  most  of  the  time. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year  we  organized  a  special  school,  and 
elected  Mr.  A.  P.  Mark  as  teacher.  The  school  was  very  successful 
in  many  ways,  both  in  regard  to  attendance  and  the  work  accom- 
plished. We  discovered,  however,  that  a  law  which  says  that  the 
school  shall  be  organized  for  a  definite  purpose,  viz.,  for  truants  and 
incorrigibles,  cannot  well  be  used  for  other  purposes  at  the  same 
tjme.  While  it  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  educators  who  speak  at 
conventions  and  educational  meetings  that  we  can  place  in  these 
schools  all  pupils  who  are  weak-minded  and  who  have  physical  de- 
fects that  make  them  unsuitable  for  association  with  other  pupils, 
yet  the  theory  seems  hard  to  put  into  practice;  and  we  found  con- 
siderable difficulty  at  the  beginning.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the 
school  will  move  along  smoothly,  and  I  believe  from  the  experience 
of  this  year  that  it  will  be  a  permanent  institution  with  us,  and  the 
means  of  accomplishing  great  good  for  our  schools. 

Our  teachers  have  done  active,  earnest  and  conscientious  work  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  their  results  have  been  satisfactory.  By  our 
present  elastic  method  of  promoting  and  by  the  good  work  of  our 
teachers,  I  find  that  nearly  all  of  our  pupils  are  enabled  to  pass  from 
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grade  to  grade  with  out  Laving  to  speud  more  than  one  year  in  a 
grade.  Even  with  tlie  large  number  that  were  kept  out  on  account 
of  sicliness,  not  more  than  5  per  cent,  of  tliose  between  the  third 
grade  and  the  high  school  failed  to  be  promoted. 

In  conclusion,  1  beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  its  many  kind  suggestions,  and  to  the  teach- 
ers and  controllers  for  the  warm-hearted  support  in  all  relations 
during  the  year. 


LOCK  HAVEN— Jno.  A.  Robb. 


Our  schools  closed  on  June  Gth,  after  a  nine  months  prosperous 
term.  The  work  of  the  year  has  been  very  satisfactory,  and  we  are 
convinced  that  substantial  progress  has  been  made. 

Our  teachers,  generally,  have  been  earnest  and  industrious,  regu- 
lar in  attendance  at  teachers'  meetings,  and  have  shown  a  commend- 
able and  willing  promptness  to  receive  and  act  upon  all  suggestions 
intended  to  advance  the  interests  of  our  schools. 

It  has  been  my  constant  effort  as  superintendent  of  the  Lock 
Haven  schools  to  discourage  all  proposed  changes  in  methods  and 
management  unless  said  proposed  changes  have  produced  well  de- 
fined benefits  elsewhere,  or  have  impressed  me  with  their  excellence. 
Change  is  not  progress,  and  it  often  happens  that  more  injury  is 
done  by  making  too  frequent  and  too  radical  changes  than  by  moving 
too  slowly  in  the  introduction  of  new  and  better  methods.  Along 
this  careful  line  the  schools  of  Lock  Haven  have  moved  for  many 
years,  and  I  feel  to-day  that  all  the  new  plans,  devices  and  methods 
that  have  proved  to  be  good  have  found  a  permanent  home  in  our 
school  system. 

Teaching  has  been  substituted  for  hearing  recitations,  examina- 
tions instead  of  being  abolished,  have  been  modified  and  changed  so 
as  to  destroy  the  old  system  of  cramming  and  memorizing  to  pass 
them.  In  a  word,  the  object  of  the  old  school  was  to  enable  the 
pupil  to  acquire  facts,  while  the  object  of  the  new  school  is  to  give 
the  pui)il  power  to  acquire  knowledge.  On  these  lines  I  have  been, 
and  am  working. 

Fourteen  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  successfully  completed  the 
course  of  study  and  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  present  school 
year. 

The  annual  commencement  exercises,  held  in  the  Oi>era  House,  be- 
fore a  very  large  and  appreciative  audience,  was  in  every  sense  of  the 
expression,  "  a  complete  success." 

An  efficient  board  of  directors  and  a  zealous  corps  of  teachers 
aided  greatly  in  the  work  of  the  year,  and  our  thanks  and  obliga- 
tions are  due  to  them  for  generous  support  and  assistance. 
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McKEESPOKT— J.  B.  Richey. 


The  members  of  the  board  of  school  controllers  have  done  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  improve  the  schools  by  approving  all  the 
requests  and  also  recommendation  of  the  superintendent  and  co- 
operating with  him  in  every  respect. 

The  public  has  taken  an  unusual  interest  in  the  schools  and  more 
parents  visited  the  schools  during  the  first  year  than  during  any  pre- 
vious years. 

The  New  West  Side  building  was  dedicated  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 
Dr.  Samuel  Hamilton,  Superintendent  of  Allegheny  county  schools, 
made  the  dedicatory  address  and  it  was  a  brilliant  effort.  Addresses 
were  made  by  Prof.  W.  C.  Kuotts,  Principal  of  the  West  Side  Schools, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Zwingler,  School  Controller  for  the  Tenth  ward.  Hero 
Council  No.  G66,  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.  presented  the  board  with  a  fine,  large 
flag  for  the  new  building. 

The  presentation  speech  was  made  by  Charles  A.  Westerman  and 
accepted  by  J.  F.  Calhoun,  Esq.,  School  Controller  for  the  Tenth  ward 
school.  There  was  a  large  number  of  parents  and  friends  of  educa- 
tion present. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  held  during  Thanksgiving  week,  and 
was  the  most  successful  and  interesting  we  have  ever  held.  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  Preston  Search,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Hon.  H.  R.  Pat- 
tengill.  The  different  sessions  wSre  attended  by  many  citizens.  The 
evening  entertainments  were  given  by  Dr.  Preston  W.  Search,  Dr. 
Fess,  Hon.  H.  R.  Pattengill  and  Gen.  Z.  T.  Sweeney.  The  large  audi- 
torium in  the  high  school  building  was  too  small  to  accommodate  the 
people  who  desired  to  hear  these  men  discuss  important  educational 
questions. 

Once  each  month  the  superintendent  met  the  principals  of  the  city 
and  discussed  ''The  Art  of  Study"  by  Dr.  Hinsdale  and  once  each 
month  the  principals  met  the  teachers  in  their  respective  buildings 
and  discussed  the  same  subjects  as  were  discussed  at  the  principals' 
meetings.  In  my  opinion,  great  good  was  accomplished  by  these 
meetings  and  they  will  be  conducted  in  the  same  way  during  the 
coming  year.     Grade  meetings  were  held  as  often  as  once  a  month. 

With  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  board  of  education,  teachers, 
citizens  and  press,  it  is  not  surprising  that  much  good  work  was 
done  and  most  excellent  results  obtained  in  all  departments.  I  wish 
to  thank  all  for  the  help  given  me  in  making  many  changes  in  the 
organization  of  the  schools. 
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MAHANOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


The  school  term  of  nine  months  ended  June  1.  The  work  of  the 
year  was  pleasant  and  harmonious,  pupils,  parents,  teachers,  super- 
intendent and  school  board,  all  having  the  same  object  in  view. 
When  the  schools  opened  last  autumn  we  found  the  fourth  primary 
grade  over-crowded,  and  a  new  school  was  accordingly  opened.  A 
little  later  in  the  term  it  was  also  found  necessary  to  open  a  new 
first  grade  primary  school,  thus  bringing  the  number  of  teachers 
regularly  employed  up  to  fortj-six.  In  looking  over  the  statistics 
for  the  year,  I  find  the  highest  enrollment  for  the  month  of  October, 
when  it  reached  2,331.  The  lowest  was  for  the  month  of  May,  when 
it  reached  2,162.  The  highest  attendance  v\'as  likewise  reported  for 
the  month  of  October,  the  average  being  2,025.  It  was  lowest  for 
the  month  of  May,  when  the  average  was  1,846.  The  prevalence  of 
scarlet  fever  during  the  early  autumn  months  lowered  our  attend- 
ance somewhat. 

It  is  true  the  cases  of  fever  were  not  very  numerous,  yet  as  one 
afflicted  member  in  a  family  had  the  effect  of  keeping  all  of  school 
age  out  of  school,  our  attendance  was  materially  affected  at  this 
period.  The  vaccination  of  hundreds  of  children  owing  to  the  ap- 
pearanc-€  of  small-pox  in  the  borough  about  March  1,  also  affected  our 
attendance  during  that  month.  The  average  daily  attendance  for 
the  term  was  1,1U7,  which,  considering  the  drawbacks  just  mentioned, 
may  be  considered  a  fairly  good  showing.  There  were  no  prosecu- 
tions under  the  compulsory  attendance  law  during  the  term.  But 
the  existence  of  this  law  on  the  statute  books,  and  the  vigilance  of 
the  attendance  officer  employed  in  pursuance  of  it,  had  the  effect  of 
making  the  attendance  better  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been. 

With  the  exception  that  the  preliminary  steps  were  taken  for  the 
introduction  of  vocal  music  into  our  schools,  no  innovation  was  at- 
tempted. A  strong  plea  for  its  complete  introduction  into  all  the 
grades  of  our  schools  will  be  made,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that 
this  subject  will  hereafter  receive  the  attention  it  merits. 

A  matter  of  more  than  mere  local  concern  is  the  degree  of  interest 
manifested  in  education  by  the  non-English  speaking  people,  or 
"foreigners,"  as  they  are  usually  designated,  of  our  town.  It  is  said 
that  more  than  a  score  of  non-Anglo-Saxon  nationalities  are  repre- 
sented in  the  anthracite  coal  region.  Since  Mahanoy  city  is  a 
typical  mining  communily.  it  is  probable  that  we  have  representa- 
tives of  most  of  these  here.  The  vast  majority  of  the  foreigners 
amongst  us  are  Slavs,  and  the  degree  of  interest  they  take  in  edu- 
cation is  therefore  a  matter  of  vital  conccni.  As  they  form  about 
33  per  cent,  of  our  population,  the  children  of  Slavic  parentage  ought, 
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if  fully  represented  in  the  schools,  to  furnish  about  one-third  of  the 
enrollment.  An  attt'iupt  was  made  several  mouths  since  to  estimate 
as  accurately  as  possible,  the  number  of  Slavic  children  actually  on 
the  rolls.  The  result  of  the  investigation  showed  that  they  furnish- 
ed 32  per  cent,  of  the  enrollment  of  the  primary  grades,  but  only  8 
per  cent,  of  the  grammar  and  high  school.  Of  the  entire  enrollment 
they  furnished  26  per  cent.  These  figures  indicate  that  there  is  a 
commendable  interest  in  primary,  but  that  there  is  thus  far  a  lack  of 
such  interest  in  secondary  education.  It  should,  however,  be  added 
that  most  of  these  children  when  they  enter  school,  can  not  speak 
or  understand  a  word  of  English,  and  that  this  circumstance  retards 
their  progress.  Otherwise  we  should  find  their  number  somewhat 
smaller  in  the  primary  grades  and  larger  in  the  grades  above. 

At  the  close  of  our  promotion  exercises  held  May  27,  eighty-two 
pupils  received  certificates  of  promotion  to  the  high  school.  The 
commencement  exercises  were  held  June  1,  when  twenty-three  young 
people,  ten  boys,  and  thirteen  girls  were  awarded  diplomas. 

Thus  another  year  has  closed  with  gratifying  results.  The  teach- 
ers worked  earnestly,  conscientiously,  and  on  the  whole  intelligently. 
The  seed  has  been  sown.  Some  has  doubtless  fallen  by  the  wayside, 
and  will  be  trodden  down  and  devoured.  Some  has  perhaps  fallen 
upon  a  rock,  and  will  wither  away  for  the  lack  of  moisture.  Some 
may  have  fallen  among  thorns,  and  will  bring  no  fruit  to  perfection. 
But  let  us  hope  that  by  far  the  greatest  part  has  fallen  upon  soil  of 
honest  and  good  hearts,  and  that  it  will  spring  up  and  bear  fruit  a 
hundred  fold. 


MAHAXOY  TOWNSHIP,  SCHULYKILL  COUNTY— Daniel  F. 

Guinan. 


The  opening  of  the  term  showed  an  increased  number  of  pupils  in 
several  primary  schools.  In  three  primaries  where  the  attendance 
numbered  between  62  and  76,  the  board  elected  an  extra  primary 
teacher,  increasing  the  number  of  our  teachers  from  35  to  3S. 

Two  teachers  in  a  crowded  room  do  not  permit  sufficient  order  to 
get  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

With  the  exception  of  the  schools  for  which  the  three  extra 
teachers  were  elected,  all  our  teachers  have  separate  school  rooms. 
The  work  done  in  the  primary  schools  for  the  term  was  exceptionally 
good. 

The  superintendent  recommended  to  the  teachers  at  the  close  of 
the  preceding  term,  and  discussed  at  the  first  teachers'  meeting  of 
the  present  term,  the  importance  of  having  uniformity  in  both  the 
matter  and  methods  of  teaching  primary  schools.     Each  primary 
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room  (15  in  number)  was  furnished  with  a  number  chart,  employing 
the  Grube  method  of  teaching  number. 

And  also  an  "aid"  in  teaching  the  word  and  sentence  method  of 
primary  reading. 

As  a  result  all  our  first  year  pupils  in  the  various  schools  of  the  dis- 
trict are  taught  the  same  work  and  by  the  same  methods. 

The  same  uniformity  prevails  in  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
year  pupils. 

Pupils  are  taught  to  read  and  write  script  from  the  first  day  in 
school. 

During  the  last  month  of  the  term  I  collected  the  work  from  all 
the  primary  schools,  showing  the  progress  each  teacher  had  made 
in  teaching  writing,  numbers  and  spelling.  These  papers  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  directors  at  a  regular  meeting,  with  the  hope  of  en- 
couraging the  best  results  in  school  work. 

It  was  g  atifying  to  the  teachers  to  inspect  and  compare  the  work 
of  all  the  schools  in  our  district  at  the  last  monthly  meeting  of 
teachers.  It  was  an  instructive  experience,  as  some  schools  sug- 
gested valuable  hints  and  illustrations  in  teaching. 

The  results  of  a  primary  teacher  depend  more  upon  earnestness 
than  scholarship,  and  in  my  first  annual  report  to  the  school  board 
cne  year  ago,  I  suggested  the  advisability  and  importance  of  giving 
first  consideration,  not  to  the  interest  of  the  applicant,  but  to  the 
1.500  school  children,  in  the  election  of  teachers,  and  that  where  a 
teacher  has  been  in  earnest,  attentive  and  produced  satisfactory 
results,  he  or  she  should  feel  no  uncertainty  of  re-appointment. 

In  the  following  report  (copy  enclosed),  and  in  this  report,  I  again 
repeat  that  in  order  to  elevate  the  standard  of  teaching,  the  work 
a  teacher  does  in  the  school  room,  not  the  work  a  teacher's  friends 
do  at  the  polls,  should  be  the  principal  factor  in  the  selection  of 
teachers.  Our  schools  should  produce  as  good  results  as  any.  Our 
teachers  do  not  average  more  pupils  than  elsewhere.  Our  school 
children  are  equally  as  bright,  and  it  remains  with  the  board  to  en- 
courage the  best  work  in  the  school  by  re-electing  the  attentive,  the 
earnest,  the  successful  teacher.  The  education  of  the  l.oOO  school 
children  of  the  township  and  probably  their  future  may  be  shaped 
by  the  teacher  you  place  in  the  school  room.  The  responsibility  is  a 
noble  one.     The  duty  is  yours — members  of  the  school  board. 

Our  grammar  schools  had  more  boys  on  roll  over  the  age  of  12 
years  than  formerly.  This  is  one  of  the  effects  of  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly forbidding  boys  under  the  age  of  1.3  to  work  about  the  mines. 

Quite  a  number  of  boys  were  obliged  to  leave  the  coal  breaker  and 
to  go  school.  Those  boys  make  progressive  pupils.  It  does  a  school 
boy  good  to  have  to  work  in  the  breaker.     Such  work  is  a  great  edu- 
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cational  factor.  It  gives  a  boy  a  timely  idea  of  what  is  before  him, 
unless  he  is  able  to  fit  himself  by  education  for  something  higher 
than  ordinary  labor.  They  are  urged  to  study  at  home  by  parents, 
and  are  more  anxious  to  be  schooled  than  boys  who  do  no  work. 

The  law  would  be  still  better  if  it  increased  the  age  limit  one 
more  year,  but  permitted  any  boy  to  work  from  May  to  September, 
that  is  if  the  law  were  operative  only  in  the  fall  and  winter  months, 
as  a  means  to  provide  for  the  health,  care  and  education  of  children. 

In  the  competitive  examination  for  entrance  to  the  high  school  for 
next  term  there  was  an  increased  number  of  boys  of  ages  13, 14,  15. 

With  rare  exception  all  the  boys  admitted  to  the  high  school  at- 
tend three  years  and  finish  the  course.  Henceforth  we  expect  to  in- 
crease'the  proportion  between  boys  and  girls  in  the  high  school. 

One-third  of  the  number  on  roll  for  the  next  term  are  boys. 

Of  a  class  of  2.5  graduating  this  year  6  are  boys. 

During  the  term  book-keeping  was  added  to  the  course  of  study  in 
the  high  school.  Vocal  music  by  special  instructor  was  continued 
from  the  preceding  term  and  the  result  is  gratifying. 

New  school  desks  were  placed  in  the  primary  at  Morea,  at  Wigans 
and  one  row  of  desks  added  to  the  high  school  to  seat  the  increased 
number  of  pupils.  A  historical  chart  and  tellurian  were  placed  in 
the  same  school. 

The  change  of  method  in  primary  teaching  made  it  necessary  to  in- 
crease the  blackboard  surface  for  eleven  of  the  primary  teachers. 
On  Arbor  Day,  trees,  flowers,  shrubs  and  lawn  grass  were  planted  in 
the  yard  fronting  the  high  school,  and  at  this  writing  the  yard  takes 
on  the  appearance  of  a  garden  surrounding  the  most  picturesque 
school  building  in  the  region. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  on  the  evening  of  June  8, 
and  on  the  following  evening  the  alumni  consisting  of  67,  held  a  re- 
union and  banquet.  It  was  the  first  commencement  held  outside 
of  the  township  limits.  The  pressure  for  admittance  at  the  previous 
commencements  by  parents  of  school  children  far  exceeded  the  di- 
mensions of  the  school  building,  and  it  is  with  great  interest  that 
the  audience  witnessed  the  exercises  in  the  Kaier  Opera  House  of 
Mahanoy  City.  It  is  with  much  pleasiu'e  to  state  that  these  gradu- 
ating exercises  have  a  stimulating  effect  upon  parents  in  urging 
their  children  to  school  with  the  hope  that  they  will  be  numbered 
among  the  graduates  of  our  township.  And  I  have  observed  that  the 
"A"  class  in  each  grammar  school  attends  more  regularly  and  each 
pupil  puts  forth  greater  effort  during  the  term  with  the  expectation 
of  qualifying  at  the  annual  competitiA^e  examination  for  entrance  to 
the  high  school. 

These  commencements  are  a  matter   of  no   little  pride  to   the 
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teachers,  directors  and  school  districts,  an  lionor  to  the  towiisliip 
aud  a  credi'  to  the  parents  who  have  sent  the  diiklren  to  scliool. 

With  the  same  feeling  of  pride  and  pleasure  I  enclose  copy  of  the 
Daily  Record  on  the  proj^ressiveness  of  onr  schools,  which  I  would 
be  pleased  to  have  added  as  part  of  my  report  to  the  Department. 


MEADVILLE— U.  (\.  Smith. 


The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  slightly  larger,  with  an  average 
and  percentage  of  attendance  about  the  same  as  for  the  preceding 
year.  With  the  exception  of  an  interruption  in  our  second  sub- 
district,  caused  by  the  high  water,  there  was  no  serious  break  in  the 
term's  work. 

The  new  course  of  study  which  was  added  to  the  high  school  curri 
culum  has  proven  satisfactory  and  it  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
opportunities  offered  in  that  department  of  our  work.  No  import- 
ant changes  were  made  in  the  work  of  the  grades  below  the  high 
school.  Gradual  changes  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  so  as 
to  keep  the  work  in  matter  and  method  abreast  with  the  times,  and 
t(.'  increase  its  efficiency.  While  no  radical  changes  have  been  made 
at  any  time,  the  w^ork  has  been  materially  changed  since  the  last  pub- 
lication of  the  course  of  study.  The  board  has  ordered  the  course  to 
be  reprinted  and  a  copy  of  the  revised  form  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
printer  to  be  ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  school  term. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  a  break  in  our  teaching  force  in  April, 
by  the  sudden  death  of  Miss  Christine  Hannah  who  had  taught  for 
twenty-eight  consecutive  years  in  the  same  grade  in  our  schools,  and 
for  thirty-five  years  in  all.  Miss  Hannah  was  enthusiastic  and  suc- 
cessful in  her  work  to  the  end.  She  was  about  to  leave  her  home 
to  enter  upon  the  day's  duties  when  the  summons  came  suddenly  for 
her.  She  literally  ''died  in  the  harness,"  loved  by  all  h<r  pupils  and 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Since  my  last  report,  the  borough  of  Vallonia  has  become  a  pait  of 
the  city  of  Meadville.  This  addition  to  the  city  has  increased  our 
population  about  eight  hundred,  and  the  enrollment  of  the  schools 
will  be  increased  about  one  hundriHl  twenty.  Tt  adds  a  good  brick 
school  building  to  the  school  proi)erty  of  the  city,  and  three  teach- 
ers to  the  teaching  force.  The  schools  will  be  conducted  during  tin* 
ensuing  year  with  a  view  to  make  the  work  in  them  correspond  with 
that  of  the  other  schools  of  the  city. 

15—6—1904 
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MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  Wickey. 


Our  scliools  opened  September  1st  with  l,0iJ5  pupils  enrolled, 
which  number  increased  during  the  year  to  1,294.  Of  this  number 
6^  per  cent,  were  in  the  high  school,  22^  per  cent,  in  the  grammar 
grades  and  71  per  cent,  in  the  primary  grades. 

The  attendance  was  not  disturbed  particularly  until  the  month  of 
February,  when  conditions  were  such  that  many  children  could  not 
attend  on  account  of  insufficient  clothing.  Many  poor  families  were 
relieved  by  the  Ladies'  Relief  Committee,  which  was  specially  or- 
ganized for  this  purpose.  February  9th  we  asked  the  pupils  to 
donate  at  least  one  potato  each  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  The  col- 
lection amounted  to  10  bushels  of  potatoes,  groceries  and  a  great 
deal  of  clothing — which  were  turned  over  to  the  Relief  Committee 
for  distribution.  In  the  month  of  March  our  town  suffered  from 
the  ice  flood  and  our  attendance  received  another  severe  blow,  from 
which  we  scarcely  recovered.  Six  schools  were  closed  for  about  ten 
days  and  upon  re-opening  scarcely  sufficient  pupils  responded  to 
make  two  good  schools. 

There  is  a  good  educational  sentiment  existing  in  our  town. 
About  98  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  completing  the  grade  work  enter 
the  high  school  and  of  this  number  from  30  to  53  per  cent,  graduate, 
and  of  those  graduating  about  45  per  cent,  take  additional  work  in 
academies,  normal  schools  and  colleges.  The  four  years'  course  of 
the  high  school  will  be  in  full  x)peration  next  year,  and  those  com- 
pleting the  course  will  have  a  good  foundation  for  entering  life, 
and  those  desiring  to  go  to  college  can  be  admitted  to  the  Freshman 
class. 

We  employ  26  teachers,  having  an  average  experience  of  13^  years. 
They  have  been  doing  very  careful  and  efficient  work,  in  testimony  of 
which  the  school  board  re-elected  for  another  year  all  who  were 
applicants. 

Washington's  birthday  exercises  were  held  in  all  of  our  schools, 
to  which  the  patrons  were  invited.  Many  were  the  cheering  words 
of  encouragement  which  the  pupils  received  from  the  visitors. 

The  local  institute  was  one  of  the  best  we  have  ever  conducted. 
Dr.  Buehrle,  Rev.  Beahm  and  Prof.  Shenk  contributed  much  to  the. 
success  of  the  institute  by  their  elegant  addresses.  Mr,  A.  S. 
Quickel,  one  of  our  grammar  school  teachers,  who  has  spent  40  years 
in  public  school  work  and  who  is  apparently  good  for  40  years  more, 
was  honored  with  a  unanimous  election  as  chairman  of  the  local 
institute  district  for  next  year. 

Twenty-nine  pupils  were  publicly  promoted  from  the  grammar 
grade  to  the  high  school,  and  13  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  finished 
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the  high  school  course.  The  commencement  address  was  made  by 
Ur,  G.  L.  Omwake,  of  Ursinus  College.  The  president  of  the  school 
board,  Dr.  J.  W.  Revvalt,  presented  the  diplomas  in  a  very  stirring 
address. 

The  greatest  need  of  our  school  district  is  a  new  building  which 
will  contain  10  or  12  rooms.  The  Ross  building,  which  was  for- 
merly a  dwelling  house,  is  unfitted  for  school  purposes,  and  is  a 
menace  to  both  the  educational  and  physical  life  of  many  of  our 
pupils.  We  have  been  crowding  about  175  pupils  into  four  rooms 
which  were  intended  for  ordinary  living  rooms.  The  sentiment  in 
favor  of  a  suitable  building  is  gradually  growing  and  we  are  in  hopes 
that  it  will  soon  be  a  reality. 

Our  thanks  are  due  all  who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  success 
of  the  schools. 


MILTON— A.  Reist  Rutt. 


June  3,  1904,  marked  the  close  of  a  very  successful  year  in  the 
schools  of  Milton.  By  the  removal,  at  the  election  of  teachers,  of 
several  teachers  who  had  passed  the  point  of  usefulness,  the  board 
performed  an  unpleasant  duty,  but  one  that  paved  the  way  for  more 
eflScient  work  during  the  year.  Of  the  twenty-seven  teachers,  eight 
had  college  training,  ten  normal  school  training,  and  nine  were 
graduates  of  the  local  high  school. 

Two  teachers'  meetings  were  held  every  month.  Dr.  Schaeffer's 
''Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think,"  and  Dr.  Seeley's  "School  Manage- 
ment," were  studied  at  these  meetings. 

The  board  made  a  number  of  needed  repairs,  and  they  placed 
twenty-nine  new  desks  in  the  high  school. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  on  the  evening  of  June  3. 
Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaefifer  made  the  address.  A  class  of  four  young 
gentlemen  and  eight  young  ladies  were  graduated. 


MOUNT  CARMEI^Samuel  H.  Dean. 


Each  year  brings  its  ups  and  downs,  some  advances  and  some  new 
insurmountable  difticulties. 

Much  eyesight  trouble  has  led  to  the  discarding  of  all  rules  lines 
except  the  base  line.  Poor  si)elling  comes  more  or  less  in  conneition 
with  defective  vision.  How  to  overcome  the  causes  of  this  defect  is 
a  very  important  matter.  Specialists  tell  teachers  that  the  eye  of  a 
young  ehild  is  not  mature,  and  that  looking  closely  at  small  objects 
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for  a  long  time  ttnds  to  aggi'evate  troubles  in  the  eye  that  might 
never  have  developed  enough  to  cause  serious  trouble.  This  explains 
why  the  savages  have  such  good  sight,  and  why  country  children 
have  less  trouble  than  the  town  i>eople.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
the  children  who  write  only  on  the  blackboard  in  large  characters 
during  the  first  two  years  of  their  school  life  will  have  better  sight 
than  those  who  learn  early  to  write  those  beautiful  copies  that  make 
the  unthoughtful  parent's  heart  proud  of  his  child's  accomplishment. 

Much  effort  to  carry  out  the  law  of  compulsory  education  brings  to 
light  many  difficult  problems.  Some  parents  seem  to  hate  their  off- 
spring and  are  glad  when  the  children  can  be  made  to  earn  their 
living.  Some  parents  are  too  lazy  to  properly  support  their  chil- 
dren and  the  children  are  correspondingly  shiftless.  Excuses  are 
made  with  the  greatest  facility.  Nothing  api>eals  to  them  except 
force.  A  certain  truant  officer  was  trying  to  have  a  parent  attend  to 
the  absence  of  his  child  and  was  told  that  he  did  not  care  if  the  officer 
arrested  the  child.  When  the  officer  told  the  parent  that  he  would 
not  arrest  the  child  but  the  parent,  then  he  was  vigorously  assured 
that  the  child  would  be  made  to  go  to  school. 

Some  parents  are  struggling  against  great  odds  and  need  every 
penny  that  can  be  earned  or  saved.  The  price  of  food  is  high  and 
appetites  hearty,  wages  poor  and  often  cut  short  by  sickness  and  ac- 
cidents. Life  is  a  fearful  struggle  with  many  parents.  They  do  not 
wish  to  live  on  charity,  and  thus  children  are  being  brought  up  igno- 
rant. Some  teachers  have  less  truancy  because  of  their  personality. 
How  the  children  do  love  to  go  to  school  to  some  teachers,  and  how 
their  parents  will  make  the  effort  to  have  the  children  in  their  places 
every  day  because  the  teacher  is  a  lady  and  because  that  teacher  is 
helping  the  children  to  learn  and  accomplish  something.  To  some 
pupils  the  school  room  is  the  dearest  place  en  earth.  Their  teacher 
is  a  teacher.  The  room  is  not  a  prison  but  a  quiet  place  for  hard, 
earnest  work.  Drill  is  here  given  that  leads  the  child  to  know  he  is 
getting  bigger  and  stronger.  His  captain  is  ever  helping  him  to 
new  victories  over  both  difficulties  and  temptations.  Such  a 
teacher  does  not  depend  on  the  truant  officer  except  in  rare  cases. 

Our  school  board  consists  of  three  members  from  each  ward. 
Would  it  be  a  rash  prediction  to  say  that  the  time  will  come  when  in 
a  town  of  this  size  in  Pennsylvania,  three  business  men,  of  good 
scholarly  capacity,  regardless  of  creed  or  politics,  will  be  elected  to 
do  the  work  of  the  present  larger  board?  Then  the  fitness  of  the 
teacher  to  teach  will  be  irrespective  of  whether  she  is  a  resident  of 
the  town,  of  where  she  was  educated,  of  relationship  of  the  directors, 
whether  she  be  married  or  not,  old  or  young,  big  or  little.  The  ques- 
tion will  be  just  the  same  as  is  asked  of  a  minister,  lawyer,  or  a  doc- 
tor, i.  e.     What  kind  of  work  can  you  do? 
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It  is  an  advanlaj'Xi  for  boards  to  have  on  their  teaching  force  those 
coming  from  dilferent  normal  schools,  colleges,  from  different  towns 
and  communities,  to  infuse  new  blood  and  ideas. 

The  question  of  home  reading  matter  is  a  vital  one.  The  effect 
of  newspapers,  where  such  a  large  per  cent,  of  the  news  is  concern- 
ing crime  and  evil,  that  it  tends  to  produce  evil,  is  not  good.  The 
cheap  story  books  in  Sunday  school  libraries,  the  novels  in  the  pub- 
lic libraries,  the  miserable  stuff  that  is  so  largely  read  in  the  excel- 
lent T.  Inn,  in  the  dime  novels,  and  in  the  Police  Gazette  style  of 
papers,  must  be  considered.  It  is  not  more  true  that  ''Ye  cannot  serve 
God  and  mammon,"  than  that  ye  cannot  read  light  vicious  literature 
and  enjoy  solid  wholesome  reading.  What  can  be  done?  Into  each 
school  room  can  be  put  a  small  library  of  fifty  volumes  suitable  for 
the  grade.  Carnegies  all  over  the  country  might  well  turn  their 
attention  to  this  practical  way  of  reaching  the  people,  helping  them 
to  form  a  taste  for  good  reading.  People  could  get  good  books  if 
they  would.  But  when  you  cannot  get  people  to  go  to  the  mountain, 
the  mountain  must  be  brought  to  them.  A  book  of  stories  of  Eng- 
lish history  was  left  in  a  school  room  for  a  week.  At  the  end  of  the 
week  the  pupils  begged  the  teacher  to  keep  it  longer.  So  eager  were 
the  pupils  that  the  teacher  disobeyed  orders  and  kept  it  until  all 
had  read  it.  No  school  room  exists  that  will  not  devour  such  books 
as  Charles  Coffin's  Boys  of  '7G.  As  the  pupils  take  the  books  home, 
all  in  the  home  become  lovers  of  the  best  literature.  This  educating 
of  the  masses  is  not  done  in  a  day,  it  is  triie,  but  in  time  there  will 
be  results.  Gradually  trashy  reading  will  be  crowded  out.  Thus 
we  crowd  out  weeds  in  the  garden. 

During  the  past  year  much  has  been  said  of  the  importance  of 
the  three  R's.  "  It  is  certainly  a  foolish  thing  to  try  to  teach  every- 
thing and  teach  nothing  w^ell.  A  person  might  just  as  well  expect 
to  sustain  life  b}^  eating  everything  and  digesting  nothing.  But  on 
the  other  hand  there  is  danger  that  the  common  people  will  think 
that  leading  educators  believe  nothing  should  bo  taught  except  the 
three  R's,  Heading,  Writing  and  Arithmetic. 

They  will  not  see  that  some  studies  are  helps  to  those  three  impor- 
tant branches.  Writing  is  a  training  of  the  eye,  hand  and  arm.  So  is 
drawing.  All  the  work  done  in  drawing  helps  writing,  for  that  is 
but  drawing  letters  and  words.  Drawing,  howov«n',  has  the  addi- 
tional advantage  of  cultivating  the  taste  and  teaching  to  observe 
the  beautiful  in  life.  Drawing  is  just  a.s  nuuli  a  bread  ami  but  tor 
subject  as  writing.  In  less  than  ten  years  thousands  will  see  it  as 
clearly  as  Peter  Cooper,  who  toiling  up  the  Iiill  from  poverty  to 
wealth  gave  Cooper  Institute  to  New  York,  or  Piad  who  gavf  Pratt 
Institute  to  lirooklyn  or  Drcxel  who  gave  Drcxcl'  Institute  to 
Philadelphia,  or  Carnegie  and  the  hosts  of  other  practical  business 
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men  have  seen  it.  There  is  a  dwarfing  effect  in  confining  all  the 
mathematical  education  up  to  18  years  of  age  to  arithmetic  alone. 
Kot  only  will  the  student  know  more  arithmetic  if  algebra  and 
geometry  have  been  studied,  but  he  will  be  better  fitted  to  earn  a 
good  living.  Reading  is  not  pronouncing  words.  Primarily  it  is 
getting  ideas  from  the  printed  page.  But  how  can  an  idea  be  gotten 
from  the  page  if  the  words  and  sentences  refer  to  something  that 
has  never  been  known.  A  person  with  no  musical  education  gets 
very  little  from  listening  to  fine  music.  He  brings  too  little  to  it. 
The  little  child  gets  a  small  amount  from  a  rich  sermon.  He  brings 
too  little  to  it.  It  is  the  culture,  experience  and  knowledge  that  one 
brings  to  a  subject  that  makes  it  possible  to  get  much  out  of  it.  So 
a  child  that  has  never  studied  geography  gets  very  little  out  of  the 
newspaper  or  from  history.  His  foundation  is  too  narrow  and  weak 
for  the  building  desired.  More  arithmetic,  more  writing,  and  more 
reading  will  be  accomplished  if  other  studies  are  taken  up.  The 
desire  among  educators  is  not  to  crowd  out  all  except  the  three  R's, 
but  to  check  the  unscientific  and  ignorant  manner  in  which  they  are 
taught.  No  one  objects  to  geography  being  taught  even  if  a  normal 
school  graduate  did  point  to  a  hole  in  the  plaster  to  illustrate  an 
island. 

It  would  be  better  to  let  rocks  alone  if  such  things  as  the  hard- 
ness of  quartz  is  studied  only  to  know  that  the  windows  of  the 
school  may  be  ruined  by  testing  them  with  a  crystal,  when  they 
should  be  led  to  see  how  useful  this  abundant  mineral  is  with  its 
wearing  quality,  to  give  durability  to  the  everlasting  hills.  Tech- 
nical nomenclature  and  scientific  classification  are  not  the  desired 
end  of  plant  study.  The.  children  should  consider  the  lilies  of  the 
field  to  see  how  they  grow  and  how  they  transform  the  rocks  and 
earth  into  useful  food  and  into  forms  of  beauty. 

Can  children  not  learn  a  lesson  of  good  citizenship,  of  unselfish 
lives  as  they  study  the  parts  of  the  plant.  The  roots  are  down  in 
the  ground  out  of  sight,  working  for  the  rest  of  the  plant,  gathering 
food  and  sending  it  up,  the  stem  pass  it  along,  the  leaves  digest  the 
food  and  return  it  to  the  other  parts  of  the  plant.  The  whole  plant 
is  working  to  give  good  strong  specialized  buds  called  seeds  to  in 
time  bring  forth  new  plants. 

Children  have  been  led  to  see  that  two  plants  side  by  side  may 
differ  widely  and  yet  take  nourishment  from  the  same  soil.  It  was 
what  the  seed  brought  to  the  soil  that  enabled  the  tall  majestic  oak 
tree  to  grow  in  the  same  soil  with  the  squash.  So  children  in  the 
same  room  may  be  stimulated  to  be  the  oak  trees.  Nature's  table 
is  loaded  with  lessons  for  the  citizen  and  the  christian.  Nature  is 
a  wonderful  teacher.  Possibly  that  might  explain  why  the  country 
children  surpass  the  city  children.     They  spend  much  time  in  the 


No.  6.  NANTICOKE.  231 

outdoor  school.     Let  not  the  seicntifif  faiiner  be  more  careful  of  a 
rotation  of  crops  and  how  to  get  results  than  the  school  educators. 


NANTICOKE— John  W.  Griffith. 


Advancement,  development,  progress,  have  been  our  watchwords 
during  the  year.  How  well  we  have  succeeded  in  translating  these 
watchwords  into  action  it  is  not  for  us  to  say.  But  one  thing  is 
certain,  beuelits  must  accrue  to  anyone  who  strives  toward  an  ideal 
even  though  he  fail  to  attain  it.  He  who  builds  ''castles  in  the  air'' 
has  a  better  chance  to  become  the  owner  of  a  real  castle  than  the 
one  who  lacks  sufficient  self-activity  to  exercise  his  imagination.  It 
is  Joseph  the  "dreamer"  that  becomes  the  prime  minister  of  Egypt, 
while  his  matter-of-fact  brethren,  perforce,  must  be  satisfied  with 
tilling  the  soil  and  feeding  the  flock. 

We  endeavored  to  make  the  monthly  institutes  helpful  and  inspir- 
ing. Praise  is  due  our  teachers  for  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  which 
they  displayed  in  performing  the  tasks  assigned  them.  They  proved 
by  word  and  deed  their  belief  in  the  saying:  "In  educational  mat- 
ters as  in  every  other,  it  must  not  be  each  for  himself,  but  each  for 
the  interest  of  every  other  concerned."  It  was  our  aim  to  inculcate 
in  the  minds  of  our  teachers  noble  conceptions  of  educating  children 
— to  fill  them  with  higher  motives;  to  make  them  more  anxious  for 
their  own  improvement. 

In  an  heterogeneous  community  like  ours  the  task  of  the  teacher 
is  an  exceedingly  difficult  one.  It  is  difficult  enough  to  teach  classes 
of  from  forty  to  sixty  when  the  children  are  homogeneous;  but  when 
children  born  under  different  nationalities  and  coming  from  homes 
holding  different  views  of  life  throng  our  schools,  teaching  becomes 
one  of  the  most  difficult  of  arts.  To  provide  for  the  individual  capa- 
cities and  the  needs  of  the  great  variety  of  pupils  under  these  con- 
ditions is  impossible.  Our  teachers  have  been  doing  their  best,  how- 
ever, to  meet  these  requirements,  and  have  been  receptive  to  the 
truth  that  the  fundamental  element  in  education  is  an  intimate 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  of  the  child  to  be  taught.  No 
teacher  has  a  proper  knowledge  of  a  child  if  he  does  not  know  the 
parents  and  the  environments  of  that  child.  Character  is  of  para- 
mount imi)ortauce  in  education;  and  so  much  does  the  character  of 
the  child  depend  upon  the  home  influence  alike  from  inheritance  and 
development  that  we  have  no  right  to  pass  judgment  upon  its  acts 
except  as  interpreted  and  modified  by  a  knowledge  of  its  home  life. 
While  we  do  not  wish  to  Im^  classed  among  the  followers  of  Locke 
and  Spenser,  who  attach  undue  weight  to  the  objective  world,  or  the 
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mediaeval  theologians  who  make  everything  of  inherited  tendencies 
and  conclude  that  it  is  useless  to  try  to  educate  a  child  into  right 
habits  and  proper  manners  when  it  has  the  sins  of  counless  genera- 
tions coursing  through  its  veins,  nevertheless  we  do  believe  that 
national  tradition,  the  unconscious  pressure  of  law  and  custom,  the 
solicitations  of  external  nature,  the  family  life,  and  all  the  local 
circumstances  peculiar  to  the  surroundings  of  each  are  factors  both 
vast  and  subtle.  As  rational  educationalists  we  must  recognize  that 
our  best  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  pupil  depend  largely  upon  the 
kind  of  the  outside  influences  that  surround  him — especially  so  the 
family  influences.  The  home  must  be  studicl  if  we  are  to  discharge 
our  responsibilities  intelligently.  Our  teachers,  on  the  whole,  have 
been  alive  to  these  facts.  The  visits  to  parents  have  been  produc- 
tive of  much  good.  They  have  brought  the  school  and  the  home 
nearer  to  each  other,  and  have  changed  many  a  carping  critic  into 
a  loyal  supporter. 

I  cannot  commend  too  highly  both  the  community  at  large  and 
the  directors  for  their  readiness  to  do  everything  within  their  power 
to  advance  our  schools.  They  understand  that  lavishness  in  the 
expenditure  of  school  funds  oftentimes  is  real  economy,  and  scrimpi- 
ness  extravagance.  Their  views  are  certainly  correct,  if  the  ulti- 
mate object  of  public  economy  is  to  increase  the  common  weal;  for 
the  common  weal  has  its  roots  in  the  intelligence  and  morality  of 
the  population — qualities  which  are  inculcated  and  disseminated  in 
the  public  schools. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  directors  to  put  the  stamp  of  their  disap- 
proval upon  any  attempt  to  substitute  inexperienced  teachers  for 
competent  ones.  The  very  best  thing  the  directors  can  do  for  the 
community  is  to  get  teachers  of  "natural  gifts,"  training  and  expe- 
rience into  the  schools  and' keep  them  there.  And  in  this  connec- 
tion it  is  well  to  remember  that  there  are  considerations  besides 
money  which  appeal  to  the  teacher.  Security,  independence,  and  a 
prospect  of  promotion  for  merit  must  be  offered  if  the  community 
is  to  secure  the  best  teachers.  Worriment  about  her  retention  for 
the  coming  year  has  destroyed  the  effectiveness  of  many  a  good 
teacher.  The  more  refined  the  person,  the  more  chagrined  will  she 
be  at  the  conditions  which  make  her  subject  to  the  caprice  of  an  in- 
dividual, or  of  a  small  number  of  individuals.  In  our  State  the 
teacher's  position  is  a  precarious  one,  and  consequently  the  office 
does  not  have  the  consideration  and  the  dignity  which  are  associated 
with  it  in  continental  countries.  If  the  brightest  men  and  women 
are  to  be  retained  in  the  profession,  legislation  must  be  had  making 
their  position  more  stable  and  secure.  Until  the  State  takes  the 
matter  in  hand,  the  directors  should  make  it  understood  that  their 
influence  and  votes  will  always  be  given  to  actual  incumbents  as 
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long  as  they  give  efficient  service  in  the  class  room.  Common  sense 
and  justice  demand  this.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  experience  has 
taught  our  directors  that  stable  tenure  and  i-easonable  compensa- 
tion are  essential  to  the  best  service,  and  that  they  have  been  true 
to  their  convictions  by  re-electing  one  year  after  another  the  teach- 
ers whose  work  was  satisfactory. 

The  citizens  at  large  have  manifested  their  interest  in  the  public 
schools  by  granting  |40,000  to  build  a  new  high  school,  and  this  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  they  were  already  taxed  twenty-six  mills 
on  the  dollar.  The  new  building  will  be  one  of  the  handsomest  in 
this  section  of  the  State.  The  structure  will  be  of  brick,  three 
stories  high,  and  trimmed  with  red  sandstone  and  terra  cotta.  The 
twelve  main  rooms  will  be  finished  in  southern  pine,  furnished  with 
electric  clocks,  and  connected  to  the  superintendent's  office  by 
phones.  The  building  will  have  installed  in  it  the  "Mott  System" 
01  heating  and  ventilating. 


NEW  BRIGHTON— J.  W.  F.  Wilkinson. 


There  are  no  innovations  or  events  of  unusual  interest  to  report 
in  connection  with  the  year's  work,  yet  we  can  say  that  we  have  had 
a  successful  year  and  that  the  schools  have  made  commendable  pro- 
gress. The  course  of  study  has  reraaiued  practically  without 
change.  The  stress  of  effort  has  been  placed  on  the  substantial  part 
of  the  course  and  thoroughness  has  been  insisted  upon  in  what  may 
be  called  the  common  branches. 

In  our  promotions  we  have  insisted  on  thoroughness  all  along  the 
line.  In  this  way  the  standard  of  work  has  been  increased.  Pupils 
were  not  allowed  to  advance  a  grade  simply  because  they  happened 
to  be  in  a  certain  class. 

The  grammar  grades  of  our  schools  are  becoming  crowded.  This 
is  a  commendable  sign  for  the  community  and  the  State.  We  have 
done  what  we  could  to  discourage  pupils  from  dropping  out  of  school 
so  soon  to  go  to  work.  The  demand  is  being  made  in  all  lines  of  work 
for  trained  men  and  women,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  school  men,  who 
are  more  familiar  with  the  conditions  of  business,  to  use  their  in- 
fluence to  keep  our  boys  in  school  a  few  years  longer  and  not  allow 
them  to  drop  out  simply  because  they  can  make  a  few  dollars  im- 
mediately. 

Our  teachers'  meetings  were  a  source  of  much  help  during  the 
year.  We  have  held  a  large  number  of  grade  meetings  at  which  the 
course  of  study  and  methods  of  teaching  in  the  different  grades  were 
discussed.     We  held  a  regular  monthly  institute  of  all  the  teachers. 
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History  of  education  was  studied  throughout  the  year  and  various 
phases  of  method  of  teaching  were  taken  up  by  papers  and  discus- 
sion at  different  meetings.  The  teachers  were  much  interested  and 
their  schoh\stic  and  pedagogical  views  were  considerably  broadened 
by  the  year's  study. 

The  w^ork  in  music  has  shown  marked  progress.  We  have  had 
music  in  the  schools  two  years  and  we  have  a  very  good  foundation 
laid  in  the  first  six  grades.  The  teachers  and  pupils  have  taken 
hold  of  the  work  with  enthusiasm.  Twenty  minutes  a  day  have  been 
given  to  the  work  in  music  and  we  believe  the  other  work  has  not 
suffered  in  the  least.  Another  year  the  music  course  should  be  ex- 
tended on  up  through  the  remaining  grades. 

The  pupils  of  each  grade  have  committed  to  memory  during  the 
year  from  five  to  nine  standard  poems,  adapted  to  the  mental  devel- 
opment of  the  pupil,  in  addition  to  a  large  number  of  good  quota- 
tions. In  this  way  the  pupils  are  brought  in  touch  with  the  best  of 
the  great  and  good  in  literature.  In  the  high  school  the  aim  has 
been  to  cover  completely  the  college  requirements  in  English.  It  is 
a  testimony  to  the  inspiration  our  students  have  received  to  say 
that  a  large  proportion  of  our  class  will  continue  their  study  in  col- 
lege. 

Miss  Sarah  B.  Houston,  our  efficient  high  school  principal,  resigned 
during  the  year  on  account  of  her  health  and  her  place  has  been 
filled  by  the  election  of  Mr.  0.  F.  Downes. 

The  library  has  been  well  used  during  the  year.  The  teachers 
have  done  much  to  direct  the  reading  habits  of  their  pupils,  as  well 
as  to  establish  habits  of  reading  standard  works.  Several  good 
books  have  been  added  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  the  aim  of  the  schools  during  the 
year  has  been  to  do  thorough  work,  and  in  this  we  have  been  fairly 
successful. 


NEW  CASTLE— J.  W.  Canon. 


Conscious  of  many  defects  in  the  workings  of  our  school  system, 
we  yet  believe  that  in  efficiency  it  compares  favorably  with  any  of 
the  departments  of  the  State,  or  municipal  governments.  In  char- 
acter and  devotion  to  duty  the  teachers  take  high  rank  among  the 
public  servants  of  the  State. 

Our  high  school  is  growing  in  numbers,  and  in  influence  in  the 
community.  It  is  the  goal  that  is  kept  before  every  child  who  enters 
the  public  school.  The  graduating  class  of  the  year  just  closed  was 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school.  Forty-two  young  ladies  and 
gentlemen  finished  the    four  vears'  classical    and    Latin-scientific 
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courses,  and  twelve,  the  two  years'  coimnerr'lal  course.  The  school 
is  well  manned  by  a  competent  and  faithful  corps  of  teachers,  but 
suffers  seriously  from  the  inadequacy  of  its  buildinp:  and  equipment. 
While  by  nature  the  women  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  teaching 
of  the  primary  and  intermediate  grades,  we  believe  our  schools 
would  be  improved  by  the  employment  of  more  trained  men  for  the 
teaching  of  the  grammar  grades.  The  average  woman  is  not  inter- 
ested in  the  political  and  econimic  sides  of.  historical  study,  and  does 
not  interest  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  study  of  civil  government. 

A  new  schedule  of  salaries  has  been  adopted  for  the  coming  year. 
It  regulates  the  salaries  of  all  teachers  except  principals,  assistant 
principals,  special  teachers,  and  teachers  of  the  high  school.  It  is 
not  ideal,  but  is  a  part  of  our  history.  By  its  terms  the  minimum 
salary  is  fixed  at  thirty-five  dollars  per  month,  and  the  maximum  at 
fifty-four  dollars  per  month.  The  holder  of  a  provisional  certificate 
is  to  receive  thirty-five  dollars  per  month.  Those  holding  the  first 
normal  school  diploma  thirty-nine  dollars,  the  professional  certifi- 
cate forty  dollars,  the  second  normal  school  diploma  forty-one  dol- 
lars, but  after  three  years'  experience  forty-four  dollars,  and  the 
permanent  certificate  forty-four  dollars.  To  the  monthly  salary  of 
the  holder  of  any  of  the  above  certificates  one  dollar  is  added  for 
each  year's  experience  for  ten  years.  One  dollar  is  also  added  to 
the  monthly  salary  of  graduates  of  the  New  Castli'  High  School. 
College  graduates  without  experience  in  teaching  are  ranked  with 
the  holders  of  professional  certificates.  Life  certificates  from  other 
states  when  legalized  in  Pennsylvania  shall  entitle  the  holder  to  the 
same  salary  as  the  permanent  certificate  of  this  State. 

Special  teachers,  or  supervisors,  are  employed  for  the  subjects  of 
penmanship,  drawing  and  vocal  music.  We  believe  the  specialist  is 
still  needed  for  the  music  and  drawing,  but  we  fail  to  see  any  more 
necessity  for  his  services  in  the  teaching  of  penmanship  than  for 
reading,  geography,  or  any  other  branch.  The  expert  penman  is  not 
necessarily  an  expert  teacher  of  penmanship.  Nor  is  the  good 
teacher  of  writing  necessarily  a  fine  writer.  Let  every  teacher  bo  an 
especially  good  one,  but  not  so  many  specialists  that  they  tread  upon 
each  other's  heels  as  they  make  the  rounds  of  the  schools. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— H.  U.  Nyhart. 


Our  schools  closed  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  June,  after  a  success- 
ful term  of  ten  months.  The  usual  ]>ienic  was  given  by  the  teachers. 
This  was  enjoyed  by  the  pupils  and  many  of  their  parents. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  held  at  Wanamie  on  Friday  even- 
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ing  June  ITlb.  Tlie  class  which  was  the  largest  aud  probably  the 
strongest  in  the  history  of  our  high  school  was  composed  of  eleven 
young  ladies  and  eleven  young  men.  Four  members  of  this  class 
will  teach  in  the  schools  of  the  districts  while  a  number  of  the  others 
will  continue  their  work  in  higher  schools. 

The  increase  in  the  attendance  was  larger  than  ordinary.  One 
hundred  and  thirty-six  new  seats  were  placed  in  the  different  rooms 
of  the  district.  On  account  of  the  steady  increase  in  attendance  the 
school  directors  decided  to  provide  more  room  for  the  coming  year. 
A  contract  was  given  for  a  four-room  addition  at  Wanamie  and  a 
four-room  addition  at  Glenlyon.  These  buildings  will  contain  all 
the  modern  conveniences. 

An  attendance  officer  gave  his  whole  time  to  the  work  during  the 
year.  While  the  attendance  was  not  what  we  wished  it  to  be,  there 
was  a  decided  improvement  in  the  attendance  of  those  pupils  who 
have  been  careless  and  indifferent  during  previous  years.  The  prev- 
alence of  measles  interfered  considerably  with  the  attendance  during 
the  early  part  of  the  term. 

Vocal  music  and  drawing  continue  to  receive  attention  under  the 
care  of  a  special  teacher  for  each.  Under  the  direction  of  the  su- 
pervisor of  drawing  an  exhibit  was  prepared  for  the  St.  Louis  Ex- 
position. The  work  in  vocal  music  is  very  carefully  done  in  all  the 
grades.  The  singing  at  the  commencement  exercises  gave  good 
evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  the  work. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  each  month  of  the  school  year. 
Educational  foundations  was  used  in  the  meetings. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pupils  were  enrolled  in  eight  even- 
ing schools.  In  some  of  these  schools  there  was  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  the  attendance,  especially  in  the  last  month. 

During  the  past  year  the  school  directors  have  sustained  their 
reputation  for  being  vigilant  and  judicious  in  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  schools.  They  have  endeavored  to  do  the  very  best  for  teach- 
ers and  pupils. 


NORRISTOWN— Jos.  K.  Gotwals. 


While  the  year  just  closed  does  not  show  many  changes  to  that  of 
previous  years,  yet  it  is  known  that  there  is  a  steady  onward  move- 
ment in  our  line  of  work. 

It  has  been  noticed  that  the  largest  enrollment  and  attendance 
occurs  from  October  1st  to  January  1st.  This  is  the  case  in  our 
schools.  Whether  or  not  this  is  the  condition  of  affairs  in  other 
localities  I  do  not  know.  It  seems  that  after  some  children  are 
sent  to  school  for  three  or  four  months  parents  come  to  the  conclu- 


No.  6.  NORRISTOWN.  237 

sion  that  they  are  old  enough  to  go  to  work.  Others  again  may  be 
kept  away  ou  accouiit  of  the  changes  in  the  weather. 

That  the  miuinium  of  school  age  should  uot  be  less  than  fourteen 
years  is  evident  from  the  number  of  children  that  go  to  work  at 
the  age  of  thirteen.  Sixteen  years  would  still  be  better  as  this 
would  give,  at  least,  an  opportunity  for  two  years  of  high  school 
work. 

The  following  statement  may  prove  interesting  to  the  public  in  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  pupils  in  different  grades  during  the  last  live 
months  of  the  term: 

1st  year, 412  Average  age, 6.7  years. 

2d  year, 319  Average  age, 7.6  years. 

3d  year, 402  Average  age, 8.9  years. 

4th  year, 31U  Average  age, 9.7  years. 

5th  year, 302  Average  age, 11 . 1  years. 

Gth  year, 272  Average  age, 11.6  years. 

7th  year, 224  Average  age, 12 . 5  years. 

8th  year, 169  Average  age. 13.3  years. 

High  school, 390  Average  age, 16 .     years. 

The  average  age  at  which  our  pupils  were  admitted  to  the  high 
school  at  close  of  term  was  about  thirteen  and  one-half  years.  Five 
between  twelve  and  thirteen,  thirty-five  between  thirteen  and  four- 
teen; fourteen  between  fourteen  and  fifteen;  four  at  fifteen,  and  one 
at  seventeen.  These  figures  go  to  show  that  most  of  our  pupils  enter 
the  high  school  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  fourteen  years 
seems  young  enough  for  the  great  majority  of  children  to  take  up  the 
work  of  a  properly  graded  high  school.  It  may  be  seen  from  the 
above  that  our  system  of  grading  does  not  keep  back  the  bright  child 
prepared  to  go  ahead.  A  child  entering  our  first  year  at  the  age  of 
six  will  complete  the  course  below  the  high  school  in  eight  years. 
Some  children  enter  the  second  year  at  the  age  of  six,  others  again 
can  do  the  work  of  a  year  in  less  time;  all  of  these  complete  the 
course  in  a  shorter  time  and  will  graduate  from  our  high  school  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  instead  of  eighteen.  We  are  trying  to  give 
special  attention  to  the  fundamental  branches  of  our  system  of  edu- 
cation. This  is  evident  to  any  one  who  will  examine  the  work  done 
in  our  schools.  The  supplementary  work  used  has  a  bearing  upon 
the  subjects  required. 

Our  schools  have  been  rather  free  from  outside  hindrances  during 
the  year.  A  little  moi-e  assistance  ou  the  part  of  parents  is  neces- 
sary to  insui-e  the  progress  of  their  children. 

The  work  of  the  attendance  oflleer  shows  (lie  necessity  of  looking 
after  children  who  are  expected  to  attend  school  regularly,  and  those 
who  would  not  attend  at  all  unless  compelled  to  do  so.  The  report 
he  presented  at  the  close  of  the  term  is  a  proof  that  he  was  not  idle 
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during  the  year.  The  officer  is  a  great  relief  to  the  teacher  from 
the  fact  that  any  doubt  existing  in  the  mind  of  the  teacher  in  regard 
tc  the  abs^^nce  of  the  pupil  can  be  settled  by  sending  the  officer  to 
look  up  the  case.  In  some  cases  it  might  be  better  for  the  teacher  to 
consult  thL  persons  interested  in  the  child,  and  thus  interest  the 
parent  in  her  work  for  the  child.  A  few  moments  of  conversation 
with  the  parent  in  the  proper  spirit  has  often  proved  a  marvelous 
help  to  11  concerned.  The  progress  of  pupils  is  always  perceptible 
where  parents  take  the  proper  interest  in  the  school  duties. 

The  pub'ic  library  conducted  as  it  has  been  the  past  jear  meets  a 
want  of  our  schools  in  many  ways.  The  board  has  shown  its  wisdom 
in  selecting  trained  persons  for  that  position.  They  have  proved 
and  are  proving  themselves  of  great  aid  to  the  pupils  of  the  high 
school  as  well  as  the  citizens  interested  in  the  library.  To  do  this 
work  pr  perly  requires  a  person  well  versed  in  literature.  The  li- 
brarian is  prepared  to  give  assistance  to  any  one  who  wishes  to  fol- 
low a  special  ine  of  reading. 

The  appointment  of  a  secretary  in  the  superintendent's  depart- 
ment is  truly  a  forward  step.  She  proved  herself  not  only  a  great 
help  to  the  superintendent  but  also  to  the  principal  of  the  high 
school  and  his  assistants.  Her  work  has  been  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory. 

Our  attention  has  lately  been  called  to  the  training  of  our  pupils 
in  morals  and  manners.  We  do  not  feel  as  though  this  part  of  our 
work  has  been  neglected.  Yet  a  still  greater  stress  might  be  laid 
upon  it. 

There  has  been  added  to  our  high  school  faculty  another  teacher 
who  will  be;  expected  to  give  instructions  in  physical  culture  in  the 
high  school,  and  also  to  systematize  the  same  in  the  grades  below 
the  high  school.  We  have  now  a  special  teacher  for  each  of  the 
following  branches;  music,  drawing,  manual  training  and  sewing. 
To  complete  our  commercial  department  we  need  the  introduction  of 
type-writing  and  stenography;  and  in  the  domestic  science  course 
there  is  need  of  a  cooking  department. 

Our  institutes  wei-e  held  regularly  as  in  previous  years.  Several 
grade  meetings  were  also  held  during  the  year  at  which  topics  re- 
lating to  school  work  were  discussed.  It  is  well  known  that  through 
these  meetings  the  work  of  the  teachers  can  be  unified  to  a  good  ad- 
vantage. 

The  encouragement  received  from  time  to  time  to  further  every- 
thing suggested  for  the  improvement  of  ou"  school,  is  a  source  of 
great  comfort  and  at  the  same  time  adds  a  feeling  of  responsibility 
in  presenting  that  which  will  be  the  best  for  those  over 
whom  we  are  placed  and  who  look  to  us  for  guidance.  That  the 
work  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  a  great  work  we  all  feel,  and  the 
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desire  of  all  is  to  do  that  which  will  bring  the  best  results  to  all  for 
whom  the  work  is  intended. 

I  desire  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  State  Department  for  aid 
and  encouragement  received  from  time  to  time  in  my  work. 


OIL  CITY— C.  A.  Babcock. 


The  past  year,  like  many  preceding  ones,  has  been  a  year  ol  pro- 
gress in  our  schools.  Four  years  ago,  by  the  completion  of  the  new 
building,  our  high  school  was  fittingly  housed,  and  four  rooms  set 
free  for  the  use  of  the  graded  schools.  During  the  next  two  years, 
however,  it  was  found  necessary  to  open  two  additional  rooms  for 
the  grades.  This  was  done  by  the  erection  of  the  beautiful  brick 
building  in  the  Third  ward,  replacing  the  old  two-room  wooden 
house.  This  year  after  another  two-year  interval,  we  find  that  we 
need  more  ^oom.  This  need  is  now  being  cared  for  by  the  erection  of 
a  neat,  moder    brick  house  in  the  upper  Third  ward. 

At  the  completion  of  the  high  school,  we  added  two  teachers  to 
the  force  then  at  work;  since  then  we  have  added  three  more,  making 
eleven  engaged  exclusively  in  high  school  work.  Our  enrollment 
for  the  year  for  the  high  school  was  357.  With  the  possession  of 
room  we  had  power  to  extend  the  high  school  courses.  Formerly 
with  the  school  crowded  into  few  rooms  we  had  not  the  ability  to 
add  another  teacher,  or  even  another  recitation  to  the  course.  We 
have  been  able  to  so  extend  the  course  that  we  now  have  four  years 
in  Latin;  two  and  one-half  years  in  Greek;  two  and  one-half  years 
in  German;  two  jears  in  French;  a  year  with  laboratory  practice  in 
chemistry,  and  also  in  physics;  a  half  year  in  physical  geography, 
botany,  physiolog}-,  astronomy  with  telescope,  geology  and  zoology. 
The  course  in  mathematics  has  been  extended  to  include  higher  al- 
gebra, plane  and  solid  geometry,  and  trigonometry.  The  English 
work  includes  college  preparatory,  and  work  in  English  composition, 
twice  a  week  throughout  the  four  years. 

During  the  year  we  added  about  four  hundred  dollars  worth  of 
books  to  our  working  library,  and  about  six  hundr«.*d  dollars  worth 
of  apparatus  to  our  laboratories.  Our  library  is  used  principally 
for  reference.  Books  are  given  to  students  upon  request  of  teachers 
for  some  special  work.  Poetry,  essays,  novds  are  used  as  books 
of  reference  as  well  as  histories  and  encyclopedias.  All  of  the 
weekly  essays  and  recitations  of  the  students  are  related  to  the 
regular  work  of  the  different  classes.  Wc  follow  the  same  plan 
whei-e  possible,  in  the  graded  schools.  The  weekly  recitations  and 
declamations,  which  we  have  from  the  sixth  grade  to  the  high  school 
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are  made  to  illustrate  or  to  extend  some  part  of  the  regular  class 
work  in  the  various  subjects.  This  practice  has  been  found  to  add 
greatly  to  the  children's  interest  and  therefore  to  their  power. 

Our  laboratories  of  chemistry  and  physics  are  now  sufficiently 
equipped  to  accommodate  48  students  at  once.  We  have  over  one 
hundred  students  at  work  in  each  of  these  subjects. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  a  generous  friend  of  education,  Mrs. 
Anna  Chambers  Morck,  offered  to  equip  at  her  expense  the  follow- 
ing departments:  A  manual  training  department,  a  department  of 
domestic  art,  a  department  of  domestic  science,  and  kindergartens 
as  soon  as  the  school  authorities  can  get  ready  for  them.  Her  splen- 
did offer  was  accepted  by  the  board  and  arrangements  are  making 
to  open  the  departments  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year.  We 
have  secured  three  teachers  of  experience,  graduates  of  Pratt  In- 
stitute, and  Teacher's  College,  and  are  feeling  happy  at  the  outlook. 

When  the  new  high  school  was  planned  these  departments  were 
anticipated  and  rooms  were  provided  for  them.  At  that  time,  how- 
ever, there  seemed  no  immediate  prospect  of  obtaining  them. 

Mrs.  Morck's  act  is  a  worthy  example.  Who  can  forecast  the  good 
that  will  results  from  it  throughout  the  years? 

We  still  observe  our  annual  Bird  Day.  Its  enthusiasm  is  great 
as  its  good  is  apparent.  The  hour  and  a  half  spent  in  its  celebration 
and  the  occasional  five  minute  conferences  at  the  opening  of  school 
in  the  spring,  to  give  results  of  observations  are  well  repaid. 


OLYPHANT— M.  W.  Cummings. 


In  submitting  this,  my  first  annual  report  as  superintendent  of 
public  schools  of  the  borough  of  Olyphant,  I  have  no  radical  changes 
t(*  enumerate.  The  public  schools  of  this  borough  have  been  under 
ray  charge  as  supervising  principal  for  fifteen  years,  and  this  long 
experience  coupled  with  the  excellent  work  accomplished  here  as  in 
other  districts  by  county  superintendent  Taylor,  made  the  transition 
from  principal  to  superintendent  comparatively  easy.  It  also 
enabled  the  district  to  assume  its  relations  without  experiencing  any 
of  those  educational  upheavals  which  so  often  follow  a  change  in 
executive  authority  in  school  management. 

The  object  of  the  board  of  directors  in  electing  a  borough  super- 
intendent was  to  provide  for  closer  supervision  of  school  work  than 
was  possible  under  the  former  system.  During  the  past  term  this 
object  has  been  but  partially  attained,  inasmuch  as  I  was  compelled 
to  act  in  the  double  capacity  of  superintendent  and  principal  of  thO 
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higii  school.  For  the  ensuing  term,  however,  the  board  has  em- 
ployed a  principal  in  the  person  of  Thomas  F.  Uanahue,  a  graduate 
of  Maustield  State  ^s'ormal  School.  He  is  a  young  man  of  excellent 
character  and  is  thoroughly  equipped  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  this 
important  position.  This  will  enable  me  to  give  my  entire  time  to 
supervision  with  the  expectation  that  better  work  may  be  accom- 
plished. 

The  number  of  pupils  between  the  age  of  six  and  sixteen  years 
attending  the  public  schools  is  1,025.  The  number  attending  the 
parochial  schools  is  2Uo;  making  a  total  of  1,320.  The  number  of 
children  between  the  age  of  six  and  sixteen  in  the  district  according 
to  the  assessors'  lists  is  1,365.  This  leaves  10  children  between  six 
and  sixteen  who  are  not  attending  any  school.  Considering  our 
population,  this  number  is  comparatively  small,  but  we  are  not  yet 
satisfied  with  results  and  the  crusade  against  non-attendants  will  be 
continued  until  every  child  of  the  required  age  is  attending  school. 

Ten  years  ago,  on  my  recommendation  as  supervising  principal, 
the  board  provided  for  a  course  in  vocal  music,  and  employed  a  com- 
petent instructor  in  the  person  of  the  late  Prof.  T,  W.  Watkins  to 
have  charge  of  the  same.  The  result  of  this  instruction  has  been 
most  gratifying,  the  pupils  in  all  grades  showing  a  deep  interest  in 
the  subject.  On  the  death  of  Prof.  Watkins,  which  occurred  last 
spring,  the  board  decided,  in  the  interest  of  economy,  not  to  employ 
a  specialist  in  music  for  the  ensuing  term.  This  action  is  regretted 
by  many  patrons  of  the  schools,  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  it  will 
be  only  temporary. 

But  one  examination  of  teachers  was  held  during  the  year.  Four- 
teen applicants  for  provisional  certificate,  all  of  whom  had  previous 
experience  in  teaching,  were  examined.    All  were  successful. 

During  the  year  I  prepared  monthly  examinations,  or  as  they  may 
be  more  properly  termed,  written  reviews,  for  all  grades  above  the 
fifth.  Much  interest  was  shown  in  these  reviews,  and  as  a  result 
teachers  and  pupils  manifested  increased  interest  in  their  work. 
At  the  close  of  the  term  fifteen  pupils  received  the  common  school 
diploma  and  eight  completed  the  first  year  of  the  high  school  coursv. 

During  the  winter  six  night  schools  were  opened  in  this  district 
for  the  benefit  of  boys  and  girls  who  were  obliged  to  leave  school 
before  finishing  the  more  essential  of  the  common  branches.  No 
limit  as  to  age  was  enforced,  and  as  a  result  many  young  men  avail- 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  adding  to  their  education.  The 
night  schools  were  kept  open  for  a  period  of  five  months,  and  while 
they  are  still  far  from  doing  the  work  of  the  day  schools.  I  feel  that 
they  are  a  necessary  adjunct  to  our  educational  system. 

Our  school   library,  supported  hert'lofore  almost  entirely  by  the 
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proceeds  of  entertainments  given  by  the  pupils,  contains  about  four 
hundred  books,  adapted  chietiy  to  the  use  of  children  of  school  age. 
In  making  the  tax  levy  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  board  levied  one 
mill  for  the  maintenance  of  a  public  library  in  accordance  with  the 
act  of  June  28,  1895.  This  levy,  if  continued,  will  give  an  annual 
fund  of  over  five  hundred  dollars  which  with  other  resources  from 
entertainments,  etc.,  will  be  suflicient  to  maintain  a  library  of  con- 
siderable proportions. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  have  to  announce  the  invasion  of  our 
ranks  by  the  "grim  reaper"  during  the  year.  On  May  10th  Prof. 
Thomas  W.  Watkins,  for  ten  years  musical  director  in  our  public 
schools,  was  called  to  his  final  reward.  Prof.  Watkins  was  a  man  of 
character  and  refinement,  and  possessed  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
music,  the  teaching  of  which  was  to  him  a  labor  of  love.  His  work 
in  our  schools  was  most  successful,  and  was  frequently  alluded  to 
by  Supt.  Taylor  in  advocating  the  teaching  of  vocal  music  in  other 
districts.  In  his  death  the  State  has  lost  an  upright  citizen;  re- 
ligion and  society  an  able  and  willing  assistant,  and  education  a 
faithful  instructor. 

T^venty-eight  teachers,  including  those  of  the  day  schools,  night 
schools,  as  well  as  substitutes,  attended  the  count}'  institute,  which 
was  held  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Building  at 
Scranton  during  the  last  week  in  October.  The  work  of  the  insti- 
tute was  of  a  high  order,  and  the  provisions  made  for  the  physical 
comfort  of  the  teachers  was  excellent.  Considered  from  either  an 
intellectual  or  social  standpoint,  I  consider  it  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful educational  gatherings  ever  held  in  Lackawanna  county. 


PHOENIXVILLE— H.  F.  Leister, 


During  the  past  year  beginners,  in  reading  were  taught  more  ra- 
tionally and  more  rapidly  in  consequence  of  the  introduction  of  the 
"New  Educational  Reader."  A  spelling  book  was  considered  help- 
ful in  the  third  year  grade,  and  was  accordingly  adopted.  The  same 
attendance  otficer  as  last  term,  was  wisely  continued  in  service  to 
look  up  the  causes  of  irregular  attendance.  It  is  worthy  of  report 
that  by  patiently  and  repeatedly  visiting  the  homes  of  delinquents, 
we  succeeded  in  having  truancy  reduced  to  a  minimum,  without  in- 
stituting legal  proceedings  against  any  of  those  who  do  not  seem  to 
have  a  just  conception  of  their  duties  to  their  children  and  to  the 
schools.  We  had  only  one  boy  who  was  a  confirmed  and  incorrigible 
truant,  whom  neither  parents  nor  school  authorities  could  keep  at 
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school.  By  the  consent  of  the  parents  he  was  sent  to  the  Protec- 
tory near  thip  place,  where  he  will  be  taught  a  trade  and  otherwise 
educate^}. 

Our  teachers'  meetings  were  well  attended  and  conducted  about 
in  the  same  manner  as  heretofore  reported.  A  number  of  teachers 
formed  themselves  into  a  class  and  received  weekly  instructions  in 
vocal  and  physical  culture  from  Miss  M.  Leahy,  from  "the  Ludlam 
School  of  Oratory  and  Dramatic  Art,"  Philadelphia.  The  enthu- 
siasm, exhilaration  and  other  benefits  resulting  therefrom,  were 
plainly  noticeable  in  the  school  room.  Commendable  progress  is 
shown  in  the  fact  that  at  the  close  of  the  last  term  more  pupils  were 
promoted,  without  conditions,  than  at  any  previous  time. 

The  Committee  on  Teachers  and  Schools  deserve  much  credit  and 
commendation  for  their  periodical  visitations.  In  February  we  had 
a  very  successful  local  institute.  The  instructors  were  county  su- 
perintendent G.  W.  Moore,  Dr.  O.  M.  Philips,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh, 
Dr.  G.  L.  Omwake,  Dr.  G.  W.  Gooding,  Professor  Jerry  March  and 
Miss  Amanda  Landis. 

Fridaj',  March  25th,  was  celebrated  in  our  schools  with  appro- 
priate exercises  at  Stevens'  Memorial  Day.  Upwards  of  |20.00  were 
contributed  to  the  Stevens'  Memorial  Fund.  J,  O.  K.  Robarts,  edi- 
tor of  "The  Messenger,"  read  an  excellent  paper  on  the  life  and  ser- 
vices of  Stevens.  Arbor  Day  was  observed  in  all  the  schools  by 
appropriate  exercises.  A  very  instructive  address  on  "The  Destruc- 
tion of  Forest  and  Insectivorous  Birds"  was  delivered  by  I.  C.  Wil- 
liams, Esq.,  of  the  State  Department  of  Forestry. 

On  the  afternoon  of  January  29,  the  schools  were  adjourned  and 
the  teachers  by  invitation  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Women's  Club 
to  hear  a  most  interesting  and  profitable  address  by  Dr.  X.  C. 
Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  As  heretofore  on 
Memorial  Day  patriotic  addresses  were  delivered  in  the  High  School 
by  men  appointed  by  the  G.  A.  R. — Patriotic  readings,  recitations 
and  music  added  to  the  prominence  of  the  occasion. 

The  schools  were  hindered  somewhat  in  their  proper  work  by  irre- 
gular attendance  caused  by  the  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases. 
Several  cases  of  small-pox  found  their  way  here,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  compulsory  vaccination  act  was  more  strenuously  en- 
forced, than  before.  Several  parents  opposed  to  vaccination,  kept 
their  children  at  home  and  thus  also  violated  the  conij)u]sory  at- 
tendance law.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  term,  the  work  of  the  High 
school  was  also  interrupted  by  the  sudden  leaving  of  the  popular 
principal  of  the  High  Sdiool,  Professor  ^^^  Lewis  Haldy. 

Sixteen  young  people  graduated  this  year  from  said  school,  eleven 
girls  and  five  boys. 
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PITTSBURG— Samuel  Andrews. 


The  interest  and  progress,  noted  in  my  last  report,  I  am  glad  to 
Bay  continue  without  abatement.  During  the  past  school  year,  the 
courses  of  the  elementary  and  high  school  have  been  revised  in 
many  particulars  to  meet  the  growing  professional  and  material 
demands;  text  books  have  been  considerably  changed  for  the  better; 
such  changes  as  have  taken  place  in  the  teaching  force  have  been  for 
greater  efficiency  in  the  instruction  of  the  pupils;  salaries  have  been 
increased  somewhat,  though  not  so  much  as  the  swelling  expenses  of 
living  and  higher  qualifications  required  of  teachers,  in  all  grades, 
plainly  demand;  new,  and,  in  some  cases  expensive  departments  have 
been  added  to  meet  the  later  requirements  of  modern  education, 
and  especially,  the  multiplying  local  necessities  of  this  great  indus- 
trial centre;  four  elegant  and  commodious  buildings  have  been 
erected;  higher  ideals,  a  growing  and  commendable  desire  and  efforts 
for  the  best  professional  preparation  are  increasingly  manifest 
among  the  teachers. 

The  same  arrangements  for  teachers'  institutes  which  I  mentioned 
in  my  last  report  have  been  carried  out  with  increased  success,  the 
central  board  having  continued  their  generous  support  by  paying 
the  salaries  of  teachers  while  in  attendance  upon  their  professional 
meetings. 

Manual  training  is  receiving  increased  attention.  A  complete 
school  has  been  organized  and  equipped  in  the  Twentieth  ward  and 
plans  for  the  same  in  other  wards  are  being  considered. 

The  central  board  have  shown  their  appreciation  of  the  kindergar- 
ten department  by  again  appropriating  $30,000.00  for  their  sup- 
port. 

A  larger  number  of  summer  schools  than  ever  before  have  been 
maintained  by  enterprising  and  philanthropic  ladies  of  the  city;  for 
which  large  sums  of  money  have  been  granted  by  city  councils  and 
by  the  Central  Board  of  Education. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  of  our  educational  activities  during 
the  past  year  has  been  the  initiation  and  partial  organization  of  the 
great  Carnegie  Technical  Schools,  provided  for  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  by 
an  appropriation  of  $4,000,000.00  to  $5,000,000.00,  with  promise  it 
is  said  of  as  much  more  as  circumstances  and  public  interest  may 
require.  Mr.  Arthur  A.  Hamerschlag,  who  is  in  charge  of  this  great 
work,  is  evincing  prodigious  zeal,  energy  and  wisdom,  which  has  re- 
sulted not  only  in  obtaining  and  preparing  a  magnificent  site  for  the 
required  buildings  adjacent  to  Schenley  Park,  but  also  in  awakening 
such  a  popular  interest  and  enthusiasm  that  over  five  thousand  pro- 
spective pupils  have  been  enrolled  and  definite  arrangements  made 
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for  the  opening  of  many  courses  at  the  bej^iuning  of  the  coming 
school  year.  No  one  can  predict  the  extent  of  the  power  and  influ- 
ence which  this  great  institution  is  to  exert  over  this  community, 
and  indeed  upon  the  education  of  the  whole  country,  in  the  near 
future. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  the  city  of  Pittsburg  furnishes  edu- 
cational privileges  to  its  public  school  children  superior  to  those 
offered  in  any  other  city  of  the  world.  Besides  the  splendid  build- 
ings and  equipments  (which,  by  the  way,  obtained  special  mention 
in  the  reports  of  the  Mosely  Commission)  due  to  the  prompt  and 
progressive  provision  made  by  a  generous  and  enlightened  school 
board,  they  have  the  free  and  unequalled  facilities  offered  by  the 
various  great  institutions  established  by  the  unparallelled  liberality 
of  two  of  our  public  spirited  citizens.  Mr.  Carnegie  and  Mr.  Phipps. 

The  Carnegie  Institute  supplies  unlimited  help  and  inspiration  in 
the  great  library,  in  its  magnificent  museum,  in  its  splendid  music 
hall  and  in  its  celebrated  art  galleries  and  the  Phipps  conservatory, 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  world  devotes  itself  to  the  practical  teaching 
of  botany  in  the  public  schools. 

The  management  of  the  library  has  provided  a  classified  catalogue 
of  800  pages,  a  copy  of  which  is  placed  gratuitously  in  every  school 
room  in  this  city  and  neighboring  centres  of  population.  In  this 
catalogue  the  books  suitable  for  each  grade  including  kindergarten, 
elementary  and  high  school,  are  completely  grouped,  with  a  brief 
description  of  each  book.  Every  teacher  is  urged  to  select  from  the 
catalogue  such  books  as  she  may  need  for  her  pupils  and  send  a  list 
to  the  library,  whereupon,  those  books  are  carefully  packed  and  sent 
to  such  teacher,  and  after  a  year's  use  returned  to  the  library,  all  at 
the  expense  of  the  library.  I  know  of  no  such  arrangement  existing 
anywhere  else  in  the  world.  These  opportunities  are  abundantly 
utilized  throughout  the  schools  of  this  neighborhood. 

The  management  of  the  museum  offer  three  money  prizes  to  each 
grade  of  the  high  school  and  grammar  schools  upon  the  best  essay 
writt(^n  by  any  ])upils  of  those  schools  upon  some  object  in  the  mu- 
seum, thus  stimulating  the  literary  work  of  those  pupils  and  devel- 
oping their  interest  in  the  objects  of  natural  history. 

The  art  department  of  the  institute  has  given  all  of  its  galleries 
to  the  display  of  the  drawing  work  of  the  public  schools;  provides 
free  lectures  given  by  the  superintendent  to  the  public  school  teach- 
ers upon  the  paintings  in  the  permanent  gallery;  supplies  superb 
photographs  of  the  principal  paintings  and  circulates  them  through- 
out the  public  schools;  thus  helping  to  make  these  paintings  and 
their  authors  "household  words"  among  the  children. 

The  superintendent  of  the  music  department  offers  two  free  organ 
recitals  and  free  lectures  upon  music  and  the  great  composers,  thus 
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brin}::inj2:  to  the  i)ublic  a  familiarity  with  the  best  Diiisic  and  great- 
tst  musicians  of  all  ages. 

The  Phipps  Conservatory  supplies,  upon  the  request  of  any  botany 
teacher,  or  teacher  of  nature  work,  any  number  of  plants,  or  parts  of 
plants,  which  may  be  needed  in  class  instruction  or  examinations. 
These  materials  are  sent  at  the  expense  of  the  Conservatory,  care 
being  taken  in  winter,  to  pack  with  their  heated  bricks  to  prevent 
freezing  during  transportation.  Besides  this,  Mr.  IMiipps  has  con- 
structed at  an  expense  of  $25,000.00  a  beautiful  and  most  complete 
hall  of  botany,  equipped  superbly,  with  every  aid  to  instruction. 
To  this  building  the  botany  classes  of  the  high  school  repair  once  a 
v/eek,  during  winter  and  summer,  to  receive  such  special  instruction 
as  the  facilities  there  make  unique. 

When  to  these  unparallelled  advantages  are  added  those  which 
are  about  to  be  offered  by  the  great  Carnegie  Technical  School,  the 
truth  of  my  first  statement,  that  the  children  of  the  public  schools  of 
Pittsburg  enjoy  the  greatest  educational  privileges  found  in  any 
city  of  the  world,  will  be  apparent. 


POTTSTOWN— Wm.  W.  Kupert. 


The  work  of  the  year  1903-1904  has  been  reasonably  successful. 
Irregular  attendance,  largely  due  to  sickness  among  the  younger 
pupils,  has  been  one  of  the  serious  obstacles  in  our  way. 

A  class  of  twenty-five,  eighteen  young  ladies  and  seven  young 
gentlemen,  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  on  June  2lst.  A 
number  of  these  will  enter  college  next  September, 

Our  contribution  to  the  educational  exhibit  at  St.  Louis  consisted 
of  memory  work  in  English  literature  from  all  the  grades,  and  of 
photographs  of  school  work.  The  photographs  indicated  the  char- 
acter of  some  of  our  work  in  arithmetic,  trigonometry,  geography 
and  physical  culture. 


POTTSVILLE— B.  F.  Patterson. 


During  the  term  just  closed  we  met  with  quite  a  loss,  in  the  burn- 
ing down  of  one  of  our  newest  and  best  buildings. 

This  has  caused  considerable  inconvenience,  yet  we  were  fortu- 
nate in  having  school  rooms  in  the  other  buildings  by  which  we 
were  able  to  keep  all  our  schools  in  session  during  the  term. 

Our  directors  are  now  busy  erecting  another  building  to  take  the 
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place  of  the  one  burned  down  and  expect  to  have  it  read\  for  occu- 
pancy by  the  time  that  the  next  term  opens. 

During  the  summer  vacation  all  the  school  buildings  will  be  re- 
paired, renovated  and  put  in  good  sanitary  condition  for  the  next 
term. 

Almost  all  our  buildings  are  supplied  with  good  fresh  water  from 
the  mountain  springs.     This  is  supplied  to  all  of  the  school  rooms. 

Every  year  our  directors  are  putting  in  improvements  so  as  to 
keep  up  with  the  progress  of  the  times.  This  year  they  added  to 
the  apparatus  of  the  high  school,  the  Crowell  Physical  Apparatus, 
which  enables  teachers  to  illustrate  almost  all  the  problems  taught 
in  science. 

Our  commercial  school  is  in  good  condition  for  the  next  year  and 
we  expect  to  have  between  sixty  and  seventy  pupils.  This  number 
is  composed  of  pupils  who  have  graduated  in  our  high  school  and 
grammar  schools. 


RADNOR  TOWNSHIP,  DELAWARE  COUNTY— Geo.  H.  Wilson. 


Progress  in  our  schools  has  shown  itself  the  past  year  not  only  in 
an  increased  attendance,  but  also  in  an  added  efficiency.  The  teach- 
ers, directors  and  superinte"bdent  have  worked  harmoniously  to- 
gether, all  imbued  with  the  desire  to  make  our  schools  as  good  as 
any  in  this  or  any  other  state.  While  we  have  not  attained  all  we 
desired  yet  we  are  hopeful  for  increased  excellence  in  the  future. 

During  the  past  year  much  time  and  money  have  been  expended 
in  beautifying  our  grounds.  Thanks  to  local  committees  of  citizens, 
the  premises  at  Wayne  and  Radnor  have  received  much  attention  in 
this  direction,  plants,  shrubs  and  trees  having  been  planted  in  large 
numbers  about  these  schools. 

At  Wayne,  asplialt  walks  have  been  laid  at  considerable  expense 
and  a  large  amount  of  grading  has  been  done,  making  this  school 
one  of  the  most  attactive  in  Pennsylvania. 

At  Roseraont  an  additional  room  was  built  during  the  year  and 
another  teacher  engaged  for  the  primary  grades,  giving  this  school 
ample  room  and  teaching  force  for  many  years  to  come. 

Some  ten  years  ago  this  district  closed  two  of  its  outlying  schools 
and  conveyed  the  pupils  to  schools  more  centrally  located.  Owing 
to  certain  conditions  which  obtained  at  that  time,  the  experiment 
was  not  as  successful  as  was  hoped  for,  and  the  following  year  the 
plan  was  abandoned  and  the  schools  reopened.  The  attendance  at 
these  schools  is  very  small  and  in  spite  of  efficient  and  conscientious 
work  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  the  results  show  that  lack  of  suc- 
cess which  is  common  in  schools  where  enthusiasm  is  wanting  on 
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account  of  meagre  attendance.  The  time  seems  ripe  for  repeating 
the  experiment  and  it  is  hoped  that  such  action  in  this  direction  will 
be  taken  another  year. 

We  are  most  fortunate  in  having  at  present  a  very  efficient  corps 
of  teachers  who  are  interested  and  enthusiastic  in  their  work  and 
loyal  to  our  schools.  This  condition  is  due  to  the  ensured  tenure  of 
office  which  good  service  makes  certain,  as  well  as  by  the  liberal 
policy  of  our  Board  of  Directors  in  regard  to  salaries.  Last  June 
the  board  fixed  the  minimum  salary  at  four  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars  for  all  grade  teachers  with  an  annual  increase  until  the 
maximum  of  seven  hundred  dollars  is  reached.  At  the  same  time 
the  minimum  salary  in  the  high  school  was  fixed  at  six  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  with  an  annual  increase  to  the  maximum  of  eight  hun- 
dred dollars.  This  schedule  of  salaries  enables  us  to  secure  the  best 
of  talent.  All  but  one  of  our  teachers  are  either  graduates  of  col- 
lege or  normal  school  and  no  new  teacher  is  engaged  who  cannot 
meet  this  requirement  as  well  as  that  of  successful  experience. 
There  has  been  but  one  change  in  our  force  of  grade  teachers  this 
past  year. 

One  proof  of  the  increased  efficiency  of  our  grade  teachers  is 
shown  by  the  annual  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  who  enter  the 
high  school.  The  growth  of  our  high  school  has  been  quite  remark- 
able. In  1899  there  were  fifty-eight  pupils  in  the  school;  this  year 
the  enrollment  has  been  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  an  increase  of  one 
hundred  per  cent,  in  five  years. 

The  number  who  entered  the  high  school  five  years  ago  was  about 
sixty  per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment  in  the  eighth  grade;  last  year 
it  was  ninety-five  per  cent.  Graduates  of  the  school  are  now  attend- 
ing Harvard,  Cornell,  Haverford,  Pennsylvania,  Wellesley  and  Bryn 
Mawr. 

A  commercial  course  was  introduced  last  year  and  proved  to  be 
very  popular.  Physical  and  chemical  apparatus  have  been  added 
and  the  gymnasium  has  received  additions  to  its  equipment. 


READING— Charles  S.  Foos. 


The  school  year  1903-1904  was  perhaps  more  eventful  from  an 
administrative  than  from  a  pedagogical  point  of  view.  The  board 
passed  much  important  legislation  that  will  facilitate,  broaden  and 
improve  the  work.  On  the^  pedagogical  side,  we  have  been  striving 
for  improved  methods  of  instruction,  a  more  effective  use  of  time,  a 
clearer  insight  into  the  mental  and  the  physical  capacity  of  the 
pupils,  a  less  constrained  atmosphere  in  the  school  room,  a  more 
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comprehensive  view  of  the  aim  of  education,  a  closer  unity  of  pur- 
pose, and  a  more  cordial  relation  on  the  part  of  the  board,  teachers, 
pupils  and  parents.  To  be  sure  where  so  many  are  concerned,  diver- 
sity of  opinion  is  unavoidable.  People  differ  in  their  educational 
ideals,  hence  they  differ  in  their  conceptions  of  a  curriculum  and 
methods  of  teaching,  which  ai-e  the  instrumentalities  by  means  of 
which  an  ideal  is  realized,  and  an  educational  policy  for  a  community 
can,  therefore,  only  approximate  an  ideal.  It  should  aim.  however, 
to  reflect  not  tradition  alone,  whether  worthy  or  unworthy,  but  the 
spirit  of  the  time  and  to  fit  local  needs,  and  in  this  I  feel  that  we 
have  been  reasonably  successful. 

The  most  important  act  of  the  board  was  the  decision  to  relieve 
the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  boys'  high  school  by  the  erection 
of  a  new  building  with  modern  equipment  and  thus  increase  the 
scope  and  the  usefulness  of  high  school  work.  A  municipality  is 
judged  in  a  measure  by  the  character  of  its  public  buildings,  and 
with  public-spirited  and  cordial  co-operation,  nothing  should  be 
left  undone  to  give  Reading  a  building  that  will  be  a  model  of  sub- 
stantiality and  of  adequate  capacity  for  several  generations. 

Another  important  move  on  the  part  of  the  board  was  the  revision 
of  the  salary  schedule  in  conformity  with  a  recent  act  of  Assembly 
and  the  re-adjustment  of  the  salaries  of  teachers  of  experience.  The 
net  increase  is  about  thirteen  per  cent,  and  the  average  salary  of 
grade  teachers  advances  from  f42  to  |4S  per  month.  The  minimum 
salary  exclusive  of  teaching-principals  is  foo  and  the  maximum  f67 
per  month.  This  should  lead  to  an  improved  teaching  corps. 
Higher  salaries  mean  the  ultimate  elimination  of  incompetent  and 
negligent  teachers. 

The  evening  schools  have  been  an  encouraging  feature  of  the  work. 
Most  of  them  were  open  109  nights.  The  schools  are  conducted 
practically  on  the  same  basis  as  the  day  schools.  The  system  em- 
braces: (1)  elementary  grades,  for  foreigners  learning  the  language 
and  others  who  have  not  covei-ed  the  work  of  the  first  four  day 
grades;  (2)  advanced  elementary  grades,  for  all  who  read  with  rea- 
sonable facility  and  ai-e  proficient  in  the  four  fundamentals  in  arith- 
metic; (8)  a  grammar  grade  for  practical  work  in  arithmetic,  pen- 
manship, spelling,  history,  geography  and  grammar;  (4)  an  advanced 
grammar  grade  for  additional  work  in  the  branches  enumerated  for 
the  grammar  grade;  (5)  a  high  school  grade  covering  the  commer- 
cial, the  drawing,  the  scientific,  the  mathematical,  and  the  English 
departments  of  the  day  high  schools.  With  the  exception  of  Greek. 
Latin  and  Fi-ench,  the  branches  are  identical  in  the  day  and  the 
evening  high  schools.  In  the  former  the  courses  and  in  the  latter 
the  subjects  are  elective. 

A  plan  of  graduation  has  been  arranged,  whereby  a  pupil  may 
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receive  a  diploma  on  precisely  the  same  amount  of  work  done  in  the 
day  high  school  or  on  any  amount  not  less  than  half.  Credit  is  given 
on  each  diploma  for  the  amount  accomplished.  Three  studies,  for 
a  hundred  nights  each  rear  through  four  years,  will  easily  include 
half  the  work  of  the  day  school.  Each  study  will  be  based  on  a  sys- 
tem of  points  and  compared  with  the  day  school  course.  Work  sat- 
isfactorily completed  in  the  day  high  school  will  be  credited.  On 
Thursday  evening,  June  2d,  the  first  class,  four  in  number,  was  grad- 
uated from  the  evening  high  school.  An  interesting  commencement 
was  held  in  the  Girls'  High  School  building,  and  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  Reading  schools  the  graduates  wore  caps  and 
gowns.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent,  delivered  an  in- 
structive address.  The  evening  high  school  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
splendid  adjunct  to  our  school  system,  and  has  received  favorable 
comment  in  the  educational  press  of  the  country. 

The  building  of  a  new  Boys'  High  School  revived  the  question  of 
manual  training,  and  the  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  instruction  and  text  books  with  instruction  to  devise  a  manual 
training  course  on  a  plan  similar  to  the  classical,  the  scientific  and 
the  commercial  courses,  that  the  academic  studies  be  correlated 
about  manual  training,  and  that,  if  possible,  i)rovision  be  made  for 
grammar  school  pupils,  who  will  not  enter  the  high  school. 

In  Reading,  as  elsewhere,  there  is  considerable  misapprehension 
of  the  aim  in  teaching  manual  training.  People  generally  think  its 
value  is  utilitarian,  but  educators,  as  a  rule,  have  an  entirely  differ- 
ent view.  The  keynote  of  manual  training  as  now  taught  is  culture 
or  mental  discipline.  Its  purpose  is  not  to  tarn  out  mechanics  nor 
specialists  in  any  vocation  nor  to  produce  a  finished  piece  of  work, 
but  to  instill  mechanical  principles  for  mental  development.  Its 
aim  is  to  bring  out  all  the  faculties,  to  encourage  the  creative  rather 
than  the  initiative,  to  lead  to  logical  thinking  and  orderly  doing,  to 
express  thought  in  a  concrete  form,  to  educate  the  whole  man.  This 
view  is,  in  my  opinion,  too  theoretical.  The  fact  that  the  mind  col- 
laborates with  hand  and  eye  in  turning  out  a  piece  of  work  is  not, 
however,  proof  positive  that  the  whole  man  is  being  developed.  The 
impartial  observer,  I  think,  discovers  in  manual  training  only  an- 
other element  in  the  educative  process  and  not  a  substitute  system 
of  education.  Its  value  is  supplemental.  Where  properly  corre- 
lated in  the  course  of  study  it  has,  in  my  opinion,  a  decidedly  utili- 
tarian value  in  that  it  teaches  the  names,  the  uses  and  the  care  of 
tools.  It  necessitates  familiarity  with  wood  and  metal;  it  unfolds 
various  mechanical  principles;  not  only  in  drawing,  but  at  bench, 
forge  and  machine.  It  entails  directive  skill,  accuracy  of  measure- 
ment, precision  of  adjustment,  delicacy  of  manipulation,  exactness 
and  care  in  detail.     Like  mathematics  or  science  or  language,  it  has 
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a  specific  educational  value  in  that  in  the  construction  of  work, 
creative  and  initiative  power,  logical  processes,  and  mental  eliort 
are  involved.  Then,  too,  it  has  a  retiex  influence  for  activity  on  the 
academic  studies.  It  has  also  a  sociological  value.  It  dignifies 
labor  and  lays  the  foundation  for  a  better  manhood;  it  brings  out 
some  who  cannot  adapt  themselves  to  the  regular  course  of  study. 
Although  many  of  its  advocates  disclaim  any  such  intention,  it 
should  be  one  of  the  means  of  silting  and  sorting  pupils  with  refer- 
ence to  their  life  vocation.  1  am  not  in  sympathy  with  the  conten- 
tion: "Do  not  demean  motor  education  by  debasing  it  to  utilitarian 
ends,  but  permit  its  high  and  noble  purposes  along  to  remain — the 
development  of  the  aesthetic  and  the  artistic." 

The  discovery  by  school  boards  of  this  theoretical  attitude  of  the 
educational  people  has  had  a  reactive  ett'ect  on  manual  training 
courses.  In  most  schools  it  now  takes  its  place  by  the  side  of  Eng- 
lish, science,  mathematics,  and  so  on,  and  the  time  generally  assigned 
is  one-third  to  manual  training  and  two-thirds  to  academic  subjects. 
This  is  not  to  be  deplored,  however,  since  motor  education  is  simply 
finding  its  place  in  and  adjusting  itself  to  our  educational  curricu- 
lum. Without  the  regular  school  course  it  is  more  harmful,  in  my 
opinion,  than  helpful. 

The  demand  to  industrialize  manual  training  and  make  it  more 
utilitarian,  however,  becomes  more  and  more  insistent,  and  to  me 
it  does  not  seem  a  pedagogical  crime,  even  though  we  depart  from 
the  original  intention  of  its  promotors.  Original  intentions  are  not 
infallible.  Of  course,  I  recognize  the  fact  that  this  is  approaching 
ditfereutiation-specializatiou  in  education,  and  that  this  is  said  to  be 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  common  school  education.  Our  higher 
schools,  however,  have  always  differentiated  to  a  more  or  less  ex- 
tent. Our  forefathers  founded  preparatory  high  schools  so  as  to 
fit  students  for  the  ministry;  a  later  generation  introduced  book- 
keeping and  a  commercial  course,  to  train  young  people  for  business; 
so  with  other  courses  in  our  high  schools.  Why  should  we  not,  in 
conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  diiferentiate  in  favor  of  the 
mechanic?  ilow  far  we  should  go  in  this  industrali/ed  manual 
training;  how  nearly  it  should  approach  the  trade  school,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  at  this  time.  In  fact,  this  is  largely  a  local  question, 
which  the  future  must  determine.  I  think  that  the  time  is  not  yet 
for  an  out-and-out  trade  school  under  the  public  system,  but  I  do 
think  we  should  lay  a  foundation  that  could  be  built  upon  in  the 
regular  trade  school  and  the  shop.  This  tendency  toward  the  in- 
dustrial should,  however,  go  step  by  step.  It  is  unwise  to  undertake 
the  immature.  Undertaking  the  immature  leads  to  failure.  Then 
it  is  that  many  a  good  thing  is  called  a  "fad."     Every  phase  of  edu- 
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cation  should  be  tlio  result  of  a  continuous  process. 

The  trade  school  problem  is  shaping,  and  another  decade  may 
decide  the  question.  The  argument  for  it  is  the  decadence  of  the 
apprentice  system  and  the  importation  of  foreign  workmen.  The 
objections  now  urged  against  the  public  trade  school  are  that  the 
common  schools  are  for  general  education  only,  branches  valuable 
as  much  to  one  as  another;  that  special  education  is  contrary  to 
the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  founders  of  public  education;  that 
it  creates  a  surplus  of  workmen;  that  it  turns  out  men  insufficiently 
trained;  that  the  day  of  apprenticeship  has  not  passed;  that  "all 
round''  men  are  not  needed;  that  it  will  tend  to  increase  child  labor; 
that  it  favors  one  vocation  in  distinction  to  another;  that  it  would 
flood  the  market  with  a  crude  product;  that  it  would  help  only  the 
better  class,  who  wish  to  go  into  manufacturing;  that  its  cost,  with 
properly  equipped  shops,  would  be  enormous,  that  it  would  after  all 
induce  very  few  of  the  85  per  cent,  who  leave  school  before  they 
enter  high  school  to  remain;  that  it  would  encounter  the  opposition 
of  union  labor.  Several  of  these  objections  to  the  trade  school  may 
be  formidable,  and  until  they  are  met,  it  seems  to  me,  the  manual 
training  school  can  do  much  without  departing  from  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  popular  education.  For  a  time,  at  least,  the  trade 
school  may  be  left  to  philanthropy  and  private  enterprise,  or  this 
work  should  be  undertaken  by  the  State  rather  than  by  the  indi- 
vidual school  district.  The  question  is  evolving.  Time,  patience 
and  thought  will  solve  it. 

As  in  former  years  there  was  considerable  agitation  in  regard  to 
the  personal  expenses  of  graduates  incident  to  commencement.  An 
investigation  on  the  part  of  the  board  disclosed  the  fact  that  al- 
though many  parents  deny  themselves  in  order  that  their  children 
may  make  an  elaborate  exit  from  the  schools,  the  complaints  were 
not  generally  in  order  to  bring  about  a  reform,  for  no  sooner  had 
the  movement  to  make  the  commencement  functions  less  expensive 
been  started  than  most  parents  resented  it.  The  board  decided, 
however,  to  use  caps  and  gowns  at  all  future  commencements,  except 
that  of  the  class  of  1904.  The  appearance  of  the  graduates  of  the 
evening  higli  school  in  caps  and  gowns  resulted  in  much  favorable 
comment. 

In  regard  to  the  other  high  school  social  functions,  societies,  and 
class  meetings,  the  board  officially  disapproved  of  them,  and  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  so  long  as  parents  give  them  financial  sup- 
port and  permit  them  to  meet  in  their  homes,  it  is  unfair  to  ask  the 
board  for  redress.  The  board  has  referred  the  question  of  the  legal 
right  to  use  the  name  "Reading  High  Schools"  to  advertise  dances, 
suppers,  etc.,  to  the  solicitor  for  an  opinion.  The  investigation  dis- 
closed the  fact,  too,  that  many  pupils  in  the  past  have  failed  in  their 
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Sfbool  work  on  aocoiiiit  of  the  many  diverting  tendencies  in  the  high 
schools  and  that  not  a  few  liave  quit  because  of  the  cost.  It  seems 
unfortunate  that  such  are  the  conditions,  but  I  hope  that  the  matter 
may  be  so  adjusted  that  greater  simplicity  may  prevail  and  that  our 
common  schools  may  in  spirit  and  in  truth  be  worthy  their  name. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  some  agitation  against  home  study. 
The  board  decided  that  the  question  is  not  one  for  legislation,  but 
one  for  the  parent  and  the  teacher,  and  with  cordial,  intelligent  co- 
operation between  the  home  and  the  school  there  will  be  little  diffi- 
culty. Personally  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  prerogative  of  par- 
ents to  decide  whether  their  children  shall  study  at  home  or  not. 
Some  believe  in  home  work,  others  perhaps  do  not,  hence  it  is  im- 
practicable to  make  a  coercive  rule.  Parents  cannot  be  enjoined 
to  help  or  not  to  help  their  children  in  their  studies.  Such  legisla- 
tion would  be  presumptive,  and,  in  my  opinion,  an  infringement  of 
their  rights  as  citizens.  Personally,  I  favor  home  study  under  pro- 
per conditions  and  restrictions.  Without  it  progress  will  necessa- 
rily be  slow  on  the  part  of  a  large  majority  of  pupils,  and  I  cannot 
see  how  a  plan  of  school  study  can  be  devised  that  shall  take  the 
place  of  quiet  home  work. 

This  movement  results  from  a  number  of  causes.  The  chief  cause 
is  the  alleged  overtaxing  of  pupils,  and  in  the  correction  of  this  the 
agitation  may  be  helpful.  As  the  work  is  now  arranged  and  the 
schools  graded,  there  ought  to  be  no  overtaxing.  If  there  is,  the 
fault  lies  either  in  the  grading  of  the  pupil  or  in  the  method  of  the 
teacher,  or  perhaps  partly  in  both.  Beyond  question  many  parents 
are  too  ambitious  for  their  children.  They  urge  promotion  after 
promotion,  often  when  the  child  is  physically  and  intellectually  un- 
prepared to  advance.  They  are  impatient,  too.  if  their  children  are 
not  the  leaders  in  the  class.  Then,  too,  many  burden  them  with 
lessons  in  music,  elocution  and  what  not,  and  as  a  result  children  be- 
come nervous  and  often  sick.  An  investigation  of  a  recent  case  of  low- 
standing  disclosed  the  fact  that  a  pupil  below  the  grammar  grade 
received  outside  instruction  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music  and 
elocution,  attended  a  class  for  Bible  study,  and  drilled  in  an  amateur 
military  organization.  In  all  of  these  the  boy  did  well,  the  parent 
declared,  therefore,  he  could  not  account  for  his  low  standing  at 
school.  It  seems  to  me  that  rlie  reason  is  apparent.  A  number  of 
cases  i-evealed  the  fact  that  social  affairs,  societies  and  like  functions, 
kept  pupils  up  to  a  very  late  hour,  as  a  result  children  were  ailing, 
and  the  indisposition  was  frecjuently  attributed  to  srhool  work. 

On  the  contrary,  too,  some  teachers  are  too  exacting  in  the  work 
they  require.  They  measure  success  by  the  quantity  of  knowledge 
poured  into   the  pupils.       Their   j)lan   is  analogous  to  the  liberal 
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tradesman,  who  hopes  to  please  his  patrons  by  filling  the  measure 
to  running  over.  They  forget  that  education  is  a  natural  evolution 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  a  question  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 
They  fail  to  realize  that  the  aim  in  education  is  to  develop  the  child 
so  that  he  may  do  a  part  in  life  intelligently  and  happily,  and  that 
the  children  in  school  should  learn  to  work  patiently,  enthusias- 
tically, accurately  and  conscientiously. 

The  remedy  of  overtaxing  does  not  lie  in  the  abolition  of  home 
study,  even  if  that  were  possible.  Without  work,  persistent  and 
painstaking,  in  any  sphere  of  life,  the  results  are  unsatisfactory. 
So  it  is  in  the  school.  Periods  for  study  undisturbed  by  the  routine 
of  the  school  room  are  essential  to  real  progress.  Neither,  in  my 
opinion,  is  such  work  harmful  if  conditions  are  proper.  Of  course, 
home  study  can  be  and  is  overdone.  Some  teachers  try  to  shift  their 
duties  upon  the  parents  and  make  the  recitation  simply  a  "parrot" 
exercise.  Explanations  should  be  made  in  the  school  room.  Teach- 
ers should  presume  that  pupils  receive  no  home  instruction.  Home 
instruction  and  home  study,  however,  are  entirely  different  prob- 
lems.    The  latter  presupposes  no  aid  on  the  part  of  parents. 

In  all  cases  the  physical  condition  of  the  child  should  be  con- 
sidered. Health  is  paramount.  Parents,  teachers  and  pupils 
should  curb  ambition,  when  home  study  is  detrimental  to  health; 
the  work  in  special  cases  should  be  abridged,  and  as  a  consequence, 
of  course,  progress  should  be  less  rapid.  This  is  not  a  matter  for 
legislation,  but  for  arbitration  between  parent  and  teacher  or  su- 
perintendent. 

There  is  another  phase  of  this  question.  If  pupils  are  not  to  study 
ir  the  evening,  what  shall  they  do?  All  educators  agree  that  idle- 
ness is  the  worst  possible  thing  for  children,  and  that  even  their 
play  should  be  intelligently  directed.  Would  not  this  reform  give 
us  an  array  of  idle  children,  and  would  they  not  tend  to  the  street? 
Already  we  are  distressed  by  the  growing  numbers  of  children  seen 
OL  the  street  at  night.  We  are  trying  to  solve  the  "bad  boy"  prob- 
lem. Under  the  no-home-study  plan,  in  my  opinion,  its  solution 
would  be  impossible.  If  all  children  in  good  health  studied  at  home 
an  hour  after  seven  in  the  evening,  I  believe  they  would  be  better 
mentally,  physically  and  morally.  In  order  to  investigate  the  ques- 
tion more  closely,  I  interviewed  fifty  boys  at  random  throughout  the 
city  and  found  that  forty  studied  at  night;  ten  did  not.  Of  the  forty, 
I  asked  the  question:  "What  would  you  do  to-night,  if  you  didn't 
have  to  study?"  Their  replies  may  be  roughly  classified  as  follows: 
"Play  with  the  boys  on  the  streets,"  24;  "Go  to  the  show,"  7;  "Go  to 
the  club  shanty,"  5;  "Church,"  2;  "Read,"  1;  "Uncertain,"  1.  To  be 
sure  these  replies  were  given  without  parental  advice  or  restraint, 
and  yet  it  seems  to  me  that  one  can  read  between  the  lines  the  appel- 
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liiii;  consequences  of  the  success  of  the  movement  against  home 
study. 

Another  phase  of  the  work  was  the  establishment  of  study  periods 
under  the  direction  of  the  teacher.  Too  much  attention  is.  as  a  rule, 
given  to  the  recitation  of  lessons  and  too  little  to  supervision  in  the 
preparation  of  lessons.  In  my  opinion,  many  pupils  fail  because 
they  do  not  know  how  to  attack  the  allotted  work  or  because  their 
methods  of  study  are  inefficient.  The  way  of  doing  work  is  often- 
times as  important  as  the  doing.  The  clumsy  workman  is  not  in  de- 
mand. Skill  in  method  is  essential  to  skilled  accomplishment. 
Without  it  much  time  may  be  wasted.  This  is  especially  true  of 
learners.  They  need  constant  direction  and  suggestion.  If  they  are 
permitted  to  grope  for  themselves  much  time  and  much  energy  may 
be  wasted,  and  vicious  habits  of  study  may  be  formed.  Discourage- 
ment and  failures  often  follow  lack  of  proper  method  of  study. 
When  pupils  are  intelligently  directed,  the  work  of  a  school 
r(  om  soon  improves  and  pupils  become  more  zealous,  more  inter- 
ested and  more  efficient.  Ignorance  of  how  to  proceed  has  robbed 
many  a  man  and  woman  of  success.  The  same  is  unquestionably 
true  of  many  pupils  in  the  public  schools. 

I  believe,  too.  that  expert  direction  during  study  will  cause  less 
so-called  overtaxing.  In  fact,  I  think,  overtaxing  is  frequently  noth- 
ing more  than  inability  to  do  the  work  intelligently.  Instruction 
in  how  to  study  will  also  help  pupils  to  prepare  their  lessons  more 
readily  at  home.  Teachers  ought  not  to  expect  parents  to  do  their 
work.  Of  course,  this  is  not  intended  to  convey  the  impression  that 
parents  shall  not  help  their  children,  but  that  parents  are  under  no 
obligation  to  help  them.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  the  proper  par- 
tition of  duty.  and.  in  my  opinion,  instruction  is  the  teacher's  work. 

The  study  period  plan  entails  increased  intelligence,  keener  discri- 
mination, more  extended  reading  and  wider  psychological  and  phy- 
siological experience  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  It  means  that  she 
must  in  truth  be  the  leader,  the  adviser,  and  the  expert  in  school 
work;  it  means  that  the  recitation  for  the  sake  of  the  recitation  is 
not  the  aim  of  her  work;  it  means  that  she  must  make  her  pupils 
intelligent  workers,  and  not  mere  receptacles  into  which  and  from 
which  from  time  to  time  dry  facts  must  be  conveyed.  To  succeed  in 
this,  the  teacher  must  be  adaptive,  sympathetic,  active,  tactful, 
patient,  persistent. 

Another  move  to  make  our  schoolroom  work  more  effective  re- 
sulted in  a  lecture  by  Prof.  Lightner  Witmer  on  "Backward  Pupils." 
Ifi  Reading,  as  elsewhere,  schools  have  all  sorts  of  pupils — bright, 
dull,  normal,  nervous,  lazy,  ''spoiled,"  erratic,  defective,  and  what 
not.  Generally  the  normal  and  bright  pupils  constitute  about  60 
per  cent,  of  the  roll;  the  nervous,  15  per  cent.;  the  lazy  and  "spoiled," 
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15  and  the  defective,  10.  A  cursory  investigation  of  the  pupils  in  the 
Reading  schools  showed  that  over  1,000  pupils  are  more  or  less  re- 
tarded by  some  physical  or  mental  weakness.  The  statistics  are  as 
follows:  Sight,  521;  hearing,  206;  speech,  102;  dull,  207;  mentally 
defective,  38;  epilepsy,  10;  catarrh,  8;  lungs,  3;  crippled,  2;  unclassi- 
fied, 28;  total,  1,125.  Of  course,  a  careful  study  of  the  pupils  would 
revise  these  figures,  but  the  fact  remains  that  many  pupils  are  re- 
tarded because  of  a  defect,  slight  or  great. 

The  nervous  may  often  be  relieved  by  fewer  examinations,  by 
m.ore  individual  attention,  by  frequent  recreation  periods,  and  above 
all,  by  less  misguided  ambition  on  the  part  of  parents  and  teachers. 
The  backward  ten  per  cent,  require  special  attention.  Try  as  they 
will,  urge  them  as  you  may,  scold  them  as  you  please,  little  impres- 
sion is  made.  These  unfortunate  children  hang  about  the  school 
room  until  they  are  thirteen  and  then  drift  into  society  and  often 
criminal  society.  For  the  treatment  of  many  of  these  backward 
pupils  expert  information  will  help  parents  and  teachers.  Dullness 
may  result  from  a  variety  of  causes — heredity,  infantile  diseases, 
insufficient  food,  bad  habits,  derangement  of  the  eyes,  the  ears,  the 
throat  or  the  stomach.  Medical,  surgical,  or  optical  treatment  may 
reach  many.  Glasses  are  often  very  helpful  in  cases  where  pupils 
cannot  learn  to  read.  The  segregation  of  the  worst  cases  under 
skilled  teachers  is  urged  as  another  remedy. 

Fire  drills  are  now  in  vogue  in  all  the  school  buildings  in  the  city. 
These  drills  are  given  on  pleasant  days  about  once  each  week.  A 
uniform  plan,  so  far  as  local  conditions  admit,  prevails.  A  desira- 
ble feature  of  the  drill  is  that  pupils  not  only  leave  but  go  away 
from  the  building  at  least  a  half  block.  In  case  of  fire  there  is  fre- 
quently more  danger  on  the  immediate  outside  of  the  building,  than 
on  the  inside.  These  drills  are  not  for  the  purpose  of  emulation  to 
see  which  building  may  make  the  quickest  time,  but  that  pupils  may 
acquire  the  habit  of  calmly  and  expeditiously  leaving  school  in  case 
it  becomes  necessary.  There  are  few  buildings  that  cannot  be 
emptied  in  an  orderly  manner  in  a  minute.  These  drills  have  a 
value  aside  from  the  mere  rapid  dismissal.  If  properly  conduoted 
they  are  a  helpful  device  to  promote  discipline,  and  to  teach  children, 
alertness  and  self-control. 

The  Reading  school  district  has  been  honorably  distinguished 
during  the  past  year  by  the  election  of  the  president  of  the  board, 
Mr,  B.  F.  Hunsicker,  to  the  presidency  of  the  administrative  depart- 
ment of  the  National  Educational  Association;  by  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Henry  W.  Schick  as  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Directors'  Association,  and  by  the  assign- 
ment of  a  number  of  the  teaching  force  on  the  programmes  of  State 
and  national  educational  gatherings.  These  conventions  have  a 
broadening  influence,  and,  in  my  opinion,  are  potential  factors  in 
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the  cause  of  education.  During  the  year  the  board  was  addressed 
by  the  Hon.  Wm.  Geo.  Bruce,  editor  of  the  American  School  Board 
Journal,  and  secretary  of  the  administrative  department  of  the 
National  Educational  Association. 

Many  Reading  teachers  continue  to  be  interested  in  educational 
work.  Teachers'  classes  in  German,  Greek,  arithmetic,  geometry, 
and  calculus,  were  conducted  either  in  the  evening  high  school  or 
taught  by  teachers  of  the  boys*  high  school.  A  nature  study  class 
prospered  and  during  the  year  gave  one  public  lecture  by  Dr.  Wil- 
liam B.  Bad^,  of  the  University  of  California,  on  "Fauna  and  Flora." 
Dr.  Lightuer  Witmer's  Lecture  given  by  the  board  to  the  teachers 
and  parents  of  Reading  was  a  revelation  to  many.  The  nineteenth 
annual  city  institute  in  the  fall  was  instructive  and  inspiring.  The 
lecturers  were:  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  of  Lewisburg.  Dr.  Henry  R.  Pat- 
tengill,  of  Lansing,  Michigan.  !Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris.  Roches- 
ter, New  York,  Prof.  George  W.  Hull,  Millersville,  Pa.,  Prof.  R.  N. 
Marrs,  St.  Louis.  A  delightful  addition  to  the  regular  institute  ex- 
ercises was  the  splendid  music  both  vocal  and  instrumental. 

The  teachers'  library  is  being  constantly  improved.  Especial 
effort  is  being  made  to  collect  all  the  printed  reports  of  the  school 
board  and  of  the  State  and  the  national  departments  of  educations. 
The  leading  educational  periodicals  are  on  file  for  the  use  of  teach- 
ers. The  library  now  numbers  six  hundred  volumes  and  a  small  ap- 
propriation each  year  ought  to  keep  iis  in  touch  with  the  best  edu- 
cational thought. 

Occasional  patriotic  exercises  in  connection  with  the  schools  under 
the  auspices  of  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of 
America,  and  Junior  Mechanics  were  held.  A  flag  raising,  at  the 
new  12-room  building,  located  at  Tenth  and  Green  streets,  brought 
together  thousands  of  people,  and  a  programme  by  singing  by  the 
school  and  addresses  by  prominent  citizens  occasioned  enthusiastic 
interest  and  applause. 

Simultaneously  at  3  P.  M.  on  Friday,  May  27.  1904,  on  the  outside 
of  every  school  building  in  the  city.  McLean  Post,  Xo.  76,  G.  A.  R., 
held  inspiring  exercises  incident  to  Memorial  Day.  Over  forty  ad- 
dresses were  delivered  by  lawyers,  clergymen,  physicians,  business 
men,  bankers,  manufacturers  and  mechanics,  many  of  them  members 
of  the  post.  Singing  and  recitations  by  the  pupils  were  also  a 
feature.  Thousands  of  citizens  were  interested  spectators.  On 
the  Monday  followinng.  May  30,  hundreds  of  school  children  con- 
tributed flowers  to  decorate  the  graves  of  the  soldiers,  and  in  spite 
of  threatening  weather  participated  in  the  memorial  day  parade  and 
marched  with  school  banners  and  flags  to  the  cemetery  to  listen  to 
the  exercises  in  commemdration  of  the  men  who  gave  up  their  lives 
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ia  defense  of  the  republic  during  the  trying  years  of  1861-1865,  and 
again  during  the  humanitarian  struggle  of  1898.  The  remnant  of 
the  great  grand  army  is  rapidly  passing  away  and  it  is  especially  fit- 
ting that  the  school  children  should  help  the  Spanish  War  veterans 
and  the  sons  of  veterans  to  continue  the  custom  of  decorating  sol- 
diers' graves. 

Special  exercises  were  held  in  the  schools  in  honor  of  Washing- 
ton's birthday,  Lincoln's  bithday,  Thanksgiving  day,  Christmas, 
Faster  Day  and  Arbor  Day.  The  annual  public  oratorical  and  essay 
contests  for  gold  medals  open  to  pupils  of  the  graduating  classes  of 
the  high  schools  and  the  exercises  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolu- 
tion in  the  girls'  high  school,  were  also  interesting. 

Another  commendable  work  on  part  of  the  schools  was  the  col- 
lection in  behalf  of  the  fund  to  erect  a  Thaddeus  Stevens  Memorial 
Industrial  School  for  orphan  and  indigent  boys  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  collection  amounted  to  over  three  hundred  dollars.  The  in- 
structive feature  in  connection  with  it  was  that  the  grand  old  com- 
moner and  common  school  champion  was  placed  before  the  school 
children  as  he  probably  never  had  been  before. 

On  the  day  prior  to  Thanksgiving  Day  the  pupils  of  the  schools 
contributed  large  sujjplies  of  provisions  and  |156.59  in  cash  for  hos- 
pitals, orphans'  homes,  and  other  eleemosynary  institutions. 

The  detailed  course  of  study  adopted  last  year  serves  its  purpose 
well.  The  addition  of  French,  commercial  geography  and  United 
States  history  to  the  high  school  courses  enlarges  the  scope  of  these 
schools,  whose  work  deserves  much  commendation.  The  fact  that 
the  high  school  exhibition  work  received  first  prize  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Louisiana  Purchase  Commis- 
sion, is  evidence  that  our  higli  schools  continue  to  be  efficient.  It  is 
only  just  to  add  that  the  work  in  music  and  drawing  were  among  the 
creditable  features  of  this  work. 

The  death  of  Prof.  D.  B.  Brunner,  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the 
boys'  high  school,  removed  one  who  was  prominent  in  educational 
affairs  and  politics  of  Berks  county  for  nearly  half  a  century.  Prof. 
Brunner  was  an  upright,  conscientious  and  painstaking  worker,  and 
many  remember  him  as  an  inspiration,  while  climbing  the  intellect- 
ual ladder.  The  death  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Frantz,  a  member  of  the  board, 
took  from  us  a  worthy  school  administration  man  and  an  exemplary 
citizen. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year  was  12,965. 
Of  these  11.217  were  on  roll  at  the  close  of  the  official  school  year, 
June  1st.  The  highest  number  on  the  list  at  one  time  was  11,871  in 
the  month  of  November.  After  the  Christmas  holidays  the  enroll- 
ment slowly  decreased.     The  average  per  cent,  of  attendance  during 
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the  year  was  80,  an  increase  of  one  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year. 
Sickness  depleted  the  schools  very  much  during  several  months  of 
the  year.  At  one  time  it  was  estimated  that  l.j  per  cent,  of  the 
pupils  of  the  city  were  absent  on  account  of  sickness  with  measles. 
Then,  too,  there  is  considerable  carelessness  on  the  part  of  parents. 
Children  frequently  absent  themselves  for  trifling  matters  with  no 
better  excuse  than  "I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  send  him  in  the 
afternoon,''  or  "I  did  not  wish  to  start  him  at  the  end  of  the  week," 
or  **he  didn't  want  to  go,"  and  so  on.  During  the  year  the 
attendance  officer  investii!:ated  850  cases  of  absence  with  the 
result  that  he  reports  about  100  eases  of  real  truancy  and 
43  incorrigibles.  Several  parents  were  summoned  before  the 
teachers'  committee'  for  neglecting  to  send  their  children  to 
school  and  several  cases  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  solicitor.  This 
has  had  a  salutary  effect,  but,  as  in  other  cities,  it  does  not  cure  the 
evil.  Suspended  pupils  are  often  detained  in  the  superintendent's 
oflBce  for  several  days,  where  they  continue  their  regular  studies 
under  the  direction  of  a  substitute  teacher.  This  in  many  cases  has 
been  helpful  in  dealing  with  unruly  boys  and  girls. 

The  number  of  teachers  June  1st  was  330;  306  in  the  grades  below 
the  high  schools.  The  average  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  was 
34.  The  average  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  in  the  cities  and 
boroughs  of  the  state  was  over  40.  So  far  as  could  be  ascertained 
no  city  has  a  lower  average  than  34.  Averages  ranged  from  34 
to  60.  * 

During  the  year  two  new  buildings — a  12-room  and  a  4-room 
building — were  completed  and  occupied.  Operations  on  the  new 
boys'  high  school  were  begun.  There  are  now  47  buildings,  valued 
at  $1,112,800,  giving  the  board  318  rooms  with  a  comfortable  seating 
capacity  of  13,000,  not  counting  the  high  schools.  They  are  in  ex- 
cellent repair  and  sanitary  condition,  under  the  direction  of  a  su- 
perintendent of  repairs.  The  buildings  are  regularly  fumigated 
by  the  janitors. 

The  changes  made  last  year  have  more  than  fulfilled  expectations. 
The  re-grading  in  spite  of  several  local  drawbacks  has  been  very 
satisfactory,  and  a  disinterested  poll  of  the  teachers  does  not  dis- 
close a  dozen,  who  prefer  to  go  back  to  the  old  plan.  Each  year  will, 
in  my  opinion,  further  corroborate  the  wisdom  of  the  change.  A 
less  rigid  system  of  examination  has  been  helpful  in  many  ways, 
and  a  more  rational  method  of  promotion  has  been  stimulating.  A 
systematic  course  of  study  and  a  flexible  programme  have  unified  the 
work.  Taking  all  in  all,  the  work  has,  I  think,  progressed,  and  I 
close  my  second  year  encouraged  by  the  past  and  hopeful  of  the 
future. 
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SCRANTON— George  W.  Phillips. 


The  school  year  opened  with  the  annual  city  institute,  held  in  the 
high  school  auditorium,  for  the  week  August  31st-September  4th, 
1903. 

The  instructors  were:  Prof.  Will  S.  Monroe,  Pedagogy  and  Psy- 
chology, Westfield,  N.  S.  Mass.;  Miss  Louise  Connolly,  Grade  Super- 
visor, Newark,  N.  J.;  Prof.  Thos.  C.  Blaisdell,  English  Literature 
and  Composition,  High  School,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Miss  Katherine  Long- 
shore, Physical  Culture,  Hazleton,  Pa. 

The  annual  institute  has  undoubtedly  been  of  great  usefulness  in 
formulating  pedagogical  sentiment  among  teachers  and  awakening 
an  educational  interest  in  the  community  where  held.  It  is  abso- 
lutely impossible,  however,  for  any  teacher,  or  number  of  teachers, 
to  sit  for  five  days  under  a  constant  in-pouring  and  be  able  to  thor- 
oughly assimilate.  Undigested  pedagogical  and  psychological 
securities  are  glutting  the  teachers'  market  and  a  change  in 
method  would  seem  to  be  demanded.  The  work  should  not 
be  crowded  into  a  single  week,  but  parts  of  days  taken  at 
the  conven^'ence  of  the  superintendent  according  to  the  needs 
of  the  teachers  and  distributed  throughout  the  year,  would 
give  greater  effectiveness  to  the  plan;  to  meet  this  change  an 
adjustment  could  be  readily  made  under  the  present  law,  applicable 
to  our  city  institutes  without  much  friction. 

Whether  the  best  results  are  obtainable,  so  far  as  the  pupil  is  con 
cerned,  from  present  methods  of  instruction  is  at  least  debatable. 
No  matter  what  course  of  study  may  be  outlined,  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  same  depends  very  largely  upon  the  text-book  that 
the  teacher  must  use,  oftentimes  with  little  voice  in  the  selection. 
To  my  mind,  the  real  issue  is,  how  much  of  any  book  is  to  be  elim- 
inated, or  possibly  enlarged.  Public  sentiment  must  be  educated 
up  to  the  point  that  the  text-book  need  not  be  taught  in  its  entirety 
and  that  an  intelligent  selection  as  to  matter  and  amount  may  be 
made  that  will  not  mean  loss  to  the  taxpayer  or  be  a  reflection  upon 
the  ability  of  the  teacher.  The  time  is  ripe  for  the  discarding  of 
such  subjects  as  do  not  come  within  the  capacity  of  the  child;  in  fact 
the  re^^'ention  of  what  is  incomprehensible  is  destroying  the  elas- 
ticity of  the  child  mind  and  is  the  source  of  much  wonderment  why 
pupils  that  reach  the  high  school  or  upper  grades  of  work  do  not 
respond  readily  to  the  new  conditions.  A  more  judicious  curtain- 
ment,  enlargement  and  elimination  will  not  only  save  time  for  the 
pupil  and  expense  to  the  district,  but  will  add  largely  to  the  pupils' 
mental  power. 

We  have  kept  pace  with  the  work  in  these  branches  and  the  ques- 
tion arises,  whether  it  is  not  feasible  to  combine  much  of  that  which 


No.  6.  SHAMOKIN.  261 

is  now  under  the  supervision  of  several  into  one  department  and 
under  one  supervision.  Tlie  work  in  these  subjects  must  be  done 
by  the  grade  teacher  just  as  the  others  in  the  curriculum,  and  a  co- 
ordination here  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  the  teacher,  a  saving 
of  time  and  certainly  of  expense  without  decreasing  efficiency  in 
any  respect. 

Kindergartens  should  be  so  combined  with  the  primary  grades 
that  there  would  be  no  separate  department,  but  simply  a  beginning 
of  the  course  a  year  earlier  than  six,  and  have  all  the  children  start 
with  this  grade  and  thus  discard  the  differences  that  are  now  being 
made,  or  marked,  in  the  primary  and  so  called  kindergarten  work. 
This  department  will  be  extended  the  coming  year,  and  as  it  has 
come  to  stay,  a  rearrangement  of  conditions  should  be  established. 

Our  high  school  and  kindergarten  departments  were  represented 
at  Saint  Louis.  In  connection  with  these  educational  displays,  Penn- 
sylvania should  make  provision  for  a  permanent  educational  exhibit 
at  Harrisburg.  Suitable  quarters  should  be  provided  in  the  new 
Capitol,  or  provision  made  in  one  of  the  present  State  buildings, 
where  the  entire  system  of  the  State  as  it  exists  in  the  cities,  bor- 
oughs and  country  districts  could  be  intelligently  examined  and 
comparisons  made. 

A  trip  to  Harrisburg  would  afford  an  opportunity  for  seeing  the 
best  work  being  done  in  the  State,  and  this  examination  would  grad- 
ually bring  all  our  work  to  a  much  higher  level. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  a  steady  progression.  There  are 
conditions  existing  that  must  be  changed  before  the  highest  possible 
can  be  attained.  Complaints  and  occasional  fault  finding  arise,  but 
we  must  be  judged  by  the  general  character  of  what  is  being  done 
in  the  school  room  to  equip  the  pupil  for  success  in  after  life.  That 
educational  sentiment  is  growing  in  Scranton  is  shown  by  the  annu- 
ally increased  number  who  present  themselves  for  admittance  to  the 
high  school.  This  latter  institution  is  gradually  approaching  the 
ideal  people's  college. 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  a  very  satisfactory  one  and  a 
high  standard  of  excellence  has  been  maintained  in  all  the  depart- 
ments. In  comparing  the  records  of  this  year  with  those  of  previous 
years,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  our  schools  are  improving. 
However,  we  recognize  the  fact  that  there  is  still  room  for  improve- 
ment. 

The  schools  have  been  almost  free  from  loss  of  time  on  account 
of  contagious  diseases.     Although  we  had  an  epidemic  of  small-pox 
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for  a  period  of  three  mouths  during  the  year,  the  schools  were  little 
effected  by  it.  This  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  precautions 
taken  by  the  board  of  directors  in  fumigating  infected  rooms,  de- 
stroying infected  books,  and  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  vaccination 
law  since  its  enactment.  Out  of  the  one  hundred  thirty-eight  cases 
reported,  only  three  school  children  contracted  the  disease — and 
these  in  a  very  mild  form. 

The  progress  that  has  been  made  in  music  during  the  past  year, 
under  the  efficient  supervision  of  Miss  S.  Margaret  Gee,  is  very  grati- 
fj'ing.  Not  only  have  the  pupils  made  rapid  progress  on  the  technical 
side  of  music,  but  what  seems  more  important  and  desirable  is  the 
fact  that  they  seem  to  have  developed  a  love  for  the  true  and  beauti- 
ful tone  relation.     This  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  lower  grades. 

The  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  school  law  has  been  more  rigid 
than  heretofore.  Our  people  have  been  gradually  educated  to  the 
law.  When  an  attendance  officer  was  appointed,  very  few  parents 
were  found  to  be  violating  its  provisions.  Nearly  all  cases  of  irre- 
gular attendance  investigated  were  found  to  be  due  to  sickness. 
Some  pupils  were  kept  from  school  on  account  of  not  having  proper 
clothing.  It  is  difficult  to  enforce  the  law  when  on  account  of  pov- 
erty or  misfortune  the  parents  are  absolutely  unable  to  provide  the 
necessary  clothing  for  their  children  to  attend  school.  The  class  of 
pupils  that  we  find  especially  difficult  to  deal  with  is  that  made  up 
of  the  habitual  truants  and  incorrigibles  whose  parents  cannot  be 
found,  or  are  practically  worthless  w'hen  found.  To  carry  out  the 
law  effectively  and  reach  this  class  of  cases  which  the  provisions  of 
the  law  clearly  intends  to  reach,  there  should  be  a  truant  school. 

On  Sunday  evening,  June  5,  Rev.  J.  W.  Gilland,  D.  D.,  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Shamokin,  preached  the  Baccalaureate  ser- 
mon to  the  graduating  class  of  the  high  school.  The  commence- 
ment exercises  were  held  in  the  G.  A.  R.  Opera  House  on  Wednesday 
evening,  June  8,  when  sixty-four  young  men  and  women  were  granted 
their  well  merited  diplomas.  Sixteen  members  of  this  class  intend 
tc  enter  higher  institutions  of  learning  next  year. 

The  magnificent  work  being  done  in  preparing  our  pupils  for  more 
advanced  study  is  shown  b}'  the  large  number  of  graduates  from  our 
high  school  entering  colleges  and  the  fine  records  they  make.  The 
following  colleges  and  universities  have  placed  our  high  school  on 
the  accredited  list:  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Lafayette  College, 
State  College,  Lehigh  University,  Dickinson  College,  Bucknell  Uni- 
versity, Wilson  College,  Wellesley  College,  Wells  College,  Cornell 
University,  Syracuse  University,  University  of  Virginia,  Trinity  Col- 
lege, and  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  graduates  of  our  school,  whether  they  prepare  for  further  work 
in  education  or  not,  have  a  good  general  education,  practical  as  pos- 
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sible,  but  at  the  same  time  broad  enough  to  develop  men  and  women 
01  the  highest  type. 

Three  night  schools  were  opened  during  the  year — two  for  boys 
and  one  for  girls.  The  one  for  girls  was  of  short  duration  on  ac- 
count of  small  attendance.  The  schools  for  boys  were  open  for  a 
term  of  four  months  with  an  enrollment  of  125  pupils  and  an  average 
attendance  of  34  pupils.  The  course  of  study  consisted  of  reading, 
writing,  spelling  and  arithmetic.  The  results  were  fairly  satisfac- 
tory. The  great  hindrance  to  successful  work  was  that  of  irregular 
attendance.  It  is  the  one  great  problem  with  which  the  evening 
school  teacher  has  to  deal,  and  the  one  great  obstacle  to  be  over- 
come. Some  boys  who  are  too  tired  after  the  day's  work  remain  at 
home,  while  others  remain  away  for  amusement.  We  have  used 
several  methods  to  create  regular  attendance,  but  it  still  remains 
an  unsolved  problem.  The  most  effective  plan  we  have  used  is  the 
postal  card  system  of  notifying  the  parent  by  mail  every  time  the 
pupil  is  absent.  That  plan  works  well  where  the  parent  takes  the 
necessary  interest  in  the  child,  but  where  that  interest  is  wanting, 
regularity  of  attendance  depends  almost  entirely  upon  the  personal 
attractiveness  of  the  teacher. 

On  Saturday  morning,  June  4,  our  hearts  were  saddened  by  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  death  of  our  friend  and  co-worker,  Mr.  Ambrose 
G.  Haas.  He  died  of  heart  failure  after  a  few  hours  illness,  leaving 
us  the  memory  of  a  busy  and  useful  life  devoted  largely  to  the  cause 
of  education.  For  the  past  fifteen  years  he  held  the  office  of  school 
director,  one  year  of  which  he  was  treasurer  of  the  board,  seven 
years  the  Secretary  and  two  years  president,  which  office  he  held  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Much  that  our  school  system  is  to-day  is  due 
to  his  untiring  and  persistent  efforts  in  behalf  of  education. 

Whatever  success  we  may  have  attained  in  the  schools  during  the 
past  year  is  due  to  the  faithful  teachers,  studious  children,  progres- 
sive and  interested  directors,  an  appreciative  and  sympathetic  com- 
munity, and  the  harmonious  co-operation  of  all. 


SHARON— S.  H.  Hadley,  Superintendent. 


This  is  my  second  annual  report  as  superintendent  of  the  Sharon 
Public  Schools,  and  taking  the  year  as  a  whole.  I  believe  it  has  been 
one  of  improvomeut.  We  started  the  term  with  an  enrollment  the 
lirst  month  of  1.787.  or  an  increase  of  134  over  the  enrollment  of  the 
preceding  year.  Owing  to  an  epidemic  of  smallpox,  last  fall  the 
attendance  in  our  schools  during  the  months  of  November  and  De- 
cember was  very  poor,  but  when  school  iisumed  after  the  holiday 


264  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

vacation,  most  of  our  scholars  were  found  back  in  school  and  our 
teachers  went  to  work  with  a  renewed  zeal  such  as  I  have  never 
seen  before.  The  result  was  that  during  the  last  five  and  one-half 
months  such  work  has  been  done  that  I  may  safely  say  that  more 
work  has  been  done  this  year  than  last.  Our  high  school  this  year 
had  an  enrollment  of  90  pupils,  or  an  increase  over  last  year  of  23 
pupils.  Our  school  library  now  numbers  nearly  three  thousand 
volumes.  The  pupils  of  grades  six,  seven,  eight,  nine  and  high  school 
have  access  to  it.  Over  one  hundred  twenty-five  books  are  given  out 
every  week.  We  have  held  seven  general  meetings  of  the  teachers 
this  year  and  have  made  a  study  of  different  educational  subjects, 
nearly  all  of  the  teachers  taking  some  part  in  the  discussions.  At 
these  meetings  we  have  been  addressed  by  Dr.  I.  C.  Ketler,  President 
of  Grove  City  College,  Supt.  J.  W.  Canon,  of  the  New  Castle  Public 
Schools,  S.  H.  Miller,  of  the  New  Castle  High  School,  Supt.  C.  G. 
Canon,  of  the  South  Sharon  Public  Schools,  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Rankin, 
Sharon,  Pa.  We  feel  that  these  addresses  have  been  a  practical  help 
to  us  as  well  as  an  inspiration  and  we  expect  to  continue  the  custom. 
We  have  also  held  three  meetings  of  the  teachers  of  each  grade  dur- 
ing the  year.  At  these  meetings  we  laid  out  the  work  of  each  grade 
from  time  to  time  and  discussed  the  different  methods  of  presenting 
the  subjects.  The  board  of  directors  have  done  much  during  the 
J  ear  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  public  schools  here  in  providing 
gcod  buildings  and  improving  the  grounds  about  the  buildings.  On 
Jaruary  4th,  1904,  we  occupied  a  new  eight  room  building  and  on 
April  1st  we  occupied  another  new  eight  room  building.  We  have 
now  four  good  eight  room  buildings  and  three  well  built  frame 
buildings.  Work  was  begun  on  April  15th  for  a  new  high  school 
building,  which  is  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  January  1st,  1905. 

In  closing  my  report,  I  wish  to  say  that  too  much  can  not  be  said 
cojjcerning  the  earnest  work  of  our  teachers  as  a  body  and  the  sup- 
port given  me  by  the  teachers  and  the  Board  of  Directors. 


SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


The  work  of  our  schools  for  the  past  year  was  along  the  same  lines 
as  laid  down  in  previous  reports.  It  was,  when  we  take  into  consid- 
eration the  circumstances  which,  more  or  less,  disturbed  the  minds 
of  our  citizens,  quite  satisfactory,  and  very  encouraging.  Our  people 
are  to  be  congratulated  for  the  way  in  which  they  kept  their  chil- 
dren in  school,  with  all  the  trying  circumstances  surrounding  such 
a  contagion.  Our  average  percentage  for  the  term  fell  slightly 
below  93  per  cent,  and  the  results  of  the  year's  work  reached  nearly 
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to  our  general  standard.  While  our  yearly  enrollment  was  not  so 
large  as  the  previous  year,  our  average  monthly  enrollment  and  our 
average  daily  attendance  were  greater  than  any  previous  year.  Our 
first,  second  and  third  primary  grades  and  our  sub-grammar  grade 
were  very  much  crowded  dming  the  entire  term.  So  much  so  that  I 
considered  it  advisable  to  ask  for  eight  new  schools  for  the  coming 
term.  The  request  was  granted,  and  |3(),000  worth  of  4  per  cent, 
bonds  wei-e  issued  to  meet  the  expenses  of  erecting  the  necessary 
school  rooms.  Our  school  boards  have  always  been  willing  and 
ready  to  respond  to  such  needs  of  the  district  as  are  necessary  to 
keep  our  schools  on  a  high  educational  level,  and  they  are  always 
willing  to  do  their  part  toward  elevating  the  standard  of  their 
schools  and  their  teachers.  Our  teachers  displayed  much  energy  and 
carefulness  in  their  work,  thereby  obtaining  good  results.  When 
the  term  closed,  the  district  lost,  by  resignation,  some  of  its  leading 
teachers,  among  whom  was  the  principal  of  our  high  school.  She 
has  been  a  faithful  servant  of  the  district  for  the  past  twenty-six 
years,  the  last  seven  of  which  she  held  the  principalship  of  our  high 
school.  By  her  resignation,  the  district  has  lost  a  careful,  consci- 
entious and  energetic  teacher.  All  of  our  teachers  who  were  appli- 
cants for  re-election  have  been  re-elected  for  the  coming  term. 

On  account  of  the  presence  of  small-pox  in  our  town,  extra  care 
and  precaution  had  to  be  taken  during  part  of  the  term  to  keep  our 
school  rooms  and  grounds  free  from  filth  and  contaminating  sub- 
stances. The  buildings  were  disinfected  twice  each  week  and  were 
fumigated  quite  frequently.  As  a  result,  I  can  report  that  not  one 
of  the  many  cases  of  small-pox  which  have  occurred  in  this  town 
since  last  January,  can  be  traced,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
the  schools. 
Along  the  line  of  building  improvement,  two  of  the  largest  buildings 
were  given  a  double  coat  of  paint  and  two  large  new  steam  boilers 
were  placed  in  the  Lloyd  and  the  White  street  buildings. 

During  the  year  our  evening  schools  came  back  to  their  normal 
condition.  The  spirit  of  unrest  had  disappeared  and  the  pupils 
settled  down  to  educational  work.  They  seemed  to  ai)preciate  the 
opportunities  to  improve  themselves  without  being  required  to  leave 
their  work.  While  the  attendance  was  not  so  large  or  regular  as  it 
should  have  been,  yet  the  results  obtained  wei-e  much  more  encour- 
aging than  the  previous  year. 

As  in  former  years,  our  public  school  library  had  the  patronage  of 
our  reading  public,  until  it  was  closed  by  order  of  the  Board  of 
Health  in  January.  The  circulation  from  the  beginning  of  the  year 
up  to  that  time  compared  favorably  with  the  circulation  of  former 
years.  In  fact,  this  district  has  reasons  to  be  encouraged  with  the 
interest  displayed  by  the  public,  the  high,  the  grammar  and  the  in- 
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tormediate  schools,  in  its  library.  During  the  year  the  library 
trustees  added  about  170  volumes  of  the  latest  works  of  fiction,  his- 
tory and  science  to  our  library. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  K.  Wilt. 


The  past  term  has  been  peaceful,  harmonious  and  successful. 
Without  any  attempt  to  deviate  from  the  usual  or  former  course  of 
instruction,  or  from  previously  adopted  and  well  tried  methods,  we 
aimed  to  promote  the  eflSciency  of  the  course,  and  the  methods  of 
instruction  formerly  inaugurated.  Experience  teaches  that  fami- 
liarity with  a  course  of  instruction,  and  proficiency  in  prevailing 
methods  are  among  the  first  requisites  in  the  practice  of  teaching. 
Too  frequent  changes  and  innovations,  even  if  they  are  in  advance 
of  former  agencies,  are  often  detrimental  to  progress  in  school 
work.     The  "even  tenor  of  the  way"  has  its  good  side. 

All  divisions  and  departments  of  school  work  received  careful  su- 
pervision, but  drawing,  color  work,  animal  and  plant  life,  nature 
study  correlated  with  languages,  and  a  few  other  divisions  of  study, 
being  either  of  recent  introduction,  or  because  of  recent  changes 
in  the  manner  of  their  presentation,  probably  received  more  atten- 
tion than  the  others.  In  the  division  of  study  named  above,  and  in 
the  effort  to  give  the  pupils  a  greater  reading  power,  which  latter 
was  mostly  attempted  by  the  introduction  of  carefully  selected  and 
well  graded  supplementary  reading  books,  the  results  were  beyond 
our  expectation. 

Our  teachers,  with  few  exceptions  have  been  zealous  and  earnest 
in  their  labors.  It  was  with  a  pleasure  to  observe  the  fruits  of  their 
efforts,  and  their  rejoicing  over  the  successful  work  and  the  good 
results  at  the  end  of  the  term. 

The  best  evidence  that  our  teachers  become  more  natural,  more 
real,  more  scientific  in  their  teaching  is  the  fact  that  our  pupils 
acquire  a  wholesome  liking  to  school  work,  that  they  are  anxious  to 
remain  in  school  to  the  very  last  day  of  the  term,  and  that  they  are 
not  heard  to  complain  of  the  fatigue  they  suffer. 

The  health  of  the  school  was  good  during  the  term,  yet  we  had 
to  chronicle  a  few  deaths;  but  sickness  did  not  prevail  to  any  great 
or  alarming  extent. 

The  winter's  cold  was  very  severe,  but  the  heating  apparatuses 
of  the  several  buildings  were  fully  adequate  to  warm  the  rooms. 

Teachers  and  janitors  carefully  looked  after  the  comfort  of  the 
pupils,  so  that  the  school  room  was  at  all  times  regarded  as  an  in- 
viting place  for  the  pupils. 
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All  lejjal  reqiiircmonts  were  thoughtfully  complied  with — the  at- 
tendance law  was  observed  and  enforced  to  the  letter — all  the  chil- 
dren of  the  borough  possessing  the  requisite  physical  qualifications 
were  in  attendance  at  either  the  public  or  the  parochial  schools.  The 
Board  was  successful  in  securing  the  service  of  a  very  efficient  at- 
tendance officer. 

All  former  teachers  have  been  reappointed,  and  all  necessary  pre- 
parations concluded  for  the  coming  term,  ^^'ith  God's  kind  favor 
and  blessing  may  it,  too,  be  successful,  harmonious  and  peaceful. 


SOUTH  SHAEOX— C.  G.  Canon. 


In  this  town  of  new  homes  and  of  marvelous  growth,  it  is  a  pleas- 
ure to  state  that  in  this  my  first  annual  report  also  the  first  in  the 
history  of  these  schools,  that  nothing  of  the  unusual  has  occurred 
that  would  mar  the  record. 

When  the  doors  were  opened  two  (2)  years  ago,  there  were  nearly 
one  thousand  (1,000)  boys  and  girls  waiting  to  step  in — the  most 
cosmopolitan  of  young  people  coming  from  as  many  as  thirteen  (13) 
dilYerent  states  of  the  Union  and  from  no  less  than  nine  (0)  nations 
of  the  world.  Kooms  were  tilled,  grades  established,  work  assigned 
and  begun  in  order  without  a  noticeable  jar.  Thus  the  history  of 
South  Sharon's  new  school  was  fairly  launched. 

Under  such  unusual  conditions,  this  was  largely  due  to  the  careful 
oversight  of  a  board  of  directors  very  anxious  for  a  good  beginning 
and  successful  work,  a  corps  of  efficient,  experienced  teachers,  pre- 
pared for  the  most  difficult  of  tasks  and  to  careful  supervision. 

In  attendance,  one  thousand  seventy-eight  different  pupils  received 
instruction  during  the  year,  nine  hundred  sixt^-five  being  enrolled 
in  one  month,  and  an  average  attendance  of  93  per  cent,  for  the  year. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  in  a  community  like  this  where  there 
is  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  pupils  in  the  primary  grades  and 
their  somewhat  irregular  attendance,  also  the  outbreak  of  small- 
pox in  the  Shenango  A'alley,  we  have  had  a  fairly  good  year  in 
regularity  of  attendance,  which  shows  that  our  teachers  were  in 
close  touch  with  the  homes — the  only  condition  which  will  make 
success  possible  at  all  times. 

In  equipment,  our  buildings  are  the  most  modern  as  to  light,  heat 
and  ventilation,  and  in  all  those  conveniences  which  go  to  make  up 
the  first  class,  modern,  school  building.  The  schools  have  been  sup- 
plied with  a  set  of  the  "New  International  Encyclopediae,"  also  a 
complete  set  of  outline  maps — thus  supplying  mu«h  that  is  needful 
for  successful  work. 
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Our  course  is  of  eifjht  (8)  years  in  the  grades,  with  nine  (9)  month's 
school  to  the  year,  thus  we  are  on  the  same  basis  as  the  best  schools 
of  our  county.  The  wages  are  from  ?40-?.50,  making  it  possible  to 
secure  the  best  of  teachers.  A  new  high  school  was  provided  for  last 
year,  when  we  graduated  a  class  of  three — Mr.  Frank  Clepi)er  and 
the  Misses  Grace  Brauchle  and  Florence  E.  Harry.  The  first  choos- 
ing the  work  of  an  architect,  the  others  entering  Grove  City  College, 
thus  setting  a  most  excellent  example  for  our  future  graduates. 

Transfer  exercises  were  held  at  the  close  of  the  term,  when  twenty- 
four  "A"  grammar  pupils  were  granted  certificates  of  promotion  to 
the  high  school.  The  aim  of  those  exercises  being  to  increase  the 
interest  in  the  advantages  offered  by  such  a  course. 

Dr.  Isaac  C.  Ketler  made  the  address  on  commencement  night 
when  several  hundred  parents,  citizens  and  friends  of  our  schools 
assembled  in  the  Broadway  theatre. 

A  library  open  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  the  schools  has  been  es- 
tablished and  now  contains  a  few  hundred  helpful  books.  There 
being  no  free  public  library  in  the  town,  the  parents  have  begun 
to  visit  our  schools  when  coming  for  this  reading  matter. 

Regular  monthly  meetings  of  all  the  teachers  were  held  during 
the  year,  when  articles  of  interest  from  education  foundations  were 
discussed.  Papers  written  on  special  topics  were  read,  and  grade 
meetings  called  to  help  along  the  different  lines  of  work. 

As  a  new  part  of  the  great  educational  system  of  this  Common- 
wealth, we  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  Department  for  its 
many  kindly  offices  during  the  two  years. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


The  following  figures  indicate  the  gradual  increase  in  the  enroll- 
ment of  our  schools  from  year  to  year: 

1901-2.     1902-3.     1903-4. 

High  school  (four  grades), 194  203  222 

Grammar  schools  (four  grades),  454  496  523 

Primary  schools  (five  grades), 1,342       1,355       1,333 

Totals, 1,990        2,054        2,078 

These  figures  are  significant  in  that  they  show  an  increase  in  the 
high  and  grammar  school  grades  and  a  decrease  in  the  primary 
grades.  The  natural  inference  is  that  a  greater  proportion  of 
pupils  remain  in  school  throughout  the  grades  than  formerly. 

Notwithstanding  the  seA'erity  of  the  winter  and  the  ice-flood  in 
the  Susquehanna  in  March,  the  percentage  of  attendance  for  the 
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term  was  creditable.  lu  19U1-2  the  percentage  was  93.  In  I'JOJ  :> 
it  was  03,  and  in  1903-4  it  was  93i^.  Tlie  tmployment  of  a  competent 
attendance  officer  has  had  much  to  do  with  this  i*egularity  of  at- 
tendance. 

Promotions  are  made  on  the  basis  of  the  work  done  during  the 
year  and  the  Superintendent's  tests,  the  former  counting  two  and 
the  h\tter  one.  The  number  of  promotions  for  the  year  was  slightly 
above  that  of  any  previous  term.  In  the  high  school  with  a  total 
enrollment  of  '2'2'2  pupils,  2UI  or  91  per  cent,  were  promoted.  In  the 
grammar  grades  with  a  total  of  491  pupils,  451  or  about  91  per  cent, 
were  promoted  and  in  the  primary  grades  with  a  total  of  1,331  pupils, 
1,19:1  or  89  per  cent,  were  promoted.  With  the  system  of  grouping  in 
use  in  the  primary  grades,  promotions  are  made  at  any  time  during 
the  term.  In  the  grammar  schools  and  high  school  transfers  are 
made  as  a  rule,  once  a  year. 

The  only  change  made  in  the  course  of  studies  during  the  year  was 
the  introduction  of  algebra  into  the  A  grade  of  the  grammar  schools. 
This  was  done  not  by  adding  another  branch  to  the  already  crowded 
program,  but  the  course  was  so  adjusted  as  to  permit  it  to  follow 
the  subject  of  physiology  at  the  close  of  third  month.  As  a  result  of 
this  step  the  cUijjs  promoted  at  the  close  of  the  term  had  an  advan- 
tage over  its  predecessors  in  that  it  entered  the  high  school  with  a 
fair  knowledge  of  the  elementary  principles  of  algebra. 

Another  advance  step,  though  somewhat  tardily  taken,  was  that 
of  the  employment  of  a  supervisor  in  drawing.  For  several  years 
this  subject  was  included  in  the  course  of  studies  and  such  attention 
was  paid  to  it  as  circumstances  permitted  and  with  such  results  as 
could  be  expected  reasonably,  where  the  teachers  labored  without 
expert  direction.  It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  the  experience  of  the 
year  has  placed  drawing  on  an  entirely  different  plane.  Teachers 
and  pupils  have  received  a  new  interest  in  the  subject  and  the  results 
are  very  apparent. 

During  the  year  about  §400  worth  of  books  were  added  to  the 
Free  Library.  Many  of  these  volumes  were  selected  with  a  view  to 
aid  the  work  of  the  high  and  grammar  school  grades.  The  public 
patronage  of  the  library  was  greater  by  far  than  in  any  previous  year 
in  its  history. 

The  most  marked  material  improvement  of  the  year  was  the  work 
done  on  the  high  school  campus.  An  accomplished  landscape  gar- 
dener was  employed  by  the  board,  and  as  a  result  of  his  efforts  the 
former  unsightly  appearance  of  the  grounds  was  transformed  into 
the  beginnings  of  a  beautiful  park.  Upwards  of  fil,.~00  were  expend- 
ed in  walks  and  trees  and  shrubbery.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the 
opportunity  to  make  the  autumn  Arbor  Day  of  1903  memorable  in 
the  history  of  the  town  as  well  as  in  the  history  of  the  schools. 
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Trees  were  planted  by  each  of  the  classes  in  the  schools  and  by  each 
01  the  graduating  classes  of  the  high  school  from  1884  to  1904.  In- 
spiring Arbor  Day  songs  were  sung,  appropriate  essays  and  recita- 
tions were  recited  by  the  pupils  and  stirring  addresses  were  made 
by  Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart  of  the  State  School  Department  and  I.  C. 
Williams,  Esq.,  of  the  State  Forestry  Commission. 

In  the  months  of  December  and  January  the  schools  prepared  con- 
siderable work  for  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  at  St.  Louis. 
The  subjects  represented  were  arithmetic,  language,  freehand  and 
mechanical  drawing.  Such  efforts  require  time  and  attention  and 
some  educators  seriously'  question  their  value.  While  the  fre- 
quency of  World's  Fairs  in  recent  years  has  made  more  of  a  drain 
on  the  schools  than  is  desirable,  there  is  no  doubt  that  on  general 
principles  the  school  that  prepares  such  work  is  not  the  loser,  either 
in  time  or  energ}'. 

The  monthly  teachers'  meeting  was  maintained  regularly  through- 
out the  term.  ''Educational  Foundations"  was  used  as  the  basis  for 
general  professional  reading  and  at  each  meeting  thoughtful  papers 
bearing  upon  some  definite  school  subject  were  read  and  discussed 
by  the  teachers.  A  unique  feature  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  season 
was  a  social  reception  given  by  the  teachers  to  the  directors  and 
their  wives.  This  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  pleasant  as  well  as 
one  of  the  most  profitable  educational  meetings  held  in  Steelton  for 
many  a  day.  Two  educational  rallies  were  held  during  the  year. 
Over  1,200  printed  invitations  were  sent  out  to  the  heads  of  families 
and  in  most  instances  these  invitations  were  honored  by  the  presence 
of  the  recipients.  At  these  rallies  the  subjects  presented  and  dis- 
cussed had  a  direct  bearing  on  the  intimate  relations  existing  be- 
tween the  home  and  the  school. 

The  exercises  incidental  to  the  closing  of  the  schools  were  fully 
up  to  the  standard  of  former  years.  They  were  attended  by  audi- 
ences limited  in  numbers  only  by  the  seating  capacity  of  the  com- 
modious high  school  auditorium.  On  the  evening  of  May  20th  a 
large  class  was  promoted  to  the  high  school  in  the  presence  of  an  ap- 
preciative audience  of  parents  and  friends.  A  feature  of  the  occa- 
sion was  the  presentation  of  a  ladder  to  the  incoming  class  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  senior  class.  This  ladder  had  but  four  rungs  each  sym- 
bolic of  a  year's  work  in  the  completion  of  the  common  school  course. 
The  address,  which  was  very  practical  in  its  character,  was  made 
by  Rev.  C.  Stork  Jones. 

At  the  annual  commencement  held  on  the  evening  of  May  25th,  a 
class  of  34  was  graduated  from  the  high  school.  Well  prepared 
exercises  were  given  by  the  class  and  an  able  address  was  delivered 
by  Dr.  James  H.  Morgan  of  the  faculty  of  Dickinson  College. 

The  final  closing  exercise  was  the  public  meeting  given  under  the 
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auspices  of  tlio  Ili^'h  School  Alumni  Association  on  the  evening  of 
May  2Gth.  This  was  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  organization 
of  the  association  and  an  interes.tiug  history  was  read  by  Miss 
Edith  G.  Steese  of  the  class  of  1892. 

Prof.  F.  H.  GixH^n,  of  the  West  Chester  State  Xormal  School,  was 
the  honorary  orator  on  this  occasion.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
literary  and  musical  program  the  annual  banquet  was  served. 


SUNBURY— Ira  Shipman. 


One  great  need  in  educational  work  of  to-day  is  a  more  general 
understanding  of  what  a  public  school  system  should  include.  It 
is  not  sufficient  that  the  mind  alone  shall  be  developed — children 
must  be  taught  how  to  do  as  well  as  what  to  do.  The  question  which 
nearly  every  one  must  answer  at  some  time  is  not.  how  much  do  you 
know  but  what  can  jou  do?  If  we  fail  to  recognize  this  demand, 
we  send  out  of  our  schools  children  only  half  equipped  for  the  battle 
of  life. 

During  the  past  five  to  ten  years,  some  cities,  wishing  to  take  an 
advance  step  banished  the  rod  from  the  schools.  Moral  suasion  was 
to  rule  and  reach  every  case.  It  has  been  tried  and  found  wanting. 
Judges  of  courts  might  as  well  be  expected  to  banish  crime  by  giving 
criminals  moral  lectures,  as  for  teachers  to  be  expected  to  govern 
their  schools  without  occasionally  taking  hold  of  a  saucy,  impudent 
pupil. 

People  who  talk  much  and  think  little  say,  why  don't  teachers  pro- 
hibit this  or  prevent  that?  Teachers  do  try  to  prevent  breaches 
of  discipline,  but  pupils  are  more  or  less  wayward  and  do  wrong  acts 
more  from  habit  than  from  motive  or  from  malice. 

Some  cities  are  making  as  much  of  an  eft'ort  to  have  the  use  of 
the  rod  resto'-ed  as  they  made  a  few  years  ago  to  have  it  laid  on  the 
shelf.  The  old  statement,  "Legal  suasion  may  frighten  to  com- 
pliance, but  moral  suasion  rules  the  will."  has  in  it  good  advice,  but 
lacks  power  to  execute.  Moral  suasion  mixed  with  legal  suasion 
brings  about  best  results. 

The  discipline  in  nearly  all  of  the  Sunbury  schools  is  good,  in  some 
very  good.  The  rod  is  judiciously  used,  but  not  wholly  dispensed 
with.  Suspension  of  pupils  punishes  parents  about  as  much  as  it 
punishes  pupils.  Parents  not  being  the  offenders  we  endeavor  to 
reiluce  suspension  to  a  minimum. 

Just  what  makes  discipline  more  troublesome  now  than  years  ago. 
I  do  not  know.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  spirit  of  the  times  is 
the  greatest  factor.     Dancing,  foot  ball  and  sociables  engage  a  large 
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part  of  the  time  of  young  people,  as  well  as  of  those  of  more  mature 
age.  Many  parents  indirectly  countenance  and  encourage  these 
pastimes.  There  is  anothtT  class  of  parents  who  are  greatly  worried 
because  their  sons  and  daughters  are  in  touch  with  such  influences. 
It  is  also  true,  that  parents  who  countenance  such  recreations  are 
the  ones  who  raise  the  greatest  protests  when  their  children  are  not 
promoted. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month. 
"Educational  Foundations"  formed  the  basis  of  study  and  discus- 
sion. Dictation  exercises  in  drawing  formed  an  interesting  feature 
of  the  meetings.  IMost  of  the  teachers  were  very  regular  in  attend- 
ance. 

The  following  topics  were  discussed  at  one  meeting:  (1)  What 
should  be  the  chief  aim  or  purpose  of  the  free  school?  (2)  The  for- 
mal steps  in  conducting  a  recitation.  (3)  In  grading  papers,  should 
allowance  be  made  for  principle,  if  answers  are  wrong?  (4)  To  w^hat 
extent  should  reading  be  permitted  in  geography,  history  and  phy- 
siology recitations?  (5)  The  use  of  maps  in  teaching  geography  and 
history.     (6)  History  of  education. 

Of  all  the  pupils  who  enter  the  public  schools  only  about  10  per 
cent,  continue  beyond  the  grammar  grade,  and  only  about  2  per 
cent,  continue  long  enough  to  complete  a  four  years'  high  school 
course.  We  thus  see  that  about  90  per  cent,  are  compelled  to  leave 
school  with  no  greater  educational  advantages  that  those  afforded 
in  the  first  eight  or  nine  years.  (Question)  For  whom  should  any 
school  system  be  especially  planned,  for  10  per  cent,  of  the  people  or 
for  90  per  cent,  of  them? 

Schools  are  somewhat  censurable  for  laying  too  much  stress  upon 
the  higher  branches  to  the  disadvantage  of  a  more  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  so-called  common  branches.  Too  many  pupils  are  gradu- 
ated from  high  schools,  who  have  a  smattering  of  several  higher 
branches,  but  who  cannot  speak,  read,  write  and  spell  creditably  in 
their  native  tongue. 

June  19th,  1904,  a  grade  was  established  between  the  grammar 
grade  and  the  high  school,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  pupils  an  oppor- 
tunity to  complete  the  common  school  branches  in  a  more  satisfac- 
tory manner,  and  to  better  prepare  them  for  high  school  work.  The 
chief  objection  to  the  new  grade  was,  that  it  would  require  one  ad- 
ditional years'  work  for  graduation.  Too  many  lost  sight  of  the  fact 
that  they  were  getting  one  additional  year's  schooling  almost  free 
of  cost.  Opinions  have  changed  and  the  wisdom  of  establishing  the 
intermediate  grade  is  now  generally  admitted. 

We  are  now  in  a  position  to  extend  the  high  school  curriculum,  a 
step  which  will  be  taken  the  coming  year.  The  course  will  be 
strengthened  along  the  lines  of  literature,  language,  science  and  com- 
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mercial  studies,  to  such  an  extent  that  our  high  school  will  rank 
as  tirst  class. 

The  chief  interference  with  progress  was  sickness  of  teachers  and 
pupils.  Never  before  did  so  much  sickness  prevail  among  our  corps 
of  teachers. 

Since  the  minimum  salary  bill  has  become  operative  the  employ- 
ment of  supply  teachers  at  nominal  wages  must  be  abandoned.  The 
coming  year  Suubury  schools  will  be  closed  when  teachers  must  be 
absent  on  account  of  illness  or  other  equally  good  reason,  providing 
such  absence  does  not  continue  longer  than  three  days. 

The  mouths  of  December,  January  and  February  will  long  be  re- 
membered on  account  of  cold  weather.  At  times  the  thermometer 
was  twenty  degrees  below  zero.  Even  though  the  winter  of  1903-4 
was  the  longest  and  coldest  for  many  years,  the  cost  of  fuel  for 
1903-4  was  §150  less  than  for  the  preceding  year.  In  every  depart- 
ment the  strictest  economy  in  harmony  with  real  needs  was  practiced. 

Nearly  all  of  our  teachers  did  creditable  work;  a  few  were  dissatis- 
fied with  their  positions  and  did  work  accordingly.  What  can  be 
expected  of  teachers  who  assert  that  they  will  teach  proportional  to 
their  pay?  They  never  get  enough  pay  and  of  course  never  do  cred- 
itable teaching. 

The  instruction  in  music  was  continued  under  the  special  super- 
vision of  Miss  Clara  A,  Wheeler.  Some  opposition  to  music  was  ap- 
parent for  a  while,  bur  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  results  are  very 
satisfactory,  and  that  practically  no  opposition  now  exists. 

During  the  past  year  we  had  no  supervisor  of  drawing.  In  our 
drawing  work  we  lay  about  equal  stress  upon  drawing  from  obser- 
vation, from  dictation  and  from  copy.  The  results  have  been  credit- 
able. 

For  four  years  I  taught  regularly  from  three  to  four  periods  daily, 
but  during  the  past  year  I  was  relieved  of  that  duty,  and  as  a  result 
was  able  to  keep  closer  supervision  over  the  grade  work.  I  made 
SIX  hundred  and  forty-four  ^044)  visits  to  schools,  held  thirty-three 
(33)  teacher's  meetings  and  spent  one  hundred  and  forty-five  (145) 
days  in  oftice  work. 

The  society  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  again  awarded 
prizes  for  the  best  essay  written  upon  some  theme  bearing  upon  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  prizes  were  awarded  to  Myra  R.  Hackett 
and  Ethel  M.  llenry. 

The  W.  C.  T.  U.  presented  to  the  high  school  a  fine  portrait  of 
Francis  E.  Willard.  the  temperance  leader  and  organizer,  who  died  in 
1898.  This  portrait  adds  materially  to  the  proper  environment  of 
any  school  room. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  held  May  27th.  in  the  Chestnut 
18— f^l904 
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Street  Opera  House,  at  which  time  thirty-one  (31)  students  received 
diplomas.  Supt.  L.  E.  McGiunes,  of  the  Steelton  schools,  made  a 
very  pleasing  and  appropriate  address,  after  which  he  presented  the 
diplomas.  The  graduating  class  next  year  will  number  about  thirty- 
five  (35). 

Sunbury  schools  contributed  f 26.66  to  ihe  Thaddeus  Stevens  Me- 
morial fund.  The  founding  of  an  industrial  school  for  bo3s  is  a 
most  commendable  undertaking,  and  should  receive  the  support  of 
every  school  district  in  the  State. 

The  contribution  most  cheerfully  made,  was  the  one  to  aid  in  de- 
fraying the  e:ipenses  of  the  teachers'  friend  and  sympathizer,  Henry 
Houck,  to  Eur-ope  and  the  Holy  Land.  We  hope  he  may  live  long 
enough  for  us  to  contribute  again. 

For  several  years  the  school  board  rented  a  piano.  The  grad- 
uating class  of  1904  conceived  the  idea  of  i)urchasing  a  new  one  and 
presenting  it  to  the  school.  By  subscriptions,  personal  contribu- 
tions, and  one  or  two  entertainments  they  secured  the  necessary 
amount  of  monej'.  March  24th,  1904,  the  class  placed  a  new  Ivers 
and  Pond  piano  in  the  high  school  for  future  use.  They  deserve 
much  credit  for  so  useful  and  needful  a  gift. 

The  school  board  put  itself  upon  record  as  being  firm  in  having 
parents  comply  with  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  Several  parents 
were  pursued,  some  paid  their  fines,  others  went  to  jail,  but  all  of 
them  sent  their  children  to  school.  Some  of  the  reasons  for  non- 
attendance  assigned  and  deduced  at  the  hearings  were  as  follows: 
Did  not  like  the  teacher;  did  not  have  suitable  clothes;  thought  they 
had  a  right  to  do  as  they  pleased  with  their  children;  the  children 
were  needed  to  pick  coal  and  run  errands;  their  conception  of  educa- 
tion was  so  inferior  that  they  could  see  no  good  resulting  from  a  lib- 
eral education.  The  object  in  pursuing  for  non-attendance  is,  not 
the  punishment  of  those  who  act  in  good  faith,  but  to  secure  more 
regular  attendance,  and  to  aid  the  children  of  parents  who  through 
negligence  or  stubborness  insist  upon  keeping  their  children  out  of 
school. 

Having  been  connected  with  the  Sunbury  public  schools  as  teacher, 
county  superintendent  or  borough  superintendent  for  twenty-nine 
years,  I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  the  branches  of  study  in  all  grades 
were  never  more  thoroughly  taught  than  at  the  present  time.  That 
the  methods  differ  from  those  used  years  ago  is  no  evidence  of  weak- 
ness. We  used  to  ride  in  truck-wagons,  now  we  ride  in  automobiles. 
We  do  not  condemn  either  vehicle,  because  each  serves  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  intended.  Education  does  not  unfit  a  person  for  his 
life  work,  but  develops  him  for  more  and  better  work.  We  have  no 
reason  to  be  discouraged  as  long  as  the  tendency  is  upward  even 
though  the  pace  be  slow. 
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Tupils  have  gradually  learned  that  the  eollr^^e  of  study  must  be 
completed  iu  a  satisl'aetory  manner,  creditable  alike  to  themselves 
and  to  the  school.  Success  in  any  line  of  work  depends  very  much 
upon  how  much  of  ourselves  we  put  into  it,  and  school  teaching  is  no 
exception  to  this  general  rule.  A  teacher  who  is  not  satistied  or 
content  with  his  or  her  position  should  resign,  and  not  stand  iu  the 
line  of  progress  of  hf ty  (50)  boys  and  girls. 

It  is  not  true  that  just  any  one  can  teach  children  successfully. 
We  need  the  very  best  teachers  we  can  get  in  the  tirst  four  grades. 
Usually  the  higher  the  grade  the  higher  the  salary.  For  the  best 
interests  of  the  school  it  would  pay  better  to  advance  the  salary  in 
the  lower  grades,  than  to  advance  the  teacher  in  the  grades. 

The  past  year  has  been  noted  for  harmonious  meetings  of  the 
board.  When  dilierences  of  opinion  arose  those  in  the  minority 
always  yielded  to  the  majority  without  murmur  or  ill  fc^'ling.  The 
management  of  the  meetings  was  business  like  and  firm,  yet  it  lacked 
that  air  of  authority  so  prominent  before.  During  the  five  years 
that  1  have  met  with  the  board,  this  year  was  the  freest  from  friction 
and  agitation. 

Thanking  all  for  support  and  co-operation,  and  hoping  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  present  conditions,  I  respectfully  submit  this,  my  fifth 
annual  report. 


TAMAQUA— K.  F.  Ditchburn. 


''Blessed  is  the  country  that  hath  no  history."  This  may  hold  with 
a  country  but  I  do  not  know  how  blessed  or  otherwise  it  may  hold 
with  schools,  here  a  state  of  stagnation  very  likely  means  awaiting 
to  be  buried,  which  1  think  is  far  from  the  condition  of  the  Tanuuiua 
schools.  Now,  although  during  the  past  term  we  did  not  burn  up 
the  Schuylkill,  discover  the  North  pole,  or  paralyze  mankind  gen- 
erally, yet  I  tliink  we  did  good  work,  and  did  well,  the  work  and  con- 
duct of  our  pupils  were  very  satisfactory,  our  teachers  were  in  earn- 
est and  our  school  board  liberal  and  quiet.  So  liberal  that  they 
built  an  annex  to  one  of  our  buildings  and  thus  gave  us  four  more 
schools. 

Just  think  of  it,  eight  years  ago  we  had  sixteen  schools,  now  we 
have  thirty-two.  How  is  that  for  progress?  Eight  years  ago  the 
average  monthly  attendance  was  982,  last  term  it  was  1,448.  Eight 
years  ago  the  average  number  of  pupils  to  ji  teacher  was  (51,  last  term 
it  was  45.  So  you  see  the  sin  of  overcrowding  is  not  so  sinful  as  it 
used  to  be,  and  I  hope  it  will  keep  on  growing  iK'autifuUy  less. 

During  the  ])ast  term  we  introduced  literature  into  our  high  school 
and  the  pupils  took  kindly  to  it.  We  also  gave  a  great  deal  more 
attention  to  language.     Not  by  introducing  goody,  goody  little  text 
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books  ou  language  lessons,  but  by  having  the  pupils  talk  aud  write 
about  their  lessous.  This  method  is  better  than  the  book  method 
and  easier,  especially  when  half  the  pupils  are  girls. 

We  increased  our  library  by  the  addition  of  some  50  volumes, 
chieliy  liteiary  works  such  as  English  and  American  poets  of  these 
32  volumes 

On  Monday  evening  June  20th,  our  school  board  met  and  employed 
all  the  old  corps  of  teachers. 

Our  schools  closed  June  28th,  completing  our  200  days.  On  the 
evening  of  same  day  we  held  our  commencement  exercises  and  eight 
beautiful  young  ladies  and  five  bashful  young  gentlemen  were 
granted  diplomas.  The  usual  public  crush  was  on  hand  and  by  con- 
duct and  applause  seemed  to  be  well  pleased  with  the  work  done. 


TAYLOR— M.  J.  Lloyd. 


This  my  first  annual  report  is  rather  a  statement  of  the  con- 
ditions and  work  of  reconstructing  and  organizing  the  schools  as 
well  as  we  were  able,  under  the  crowded  conditions  of  the  various 
buildings.  We  are  in  need  of  one  central  building  to  which  the 
more  advanced  pupils  could  be  promoted  from  the  several  outlying 
buildings,  thereby  relieving  those  places  of  the  numerous  grades  that 
prevent  the  accomplishment  of  better  results. 

The  acquisition  of  additional  territory  from  the  adjacent  township 
of  Minooka  on  the  East,  and  from  the  borough  of  Old  Forge  on  the 
South  West,  placed  under  the  management  of  the  board  two  addi- 
tional two-room  buildings  and  necessitated  the  erection  of  one  two- 
room  building  to  accommodate  the  community  of  Lincoln  Heights. 

We  now  have  eight  school  buildings  remotely  situated  from  one 
another  in  order  to  accommodate  the  several  small  communities  of 
which  Taylor  is  composed. 

This  one  central  building  would  take  the  place  of  the  two  old  build- 
ings which  now  so  poorly  serve  the  more  populous  community  of 
Taylor.  To  this  building  the  more  advanced  pupils  of  the  several 
outlying  schools  could  be  promoted  and  in  which  could  be  offered  a 
high  school  course  that  would  be  a  strong  incentive  for  our  young 
people  to  remain  in  school  longer  than  thej  do. 

These  conditions  and  needs  were  at  various  times  during  the  year 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  board  of  directors  until  they  were 
fully  convinced  that  ample  room  must  be  provided  to  relieve  the  con- 
gested conditions  of  the  schools. 

At  some  previous  year,  plans  had  been  selected  for  a  modern  up- 
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to-date,  ten  room  brick  building'  in  which  are  provided  suitable  offi- 
cial rooms  and  a  spacious  auditorium. 

As  the  cost  of  erectin<2;  such  a  structure  would  mean  an  expendi- 
ture of  nearly  .|40,()00,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  authorize  a  special 
election  by  which  the  tax-payers  could  be  given  the  privilege  of  ex- 
pressing by  their  votes  their  approval  or  disapproval  of  bonding  the 
borough  for  such  an  amount. 

A  campaign  of  fully  educating  the  people  to  the  superior  advan- 
tages that  such  a  building  would  offer  to  the  youth,  was  inaugurated 
by  the  directors  and  the  suyjerintendent.  Printed  circulars  con- 
taining facts  pertaining  to  the  needs  of  better  school  accommoda- 
tions, and  of  arguments  to  controvert  the  statements  in  opposition 
to  the  proposed  plans,  were  placed  into  every  home  in  the  borough. 
Strong  articles  in  favor  of  the  proposition  appeared  from  time  to 
time  in  the  local  press.  All  of  which,  no  doubt,  wielded  a  potent 
influence  in  moulding  public  opinion  favorable  to  the  proposition. 
The  special  election  took  place  July  21st,  and  the  results  showed  that 
the  proposition  to  bond  the  borough  for  the  amount  asked  was  car- 
ried by  a  substantial  majority. 

With  this  building  assured  us,  we  can  safely  say  that  the  educa- 
tional barometer  of  Taylor  borough,  has  reached  its  lowest  point, 
and  that  the  youth  of  this  community  will  henceforth  receive  the  ad- 
vantages at  home  which  they  were  compelled  to  seek  elsewhere. 

Previous  to  the  election  of  a  superintendent,  the  schools  received 
little  or  no  supervision.  Each  teacher  did  that  which  she  thought 
best.  Some  branches  were  unduly  emphasized  at  the  expense  of 
others,  while  a  few  were  somewhat  ignored. 

Promotions  were  made  oftentimes  for  reasons  other  than  merit, 
thereby  forcing  pupils  to  take  subjects  beyond  their  years  and  un- 
derstanding. There  was  a  medley  of  text-books,  too  many  of  one 
kind  and  not  enough  of  another. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  superintendent,  a  course  of  study  was 
adopted.  The  schools  were  entirely  re-organized  and  graded.  A 
uniform  system  of  text  books  was  selected  and  adopted. 

The  seats  in  ten  school  rooms  were  reversed  that  pupils  might  not 
sit  facing  the  light.  Large  arva  of  black  board  surface  was  placed 
in  many  rooms  that  heretofore  were  lacking.  Old  boards  were  low- 
ered and  placed  where  their  space  could  be  fully  utilized  by  the 
classes.     Language  books  were  introduced  into  the  proper  grades. 

A  syllabus  of  each  month's  work  was  made  and  sent  to  the  teach- 
ers that  there  might  be  no  misunderstanding  the  work  outlined  in 
the  course  of  study.  This  secured  uniformity  of  work,  breadth  and 
scope  in  the  subject  matter  to  be  taught. 

Examination  questions  covering  the  work  of  each  month  were 
sent  to  the  teachers.     This  secured  uniformitv  of  work  where  several 
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teachers  tau<i:lit  the  same  grade  of  work,  and  a  closer  adherence  to 
the  course  of  study.  It  also  urged  the  pupils  and  teachers  to  greater 
effort  and  placed  the  parents  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the  schools. 

Monthly  meetings  were  held  by  the  teachers.  In  these  meetings 
were  discussed  subjects  of  school  management  and  the  best  methods 
of  teaching  the  various  branches.  Classes  were  brought  before  the 
teachers  and  taught  by  those  who  had  become  more  or  less  skilled  in 
their  line  of  work.  This  feature  proved  to  be  of  great  value  to  the 
ycunger  teachers. 

A  local  institute  was  held  in  the  Archbald  neighborhood.  As  the 
session  was  held  in  the  evening^ many  peojjle  were  present  and  mani- 
fested deep  interest  in  the  talks  given  and  the  papers  read  and  dis- 
cussed. It  proved  an  excellent  means  by  which  the  people  of  that 
locality  were  brought  to  sympathize  and  appreciate  the  work  of  the 
teachers. 

Our  total  enrollment  was  1,532  pupils. 

Our  teachers  are  well  paid.  |40,00  is  the  lowest  salary  received 
per  month.  The  teachers  manifest  an  earnest  desire  to  do  good 
work  and  to  improve  themselves  in  their  profession. 

Bi-weekly  meetings  to  perfect  their  knowledge  of  the  various 
branches,  were  held  throughout  the  year.  These  were  conducted 
under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent.  The  good  resulting  from 
this  work  was  attested  to  by  the  increased  efficiency  in  the  class 
room  and  also  by  the  higher  marks  attained  in  the  examinations  for 
certificates. 

The  examination  for  teachers'  certificates  was  a  more  strenuous 
test  than  what  was  given  the  year  previous.  Only  six  provisional 
<jertificates  are  now  held  by  our  teachers.  All  others  have  perma- 
nent certificates  or  normal  diplomas.  During  the  year  an  earnest 
effort  was  made  to  enforce  the  compulsory  attendance  law. 

The  town  constable  was  appointed  to  act  as  truant  officer.  The 
■ncreased  attendance  throughout  the  schools  attested  to  the  excel- 
lence of  his  service. 

Evening  schools  were  conducted  during  the  winter  months.  Five 
rooms  were  in  operation.  The  total  enrollment  numbered  275.  At 
the  end  of  the  third  month,  it  was  necessary  to  close  four  rooms  for 
lack  of  sufficient  attendance.  One  room,  however,  was  kept  open 
four  months.  Reading,  writing,  spelling  and  arithmetic  w^ere  the 
subjects  taught.  More  good  might  be  accomplished  if  regular  at- 
tendance could  be  secured. 

Our  schools  closed  June  .3rd,  Avith  appropriate  exercises,  the  first 
in  the  history  of  the  borough.  Diplomas  on  the  common  branches 
were  presented  to  a  class  of  eleven.  Those  young  people  will,  no 
doubt,  return  to  take  up  the  higher  branches  next  year.  After  the 
exercises  of  the  class  consisting  of  orations,  essays  and  declama- 
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tions,  a  beautiful  cantata  was  reudoi-ed  by  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth 
j^rade  pupils.  Two  hours  were  occupied  in  rendering  this  charming 
production.  It  was  delightfully  received  by  the  large  and  appre- 
ciative audience  that  was  present. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
board  of  education  for  the  cordial  support  that  was  given  to  every 
reasonable  suggestion  offered  by  me  for  the  advancement  of  the 
schools. 

With  a  few  years  of  such  strenuous  effort  as  was  put  forth  last 
year  by  both  officials  and  teachers,  the  schools  of  Taylor  will  cer- 
tainly attain  a  high  state  of  efficiency. 


TITUSVILLE— Henry  Pease. 


Nothing  of  general  interest  to  the  educational  workers  of  the 
State  has  occurred  in  the  schools  of  this  city  during  the  last  year, 
with  the  exception  of  an  effort  to  introduce  more  individual  work  in 
place  of  so  much  class  instruction.  We  have  been  more  than  satis- 
fied with  the  results,  and  we  are  convinced  that  there  is  much  to  he 
done  for  slow  pupils  by  this  plan.  While  it  is  not  a  cure-all  for  the 
ills  of  the  graded  system,  it  goes  a  long  way  towards  reducing  the 
evils  to  a  minimum.  Like  everything  else,  it  must  be  introduced 
with  care  and  moderation,  so  as  not  to  disturb  other  good  plans. 

Our  school  board  is  preparing  to  submit  to  the  people  of  the  city 
a  proposition  to  bond  the  district  for  $7o,000.00  for  the  purpose  of 
ei-ecting  and  equipping  a  manual  training  high  school. 


TYRONE— I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger. 


During  the  year  we  have  been  doing  steady  work.  We  have  re- 
vised our  course  of  study  and  defined  the  work  so  that  there  is  a  sys- 
tematic partition  of  time  and  correlation  of  studies.  We  have 
strengthened  our  course  in  English  in  all  grades.  Arithmetic  we 
carry  through  all  the  grades  to  the  senior  year  in  the  high  school. 

At  the  opening  of  our  schools  last  year  we  arranged  to  fully  en- 
force the  comjjulsory  attendance  law,  with  the  result  that  within  a 
few  weeks  after  the  schools  opened  but  few  children  within  the 
borough  were  not  enrolled.  Then  the  Board  of  Health  called  upon 
us  to  enforct^  the  vaccinal  ion  law,  and  after  giving  four  weeks  in 
which  (()  coMiply  widi  tlic  law.  we  found  that  about  three  hundred 
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pupils  had  not  been  successfully  vaccinated,  or  had  entirely  ignored 
the  requirement.  Under  the  law  we  were  compelled  to  refuse  these 
pupils  further  admission  except  on  the  presentation  of  satisfactory 
certificates.  Of  the  three  hundred  refused  admission  two  hundred 
sixty  returned.  I  might  say  that  the  ones  most  in  need  of  educa- 
tional training  were  the  very  ones  who  failed  to  comply  with  the  law. 
However,  a  few  months  later,  after  ten  or  twelve  cases  of  small-i)ox 
broke  out  among  our  i)eople,  the  law  was  more  fully  complied  with 
voluntarily. 

The  Kound  Table  Conference  of  the  superintendents  and  principals 
of  Central  Pennsylvania  was  held  here  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  Jan- 
uary 22  and  23.  The  sessions  were  confined  alone  to  educational  sub- 
jects.    The  sessions  were  well  attended,  interesting  and  profitable. 

Teacher's  local  institutes  were  held  both  here  and  at  Bellwood. 
To  my  mind,  local  institutes  when  so  conducted  as  to  enlist  the 
acctive  co-operation  of  teachers  in  the  exchange  of  actual  school- 
room exjieriences,  result  in  great  good  both  to  teachers  and  pupils. 
Parents  attending  are  led  to  know  and  appreciate  the  teachers  effort 
in  behalf  of  their  children,  and  thus  induced  to  co-operate  to  the 
mutual  benefit  of  both  teacher  and  school. 

The  third  annual  junior  oratorical  exercises  were  held  in  the 
Academy  of  Music  on  Tuesday  evening  May  24.  Three  prizes  in  gold 
pieces  to  the  value  of  twenty-five  dollars  are  contested  for  by  repre- 
sentatives of  the  junior  class  elected  by  its  members.  These  con- 
tests have  become  a  most  interesting  part  of  our  commencement 
exercise. 

The  average  enrollment  for  the  high  school  during  the  year  was 
15G.  This  is  about  ten  per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment  in  our 
schools.  The  graduating  class  numbered  fourteen.  Ten  were  grad- 
uated from  the  commercial  school,  and  four  in  the  classical  course. 


WAYNESBORO— J.  H.  Reber. 


The  public  schools  of  Waynesboro  closed  a  year  of  successful  work 
on  Thursday,  May  12.  The  corps  of  teachers  as  a  whole  was  an  ex- 
cellent one.  As  given  in  the  statistical  report  already  submitted,  of 
the  twenty-nine  teachers  emploj'ed,  two  are  college  graduates,  four- 
teen are  normal  graduates,  and  the  remainder  hold  permanent  certi- 
ficates. While  we  do  not  claim  perfection,  j-et  we  do  feel  confident 
that  the  work  of  our  schools  has  been  well  done.  The  school  j-ear 
has  been  a  pleasant  one  and  a  high  standard  of  excellence  has  been 
maintained  and  substantial  progress  has  been  shown  in  every  depart- 
ment. 
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The  Phonic-Synthetic-Word  method  oi  teaching  reading  was  intro- 
duced into  the  primary  grades  three  years  ago.  The  results  seem  to 
justify  every  reasouable  claim  that  has  been  made  for  it.  Instead  of 
leaving  the  pupil  helpless  iu  the  presence  of  the  new  word,  he  is  given 
power  to  pronounce  it  without  assistance  from  the  teacher.  This 
method  makes  the  child  independent.  Much  time  is  saved,  better 
.expression  obtained,  and  better  results  in  spelling  are  secured. 

Within  recent  years  some  changes  have  been  made  in  the  high 
school  courses  of  study  with  apparently  good  results.  Two  years 
ago  a  complete  commercial  course  was  introduced.  This  course  is 
parallel  with  the  other  courses  of  the  school,  the  first  year's  work 
being  the  same;  the  second  year  it  embraces  rhetoric,  Latin^  commer- 
cial arithmetic,  algebra,  civil  government,  botany,  English  composi- 
tion, spelling,  bookkeeping  and  vocal  music;  the  third  year,  Latin, 
Algebra,  geometry,  general  history,  English  history,  English  compo- 
sition, spelling,  vocal  music,  bookkeeping,  business  correspondence, 
stenography  and  typewriting;  the  fourth  year,  literature,  geometry, 
political  economy,  physics,  English  composition,  spelling,  vocal 
music,  commercial  law,  stenography  and  typewriting. 

During  the  year  more  than  four  hundred  volumes  were  added  to 
,  our  public  school  library.  We  now  have  an  excellent  working  library 
of  more  than  a  thousand  volumes.  In  the  selection  of  books  a 
special  effort  is  made  to  get  the  very  best  and  such  as  are  suited  to 
all  grades  in  our  schools,  either  to  be  used  in  the  hands  of  the  teacher 
or  by  the  pupils  themselves.  Our  children  are  taking  more  interest 
in  reading,  and  our  intelligent  citizens  are  becoming  more  pleased 
with  the  work  of  our  teachers  as  they  learn  more  of  the  methods 
pursued,  and  see  the  correspondingly  good  results. 

For  a  number  of  years  vocal  music  has  been  taught  regularly  in  the 
grammar  and  high  school  grades  by  the  regular  teachers;  the  coming 
term  the  subject  will  be  introduced  into  all  the  grades  under  the  di- 
rect supervision  of  a  special  teacher. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  thank  all  who  in  any  way  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  schools,  and  hope  that  the  future  may  be  fruit- 
ful of  still  better  results. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


The  problems  that  came  up  during  the  year  were  generally  solved, 
the  standards  of  excellence  before  reached  were  maintained,  faults 
when  recognized  were  corrected,  stress  was  used  to  build  up  weak 
places,  and  a  persistent  attempt  was  made  to  bring  out  the  best 
efiforts  in  the  schools. 

Our  teachers  have  an  earnest  desire  to  help  to  greater  proficiency 
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the  pupils  that  do  not  get  their  work  done  most  easily  and  who  are 
not  most  industrious.  The  brightest  and  most  willing  children  will 
do  efficient  work  under  all  circumstances;  but  the  aim  among  the 
teachers  the  last  year  was  to  lead  up  to  best  work  the  pupils  of  aver- 
age ability  and  only  ordinary  application.  In  this  line  of  work  we  did 
better  than  before. 

Two  agencies  aided  in  getting  results.  First,  the  teacher  studied 
more  than  befoi*e  the  dispositions  and  tendencies  of  her  pupils;  thus 
begetting  a  fuller  interest  in  the  individuals  in  her  school ;  she  learn- 
ed more  of  the  history  of  each  pupil ;  she  found  the  more  readily  when 
the  several  pupils  lagged,  causes  of  lack  of  interest  or  irregular  at- 
tendance; and  in  nearly  all  cases,  by  individual  help,  interest  was 
restored  and  the  pupils  were  directed  so  that  they  helped  themselves 
into  regular  class  standing. 

By  an  agreement  with  the  trustees  of  the  State  Normal  School, 
a  teacher  in  the  borough  schools,  may  ask  for  help  when  she  has  a 
very  large  school,  when  there  are  backward  pupils  who  need  added 
instruction,  or  when  for  any  cause,  she  finds  that  the  work  crowds 
her.  A  senior  is  taken  from  the  practice  classes  in  the  model  school 
and  sent  to  the  teacher  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  school  as  directed. 
This  helper  aids  in  the  distribution  and  gathering  of  working  mate- 
rial, criticizes  papers  of  the  pupils  and  shows  them  errors,  helps 
backward  pupils  at  their  seats,  and  in  some  useful  way  is  almost  con- 
stantly busy  She  stays  with  the  teacher  a  half  day  at  a  time  and  if 
need  be,  continues  as  long  as  three  months.  It  is  found  that  tempo- 
rary absence  among  the  jjupils  is  not  nearly  so  serious  a  matter  when 
the  helper  is  ready  to  assist  in  getting  up  back  work.  In  the  schools 
where  a  helper  was  used,  the  average  grade  of  the  work  was  much 
higher  and  there  were  less  failures  throughout  the  year. 

A  second  agency  by  which  more  pupils  were  stimulated  to  do  ex- 
cellently, was  by  sending  to  parents  verbal  reports  instead  of  the 
old  time  numerical  records,  with  class  standing.  It  was  found  that 
a  discriptive  card  informs  parents  more  accurately  of  the  efforts 
and  success  of  their  children  in  school.  The  pupils  who  could  not 
stand  at  the  head  of  their  classes  when  the  former  reports  had  been 
used  were  prompted  to  their  best  endeavors  when  they  could  get 
accurate  credit  for  what  they  actually  did  in  their  school  work. 
There  is  now  a  much  healthier  class  spirit,  with  fewer  bitter  rivalries 
and  much  keener  zest  for  work  among  the  children. 

The  introduction  of  the  explanatory  report  has  as  well  benefited 
the  teacher.  At  the  end  of  the  month  she  has  no  averages  to  find; 
but  she  is  very  observant  during  the  month  so  that  her  report 
records  will  be  fully  and  fairly  made.  To  give  definite  information 
to  parents  on  deportment,  effort,  progress,  deficiencies,  the  teacher's 
idea  of  home  work,  and  other  helpful  information,  begets  a  very 
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close  teacher  interest  in  every  pupil  in  the  school.  Piirents  as  a  rule 
have  used  our  reports  to  stimulate  their  children  to  good  habits  in 
study  and  proficiency  in  their  school  work. 

The  attendance  otticer  renders  valuable  service  to  the  educational 
interest  of  the  borough.  lie  reports  at  the  otlice  of  the  superin- 
tendent every  school  day  morning  with  general  reports,  and  also  with 
a  written  report  of  special  cases.  He  gets  telephone  calls  from  the 
schools  where  his  services  are  needed.  In  a  half  hour  after  school 
calls  he  is  ready  to  go  out  to  look  for  the  pupils  for  whose  absence  he 
cannot  account,  llis  school  day  is  spent  in  looking  up  absentees, 
notifying  parents  of  the  irregular  attendance  of  their  children,  and 
getting  garments  for  pupils  whose  parents  are  unable  to  procure 
proper  clothing  for  their  attendance  at  school.  His  efforts  in  secur- 
ing the  attendance  of  truants  and  others  that  need  his  attention, 
have  been  attended  with  marked  success. 

The  work  in  paper  folding,  weaving  and  basketry,  introduced  a 
year  ago,  has  reached  surprising  results.  The  pupils  have  acquired 
much  skill  in  originating  and  fashioning  beauliful  designs  and,  in 
many  cases,  useful  articles.  This  form  of  manual  training  is  most 
nearly  a  combination  of  the  various  forms  of  training  which  lead 
to  the  education  of  the  entire  child. 

The  course  in  manual  training  is  confined  to  bench  and  lathe  work 
in  wood,  for  the  boys  in  the  eighth  grade  and  the  high  school.  They 
are  allowed  to  do  two  hours  work  in  the  shop  every  week.  The  su- 
pervisor is  a  thoroughly  skilled  workman  and  a  strong  teacher,  who 
arouses  great  interest  among  his  boys  and  leads  them  to  good  use  of 
the  tools  they  need,  directs  them  in  the  choices  of  material  for  arti- 
cles and  gets  their  best  work  on  the  piece.  The  finished  product  be- 
longs to  the  boy  who  makes  it.  He  may  take  it  home  after  the  an- 
nual exhibition  of  the  manual  training  shops. 

Sewing  classes  are  taught  in  all  except  one  of  the  buildings.  Some 
highly  creditable  work  has  been  done.  The  selection  of  material, 
patterns,  cutting  garments,  are  made  prominent  parts  of  the  com-se. 
The  course  does  not  allow  the  girls  to  go  on  with  any  form  of  dress- 
making until  they  can  use  the  needle  well  in  making  all  pans  of 
plain  dresses. 

The  value  of  instruction  is  these  manual  brunches  is  now  generally 
recognized  and  almost  as  generally  approved.  As  a  means  of  relaxa- 
tion from  study  and  recitation  in  other  branches  it  is  valuable;  but 
as  an  educational  aid  to  ;i  stronger  grasp  on  other  subjects  in  the 
course  it  has  a  much  better  hold  on  the  educator  wlio  lias  studied 
its  effects  upon  his  pupils. 

The  school  board  takes  every  means  for  str^'ngthening  flie  work 
of  the  teacher.  New  teachers  are  added  as  the  rooms  till  bcvond 
forty  pupils,  reference  and  supplementary  books  are  purchased  as 
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needed,  single  adjustable  desks  replace  the  older  forms  of  desks, 
and  teachers'  salaries  were  increased  so  that  the  minimum  salary  for 
experienced  teachers  in  the  grades  is  fifty  dollars  a  month. 

The  high  school  had  an  attendance  of  223  jmpils,  the  largest  num- 
ber in  its  history,  an  increase  of  three  hundred  and  forty  per  cent, 
in  fourteen  years.  The  teachers  deserve  much  credit  for  the  work 
so  well  done.  The  school  has  a  large  patronage  from  the  districts 
surrounding  the  borough  Last  year  there  were  forty-four  pupils 
from  outside  the  school  district  in  the  high  school;  many  of  these 
ranked  among  the  foremost  in  their  classes. 

For  many  years  the  citizens  have  taken  a  just  pride  in  the  work  of 
the  high  school.  The  success  and  distinction  of  its  graduates  have 
exerted  a  highly  beneficial  influence  on  all  the  schools.  More  than 
seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  graduates  continue  their  education  at 
college  or  normal  schools,  where  they  almost  invariably  acquit  them- 
selves well.  The  courses  of  study  are  comprehensive,  giving  to  col- 
lege prejjaratory  students,  work  outside  of  their  prescribed  courses; 
and  to  all,  sufficient  general  work  to  fit  them  for  active  participa- 
tion in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  the  State. 


WILKES-BARRE— James  M.  Coughlin. 


The  schools  closed  June  10,  1904.  There  were  enrolled  for  the 
term  9,114  pupils.  The  enrollment  for  the  last  month  of  the  term 
was  7,599  puipls.  The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  term  was 
91  9-10.  The  work  of  the  year  was  quite  satisfactory;  the  teachers 
put  forth  great  effort  to  secure  thorough  work  in  all  grades  and  de- 
partments. 

The  exhibit  of  school  work,  at  the  close  of  the  term,  was  very  credi- 
table, and  was  generally  regarded  by  the  parents  and  teachers  con- 
siderably in  advance  of  preceding  years.  These  exihibts  Avere  made 
in  drawing,  penmanship,  language  exercises,  and  review  work. 

The  superintendent  gave  the  last  month  of  the  term  to  the  exam- 
ination of  the  remommendations  for  promotion,  their  approval,  and 
to  the  promotion  exercises.  A  personal  visit  to  each  class  was  made, 
and  special  attention  was  given  to  those  reported  not  promoted,  and 
doubtful.  Some  of  these  are  frequently  recommended  for  promotion 
by  the  superintendent.  It  is  properly  assumed  that  every  pupil  who 
has  completed  the  year's  work  should  be  promoted,  and  if  the  pupil 
is  not  recommended  for  promotion,  the  inquirj'  should  be  made  into 
the  causes  that  make  promotion  impossible  or  doubtful.  The  super- 
intendent can  give  these  cases  personal  attention,  and  Uw  time  ap- 
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pears  to  be  more  logically  and  intelligently  spent  in  this  way  than 
in  the  examination  of  those  who  are  recommended  for  advancement. 

Six  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  pupils  were  promoted; 
and  493  pupils  were  retained  above  the  first  grade.  The  percentage 
of  promotions  by  years  is  as  follows:  First  year,  53;  second  year,  94; 
third  year,  95;  fourth  year,  92;  fifth  year,  93;  sixth  year,  89;  seventh 
year,  84;  high  school,  91. 

There  are  twenty  school  buildings  in  the  city,  half  of  which  have 
been  built  since  1890,  and  all  are  first  class  school  houses.  Light, 
heating  and  ventilation,  in  the  construction  and  repairs  of  the 
buildings  have  been  carefully  considered. 

The  kindergartens  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  did  very 
satisfactory  work  These  schools  were  really  not  opened  as  an  ex- 
periment. No  one  doubts  the  ability  of  the  kindergartens  to  do  the 
work  planned  for  them  to  do,  or  questions  their  utility.  The  real 
question  before  the  school  authorities  is,  whether  the  public  should 
take  up  the  training  of  children  before  the  period  of  the  primary 
school.  Kindergartens  are  expensive,  and  the  matter  is  one  not  to 
b'  hastily  undertaken.  Schools  of  this  class  when  established  should 
provide  for  all  the  children. 

Interest  in  the  manual  training  school  increases  with  each  term. 
The  attendance  the  past  year  has  crowded  the  accommodations  very 
seriously,  and  more  room  and  equipment  are  needed  at  once.  There 
has  been  no  radical  change  in  the  work.  Former  pupils  advance  in 
the  course  and  new  ones  enter;  this  naturally  crowds  the  capacity  of 
the  present  equipment.  The  work  of  the  pupils  throughout  the  year 
has  been  of  a  very  high  order.  A  visit  to  the  manual  training  room 
impresses  one  with  the  business-like  devotion  of  each  pupil  to  the 
work. 

To  balance  the  manual  training  course  for  boys,  a  course  for  girls 
is  recommended,  and  will  probably  be  seriously  considered  at  an 
early  date.  Sewing,  cooking  and  general  household  economy  should 
be  offered  to  the  girls  of  the  high  school,  supplementing  the  Girls' 
Literary  Couse,  as  manual  training  does  the  Boys'  Mathematical 
Course.  This  recommendation  does  not  intend  to  increase  the  work 
in  the  high  school,  for  individual  fui)ils,  in  what  some  people  are 
now  inclined  to  regard  as  a  crowded  curriculum.  All  the  studies 
offered  in  a  high  school  are  not  in  one  course.  Elective  courses  are 
offered  ..nd  in  each  course  the  number  of  studies  are  kept  within  the 
possibility  of  thorough  work  by  capable  and  industrious  students. 

The  addition  of  such  a  course  would  not  increase  the  cost  of 
tuition,  ;^fter  the  equipment  of  the  school  is  provided,  if  the  enroll- 
ment is  large  enough  to  justify  this  difiVrentiation  of  courses. 

Vocal  music  is  regularly  and  systematically  taught  in  all  the 
schools.     Each  teacher  teaches  vocal  music,  but  the  svstem  is  under 


286  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

the  supervision  of  David  James.  The  general  results  are  highly  sat- 
isfactory. 

Drawing  is  also  under  special  supervision  and  thorough  work  is 
done  in  all  grades  to  the  high  school.  In  the  high  school  drawing  is 
required  in  some  courses  and  elective  in  other  courses.  A  large 
number  of  pupils  elect  drawing.  The  work  done  in  the  high  school  is 
excellent. 

In  closing  this  report  let  me  say  that  the  year  has  been  a  year  of 
hard  work,  but  in  every  way  a  pleasant  one.  The  superintendent 
has  had  the  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers  and  principals  and  the 
success  of  the  year  must  be  largely  attributed  to  their  industry  and 
faithfulness;  and  let  me  add  my  appreciation  of  the  uniform  support 
of  the  school  board  in  making  our  schools  practical  and  helpful  to 
all. 


WILKIXSBURG— James  L.  Allison. 


Nothing  unusual  has  occurred  in  the  administration  of  the  schools 
during  the  past  year.  Faithful  efforts  were  put  forth  by  every  one 
connected  with  the  schools  to  try  to  accomplish  the  ends  for  which 
they  were  established.  Perfect  harmony  existed  throughout  the 
entire  school  administration.  Every  one  seemed  determined  to 
unite  all  efforts  to  make  the  schools  eflScient  and  to  give  the  pupils 
the  best  possible  opportunity  to  receive  an  education. 

It  is  natural  to  think  that  the  year's  work  just  completed  is  better 
than  that  of  any  previous  year.  While  this  may  not  be  true,  yet  the 
people,  very  competent  judges  of  school  work,  are  heartily  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  schools  and  not  backward  about  expressing  their 
satisfaction  with  the  efficiency  of  the  school  system  and  the  results 
obtained  by  it. 

Much  of  the  success  of  the  schools  is  due  to  the  eflSciency  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  which  is  made  up  of  capable  and  progressive 
men.  During  the  year  the  board  raised  the  salaries  of  all  the  grades 
until  the  minimum  salary  for  experienced  teachers  is  |160  and  maxi- 
mum is  |75  per  month,  for  a  term  of  nine  months.  This  liberality 
has  resulted  advantageously  upon  the  old  teachers  and  secures  the 
best  material  from  which  to  select  new  ones. 

The  Woman's  Club  of  Wilkinsburg  added  a  stimilus  to  the  literary 
\\  ork  in  the  high  school  by  offering  prizes  for  the  best  essay  written 
on  selected  subjects,  which  were  to  be  submitted  to  a  committee  from 
that  organization  for  its  approval.  The  club  has  also  shown  its 
hearty  sympathy  with  the  schools  by  the  visits  its  members  have  paid 
to  the  schools  and  by  the  pictures  it  has  presented  and  placed  in  the 
various  buildings. 
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The  relations  that  ha va  existed  between  the  St.  James  Parochial 
School  and  the  public  schools  have  been  of  a  remarkable  character. 
This  I  attribute  to  the  efficient  management  of  the  St.  James  School. 
The  eighth  grade  pupils  of  that  school  take  the  same  examinations 
that  I  prepare  for  the  same  grade  in  the  public  schools,  and  the 
papers  are  submitted  to  me  for  inspection  or  correction.  The  pupils 
who  reach  the  required  standing  are  assigned  to  the  high  school  on 
the  same  conditions  as  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools.  I  mention 
this  because  there  are  so  many  places  where  the  proper  harmony  does 
not  exist,  and  where  there  is  trouble  in  placing  pupils  in  the  public 
schools,  who  have  attended  parochial  schools. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  was  revised  during  the  first 
of  the  year  and  one  year  added  to  the  course.  This  addition  now 
gives  four  years'  work  in  the  high  school  instead  of  three,  as  pre- 
viously reported.  This  change  required  one  more  teacher  to  be 
added,  making  six  teachers,  including  the  principal;  and  another 
teacher  will  be  added  for  next  year's  work. 

The  enrollment  of  the  pupils  in  the  high  school  for  the  entire  year 
is  as  follows:  Male,  58;  female.  111;  total,  169.  The  attendance  dur- 
ing the  month  of  May  was  143.  There  were  twenty-two  graduated 
from  the  school  on  May  27,  and  78  passed  the  entrance  examination, 
and  expect  to  enter  the  high  school  in  September. 

The  enrollment  of  the  schools  for  the  entire  year,  excluding  the 
high  school  is,  male.  1,234;  female,  1.308;  total.  2. .542;  the  attendance 
for  May  is  1.977;  and  the  total  enrollment  for  the  year,  including  the 
high  school,  is  2,711.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  entire 
school  is  95. 

The  uniformity  of  the  work  was  much  improved  by  a  revision  of 
the  entire  course  of  study.  The  course  was  printed  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  all  who  were  interested.  This  course  was  made  as 
helpful  as  possible  to  the  teachers  and  the  work  of  the  principals  was 
made  more  effective  with  less  waste  of  energy. 

The  teachers'  institute  for  this  district  was  held  in  connection  with 
the  institute  of  Allegheny  county.  The  number  of  teachers  entitles 
rae  to  hold  an  institute  but  I  think  that  better  results  can  be  secured 
by  combining  with  the  superintendent  of  Allegheny  county,  and  I 
am  sure  that  a  greater  inspiration  can  be  secured  because  of  the 
great  body  of  teachers  attending  these  meetings.  There  is  little 
cause  for  complaint  on  account  of  the  teachers  taking  little  intcMest 
in  the  institute.  But  a  very  few  absented  themselves  from  the  insti- 
tute and  these  few  are  expected  not  to  be  lacking  in  this  line  of  duty 
at  any  other  institute.  The  teachers  have  a  good  ]>roft'ssional  spirit 
and  they  are  ready  to  attend  any  nif^^ting  that  is  cjiIUmI  for  social  or 
educational   purposes.     Grade  meetings  and   principals'   meetings, 
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which  are  held  regularly,  are  well  attended;  and  mass  meetings, 
which  are  addressed  by  prepared  speakers,  are  well  attended. 

The  compulsory  school  hiAv  regarding  the  attendance  of  pupils  has 
been  well  enforced  and  with  but  few  prosecutions.  One  difficulty 
that  is  noticeable  is  that  quite  a  number  of  boys  go  to  work  as  soon 
as  they  passed  thirteen  years  of  age.  The  most  of  these  do  so  from 
necessity,  but  a  few  of  them  from  choice. 

The  new  school  building  which  was  to  have  been  completed  on  tSe 
15th  of  last  August  will  be  completed  by  the  same  date  of  next 
August,  and  nine  rooms  of  that  building  will  be  occupied.  This  will 
relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  our  rooms.  There  is  no  reason  why 
the  work  of  the  coming  year  should  not  be  in  advance  of  the  present 
one,  as  the  conditions  that  hampered  and  retarded  us  shall  have  dis- 
appeared and  every  condition  seems  now  to  be  of  the  most  favorable 
character. 

To  the  teacher,  principal  or  superintendent  who  is  intensely  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  the  young  people  that  he  is  trying  to  fit  for 
usefulness,  there  are  many  things  in  school  life  which  are  unsatis- 
factory. This  is  to  be  expected.  Yet,  when  pupils  try  earnestly  and 
persistently  to  improve  themselves  and  fit  themselves  to  live  lives 
of  usefulness,  there  is  much  with  which  to  be  encouraged.  The 
pupils  are  willing  to  work,  the  parents  encourage  them  to  work, 
and  the  teachers  are  leading  them  in  accomplishing  systematic  work. 
There  is,  then,  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  wait  patiently,  work  inces- 
santly, plan  and  supervise  w'ith  diligence  and  the  results  must  neces- 
sarily be  of  such  a  nature  as  will  benefit  and  satisfy  the  whole  com- 
munity. 


WILLIAMSPORT— Chas.  Lose. 


The  most  important  event  of  the  school  year  wai  the  opening  of 
the  new  Franklin  grammar  school  building.  This  is  a  ten-room 
brick  building  and  the  following  paragraphs  from  the  report  of  the 
building  committee  will  give  some  idea  of  its  construction: 

''It  is  confidently  felt  that  its  architectural  design  will  appeal  to 
every  one  who  can  appreciate  a  good  school  house.  Its  stability  of 
form,  its  graceful  lines,  its  comfortable  and  convenient  details  greet 
the  visitor  on  every  hand.  It  exhibits  the  most  modern  ideas  re- 
lating to  light,  heat  and  ventilation,  size  and  shape  of  rooms,  arrange- 
ment of  blackboards  and  furniture,  and  interior  color  scheme.  In 
fact,  every  feature  has  been  carefully  gone  over  again  and  again  and 
only  adopted  after  comparison  and  consultation  upon  the  most  ex- 
perienced lines." 

''Some  of  the  conspicuous  features  and  improvements  may  be  enu- 
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merated:  The  design  and  arrangement  of  snow  guards;  the  design 
of  roof,  shedding  the  water  clear  of  the  cornice  and  walls;  the  struc- 
tural iron  frame;  the  terra  cotta  wall  furring;  the  absence  of  square 
corners  and  other  dust  catchers  in  school  rooms;  expanded  metal 
lath  and  Keene's  cement  wainscoting;  sanitary  Portland  cement  base 
in  rooms;  closet  system  practically  outside  and  under  ground,  with 
time  flush  pressure  service;  sewer  system  entirely  clear  of  the  build- 
ing to  prevent  flooding  from  back  water;  iron  stairways  witli  noise- 
less treads;  mechanical  as  well  as  gravity  system  of  ventilation; 
blackboards  and  clothes  hooks  adjusted  in  height  to  suit  stature  of 
pupils  of  difl;erent  grades;  single  adjustable  chairs  and  desks  for 
pupils;  sanitary  drinking  fountains;  therraoitats  for  regulating  the 
temperature  automatically;  indirect  steam  heat  with  auxiliary  direct 
radiators  in  northwest  corners  for  severely  cold  weather;  large  and 
well  ventilated  cloak  rooms;  large  and  well  lighted  corridors;  a  large 
book  and  supply  room;  many  book  and  supply  closets;  and  many 
other  conveniences  for  teachers  and  pupils.'' 

The  various  statistical  reports  prepared  at  the  close  of  the  year 
contain  some  interesting  figures.  The  percentages  of  attendance 
began  at  95  in  September,  ran  down  to  So  in  December  and  January, 
and  rose  again  to  92  in  May.  Tardiness  was  also  greater  during  the 
winter  months  than  at  any  other  time  of  the  year,  beginning  with 
515  tardy  cases  in  September,  increasing  to  802  cases  in  January,  and 
then  decreasing  to  409  cases  in  May'.  There  were  204  pupils  who  at- 
tended all  of  the  ISO  days  of  the  term.  2,378  pupils  who  attended 
more  than  ICO  days,  1,021  pupils  who  attended  more  than  140  days 
and  32G  pupils  who  attended  fewer  than  40  days.  This  last  number 
seems  large,  but  it  includes  the  transient  pupils  as  well  as  the  pupils 
who  on  account  of  lingering  illness  were  in  school  only  a  few  days. 

A  children's  contagious  disease  that  was  quite  prevalent  in  spite 
of  the  thorough  fumigation  of  school  buildings  was  responsible  for 
the  poor  attendance  during  December  and  January.  One  wonders 
how  each  contagious  disease  finds  a  new  crop  of  children  to  work  on 
every  year. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  2.172  pupils  of  the  elementary  schools  were 
promoted  without  examination,  015  pupils  were  examined  in  arith- 
metic, 373  in  geography,  328  in  grammar,  and  200  in  history.  The 
percentage  of  promotions  based  on  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled 
was  72  in  the  primary  grades,  78  in  the  intermediate  grades.  80  in  the 
grammar  grades,  and  about  85  in  the  high  school.  The  lowest  per- 
centages was  in  the  first  grade,  of  course,  where  it  was  only  07  per 
cent.  It  consequently  follows  that  the  number  of  pupils  compelled 
to  remain  overtime  in  a  grade  was  largest  in  the  primary  grades  and 
smallest  in  the  highest  grades.     In  the  primary  grades  417  pupils 
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remained  overtime,  in  the  intermediate  grades  212  pupils,  and  in  tbe 
grammar  and  high  school  grades  lOG  pupils. 

The  report  on  the  ages  of  the  pupils  presents  the  most  interesting 
and  the  least  encouraging  facts  for  consideration.  This  report 
shows  that  from  C  years  of  age  to  13  years  of  age  the  number  of 
pupils  of  a  certain  age  in  the  schools  is  nearly  a  constant  quantity, 
in  our  schools  being  about  500;  but  that  from  13  years  of  age  on  the 
number  rapidly  diminishes  until  it  reaches  only  GO  at  18  years  of 
age.  This  report  helps  to  confirm  what  every  one  who  has  studied 
our  school  system  already  believes  that  the  girls  outstrip  the  boys 
in  the  public  schools.  In  our  first  grade  there  were  enrolled  383  boys 
and  376  girls,  while  in  our  sixth  grade  243  girls  were  enrolled  to  203 
boys,  and  in  our  ninth  grade  134  girls  to  7G  boys.  In  our  fifth  grade 
there  were  82  girls  to  55  boys  11  years  of  age,  and  in  our  eighth  grade 
49  girls  to  40  boys  13  years  of  age  and  29  girls  to  17  boys  12  years  of 
age.  These  figures  hold  good  all  through  the  grades  and  prove  that 
the  girls  are  more  regular  in  their  attendance  at  school  and  more  at- 
tentive to  their  studies  that  the  boys,  even  if  they  prove  nothing  else. 

Our  public  school  librarian  says  that  more  books,  pamphlets  and 
periodicals  were  added,  more  taken  out,  and  that  more  people  read 
in  the  library  during  the  last  year  than  ever  before.  She  gives  the 
following  detailed  account  for  the  year:  The  number  of  books  taken 
out  was  4,614,  of  which  2,375  were  fiction;  1,042  juveniles;  142  bio- 
graphy; 171,  history;  67,  travel;  75,  literature;  36,  art,  233,  science; 
58,  sociology;  5,  philosophy;  32,  reference;  and  378,  magazines.  The 
number  of  readers  in  the  library  was  1,578,  and  the  number  of  new 
books  added  was  657.  The  nine  traveling  library  cases  circulated 
am'ong  the  schools  770  additional  books. 

Our  teachers'  meetings  and  teachers'  committees  did  on  the  whole 
more  and  better  work  than  during  any  previous  year.  Dr.  Frank  M. 
McMurry,  Dr.  Richard  G.  Boone  and  Miss  Florence  E.  Holbrook  did 
exceptionally  good  work  for  the  teachers  during  the  week  of  the 
annual  institute.  Dr.  McMurry  is  particularly  helpful  to  teachers, 
presenting  always  in  an  interesting  manner  new  and  well  digested 
material.  He  has  instructed  now  at  two  of  our  annual  institutes 
for  a  full  week  and  will  come  again  this  year  with  his  brother,  Dr. 
Charles  A.  McMurray.  Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris,  of  Rochester, 
will  have  charge  of  the  primary  work.  We  have  nearly  reached  a 
point  in  the  development  of  our  annual  institute  where  it  is  possible 
to  select  several  important  general  topics  and  carry  on  a  discussion 
of  these  topics  throughout  the  entire  week.  ''What  Constitutes 
Thoroughness  in  Teaching,"  was  one  of  the  most  fruitful  topics  at  our 
last  institute,  and  instructors  and  teachers  entered  into  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  with  great  interest.  Our  monthly  institutes, 
grade  meetings,  and  principals'  meetings  were  all  better  organized 


No.  6.  YORK.  '  m 

than  ever  before  and  always  had  a  program  prepared  for  which  the 
time  allotted  was  all  too  short.  Each  one  of  our  eleven  teachers' 
committws  planned  some  definite  piece  of  work  during  the  year 
which  resulted  in  benefit  to  all  of  the  schools. 

I  consider  it  important  that  all  teachers'  meetings  and  all  classes 
and  committees  of  teachers  organized  for  special  study  or  work 
should  be  kept  strong  and  prosperous.  I  believe  the  advancement 
of  a  system  of  schools  depends  almost  entirely  on  the  improvement 
of  teachers  along  professional  lines,  and  I  know  of  no  moans  for  this 
so  good  as  the  various  combinations  of  teachers  organized  for  earn- 
est work  in  their  calling. 


YORK— A.  Wanner. 


No  special  features  characterized  the  year's  work.  The  efforts  of 
teachers  and  superintendent  were  put  forth  primarily  to  secure  bet- 
ter results  rather  than  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  work. 

The  demand  for  new  buildings  continues  and  requires  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  sum  of  money  out  of  all  proportion  to  that  appropriated 
to  the  betterment  of  results  in  the  intellectual  phases  of  school 
equipment. 

One  new  twelve  room  building  was  erected  during  the  year  in  a 
rapidly  growing  section  of  the  city.  It  is  now  completed.  An  old 
eight  room  building  will  be  torn  down  during  the  summer  and  re- 
placed by  a  modern  twelve  room  structure,  to  be  ready  for  occupancy 
a  vear  hence. 
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Reports  of  Principals 

OF 

State  Normal  Schools. 


FIRST  DISTRICT— WEST  CHESTER. 


Geo.  Morris  Philips,  Principal. 


The  past  school  year  here  has  been  the  most  prosperous  in  our  his- 
tory. Our  total  enrollment  of  students  in  the  normal  department 
was  827,  and  in  the  model  school  240,  making  an  entire  enrollment 
in  every  deparment  of  the  school  of  1,067.  This  is  a  large  increase 
over  any  previous  year,  and  these  numbers  would  have  been  consid- 
erably increased  if  our  boarding  accommodations  had  allowed  us  to 
take  all  suitable  students  who  applied  for  such  accomodations.  As 
it  was,  the  school  building  was  entirely  full  throughout  the  year  and 
more  than  one  hundred  students  from  a  distance  were  obliged  to 
room  and  board  in  the  town.  The  prospect  for  the  coming  year  is 
that  the  school  will  be  eA'en  larger  than  during  the  last  year,  and  it 
would  undoubtedly  be  much  larger  if  it  were  possible  to  accommo- 
date the  applicants. 

Our  new  library  building  has  been  completed  since  my  last  report 
and  is  now  in  constant  use.  It  is  ninety  by  seventy-two  feet,  two 
stories  in  height  above  a  full  basement,  is  of  green  stone  and  trimmed 
with  Indiana  limestone  and  terra  cotta.  Its  general  style  of  archi- 
tecture is  Greek,  but  the  interior  was  planned  first  and  the  exterior 
adapted  to  it.  The  building  is,  however,  handsome  without  and 
within,  as  well  as  admirably  adapted  to  its  purpose.  Its  total  cost, 
including  furniture,  was  sixty  thousand  dollars.  Shelving  has  been 
erected  in  its  stack-room  and  elsewhere  for  twenty  thousand  vol- 
umes, and  the  building  is  so  arranged  that  a  full  complement  of 
shelving  will  make  it  accommodate  fifty  thousand  volumes. 

There  are  at  present  twelve  thousand  volumes  in  the  library,  and 
it  is  rapidly  increasing.  During  the  past  year  the  Evans  Rogers  col- 
lection was  added  to  the  library,  embracing  about  twelve  hundred 
volumes,  almost  all  of  them  in  the  line  of  history,  making  that  de- 
partment of  the  library  unusually  rich.      Mr.  Horace  Howard  Fur- 
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noss,  the  emiueut  Siiakesperean  scliolar,  doualed  a  iiuudred  dollars 
for  the  purchase  of  books  bearing  upou  Shakespeare. 

A  room  in  the  second  story  of  the  library  has  been  set  apart  for 
the  collection  of  the  Chester  County  Historical  Society.  These  col- 
lections are  valuable  and  interesting,  and  are  an  attraction  to  many. 

A  valuable  collection  of  paintings  has  been  deposited  with  the 
school  by  some  of  its  Philadelphia  friends.  These  are  attractively 
displayed  in  the  art  gallery  of  the  library  building,  and,  together 
with  the  school  paintings,  make  an  important  and  instructive  collec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Frederick  F.  Sharpless  has  added  greatly  to  the  school's  mu- 
seum by  depositing  a  valuable  collection  of  about  two  thousand  min- 
erals which  were  collected  by  his  father,  the  late  Alfred  Sharpless. 

The  library  is  open  from  7  A.  M.  to  7  P.  M.  every  day  except  Sun- 
days and  on  Sundays  from  3  to  5.30  P.  M.  It  is  in  charge  of  a  trained 
librarian  and  an  assistant,  one  of  whom  is  always  present  to  aid 
students  in  their  work.  It  is  in  constant  use  by  large  numbers  of  stu- 
dents, and  it  is  found  to  be  of  great  value  in  the  work  of  the  school. 

At  the  recent  commencement  a  senior  class  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  five  members  was  graduated.  The  a\  erage  age  at  graduation 
was  actly  20  13-27  years,  and  their  average  attendance  was  112  1-5 
weeks,  or  more  than  two  and  a  half  years.  Seventy  of  them  were 
graduates  of  high  schools,  thirty-one  being  graduates  of  high  school 
with  four  years'  course  and  thirty-two  being  graduates  of  high 
schools  with  three  years'  course,  besides,  a  number  of  others  had 
graduated  from  good  private  schools,  or  from  grammar  and  other 
graded  schools,  or  taken  partial  courses  in  high  schools,  two,  for  in- 
stance having  spent  three  years  each  in  the  girls'  high  school  of  Phila- 
delphia. Eighteen  of  them  had  taught  before  their  graduation,  and 
but  one  of  these  had  taught  for  less  than  two  years.  With  four  ex- 
ceptions all  of  these  will  teach  next  year,  and  of  these  four,  three 
will  enter  college  or  other  higher  schools  and  the  fourth  will  serve  as 
secretary  at  the  school  here. 

These  statistics,  which  are  not  exceptional  in  our  history,  tend  to 
establish  certain  facts.  First,  that  the  graduates  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Normal  schools  are  not  hurried  througli  the  normal 
school  course.  With  such  preparation  as  these  young  men  and 
women  had,  their  more  than  two  years  and  a  half  of  attendance  here 
should  be  ample  for  the  satisfactory  completion  of  the  normal  school 
course. 

Secondly,  they  refute  the  notion  that  the  normal  schools  graduate 
their  students  too  young.  Certainly  twenty  and  a  half  years  is  old 
enough  for  students  to  have  finished  the  normal  school  course,  and 
old  enough  to  he-jfin  the  work  of  teaching. 

Third,  it  is  still  occasionally  asserted  that  the  graduates  of  the 
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normal  schools  do  not  teach.  The  high  percentage  of  teachers  in 
this  class  is  not  exceptional  here  or  elsewhere.  It  is  a  rare  excep- 
tion for  a  graduate  of  this  school  not  to  teach,  although  when  able 
to  do  so  he  often  takes  a  higher  course  of  study  before  beginning  to 
teach,  and  the  average  length  of  service  and  the  percentage  of  our 
graduates  who  continue  to  teach  year  after  year  is  remarkable. 

The  State  normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania  were  founded  to  pro- 
vide teachers  for  the  public  schools  of  the  State.  I  doubt  if  any 
agenc}-  of  the  State  has  more  completely  fulfilled  its  purpose  than 
these  schools,  and  I  believe  that  no  expenditure  of  the  same  amount 
of  money  by  the  State  has  given  to  it  better  results  than  that  which 
has  been  given  to  th.ese  schools  and  to  their  students. 


SECOND  DISTRICT— MILLERSVILLE. 


Eliphalet  Oram  Lyte,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  for 
the  fiftieth  year  of  its  existence  as  a  State  normal  school. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  fall  term  of  1903  was  G3I;  the  win- 
ter term,  644;  and  the  spring  term  of  1904,  961.  The  total  number 
of  graduates  receiving  the  first  diploma  in  the  regular  course  was 
S5;  11  were  graduated  in  the  supplementary  course,  receiving  the 
degree  of  bachelor  of  pedagogics;  and  2  received  the  teachers'  State 
certificate  in  the  regular  course.  All  these  persons  except  one  at- 
tended the  normal  school  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  to  teach  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  State.  The  school  year  was  a  successful  one 
in  all  respects.  The  students  made  excellent  progress  in  their 
studies  and  their  deportment  was  highly  commendable.  In  addition 
to  the  completion  of  the  building  for  household  purposes  referred  to 
in  my  last  report,  the  principal  improvement  made  was  the  erection 
of  a  cold  storage  building  at  a  cost  of  about  f2,000. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  faculty  of  the  school  was  very 
efficient  and  labored  constantly  to  further  the  highest  educational 
interests  of  the  institution  which  they  served,  and  that  the  trustees 
devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to  the  material  advance- 
ment of  the  school  under  their  charge. 

The  increased  cost  of  living,  which  seems  to  be  permanent,  makes 
it  practically  impossible  to  run  a  great  institution  like  a  normal 
school  with  its  constantly  increasing  demands  for  better  appliances 
and  facilities  for  education  unless  the  rates  charged  students  for 
boarding  are  increased  and  there  is  a  substantial  advancement  in 
the  amount  of  the  regular  appropriation  made  to  normal  schools.     I 
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believe  that  the  time  is  approaching,  if  it  is  not  already  here,  when 
the  State  normal  schools  of  renusylvauia  should  receive  as  students 
in  every  department  except  the  model  school,  only  those  that  are 
preparing  to  teach.  If  all  the  normal  schools  in  Pennsylvania  are 
not  prepared  at  the  present  time  to  take  this  step  those  schools  that 
are  willing  to  do  so  should  receive  increased  aid  from  the  State  to 
oll'set  the  necessary  reduction  in  the  number  of  students  received  by 
them.  As  I  stated  in  my  report  last  year,  something  should  be  done 
to  equalize  the  cost  of  maintaining  model  schools.  The  model  school 
is  an  essential  part  of  a  normal  school.  No  normal  school  is  a  nor- 
mal school,  whatever  it  calls  itself,  unless  it  maintains  a  practice  de- 
partment in  which  the  students  both  observe  and  practice  teaching. 
In  some  rennsylvauia  normal  schools  the  model  school  is  run  at  a 
cost  of  several  thousand  dollars.  In  others  the  cost  is  almost  nomi- 
nal. This  dilference  should  be  adjusted  by  an  increased  appropria- 
tion to  the  normal  schools  that  maintain  a  model  school  at  their  own 
expense. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  education  generally  to  note  the 
constantly  increased  regard  in  which  the  State  normal  schools  of 
Pennsylvania  are  held  by  the  educational  public.  Persons  who 
study  the  educational  exihibt  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition 
will  be  strikingly  impressed  by  the  fact  that  every  State  in  the  Union 
and  ever}'  civilized  country,  maintains  an  efficient  system  of  normal 
schools  in  which  tuition  is  free  and  liberal  support  is  granted  by  the 
government.  The  advancement  of  public  education  is  in  large  meas- 
ure indicated  by  the  character  of  the  schools  that  prepare  the  teach- 
ers of  the  public  schools.  These  schools  in  Pennsylvania  will  become 
even  stronger  than  they  are  now  when  they  wholly  confine  them- 
selves to  the  legitimate  work  of  preparing  teachers  for  the  public 
schools  and  will  advance  the  cause  of  education  even  more  rapidly 
than  they  do  at  present. 


THIRD  DISTRICT— KITZTOWN. 


A.  C.  Rothermel,  Principal. 


The  school  year  of  llU)3-'04  was  one  of  marked  progress  in  the 
Keystone  State  Normal  School.  The  attendance,  which,  on  account 
of  the  year's  work  added  to  the  course  of  study,  had  been  somewhat 
reduced,  rose  again  to  the  average  of  former  years.  In  fact  the  num- 
ber of  students  this  year  suri)assed  the  record  of  past  years.  Not 
only  did  we  hav<'  a  largi'  representation  from  our  o\\  n  normal  school 
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district,  but  the  number  of  students  from  a  distance  was  unusually 
large. 

The  material  progress,  too,  was  most  marked.  After  many  de- 
bates the  board  finally  decided  to  install  a  new  water  plant,  which 
was  to  be  exclusively  the  property  of  the  school,  and  used  only  for 
school  purposes.  This  plant  consisting  of  an  artesian  well  more 
than  200  feet  deep,  a  stand  pipe  100  feet  high,  and  an  electric  pump- 
ing apparatus  has  been  placed  on  the  campus  north  of  the  building 
far  away  from  any  possible  source  of  contamination. 

The  athletic  grounds  were  greatly  improved,  and  the  fine  baseball 
field  south  of  the  building  enclosed  by  a  fence  eight  feet  high. 

Large  sums  of  money  were  expended  in  the  equipment  of  our  labor- 
atories. The  chemical,  biological  and  physical  laboratories  are  ex- 
ceptionally well  lighted,  and  supplied  with  fine,  serviceable  ap- 
paratus— apparatus  not  to  be  looked  at  simply,  but  to  be  used.  The 
■tudents  entered  upon  their  work  in  these  departments  with  great 
zeal,  and  the  interest  was  not  only  maintained  during  the  year,  but 
it  continued  to  grow  with  the  coming  and  the  passing  of  the  days. 
In  these  departments  the  students  have  been  released  from  the  bond- 
age of  textbooks.  The  books  are  now  simply  their  servants,  and  the 
teachers  their  guides.  ProfessorB  F.  P.  Miller  and  J.  S.  Grim,  the 
heads  of  these  departments,  are  both  untiring  in  their  efforts  and 
enthusiastic  in  their  work,  and  their  students  have  caught  the  inspi- 
ration. Another  marked  improvement,  and  one  productive  of  good 
results,  grew  out  of  the  installation  of  a  working  library  in  practi- 
cally every  teacher's  recitation  room.  This  means  less  of  that 
eternal  drill  which  is  apt  to  make  the  student  mechanical,  and  a  slave 
to  definitions  and  rules;  and  more  of  the  research  spirit  which  makes 
him  free  and  gives  him  genuine  power. 

For  some  years  the  trustees  had  discussed  the  advisability  of  se- 
curing the  services  of  a  trained  nurse.  It  was  finally  decided  to  try 
the  experiment,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  Miss  Mabel  E. 
Brown,  Allentown,  Pa.,  entered  upon  her  duties  as  professional  nurse. 
Although  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  school  are  excellent,  and  it  is 
a  rare  thing  for  us  to  have  any  illness  of  a  contagious  character,  nev- 
ertheless, we  feel  the  necessity  of  having  some  one  competent  to 
minister  to  the  few  who  suffer  because  of  violations  of  the  laws  of 
health,  and  to  give  personal  counsel  to  such  as  are  careless.  The  ex- 
periment has  proved  very  successful,  and  Miss  Brown  has  given  us 
most  efficient  service. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  during  the  year  was  fine.  For  this 
credit  is  due  in  large  measure  to  the  guidance  of  teachers.  However, 
the  students,  too,  deserve  much  credit,  for  it  can  be  truthfully  said 
that  they  virtually  governed  themselves.  The  esprit  de  corps  of 
the  student  body  was  never  surpassed  in  the  history  of  the  school. 
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The  work  done  in  the  different  departments,  too,  was  most  gratifying. 
The  conviction  is  constantly  growing  that  thorough  preparation  and 
capacity  for  hard  work  are  essential  to  a  successful  career. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  speak  of  the  death  of  Mr.  David  H. 
Hottenstein,  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Board.  Mr.  Hot- 
teustein  died  at  the  age  of  91  years,  and  served  almost  continuously 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  from  the  foundation  of  the 
school  to  his  death.  He  was  also  President  of  the  Board  of  Stock- 
holders for  29  years.  Mr.  Hottenstein  was  a  quiet,  dignified  man, 
a  good  citizen,  and  as  a  trustee  rendered  very  valuable  service.  He 
labored  unselfishly  in  the  interests  of  the  school  and  always  gave 
his  support  to  measures  inaugurated  to  promote  the  advancement  of 
the  institution. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT— EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


E.  L.  Kemp,  Principal. 


On  the  22d  of  June  we  closed  the  most  prosperous;  year  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  school.  We  graduated  9S  students,  besides  granting  the 
new  diploma  to  a  number  of  graduates  of  previous  years,  who  com- 
pleted the  added  studies  of  the  new  course.  The  number  of  those 
who  thus  supplement  their  previous  training  is  very  gratifying  to  us, 
as  it  assures  us  that  we  are  not  only  succeeding  in  graduating  young 
people  but  also  in  creating  in  them  the  student  spirit. 

We  not  only  had  a  larger  number  of  students  than  usual,  but  were 
better  able  to  keep  them  together  as  a  student  body.  The  rooms 
abandoned  when  our  new  recitation  hall  was  occupied  made  it  pos- 
sible to  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  a  considerable  larger 
number  of  boarding  students  than  ever  before.  Even  thus  we  were 
not  able  to  board  all  in  the  building,  but  were  compelled  to  find  places 
for  them  outside. 

While  we  regretted  the  absence  of  several  teachers  who  left  us 
the  previous  year,  we  were  fortunate  in  the  new  accessions  to  the 
faculty,  so  we  suffered  no,uneasiness  with  respect  to  the  work  done 
and  no  loss,  and  we  increased  the  number  permanently  by  the  addi- 
tion of  one. 

During  the  year  we  largely  increased  our  working  library.  We 
contemplate  our  growing  cases  and  lengthening  rows  of  books  with 
pleasure.  The  trustees  have  adopted  a  wise  plan.  They  allow  the 
principal   to  expend  a   certain   sum  for  books  every  month,   thus 
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making  it  possible  with  the  help  of  a  vigilant  faculty  to  keep  well  up 
with  the  market  and  keep  the  library  alive  and  fresh. 

We  also  purchased  one  of  the  finest  sets  of  historical  maps  pub- 
lished in  the  world,  besides  a  number  of  new  maps  for  the  work  in 
geography.  Our  new  building,  too,  made  it  possible  at  last  to  have 
a  well  equipped  chemical  and  physical  laboratory.  At  this  we 
greatly  rejoice.  One  of  the  best  purchases  of  the  j'ear  was  that  of 
a  $500.00  manikin  imported  from  Paris.  We  expect  this  to  be  of 
great  service  to  us  not  only  in  the  instruction  of  our  classes  in  phy- 
siology, but  also  in  our  work  in  physiological  psychology',  especially 
as  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  difficult  to  secure  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  brains  for  dissection. 

We  were  happy  to  contribute  something  to  the  educational  display 
at  St.  Louis.  While  our  exhibit  is  not  very  large,  we  are  proud  of  it. 
We  purposely  kept  it  small  from  fear  of  making  the  quantity  over- 
whelm the  quality.  The  work  does  not  represent  a  strain  for  the 
sake  of  effect,  but  it  is  truly  representative  of  what  we  do  as  genuine 
and  necessary  class  work. 

As  a  young  institution,  we,  possibly  more  than  others,  still  feel 
the  improper  appreciation  of  the  functions  of  a  normal  school  per- 
haps on  the  part  of  the  public  in  general,  but  certainly  on  the  part  of 
our  Legislators.  It  should  not  be  a  difficult  matter  in  a  great  State 
like  Pennsylvania  for  an  institution  like  ours  to  secure  all  the  build- 
ings and  equipment  needed  for  its  efifective  existence,  but  we  have 
found  it  not  only  difficult,  but  to  some  extent  impossible.  We  need 
a  large  new  building  now  imperatively.  Our  Model  School  and  dor- 
mitories have  been  fairly  adequate  in  the  past,  but  now  the  school 
has  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  them  entirely  inadequate. 
Last  fall  even  we  were  obliged  to  turn  away  from  twenty  to  thirty 
children  who  sought  admission  to  the  Model  School,  and  our  large 
senior  class  makes  this  very  undesirable. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT— MANSFIELD. 


Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Principal. 


In  point  of  numbers,  quality  of  work  done,  and  harmony  and  loy- 
alty of  the  student  body,  the  year  may  be  counted  as  a  banner  year. 

The  enrollment  reached  a  total  of  801 ;  of  these  Oil  were  in  the 
normal  school  and  190  in  the  model  school. 

Our  model  school  accommodations  and  boarding  accommodations 
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for  sii'ls  ''ire  becoming;  entirely  inadequate  to  the  demands  made  upon 
tlieni;  we  are  hopefully  looking?  forward  therefore  to  the  time  when 
generous  legislation  will  make  possible  the  completion  of  our  un- 
finished North  Ilall,  thus  relieving  this  congestion' and  enlarging  the 
school's  inlluence  throughout  the  northern  tier  of  counties  of  our 
Commonwealth. 

Our  graduating  class  numbered  37,  and  the  excellence  of  their 
equipment  for  service  in  the  schools  prompts  me  to  repeat  that  only 
words  of  praise  can  be  offered  for  the  extended  normal  school  course 
of  study. 

In  its  details  it  may  yet  need  modifying,  but  I  would  strongly 
recommend  that  no  modifications  be  attempted  until  even  further 
trial  has  been  made  of  it  as  it  is,  believing  that  such  as  are  needed 
can  best  be  worked  out  by  each  school  for  itself. 

In  some  of  the  schools  we  are  told  that  the  middle  year  is  too 
crowded,  while  with  us  the  middle  year  is  the  most  satisfactory  one 
of  the  three.     We  find  the  heaviest  work  in  our  senior  year. 

In  our  special  departments  for  the  training  of  supervisors  for 
public  school  music  and  drawing,  we  are  able  to  report  substantial 
progress.  Six  persons  were  graduated  this  year  in  the  music  and  one 
in  drawing.  All  but  two  of  these  are  persons  of  excellent  teaching 
experience,  and  they  are  therefore  being  satisfactorily  located  at 
salaries  which  will  justify  the  extended  outlay  for  their  preparation. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT— BLOOMSBURG. 


J,  P.  Welsh,  Principal. 


The  school  year  which  closed  June  20,  1904:,  was  the  most  success- 
ful in  the  history  of  the  school. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  765.  We  had  95  students  who 
completed  the  normal  course  for  teachers,  and  one  graduate  who  com- 
pleted the  supplementary  course  for  teachers,  and  one  graduate  who 
completed  the  supplementary  course.  Twenty-seven  former  gradu- 
ates were  in  attendance  pursuing  advanced  courses  of  study.  Four 
students  completed  our  course  in  music  and  twenty  completed  college 
preparatory  courses. 

It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  remind  the  public  that  the  music  and 
college  pi-eparatory  departments  date  from  the  original  ( stablish- 
ment  of  the  school  in  1866,  and  are  maintained  in  connection  with  the 
courses  for  teachers  by  special  ]U'ovision  of  the  State  charter.  This 
agreement  was  elTected  between  the  Commonwealth  and  the  trustees 
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of  the  literary  institute,  at  the  time  the  normal  school  of  the  sixth 
district  was  established.  The  name  of  the  school  at  that  time  be- 
came *'The  Bloomsbiirg  Literary  Institute  and  State  Normal  School." 

The  demand  for  graduates  of  our  school  is  constantly  on  the  in- 
crease, not  only  within  the  Commonwealth,  but  in  other  States  and  in 
foreign  countries.  We  are  convinced  from  a  study  of  these  demands, 
that  the  adoption  of  our  present  course  of  study  was  one  of  the 
wisest  steps  ever  taken  in  connection  with  Normal  school  education. 
We  believe  that  the  course  would  be  still  further  improved  by  the 
change  suggested  in  a  previous  report,  that  chemistry  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  senior  year  and  botany  to  the  middle  year. 

During  the  past  year  our  library  has  been  enriched  by  generous 
gifts  of  valuable  books  from  the  private  library  of  Col.  J.  G.  Freeze, 
who  has  been  a  trustee  and  a  valued  friend  of  the  school  throughout 
its  history. 

The  faculty  during  the  past  year  remained,  with  slight  change,  as  it 
was  the  previous  year,  and  enabled  the  work  in  all  departments  to 
go  on  without  interruption.  We  believe  that  in  all  departments  the 
best  work  in  the  history  of  the  school  was  done  this  year,  and  this  is 
true  with  especial  emphasis  in  the  professional  department.  In 
several  departments  creditable  work  was  prepared  for  the  St.  Louis 
Exposition. 

On  the  fourth  of  February  one  of  our  large  buildings  and  its  con- 
tents was  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  fire,  and  this  has  brought 
upon  the  school  a  severe  financial  strain,  which  we  hope  and  believe, 
for  the  good  of  the  work,  will  be  relieved  by  our  next  Legislature. 
The  building  had  to  be  rebuilt  at  once  and  with  great  rapidity,  in 
order  to  continue  the  work  of  the  year  with  the  least  possible  inter- 
ruption. 

The  trustees  have  been  fortunate  during  the  past  year  in  acquiring 
a  few  acres  of  additional  land  near,  and  adjoining  the  present 
grounds.  This  will  greatly  relieve  the  congested  conditions  caused 
by  having  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  so  large  a  school  within  the  limits 
of  10  acres.  On  one  of  these  tracts  was  the  historic  residence  of  the 
late  Hon.  Charles  R.  Buckalew,  which  has  been  renovated  and  fitted 
up  as  a  residence  for  the  principal. 

At  the  time  of  sending  this  report  we  have  opened  the  new  school 
year  with  the  largest  enrollment  we  have  CA'er  had  in  the  fall,  and 
with  prospects  of  a  much  larger  attendance  later.  This  is  true  at  the 
opening  every  year.  Dormitories  and  class  rooms  are  crowded,  and 
we  are  greatly  in  need  of  additional  buildings.  The  greatest  need  is 
for  a  building  in  which  all  the  science  work  may  be  conducted  away 
from  the  work  of  the  other  departments. 
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SEVENTH  DlJSTKlCT— SHIFPEXSBUKG. 


G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Piiucipal. 


The  school  year  ending  June,  1'J(I4,  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
in  the  history  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School.  The 
attendance  was  the  largest  in  recent  years.  The  general  character 
of  the  students  was  unusually  tine,  the  results  of  the  instruction  were 
highly  satisfactory,  and  the  harmony  prevailing  among  those  in  au- 
thority was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

No  new  buildings  were  added  to  the  school  property,  but  the  ones 
a 'ready  constructed  were  put  in  excellent  repair  and  in  a  state  that 
will  be  conducive  to  their  preservation.  The  buildings  of  the  Cum- 
berland Valley  State  Normal  School  have  been  planned  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  student  body  and  nothing  has  been  left  undone  that 
could  be  done  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  those  who  enroll 
as  students.  The  time  has  passed  when  students  will  willingly  put 
up  with  any  sort  of  accommodations.  The  accommodations  of  a 
boarding  school  must  compare  favorably  with  the  accommodations 
tt  be  found  in  the  most  desirable  homes  of  the  State.  The  dormi- 
tories for  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  have  recently  been  furnished 
throughout  with  new  and  attractive  furniture.  The  furnishing  of 
the  rooms  is  complete,  nothing  being  left  for  the  student  to  supply 
excepting  a  few  personal  toilet  articles. 

As  the  number  of  students  has  increased  we  have  added  corres- 
pondingly to  the  membership  of  the  faculty.  We  have  endeavored 
to  keep  the  maximum  number  of  students  in  our  classes  within  a 
reasonable  limit.  The  best  teachers  must  fail  to  get  the  best  results 
when  the  classes  given  them  for  instruction  are  excessively  large. 
The  irregular  preparation  of  the  students  entering  the  normal 
schools  of  Pennsylvania  makes  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
classes  should  not  exceed  thirty  in  number  excepting  in  rare  in- 
stances. We  have  tried  to  observe  this  rule  with  as  few  variations 
as  the  conditions  would  permit. 

The  course  of  study  is  too  heavy  for  the  time  given  for  its  com- 
pletion. It  is  dillicult,  however,  to  change  the  course  so  long  as  the 
hiw  regarding  the  curriculum  of  the  township  high  schools  remains 
as  it  is.  Not  much  exwption  can  be  taken  to  the  course  of  the 
junior  year,  as  the  schools  can  take  as  much  time  for  the  completion 
of  this  work  as  they  desire.  It  would  improve  the  course  of  study, 
however,  if  botany  were  transferred  to  the  middle  year  and  geogra- 
phy and  history  were  completed  in  the  junior  year  instead  of  being 
reviewed  in  the  senior  year  as  it  present.      From  the  middle  vear 
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zoologj-  and  geology  might  be  dropped  and  chemistry  or  German 
insisted  upon  for  all  students  throughout  the  year.  Grammar 
should  be  completed  in  the  Middle  year  and  arithmetic  in  the  senior 
year.  Where  German  is  substituted  for  chemistry  in  the  middle 
year  it  should  be  required  in  place  of  solid  geometry,  trigonometry 
and  surveying  in  the  senior  year.  The  system  of  electives  is  too  lib- 
eral for  a  secondary  school. 

There  is  not  that  close  co-operation  in  some  instances  between  the 
officials  of  the  public  schools  and  the  authorities  of  the  normal 
schools  which  is  desirable  for  the  welfare  of  both  the  public  school 
and  the  normal  school.  The  superintendent  ought  to  be  on  the 
lookout  for  bright  and  ambitious  young  men  and  women  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  encourage  them  to  continue  their  education  in  higher 
institutions  of  learning,  after  they  have  finished  the  course  in  the 
public  schools.  These  persons  should  be  encouraged  to  take  a  nor- 
mal course  when  they  have  a  desire  to  become  teachers.  There  is  no 
better  plan  whereby  the  superintendent  may  raise  the  qualifications 
of  teachers  than  to  induce  them  to  take  a  full  course  of  training  in 
a  State  normal  school  whenever  it  is  possible  for  them  to  do  so.  The 
superintendent  should  encourage  directors  to  employ  normal  grad- 
uates in  preference  to  applicants  of  equal  experience  holding  lower 
grade  certificates. 

Examinations  for  provisional  certificates  should  not  be  held  before 
July.  Many  superintendents  hold  these  examinations  in  May  and 
June.  This  results  in  the  withdrawal  from  the  normal  schools  of 
the  State  hundreds  of  students  who  otherwise  would  remain  until 
the  end  of  the  school  term.  The  student  as  well  as  the  school  which 
he  attends  is  injured  by  this  plan.  Directors  in  many  instances  are 
inclined  to  assign  the  schools  at  the  same  time  that  the  superintend- 
ents hold  the  examinations  for  provisional  certificates.  Those  who 
are  about  to  graduate  from  normal  schools  cannot  afford  to  leave  at 
this  time  the  institutions  which  they  are  attending  in  order  that  they 
may  make  personal  application  for  position,  and  many  school  boards 
will  not  elect  teachers  without  a  personal  interview. 

This  works  an  injustice  to  the  class  of  teachers  who  have  the  best 
claim  to  the  full  consideration  of  school  directors  for  appointment. 
The  young  peron  who  has  spent  time  and  money  to  prepare  himself 
fully  for  his  work  is  entitled  to  better  treatment  at  the  hands  of 
school  authorities  than  is  thus  given  him.  If  the  young  person  him- 
self was  the  only  one  who  suffered  the  loss  would  not  be  so  great 
to  the  State  but  the  schools  suffer  along  with  the  teacher  who  has 
been  ruled  out.  By  this  plan  of  early  appointment  the  incompetent 
teacher  often  secures  a  position  for  which  a  competent  teacher  could 
have  been  secured  later. 
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EIGUTH  DISTKICT— LOCK  HAVEN. 


J.  K.  Flickinger,  Principal. 


The  school  year  of  1903  and  1904  was  the  most  successful  one,  from 
every  point  of  view,  in  the  history  of  this  important  school.  It  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  while  the  attendance  has  been  growing  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner,  the  esprit  de  corps  has  risen  with  equal 
pace;  that  is  to  say,  the  ideals  of  the  school  along  educational  lines 
and  the  ideal;:  of  the  pupils,  ethically  speaking,  have  also  greatly  im- 
l>roved.  Our  attendance,  geographically  speaking,  includes  repre- 
sentatives from  every  section  of  the  State,  thus  protecting  us 
against  the  development  of  a  provincial  atmosphere.  On  account  of 
this  fact,  the  school  within  narrow  limits,  may  be  said  to  be  cosmo- 
politan. We  lay  stress  upon  this  circumstances  because  we  believe 
that  the  wider  the  horizon  of  the  pupil  the  more  conducive  and  val- 
uable will  be  his  education.  We  do  not  theorize  when  we  say  that 
the  education  which  is  confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  the  class- 
room is  woefully  deficient.  A  large  number  of  students  from  widely 
separated  communities  bring  with  them  their  neighborhood  environ- 
ment. When  they  come  in  contact  with  students  that  are  dissimilar 
in  their  hereditary'  and  acquired  tastes  it  has  a  tendency  to  make 
them  reflective,  which  is  certainly  conducive  to  intellectual  and  eth- 
ical growth. 

The  new  course  of  study,  barring  some  few  exceptions,  has  worked 
very  satisfactorily.  After  several  years  of  trial  it  is  safe  to  draw 
tentative  conclusions  and  in  so  far  as  our  observations  go  in  this 
school,  the  advanced  scholarship  now  required  has  helped  greatly 
the  cultural  work  of  the  school;  the  students  know  more,  are  less 
crude  and  are,  in  consequence,  much  more  eflicient  teachers.  It  has 
been  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  management  of  this  school  to 
know  that  its  graduates  are  in  demand  as  teachers:  last  yviir  the 
demand  was  greater  than  the  supply. 

The  professional  work  of  the  school  last  year  was  greatly  strength- 
ened by  adding  to  the  faculty  Dr.  J.  K.  Light.  He  comes  to  us  with 
the  best  American  and  Enropean  training,  and  the  results  so  far 
achieved  in  pedagogics  indicate  that  the  students  are  receiving  the 
right  sort  of  instrnciion.  The  kindergarten  department  still  con- 
tinues under  the  suixuvision  «if  Miss  Helen  LesluM',  wlu^si^  work  is  of 
the  highest  order. 

During  the  year  over  .')()0  volumes  were  added  to  the  school  library 
and  a  number  of  excellent  magazines  and  newspapers  were  placed 
upon  the  reading  tables.  The  Biological  laboratory  is  now  supplied 
with  a  good  sized  atiuarium.  alTording  opportunity  for  the  study  of 
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aquatic  animals  from  life.  The  splendid  new  microscopes  have  been 
of  great  advantage  in  the  Biological  work.  The  latest  and  best 
reference  books  in  Zoology  have  been  placed  in  this  room  for  ready 
reference. 

During  the  spring  term  of  1904.  Dr.  Preston  W.  Search,  the  well- 
known  lecturer,  was  engaged  by  the  trustees  of  the  school  to  give  a 
series  of  talks  on  pedagogy.  During  that  time  he  was  practically  a 
member  of  the  faculty  and  the  work  was  made  compulsory;  his  in- 
struction was  practical,  inspiring  and  very  helpful  and  the  students 
were  greatly  benelited.  It  will  be  an  established  custom  in  this 
school,  hereafter,  to  supplement  the  professional  work  each  season 
with  well  known  school-men  and  recognized  specialists  of  ability. 

In  concluding  my  report  we  wish  to  thank  the  School  Department 
for  courtesies  shown,  the  local  newspapers  of  our  city,  and  the  county 
superintendents  of  our  district. 


NINTH  DISTKICT— INDIANA. 


D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  Principal. 


The  school  has  during  the  year  increased  in  numbers  and  in  all 
respects  has  maintained  its  standing.  The  recitation  hall  and  the 
refectory  in  process  of  erection  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  pro- 
gress, health  and  comfort  of  the  students  and  advance  the  usefulness 
of  the  institution. 


TENTH  DISTRICT— CALIFORNIA. 


Theo.  B.  Noss,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  change  or  innovation  in  more  than 
the  usual  degree.  Certain  theories  as  to  normal  school  aims  and 
methods  and  equipment  have  become  convictions  with  us  and  nave 
modified  considerably  the  entire  life  and  work  of  the  school. 

One  of  these  is  that  that  a  normal  school  has  a  distinct  function, 
namely  the  training  of  teachers,  and  should  concentrate  its  efforts 
upon  that  object.  Ordinary  academic  work  of  the  high  school  sort 
has  no  proper  place  in  the  normal  school.  In  so  far  as  the  normal 
school  does  such  work  it  is  dividing  its  energies  and  classifying  itself 
as  a  high  school  or  academy.  All  such  work  in  the  normal  school 
robs  the  school  of  its  professional  character. 


No.  6.  STATE  NORMAL,  SCHOOLS.  SOS 

As  we  enter  upon  the  present  school  year,  we  have  reduced  the 
amount  of  academic  work,  in  the  normal  department  in  two  ways — 
lirst,  by  the  adding  chieliy  for  day  students  a  year  of  high  school 
work  (including  Latin,  German,  algebra  and  other  studies)  to  our 
model  school  course,  and  second,  by  refusing  to  admit  many  boarding 
students  who  are  not  mature  and  prohcient  enough  to  engage  intel- 
ligently and  sympathetically  upon  a  preparation  to  teach. 

It  is  njcdless  to  say  that  a  normal  school  must  deal,  more  or  less 
with  the  various  subjects  of  instruction,  including  all  of  the  common 
branches  and  others,  since  it  is  these  studies  that  normal  school  grad- 
uates must  teach  in  the  public  schools.  Teachers  should  be  made 
expert  in  the  teaching  of  the!?e  subjects,  and  can  only  become  so  when 
they  have  a  masterful  knowledge  of  the  subjects  themselves. 

But  it  is  only  a  professional  use  of  the  academic  branches,  espe- 
cially of  the  common  branches,  that  is  legitimate.  When  the  domi- 
nant aim  is  to  teach  subject  matter,  in  such  branches,  to  those  who 
do  not  know  it,  it  is  not  legitimate;  when  the  dominant  aim  is  to 
impart  skill  in  the  teaching  of  such  branches,  it  is  quite  legitimate. 

The  faculty  of  our  school  deemed  it  wise  and  proper  at  the  close  of 
last  year  to  require  a  higher  standard  of  proficiency  than  hitherio 
for  recommendation  to  the  State  Board  of  Examiners.  New,  when 
the  people  are  willing  to  increase  their  taxes  in  order  to  raise  the 
salaries  of  teachers,  the  normal  schools  should  lead  the  way  in  rais- 
ing the  standard  of  qualification  to  teach.  It  should  not  hereafter 
be  so  cheap  and  easy  to  bear  away  from  a  normal  school  a  diploma 
that  exempt  •  the  holder  for  life  from  any  further  test  of  fitness  to 
teach.  Many  faithful  and  successful  teachers  are  required  to  pass 
frequent  examinations  iu  order  to  keep  in  force  their  license  to  teach. 
Graduates  of  other  secondary  schools  and  even  of  colleges  are  re- 
quired to  pass  examinations  repeatedly  iu  order  to  teach.  It  cer- 
tainly behooves  the  normal  schools  to  see  that  they  do  not  bestow 
their  life  certificates  without  sufficient  guarantees  of  ability,  skill 
and  worthiness  of  character. 

Our  trustees  have  deemed  it  best  to  make  a  small  advance  in  the 
price  of  boarding.  This  makes  the  cost  of  boarding  a  little  greater 
than  it  has  ever  been  in  any  of  our  Pennsylvania  State  normal 
schools,  but  the  price  paid  barely  covers  the  cost  to  the  school.  Our 
school  is  located  iu  the  industrial  region  surrounding  Pittsburg. 
The  cost  of  living  in  recent  years  has  increased  more  than  25  per 
cent.,  while  our  advance  in  price  of  boarding  is  scarcely  ten  per  cent. 

For  several  years  we  have  devoted  considerable  thought  and  effort 
to  the  enrichment  of  the  social  life  of  the  school.  Graduates  of  nor- 
mal schools,  who  have  spent  three  years  of  life  (at  an  impressionable 
period,  socially)  in  a  normal  school,  are  poorly  prepared  to  be  teach- 
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ers  and  priucipals  of  schools,  if  they  have  not  been  made  familiar 
with  the  usages  of  good  society,  and  been  fitted  somewhat  for  social 
leadership. 

Besides  the  various  other  socializing  influences  and  agencies  in- 
cidental to  a  boarding  school,  it  is  our  custom  at  present  to  hold  re- 
ceptions frequently'  under  the  direction  of  one  of  the  classes,  so- 
cieties, clubs,  or  other  organizations  of  the  school.  Entertainment 
of  an  interesting  and  educative  sort  is  provided,  in  the  form  of  music, 
recitations,  short  illustrated  lectures  on  art,  etc.  Once  a  week,  pre- 
ceding a  half  hour's  reception,  in  our  spacious  library,  a  special 
course  dinner  is  served.  A  full  hour,  at  least,  is  spent  at  the  table, 
and  the  occasion  is  made  interesting  by  attractive  features  of  dress, 
conversation  and  special  dishes  served. 

Music  in  various  forms,. and  public  speaking  have  become  much 
more  prominent  as  factors  in  our  school  work. 

Many  of  the  most  practical  and  useful  arts  and  habits,  such  as 
paying  close  attention,  effective  co-operation,  using  the  voice  freely 
and  forcibly,  are  cultivated  by  music  and  public  speaking.  Dramatic 
performances,  debate,  pantomime,  recitations,  etc.,  are  "used  more 
frequently  than  ever  before,  and  with  gratifying  results. 

So  far  as  numbers  are  concerned,  the  past  year  has  also  been  one  of 
progress. 

The  enrollment  in  the  normal  department  was  630,  and  in  both 
normal  and  model  departments,  1,0G2.  The  present  fall  term  shows  a 
considerable  increase  (some  50  or  GO  students),  over  last  fall. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


Albert  E,  Mattby,  Principal. 

The  SIii)pery  Rock  State  Normal  School  maintained  its  usual 
record  during  the  past  school  year,  and  begins  the  fall  term  of  the 
new  year  with  the  largest  attendance  in  its  history.  The  enrollment 
in  the  normal  department  during  the  year  was  six  hundred  and  five, 
in  the  model  and  kindergarten,  two  hundred  and  forty-nine;  thus 
making  a  total  in  all  departments  of  eight  hundred  and  sixtj'-f our. 

Fifty-five  teachers  were  graduated  from  the  school,  and  secured 
immediate  positions  in  the  public  schools.  The  demand  for  teachers 
during  the  summer  was  very  great,  and  a  number  of  calls  were  made 
for  qualified  and  experienced  principals  for  township  high  schools. 
These  we  were  in  a  great  measure  unable  to  supply,  but  the  new 
course  will  soon  furnish  the  teachers  necessary  to  this  demand. 

Sixty-eight  middlers  were  examined  by  the  State  board  and  passed 
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into  the  senior  year,  and  seventy  juniors  were  examined  and  passi-d 
into  tlio  middle  year.  In  comparison  witli  the  student  body  of  un- 
derjj;raduates,  these  numbers  are  small;  but  the  intention  of  the 
school  authorities  is  to  preserve  the  record  of  the  institution  for  the 
thorough  preparation  of  teachers. 

Among  llie  general  improvements  which  may  be  mentioned  are 
the  purchase  of  additional  lands  for  campus,  the  i*epainting  of  the 
buildings  and  the  settlement  and  securing  of  sewage  rights. 

Prof.  W.  11.  Wilcox,  who  filled  the  chair  of  English  very  acceptably 
during  his  two  years'  stay  with  us,  was  called  to  the  principalship  of 
the  model  school  at  East  Stroudsburg,  and  has  entered  upon  his 
duties  in  that  institution.  Trofessor  Wilcox  possesses  that  great 
essential  qualification  of  the  successful  teacher,  a  thoroughly  genuine 
love  for  his  work. 

In  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  true  economy  in  administration,  the 
trustees  of  this  institution  have  always  endeavored  to  select  the 
teachers  for  departmental  work,  as  in  this  way  alone  can  the  in- 
slructors  be  held  responsible  for  the  success  or  failure  of  any  partic- 
ular phase  of  the  work.  Unity  is  destroyed,  in  great  measure, 
whenever  the  work  of  several  departments  is  distributed  among  as 
many  teachers  in  such  way  that  each  teacher  has  work  of  each  sev- 
eral kind.  Evil  etfects  upon  progress  and  discipline  are  almost  sure 
to  arise  whenever  two  classes  of  co-ordinate  grade  in  a  given  subject 
are  placed  under  separate  teachers.  The  present  trend  of  the  ap- 
pointing power  in  the  normal  schools  is  toward  the  securing  of  teach- 
ers better  equipped  for  their  Avork.  Specialists  in  the  various  de- 
partments should  be  secured;  and  these,  through  excellence  in 
scholarship  and  enthusiastic  devotion  to  their  work,  will  become  a 
joy  and  inspiration  to  both  principal  and  students.  It  is,  indeed, 
a  true  principle  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  that  the  instructor  in  a 
given  grade  should  be  educated  in  the  next  higher  school;  but  this 
education  in  college  and  university  is  not  of  itself  sufficient.  We 
need  the  teacher  who  possesses  good  common  sense,  the  power 
through  which  things  are  seen  or  apprehended  as  fhey  really  are. 
We  need  also  the  teacher  who  has  uncommon  sense;  the  insight  of 
the  theorist  and  pliilosoi)her,  the  prophet,  the  thinker.  We  net'd 
the  mind  that  can  go  on  when  the  ordinary  mind  has  found  its  limit. 
Theory  must  be  profound  and  true;  and  the  teachers  selected  for  our 
state  normal  schools  should  have  an  abundant  sup|>ly  of  ideas  com- 
bined and  unified  by  an  undoubted  and  real  e4uii)ment  of  educational 
ideals. 
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TWELFTH  DltSTKICT— EDINBORO. 


John  F.  Bigler,  Principal. 


The  total  euiollment  in  the  normal  school,  by  terms,  for  the  year 
was  1,038.  The  high  standard  of  efficiency  in  all  departments  reach- 
ed in  the  previous  year  was  fully  sustained  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  all  those  who  are  interested  in  our  school  to 
note  the  many  improvements  that  have  been  made  on  the  buildings 
and  grounds.  Eecitation,  music,  society  and  normal  halls  have  all 
been  improved  by  receiving  coats  of  paint  both  inside  and  outside. 
Normal  hall  has  been  furnished  throughout  with  electric  lights. 
This  in  itself  has  been  a  great  improvement  to  the  already  well  fur- 
nished and  principal  building  on  the  grounds.  Electric  arc  lights 
were  installed  on  the  grounds  during  the  month  of  June.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  the  trustees  deemed  it  wise  to  enlarge  our  already  beau- 
tiful campus  by  purchasing  an  adjoining  tract  of  thirteen  acres  of 
land.  This  furnishes  us  one  of  the  best  athletic  fields  in  the  State, 
giving  ample  room  for  base  ball,  lawn  tennis  courts,  running  track 
and  golf  links. 

We  stand  very  much  in  need  of  three  new  buildings — a  dormitory 
for  our  young  men,  a  new  science  building,  and  a  new  gymnasium. 
The  dormitory  now  used  lor  our  young  men  and  our  present  science 
hall  are  both  frame  buildings  erected  fifty  years  ago.  They  are  out 
of  date,  are  inconvenient,  and  unfit  for  our  present  needs.  The 
room  that  we  now  use  for  our  physical  culture  work  is  also  inade- 
quate in  almost  every  respect  for  good  gymnasium  work.  Our  school 
has  grown  rapidly  in  the  i)ast  five  years,  and  with  this  growth  have 
come  greatv,r  needs  and  demands,  so  that  we  are  obliged  to  provide 
these  buildings  for  our  school.  We  cannot  raise  money  enough  from 
the  income  of  tuitions  and  State  aid  to  erect  these  buildings.  ^We 
are,  therefore  obliged  to  ask  the  State  to  help  us.  It  seems  almost 
self-evident  that  the  State  should  care  for  and  support  its  institu- 
tions of  'earning,  and  we  believe  that  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  are 
in  favor  of  education  in  general  and  its  normal  schools  in  particular. 
We  shall  ask  the  next  Legislature  to  give  us  an  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  the  above-named  buildings. 

We  regret  to  chronicle  the  sad  fact  that  during  the  year  two  of 
our  most  influential  trustees  were  stricken  with  paralysis.  Dr.  S.  B. 
Hotchkiss,  who  has  served  the  school  and  who  has  been  one  of  its 
staunch  friends  and  supporters  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  was 
stricken  by  paralysis  and  on  account  of  this  has  been  incapacitated 
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for  any  future  service.  The  Hon.  E.  W.  Smiley,  who  was  elected  four 
years  ago,  received  his  first  paralytic  stroke  in  the  raonlli  of  August 
and  during  September  received  his  second  stroke  and  died.  Our  nor- 
mal school  has  sustained  a  very  great  loss  in  being  deprived  of  the 
service  of  these  two  trustees.  Not  only  has  our  school  sustained  a 
loss,  but  the  State  as  well,  a  they  were  both  good  citizens,  and  Mr. 
Smiley  a  valuable  State  official  in  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  our  judgment,  there  has  been  no  more  important  school  legis- 
lation passed  in  a  number  of  years  than  that  of  the  minimum  salary 
law  enacted  by  the  last  Legislature.  On  account  of  the  very  poor 
wages  paid  our  teachers  throughout  the  State,  the  teachers'  ranks 
have  been  very  much  depleted  in  the  male  portion  of  teachers.  Our 
young  men  have  sought  other  employment  that  was  more  remunera- 
tive, consequently  our  percentage  of  young  men  has  been  far  too 
small  and  is  at  the  present  time.  In  consequence  of  this  law,  we 
already  see  a  great  many  young  men  contemplating  entering  the 
teachers'  profession.  This  law  will  have  the  effect  of  doing  two 
things  for  our  public  schools.  First,  it  will  demand  a  better  qualifi- 
cation for  teaching,  this  means  a  better  training  and  a  higher  stand- 
ard of  efficiency  for  our  teachers;  and  second,  it  will  have  a  strong 
tendency  to  reduce  the  number  of  schools  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth, and  at  the  same  time  will  promote  the  centralization  idea 
and  contribute  materially  to  the  township  high  schools  throughout 
the  Commonwealth. 

Our  corps  of  teachers  was  large  and  strong.  Faithfulness  and 
loyalty  characterized  their  labors  throughout  the  year. 

The  discipline  and  spirit  of  the  school  were  never  better  than  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  We  believe  in  a  strong  government  in  school 
affairs.  Our  endeavor  has  been  to  teach  young  men  and  women  to 
govern  themselves. 

Our  rules  and  regulations  are  simple,  yet  we  insist  on  a  strict  ob- 
servance of  the  same.  Our  teachers  are  ladies  and  gontlenien  of  the 
highest  Christian  type  of  character  and  scholari>hli).  Their  example 
is  a  strong  force  in  the  governing  of  our  students.  The  entii-e  faculty 
labor  ''as  one  man"  for  the  accomplishment  of  character  building. 
Among  our  students,  the  ivsults  have  been  most  gratifying.  The 
trustees  and  patrons  of  the  school  support  the  management  heartily 
in  its  government.  Our  policy  for  the  coming  year  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  school  will  be  very  similar  to  that  of  the  past  year. 

Our  board  of  trustees  have  worked  harmoniously  and  earnestly  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  normal  school  throughout  the  year.  The 
relation  existing  between  faculty  and  trustees  as  well  as  between 
faculty  and  students  has  been  very  pleasant. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its 
loyal  su])port  and  kindly  interest  in  us  during  th(^  past  year. 
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I  am  unable  to  present  anything  in  the  way  of  a  definite  report  for 
the  work  of  last  year,  as  I  had  no  connection  with  the  school  and  did 
not  assume  the  duties  of  the  principalship  until  late  in  August,  11)04. 
What  I  shall  briefly  say  will  be  more  in  prospect  than  in  retrospect. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  during  the  week  of  June 
24-29.  Twenty-two  graduates  received  the  State  diplomas,  all  of 
whom  readily  secured  positions  as  teachers.  At  the  commencement 
exercises  Supt.  James  H.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  delivered  the 
address  to  the  graduates,  and  Rev.  Charles  H.  Albert,  D.  D.,  of  Phila- 
delphia, preached  the  baccalaureate  sermon. 

The  new  gymnasium,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Hermon  C.  Beck, 
was  opened  for  regular  exercises  and  instruction  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  and  proved  to  be  very  popular.  Many  of  the  town's  people 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  take  a  course  in  physical 
instruction. 

Prof,  Walter  R.  Egbert,  who  had  charge  of  the  mathematical  de- 
I^artment,  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  winter  term.  His  place  was 
taken  by  Prof.  E.  A.  Wreidt  and  Prof.  W.  C.  Culmer. 

The  faculty  for  the  coming  year  will  be  composed  of  the  following: 
Dr.  John  Ballentine,  who  for  many  years  has  had  the  department  of 
Latin  and  Greek;  Prof.  W.  Y.  Welch,  who  has  charge  of  the  science 
work;  Prof.  J.  W.  F.  Wilkinson,  who  formerly  had  charge  of  the 
mathematical  department,  was  recalled  from  the  superintendency  of 
the  New  Brighton  schools  to  take  up  the  work  here  again;  Miss  Lo- 
rena  Given,  history  and  drawing.  Miss  Alice  Ross  will  have  charge 
of  the  work  in  English,  and  Miss  Mclntyre  the  music.  Miss  Isabel 
Liggett  has  been  selected  for  the  principalship  of  the  model  scliool 
and  Miss  Leda  Liggett  continues  her  work  as  teacher  in  the  kinder- 
garten. Miss  Ethel  Morrison  and  Mr.  W.  C.  McKean  have  charge  of 
the  gymnasium. 

The  outlook  for  the  year  is  promising,  teachers  are  earnest  and  the 
spirit  manifested  on  all  sides  is  good. 
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STATEMENT    OF    THE    SCHOOL    SYSTEM    SINCE    ITS    ESTABLISH 
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1879 
1880 
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1903 
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1.525 
1,445 
1,610 
1,677 
1,709 
1,755 
1,766 
1,7S8 
1,808 
l,S2i) 
1,823 
l,Si:7 
1,863 
1,8^9 
1,918 
1,971 
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2.023 
2.023 
2,  C50 
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2,2f8 
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2,2S0 
2,237 
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2,3P.7 
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13,284% 
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15,8oO'A 
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18,029 
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19,054 
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21,134 
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22,253 

22.822 

23,451 

23,9S3 

24,497 

24,818 

25,455 

25,981 

26,583 

26,966 


5  m.     2 
5  m. 
5  m.    1 
5  m.    1 
5  m.     8 
5  m.  10 
5  ID.  10% 
5  m.  12 
5  m.  10 
5  m.    9 
5  m.  12 
5  m.  14 
5  m.  19% 
5  m.  10% 
5  m.  19% 
5  m.  20% 
5  m.  21 

5  m.  21% 

6  m.  22 

6  m.    6% 

6  m.    8% 

6.19 

6.19 

6.38 

6.17 

6.37 

6.25 

6.28 

6.62 

6.66 

6.40 

6.74 

6.71 

6.71 

7.17 

7.45 

7.33 

7.40 

7.41 

7.74 

7.71 

7.62 

7.7! 

7.63 

7.69 

7.75 

8.09 

8.04 

8.05 

8. OS 

7.80 


11,967 

12,143 

12,3.57 

12,484 

12,828 

13,058 

13,003 

14,297 

14,380 

14,442 

14, 668 

14,286 

15,504 

15.209 

15.504 

15.670 

16,097 

16.842 

16,784 

17.459 

17,664 

18,101 

18,314 

18,710% 

18,912% 

19,153 

19,305 

19,277 

19,715 

19,875 

20,290 

20,639 

21,481 

21,481 

21,168 

21,393 

21,8£6 

22,231 

22,556 

23.085 

23,2.';3 

22.993 

23,603 

24,174 

24.716 

25.358 

26.878 

26,453 

26.990 

27.683 

28.372 


J29  31 

23  29% 

22  29 

24  00 
24  25 
24  26 

24  20 

25  OS 

23  81 
23  S4 
25  42 

31  82 
37  38 
35  87 

37  38 

35  18 

39  63 

40  C3 

40  55 

41  58 
41  88 

40  03 

38  72 
3fi  34 
34  54 

32  59 
31  36 
22  64 
34  35 

36  23 

37  28 
37  66 
37  10 
37  10 
37  12 

37  57 

38  46 

39  31 
39  S3 

41  64 
31  84 
41  78 
41  80 
41  71 
41  06 
41  68 

41  62 

42  14 
42  98 
44  77 
47  12 


$12  81 

14  89»4 

15  85% 

16  60 

17  22 

17  79 

18  11 

19  71 
18  53 
IS  56 

20  16 

24  21 
27  76 
27  51 
27  76 

29  80 

30  55 

31  12 

31  96 

32  44 

33  33 

31  03 
30  42 

25  90 
27  35 

26  07 

25  14 

26  04 

27  19 

28  30 

29  22 
25  59 
29  29 
29  29 
29  60 
29  76 

29  83 

30  46 
30  89 

32  53 
32  55 
32  70 
32  78 
32  86 
32  50 
32  73 

32  66 

33  08 

33  34 

34  10 

35  09 


488,692 
529,009 
523,754 
514,247 
569.880 
575,251 
585,660 
696,765 
615,087 
634,699 
637,785 
629,587 
666,316 
660,165 
666,316 
686,769 
695,052 
700.040 
609.802 
694.036 
71G.72S 
740, 2S3 
749,314 
7.'.1,032 
771,015 
766,878 
770,349 
762,472 
776.559 
782,407 
795,091 
8^7,791 
820,811 
820,811 
831,367 
840,744 
849,055 
855,200 
861,083 
876.131 
915,499 
942,975 
956.734 
971,337 
999,719 
1,006,990 
1,004.485 
1,010.069 
1.010.620 
1,035,196 
1,039,164 


361,316 
363,1113 
381,321 
387, 1S9 
375, 6S7 
366,961 
381,752 
388,063 
3't7,722 
399,.=;  22 
3r6,7(l 
438,323 
414, f 27 
438.323 
477,775 
4«4.912 
49". 632 
464,127 
439,393 
4C8,3(9 
472,283 
495,743 
491.fi'!S 
515,198 
595.918 
509.246 
504,912 
519.423 
532,874 
549,304 
5-9,606 
570,233 
.■.70,293 
573,041 
583,292 
,574,817 
592.249 
5''9.316 
610.422 
645.201 
666,102 
683,918 
711.111 
736.334 
729. S92 
728.4^3 
720,116 
738.573 
751.000 
764.119 
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49 
48 
49% 
50% 
50% 
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50% 
52 
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50 
50% 
50 
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48% 
47% 
47% 
4S% 
47% 
47% 
48 
47 
47 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
43 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
41 
43 
41 
43 
40 
39 
39 
38 
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48 
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46% 

48 

51 

83 

49 

50 

58 

68 

90 

85 

90 

93 

99 

98 

99 

93 

93 

92 

91 

88 

82 

89 

74 

75 

78 

81 

87 

89 

92 

92 

94 

96 

96 
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1  04 
1  15 
1  06 
1  29 
1  25 
1  22 
1  26 
1  29 
1  32 
1  34 
1  38 
1  45 
1  54 


No.  8.  STATISTICS.  iM 

MENT  UNDER  THE  PRESENT  LAW,   NOT  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA. 
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10,iC3/;£i  43 

6.US.444  H 

1904 
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CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  school  year  ending  June  6,  1904, 
for  the  Cornplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river, 
in  Warren  county,  as  certified  to  by  Supt.  O.  J.  Gunning,  superin- 
tendent of  Warren  county,  as  per  act  of  Assembly,  approved  July 
3,  1895. 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year, ^IQ'2  43 

Appropriation  for  1903, 400  00 

Received  from  other  sources,  35  00 

Total 1597  43 

Expenditures. 

Teacher's  wages, f290  00 

Fuel  and  drayage, 60  25 

Books  and  supplies, 36  22 

Expended  for  piping  water  to  building, 91  87 

Miscellaneous  expenses 29  21 

Total,  507  55 

Balance  on  hand  June  6,  1904, .?89  88 

Distribution  of  State  Aid  to  Normal  School  Students  for  the  School 
Year  Ending  June,  1904. 


District. 


First I  West  Chester 

Second i  Millersville,     

Third 1  Kulztown 

Fourth East   Stroudsburg, 

Fifth Mnn^fi-ld 

Sixth I  BlomshurET 

Seventh i  Phippf^nsh'.irg 

Eighth Lock  Haven 


Ninth. 

Tenth 

Elevf-nth,  . 
Tw«-!fth,  .. 
Thirteenth. 

Total, 


Iniiir.na. 

California 

Slippery  Rock. 

Edinboro 

Clarion 


Amount. 


$28,794  50 
23,039  50 
15,585  00 
16,T74  50 
18,442  50 
21,927  00 
13.550  00 
15,180  50 
20,  ?0S  00 
ie,201  00 
16, 102  50 
14.572  50 
9, 227  OO 

$230,804  50 


Note.— The  above  amounts  paid   the  tuition  of  the  students  in  full,   the  State  thus  furnishing 
free  tuition  to  all  persons  desiring  to  prepare  themselves  for  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 
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TOWNSHIP  HIGH  SCHOOLS  ENTITLED  TO  APPliOPKIATION, 


List  of  township  liij;li  sdiools  for  the  school  year  ending  June  C, 
1904,  whicli  were  entitk'd  to  a  pro  rata  share  of  the  appropriation 
to  township  high  schools. 

Note. — The  appropriation  made  by  the  Legislature  in  1903  for 
the  school  year  ending  June  (>,  1904— |nO,000— was  only  suHicient 
to  pay  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  amount  to  whicli  the  several  schools 
were  entitled.  First  grade  schools  should  have  received  $800;  sec- 
ond grade,  |600;  and  third  grade,  $400,  but  the  ai)propriation  was 
only  sullicieut  to  pay  first  grade  schools,  $480;  second  grade,  $3G0; 
and  third  grade,  $240.  A  township  high  school  maintaining  a  four 
years  course  beyond  the  common  branches  constitutes  a  first  grade 
school;  one  maintaining  a  three  years  course  a  second  grade  school 
and  one  maintaining  a  two  years  course  a  third  grade  school. 

Amount 
County.  Township.  received. 

ALLEGHENY Harrison |240 

Shaler 240 

Storrett 240 

BEAVER Harmony 240 

BEDFORD Broad  Top *     240 

Liberty 240 

BERKS Cumru 240 

Ontelaunee 240 

Perry 240 

Spring 240 

BRADFORD Orwell '       240 

Smithfield 240 

WyalusinK 240 

BUCKS Doylestown 240 

Durham 360 

Falls.     360 

Lower   Makefield 360 

Middletown 360 

Xorthampton 240 

Southampton, 360 

Springfield 240 

BUTLER Franklin 360 

Muddy   Creek 360 

Penn 240 

CAMBRIA Reade 360 

CENTRE Ferguson 240 

Haines 240 

Liberty 240 

Walker 360 

Worth 2A0 

CHESTER East   Brandy  wine 240 

Cain 240 

West   Coventry 240 

Easttown 480 

West    Fallowfleld 360 

East   Go.shcn 240 

Honoybrook 360 

East  Marlboro 360 

West    Nantmeal 240 

New   Garden 240 

New    Ijomlon 2i0 

East    Xottlnnham 24'> 

East    PIkeland 240 

West  PIkeland 241 

Tredvffrin 860 

West    Vincent 240 

Wallace 240 

Warwick 240 

CLEARFIELD RlKler 260 

Huston 280 

Morris 240 

Woodward 2M 

CLINTON .Lamar 2M 

Noyes MO 
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Amount 
Countir.  Town.shlp.  rec€lv«<l. 

COLLMBIA Fishing  Creek 240 

Mifflin 840 

CRAWFORD East   Mead 240 

Randolph 240 

North    Shenango 240 

Summit 240 

CUMBERLAND South    Middleton 240 

East   Pennsboio 240 

DAUI'HIN Wlconisco 860 

Williams 240 

DELAWARE Upper   Darby 860 

Nether  Providence 240 

Radnor 480 

ELK Benezette 240 

Fox 860 

Horton 860 

Jones 360 

Ridgway 240 

Spring   Creek, 240 

ERIE Elk    Creek 360 

Girard 480 

Harbor   Creek 240 

Millcreek 240 

Springfield 480 

Venango 240 

FOREST Jenks 240 

FRANKLIN.    Metal 240 

Quincy 240 

FULTON Wells 240 

JEFFERSON Sny<l3r 240 

Washington 240 

LACKAWANNA South    Abington 240 

LANCASTER Bart 240 

Conoy 240 

East  Donegal 860 

East  Earl 240 

Fulton 240 

LAWRENCE,    North    Beaver,     360 

Hickory 240 

Pulaski 240 

Slippery   Rook 240 

LEBA.VON North  Annville.    240 

Cornwall 860 

North   Cornwall 360 

Heidelberg 240 

Jaoksi.n 860 

LEHIGH Salisbun- 240 

Whif^hall 240 

LUZERNE Hazle.    360 

Ni-wport 360 

Plymouth 360 

LYCOMiNG Mclntyre 240 

McKEAN Foster 240 

MIFFLIN Armagh 360 

Brown,     480 

Union 866 

MONTGOMERY Abington 860 

Cheltenham 480 

Upper  Gwynedd 860 

lyower  Merlon 480 

Moreland 860 

Plymouth 360 

West   Pottsgrove 240 

Whitpain 860 

NORTHUMBERLAND East    ChilliFquaque 240 

West  Chillisquaque 240 

Coal 240 

Delaware 240 

Zerbe 240 

PIKE Delaware 240 

Westfall 860 

POTTER Harrison 860 

Stewardson 810 

SCHUYLKILL Branch 240 

Cass 240 

Frailey 240 

Hepins •....  240 

Union 360 

SULLIVAN Colley 860 

SUSQUEHANNA Brooklyn 360 

Harford 240 

Herrick 240 

UNION .Hartley 360 

Lewis 360 

VENANGO ^ .  Complanter 240 

Oakland 240 

Richland 240 

Rockland 240 

.Sugarcreek 360 

WARREN Conewango 240 

Corvdon 240 

Glade 240 

Kinzua 240 

Sheffield 880 

Sugar  Grove 840 


639 

I 
county.  T..xv...ln,,.  le-eiv.d. 

240 

WASHINGTON Lccil .g^ 

Cr'JS^s    Creek SJJ 

Uidfponilence tV: 

Kilr.imf       I.>l..»conf-  ^" 

240 
480 
240 
240 
I>ehlgh l*^ 

\t.^...-.«-      Uloooant  "»>" 

240 
360 
360 
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Amount 


Cross    Creek, 
Uidfponilence 
Mount   i'liiusant, 
Peters,     . . . 

WAYNli Damascus, 

Ureher,    . . . 
Lake 


Mount  Pleasant 

Preston ■ 

WESTMORELAND Kast   Huntingdon, 

WYOMING,     Monroe Til 

Noxen.  ^" 

YORK C'odorus 


480 


Average   Monthly   Wages   of   Male   Teachers   by   Counties   for   the   School   Year 

Ending  June  6,  1S)04. 


1.  Allegheny ^'^^  '^^ 

2.  Delaware ^°  ^^ 

3.  Elk,    6S  ^2 

65  06 

63  77 

63  71 


4.  McKean,     

5.  Lackawanna 

6.  Luzerne,     

7.  Westmoreland ^^  26 

8.  Chester,    

9.  Montgomery,    

10.  Fayette 

11.  Schuylkill ^^  *^ 

56  23 


60  57 
58  06 
57  76 


12.  Carbon 

13.  Cameron 

14.  Warren ,     

15.  Potter 

16.  Washington,    ^3  46 

17.  Blair 

18.  Venango 

19.  Beaver 

20.  Lehigh ^^  "^^ 

21.  Erie,     ^°  *^ 

22.  Cambria ^^  ^^ 

23.  Jefferson ^°  2"* 

24.  Bucks 

25.  Lancaster 

26.  Susqut'hanna 

27.  Clearlleld 

28.  Tioga 

29.  Butler 

30.  Dauphin 

31.  Northampton ,    

32.  Northumberland *^  ^^ 

33.  Lawrence ■*"*  ^^ 

34.  Forest 

35.  Armstrong 

36.  Lebanon 


55  33 

54  17 

55  97 


53  34 
53  00 
51  89 


50  19 
49  OS 
48  97 
46  62 
46  33 
46  23 
45  69 
45  67 


44  97 
44  35 
43  31 
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o7.  Greene,    

38.  Clinton,     

39.  Bradford 

40.  Mercer 

41.  Indiana,     

42.  Wayne,     

43.  Crawford 

44.  Centre,     

45.  Lycoming 

46.  Clarion,     

47.  Somerset,    

48.  Cumberland,    

49.  Sullivan,     

50.  Mifflin,     

51.  Columbia 

52.  York 

53.  Berks 

54.  "Wyoming 

55.  Bedford,     

56.  Franklin 

57.  Union ,    

58.  Huntingdon 

59.  Adams,     

60.  Montour 

61.  Monroe,     

62.  Pike 

63.  Juniata 

64.  Perry 

65.  Snyder 

66.  Fulton 
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$43  31 

42 

51 

42 

44 

42 

17 

41 

94 

41 

54 

41 

48 

41 

30 

41 

18 

40 

65 

40 

56 

40 

29 

40 

17 

40 

11 

40  01 

39 

92 

39 

17 

38 

69 

38  49 

38  42 

38 

01 

36 

22 

36 

16 

34 

73 

34 

13 

33 

89 

32  54 

32 

38 

30  20 

26 

84 

Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  June  6,  1904. 


1.  Allegheny $50  20 

2.  Delaware 46  64 

3.  Westmoreland,    45  30 

4.  Washington 44  26 

5.  Lancaster 43  30 

6.  Fayette 42  65 

7.  Montgomery 41  84 

8.  Bucks 40  78 

9.  Blair 39  94 

10.  Chester 39  91 

11.  Schuylkill,     39  90 

12.  Elk 39  51 

13.  Cambria 39  49 

14.  Luzerne 39  45 

15.  Beaver 38  69 

16.  McKean,     38  56 

17.  Greene,    38  53 
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18.  l^ehigh $38  41 

19.  Northampton 38  36 

20.  Butler 38  12 

21.  Clearfield 37  45 

22.  Lawrence,    37  40 

23.  Lebanon 37  31 

24.  Cameron 37  12 

25.  Carbon 36  61 

26.  Armstrong,      36  52 

27.  Jefferson,     36  48 

28.  Dauphin,     36  38 

29.  Lackawanna 36  29 

30.  Indiana 35  51 

31.  York 35  48 

32.  Forest,    35  03 

33.  Mifllin,     _      34  81 

34.  Northumberland 34  79 

85.  Venango 34  59 

36.  Lycoming '  34  42 

27.  Centre 34  04 

38.  Berks,     33  91 

39.  Warren 33  79 

40.  Clarion 33  23 

41.  Mercer,     33  19 

42.  Union ^ 33  12 

43.  Potter 33  05 

44.  Somerset 33  03 

45.  Franklin ,     32  51 

46.  Erie 32  18 

47.  Adams 31  80 

48.  Clinton 31  69 

49.  Cumberland 31  66 

50.  Columbia,    31  53 

51.  Sullivan 31  15 

52.  Huntingdon 31  13 

53.  Tioga 30  71 

54.  Montour 30  19 

65.  Bedford,     30  00 

56.  Monroe 29  97 

57.  Juniata 29  25 

58.  Perry 2S  51 

59.  Wayne 28  34 

60.  Wyoming 28  18 

61.  Snyder 28  11 

62.  Susquehanna 27  68 

63.  Crawford 27  24 

64.  Fulton 25  66 

65.  Pike 25  62 

66.  Bradford 25  50 
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Average   Length  of  the  Annual   School  Term  by   Counties  for  the  School   Year 

Ending  June  6,  1904. 


1.  Delaware 9-44 

2.  Allegheny 9-39 

3.  Lackawanna,     9.36 

4.  Montgomery,     9.25 

5.  Northampton ,     8.77 

6.  Schuylkill,     8.70 

7.  Luzerne,    8.70 

8.  Chester 8.69 

9.  Bucks 8.66 

10.  Dauphin 8.47 

11.  Erie 8.41 

12.  Carbon 8.41 

13.  Lehigh 8.40 

14.  Northumberland,     8.32 

15.  Berks 8.29 

16.  Blair 8. 07 

17.  Elk 8.00 

18.  Beaver 7.98 

19.  McKean 7.98 

20.  Lawrence 7.98 

21.  Venango ,    7 .  84 

22.  Warren * 7.84 

23.  Lancaster 7.81 

24.  Montour 7.80 

25.  Potter 7.77 

26.  Lebanon 7.76 

27.  Lycoming,     7.76 

28.  Crawford 7.74 

29.  Washington 7.70 

30.  Columbia 7.68 

31.  Westmoreland,     7.67 

32.  Mercer 7.66 

33.  Pike 7.65 

34.  Mifflin,     7.64 

35.  Fayette 7.63 

36.  York 7 .  62 

37.  Cumberland 7.61 

38.  Bradford 7.59 

39.  Cameron,    7.55 

40.  Tioga 7.56 

41.  Butler 7.51 

42.  Clinton 7.50 

43.  Wayne,    7.49 

44.  Monroe 7.47 

45.  Clearfield 7.46 

46.  Wyoming 7.45 

47.  Forest 7 .44 

48.  Jefferson,    7.39 

49.  Armstrong 7.37 

50.  Franklin 7.37 
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51.  Union 7.36 

52.  Perry 7.31 

53.  Susquehanna 7.29 

54.  Centre,     7.26 

55.  Cambria ,    7.25 

56.  Adams 7.22 

57.  Huntingdon 7.20 

58.  Sullivan 7.17 

59.  Clarion,     7.15 

60.  Somerset 7.15 

61.  Indiana 7.12 

62.  Juniata 7.10 

63.  Bedford 7.09 

64.  Greene,    7.07 

65.  Snyder 7.06 

66.  Fulton 7.05 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY  FOR  THE   SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  6,    1904. 

(In   this  statement  fractions  of  a  nicnth,    one-half  or  over  are  counted  whole  numbers). 


yi 

s: 

j= 

s: 

■^ 

c 

Counties. 

c 
o 

a 

o 
£ 

o 

a 

a 

at 

c 

a 

be 

> 

H 

s 

H 

W 

H 

1.  Adams 

2.  Allegheny 

3.  Armstrong,     

4.  Beaver 

5.  Bedford 

6.  Berks 

7.  Blair 

g.  Bradford,     

9.  Bucks,      

10.  Butler 

11.  Cambria 

12.  Cameron 

13.  Carbon,      

14.  Centre 

15.  Chester 

16.  Clarion 

17.  Clearfield.     

18.  Clinton 

19.  Columbia,     

20.  Crawford,     

21.  Cumberland. 

22.  Dauiihin 

23.  Delavs'are,     

24.  Elk,      

25.  Erie 

26.  Fayette,     

27.  Forest 

28.  Franklin,      

29.  FuUon 

30.  Gre'-ne,     

31.  Huntintjdon 

32.  Indiana,     

33.  Jefferson 

34.  Juniata 

35.  I^ackawanna,     ... 

36.  Lancaster,     

37.  Lawrence,      

38.  Lebanon 

39.  Lehiuh,      

40.  Luzerne,      

41.  Lycoming,     

42.  McKean,     

43.  Mercer 

44.  Mifflin 

45.  Monroe,      

46.  Montgomery,     ... 

47.  Montour,     

48.  Northampton, 

49.  Northumberland, 

50.  Perry 

El.  Pike.      

52.  Potter,      

53.  Schuylkill 

54.  Snyder,     

55.  Somerset,     

56.  Sullivan,     

57.  Susquehanna,      .. 

58.  Tioga 

.59.  Union 

60.  Venango 

61.  Warren 

62.  Washington,     — 

63.  Wayne,    

64.  Westmoreland,     . 

65.  Wyoming 

66.  York,     

Philadelphia,     ... 

Total,      ...- 


330 
"99 


48 
33 
181 
286 


439 
123 


IW 
III 


1119 
22 


16 

12 

168 

196 

S94 

2^5 

126 

3,049 

50 

31 

272 

363 

151 

26 

156 

333 

30 

306 

336 

44 

14 

456 

844 

221 

27 

185 

433 

97 

85 

293 

475 

120 

70 

67 

356 

87 

19 

267 

373 

171 

75 

308 

554 

31 

23 

54 

111 

13 

69 

222 

34 

7 

245 

286 

232 

153 

11 

491 

9 

23 

227 

259 

76 

79 

346 

501 

30 

44 

114 

188 

82 

26 

160 

268 

73 

108 

278 

507 

38 

17 

190 

278 

134 

45 

162 

522 

128 

414 

21 

155 

32 

208 

76 

115 

170 

691 

72 

220 

280 

672 

51 

52 

103 

65 

17 

277 

359 

4 

80 

84 

16 

216 

232 

31 

18 

212 

261 

39 

279 

318 

97 

2.36 

333 

11 

103 

114 

211 

100 

28 

778 

69 

i:!6 

429 

7.-7 

133 

S3 

138 

304 

95 

44 

161 

300 

69 

52 

165 

4.50 

693 

124 

173 

1,081 

147 

49 

231 

427 

98 

112 

104 

314 

95 

74 

222 

391 

41 

6 

91 

138 

30 

9 

109 

148 

101 

50 

79 

609 

30 

49 

79 

106 

61 

126 

492 

248 

26 

147 

443 

17 

28 

147 

192 

15 

18 

41 

74 

34 

115 

82 

231 

4S3 

26 

174 

832 

7 

118 

125 

53 

315 

368 

3 

11 

92 

106 

32 

22 

241 

295 

78 

66 

236 

380 

14 

7 

81 

102 

108 

68 

160 

336 

61 

120 

113 

297 

145 

115 

331 

591 

29 

66 

144 

239 

201 

176 

47.-, 

852 

9 

58 

75 

142 

157 

72 

?.'n 

626 

3,853 

8,484 


6,618 


3,877 


11,840 


30,819 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL. 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY  FOR  THE   SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  6,   1904. 

(In  this  statonient  fractions  of  a  month  one-half  or  over  are  counted  as  whole  numbers). 


« 

j: 

A 

Counties. 

c 
o 
E 

1 

o 
E 

E 
c 

o 

U) 

o 

H 

'A 

H 

« 

t- 

Adams 

AlleKheny 

Armstrong 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair,      

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria,     

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield    

Clinton 

Columbia,     

Crawford 

Cumberland 

Dauphin,     

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin,      

Fulton,     

Greene 

Huntingdon,     

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata 

Lackawanna 

Lancaster 

Lawrence 

Lebanon 

Lehigh,      

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

McKean ?. 

Mercer,    

Miinin 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Montour 

Northampton 

Northumberland 

Perry,     

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset ,     

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,      

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren,     

Washington,     

Wayne 

Westmoreland,     

Wyoming 

York,     

Philadelphia 

Totnt.   


3 

4 

2S 

51 

31 

17 

4 

5 

37 

10 

10 

31 

3 

38 

6 

4 

47 

4 

6 

18 

7 

14 

37 

22 

8 

7 

4 

a 

45 

3 

8 

43 

3 

5 

10 

3 

9 

1' 

2 

30 

42 

26 

2 

1 

4 

32 

2 

7 

42 

1 

7 

23 

a 

a 

22 

4 

23 

37 

4 

0 

20 

10 

a 

22 

26 

1 

9 

3 

.", 

14 

IS 

3 

11 

21 

4 

6 

2 

2 

15 

1 

11 

1 

24 

2 

4 

39 

3 

36 

9 

25 

2 

15 

12 

16 

8 

4 

19 

36 

2 

5 

20 

4 

4 

13 

5 

4 

12 

30 

12 

28 

4 

6 

43 

3 

10 

8 

a 

7 

36 

3 

2 

9 

3 

3 

14 

20 

8 

11 

1 

11 

14 

7 

10 

6 

5 

24 

2 

a 

23 

2 

3 

6 

3 

15 

13 

32 

4 

34 

1 

17 

4 

40 

1 

4 

8 

3 

7 

S3 

8 

11 

22 

1 

1 

13 

4 

9 

22 

3 

15 

13 

16 

4S 

4 

9 

17 

12 

19 

41 

1 

14 

17 

6 

21 

40 

35 
115 
46 
51 
41 
58 
28 
58 
49 
54 
54 
8 
24 
34 
74 
37 
51 
31 
32 
65 
30 
38 
42 
13 
3S 
41 
10 
19 
12 
25 
45 
39 
34 
17 
39 
60 
27 
21 
26 
74 
53 
21 
48 
14 
20 
63 
12 
37 
36 
30 
11 
31 
SO 
18 
44 
13 
43 
41 
13 
35 
31 
66 
SO 


1 


1.496 


2.S68 
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TABULAR   STATEMENT   OF   HIGH    SCHOOLS   FOR   THE    SCHOOL  YEAR 

ENDING  JUNE  6,  1904. 


Enrollment. 


Adams  County. 
East     Berlin     borough 
Fairfield    borough,     .. 
Gettysburg  borough, 
Llttlestown    borough, 
Allegheny  County. 

Allegheny    City 

Aspinwall    borough, 

Avalon    borough 

Bellevue  borough.  .. 
Braddock  borough,  . 
Carnegie  borough,  .. 
Coraopolis    borough, 

Crafton   borough 

Duquesne    borough, 
Edgewood  borough,    . 
Elizabeth    borough,    . 
Harrison    township. 
Homestead   borough. 
McKeesport   borough, 
Millvale    borough,     . . 
North     Braddock    bor 
Oakdale    borough,    ... 
Oakmont    borough,    .. 
Pitcairn    borough,     .. 
Pittsburg     academical 
Pittsburg     commercial 
Pittsburg    normal,     ... 

Shaler    township 

Sheraden  borough,  ... 
Sterrett  township,  .. 
Tarentum  borough.  .. 
Turtle    Creek    borough 

Verona   borough,    

Wilkinsburg    borough, 

Armstrong    County. 

Apollo    borough.     

Ford  City  borough,  ... 
Freeport  borough,  . . . 
Kittannlng  borough,  . 
Leechburg  borough,  . 
Parker  City  borough, . 
Beaver    County. 

Beaver    borough.    

Beaver    Falls   borough 
Brigdewater,   W.,   bor. 
Freedom    borough. 
Harmony    township, 

Monaca   borough 

New    Brighton   bor.,    . 

Rochester   borough,    .. 

Bedford    County. 

Broad   Top   twp.,    

Bedford    borough,    

Everett  borough.* 
Monore    township.     ... 
Hyndman   borough,    .. 
Saxton  borough.* 
Schellburg  borough, ... 
Stonerstown,      Liberty 

township 

Berks  'County. 
Bernville   borough,    ... 
Blrdsboro   borough,    .. 
Boyertown   borough,    . 

Cumru    township,    

Fleetwood  borough,* 
Hamburg   borough.     .. 
Ontelaunee   township, . 

Perry    township,     

Reading,    girls 

Reading,    boys,    


3  8 

3  9 

3'/4  9 

3  9 

3  9 


60 
109 
17 
12 
12 
11 
8 
617 
273 


<v 

«> 

n 

a 

,_; 

al 

E 

sS 

0) 

a 

a 

a 

fe 

H 

s 
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Name  of   Principal. 


20 

27. 

17 

9 

36 

40 

17 

15 

227 

3S4 

15 

12 

23 

26 

17 

31 

39 

44 

39 

70 

30 

44 

8 

13 

24 

36 

6 

11 

9 

34 

8 

5 

197 
11 
25 
29 
26 
12 


47 
26 
76 
32 

611 
27 
49 
48 
83 

109 
74' 
21 
60 
17 
43 
13 

143 

306 
28 
37 
41 
37 
20 


4 

2 

6 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

9 

S 

18 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

32 

7.S 

110 

13 

9 

1 

4 

5 

1 

1 

32 

40 

8 

13 

22 

36 

1 

2 

22 

36 

13 

20 

17 

22 

5 

14 

22 

37! 

12 

34 

11 

28 

19 

40 

15 

25 

6 

24 

416 

416 

318 

3 

13 

I 

16 
1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

9 

16 

2 

10 

6 

16 

4 

7 

6 

13 

2 

1 

6 

7 

1 

1 

11 

12 

1 

3 

9 

12 

2 

4 

4 

8 

1 

37 

55 

92 

13 

24 

37 

40 

77 

6 

10 

4S 

4S 

2 

10 

IIh.    P.   Troup, 
lie.    A.   Landis. 
2  Wm.    I.    Book. 
1  W.  A.  Bingoon. 


James   E.    Morrow. 
E.   J.   Robinson. 
C.    E.    Dickey. 
C.    C.    Williamson. 
J.    E.    Little. 
T.    J.    George. 
C.    C.    Marshall. 
S.    S.    Baker. 
H.   E.  Winner. 
W.  E.  Borger. 
■J.    H.    Bowers. 
J.   Elwood  Wherry. 
Lyde   P.   Williams. 
Kll  S.   Day. 
J.  C.   R.   Johnston. 
Erastus  F.   Loucks. 
T.    K.   Johnston. 
W.    E.    Bair. 

E.  H.    Knoch,    A.    M. 
Edward    Rynearson. 
Edward    Rynearson. 
Edward    Rynearson. 
W.    S.    Bingham. 

F.  T.    Hannum. 
[.   C.    Eakin. 

S.    H.    Gardner. 
R.   E.  Anderson. 
.\nna  Fulton. 
W.    C.    Graham. 

Wm.  M.   Stewart. 

R.    Taylor    Daugherty. 

H.    V.    Rowan. 

C.    E.    Hankey. 

F.   D.   Neal. 

Miles    A.    Milllron. 

J.   Brad  Craig. 
John    F.    Bower. 
Wm.  T.   Levis. 
T.    Frank  Tabor. 
W.   B.  Fruit. 
David  C.   Locke. 
O.  F.   Downes. 

0.  C.   Lester. 

Lyman    E.    Smith. 
J.    A.    Erhard. 

Florence   M.  Woodward. 
J.   A.    Erhard. 

E.   S.   Rice. 

1.  E.   Holslnger. 

H.   D.   J.   Welser. 
T.   A.   Grier. 
Samuel  I.   Henry. 
A.   M.    Dietrich. 

E.  J.  Conner. 
Howard    C.     Snyder. 
Irvln  M.   Shalters. 
Mary  H.  Mayer. 
Robert  S.  Birch. 


•No  report. 
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TABULAR   STATEMENT   OF   HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR   THE    SCHOOL   YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  6,  1904.— continued. 


?' 

Enrollment. 

Graduates. 

Teachers. 

>, 

V 
t 

o 
o 

3 

u 

Location. 

O 

o 
C 

B 

B 

s 

% 

Name   of    Principal. 

Ph 

B 

o 

B 

* 

i 

fa 

3 

o 

1 

fa 

"3 
1 

•i 

2 

-a 

E 

fa 

o 

Reading,   night,    3 

Robeson   township,    ....1... 

Spring    township 2 

Wernersville,         Lowerl 

Hfldelburg    township,  3 

Womelsdorf   borough,..  3 
Blair    County. 

Altoona   city,    4 

Bellwood    borough,     ...  2 
Hollidaysburg  bor.,* 

Juniata     borough i 

Martinsburg  borough,..  3 

Roaring  Spring  bor.,    ..  2 

Tyrone    borough 4 

Bradford     County. 

Athens    borough 4 

Canton    borough,    3 

Granville    township,     ..  2 

Monroeton   borough,     ..  3 

New  Albany  borough...  2 

Orwell    township,     3 

Sayre  borough,    4 

Smith^Id     township,..  2 

Towanda   borough 4 

Troy    borough 4 

Troy.   Ind.,» 

Ulster,    Ind 2 

W'yalusing   borough,    ..  3 

Wyalusing    township,..  2 
Bucks     County. 

Bristol    borough 3 

Doylestown  borough,    . .  3 

Doylestown  twp 2 

Durham   township,    3 

Falls    township 3 

Lower   Makefleld    twp.,  3 

Mlddletown    township,  3 

New   Hope  borough,    ..  2 

Newtown  borough 3 

Northampton    twp.,     ..  2 

Perkasie   borough 3 

Quakertown   borough,..  3 

Sellersville   borough.    ..  3 

Springfield    township,..  3 

Southampton    twp 4 

Yardley     borough 3 

Butler   County. 

Butler   borough 3 

Franklin    township.    ...  4 

Muddy  creek   township,  4 

Penn    township 2 

Cambria    County. 

Fast   Conemaugh    bor.,  3 

Ebensburg   borough,    ..  3 

Gallltzln     borough,     ...  3 

Johnstown    city 4 

Patton    borough, % 3 

Reade    township 3 

South  Fork  borough,    ..  3 

Cameron    County. 

Emporium  borough.    ...  4 

Carbon    County. 

E.  Mauch  Chunch  bor.,  S 
Lansford  borough,* 

Lehlghton   borough.    ...  3 

Maurh  Chunk   bor 4 


Mauch   Chunk    twp. 

Packertnn.    Ind 

Parryvllle    bornugh,    ... 
Summit    Hill    borough. 
Weatherly    borough.* 
Welssport   borough. 


10 
10 

9 

8 

9 

9 

9 
10 

9 

9% 

9 
10 
10 

9 


105 


24 
25 
11 
3 

10, 


13 

14 

270 
12 

20 
15 
24 
97 


74 

114 

26 

23 

11 

13 

1 

6 

26 

8 

12 

( 

43 

67 

9 

13 

60 

58 

5 

8 

16 

22 

12 

18 

7 

21 

30 

40 

7 

12 

15 

15 

8 

10 

13 

16 

30 

39 

28 

31 

17 

16 

20 

11 

19 

13 

29 

29 

18 

15 

12 

5 

7 

15 

29 

28 

60 

106 

17 

18 

14 

15 

9 

13 

6 

( 

16 

30 

15 

21 

107 

175 

19 

29 

8 

13 

9 

19 

20 

52 

16 

2.'? 

26 
31 

416 

20 

28 
31 
40 
156 

1S8 
51 
24 
13 
34 
19 

U2 
22 

lis 

92 

13 

38 
30 


70 

19 

30 

18  . 

29 

69  , 

59 

33 

31 

32 

58 

S3 

17 

22 

57  , 

166 
35 
29  , 

2:: 

12  , 
46 
36 
282 
48 
21 
28 


26     47 
S     11 


2     12     14 
2       1       3 


2  .. 

1  .. 

2  .. 
3 

2 
1 


1  ... 

1  ... 

1  ... 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1  ... 

2  ... 
1  ... 


6       7       2 

12  14  ly, 

4       5       1 
2       3       1 

••I     1  i     li 


7  H.    R.    Brunner. 


1  Frank   O.   Hartman. 

1  William  A.   Strieker. 
1[E.    Elmer   Sensenig. 

10  i  Geo.   D.   Robb. 

1  John  A.   Hindman. 

2  D.  M.  Hetrick. 

1  E.  S.  Kagarise. 
2, Jos.  K.  Ritchey. 
4jl.  C.  M.  Ellenberger. 

6jJ.    P.    Robinson. 
S'J.    A.    Chreitensen. 
1  Helen  Watts. 
1  Budell   Phillips. 
ID.   M.   Soper. 

1  Phillip  Reilley. 

4  I.   F.   Stetler. 

2  Frank  W.  Gorhan, 

5  H.   G.    Padget. 

3  J.   H.  White. 

liR.   B.   Allen. 
2l.\ckley  E.   Blocher. 
1!  Joseph  H.  Hurst. 

3  Jennie  C.   Adams. 

4  Arthur  Phillips. 
1|A.  James  Gayman. 
I'Tra   R.    Baker. 

2  H.    Clinton    Neagley. 
2;o.  E.  Bait. 
2iE.    W.    Martlndell. 
2iO.  L.  Underwood. 
2  J.   H.   Hoffman. 

1  Geo.   W.   Hellyer. 

2  .Albert   C.    Rutter. 

2  Seward  M.  Rosenberger. 
2,W.   Kelff  Nauman. 

1  Henry   L.    Trumbower. 

3  Charles  T.   Windle. 

2  W.  G.  Jones. 

6  V.  K.  Ir\lne. 

2  Letltla    Barnes. 

1  Margaret   Washabaugh. 

1|F.   A_^McClung. 


H.   M.    Tarr. 
F.    B.    Ott. 
R.   H.   Biter. 
W.   T.  Long. 
Rnice  I.    Myers. 
J.    C.    Williams. 
M.  S.   Bents. 


2  E.    S.    Llnr. 

l;P.  H.  McCabe. 

!iF.    A.    Ebert. 
S|E.   ^V.    Rombenrer. 
1  L.    G.    Rr«thleln. 
1  J.   F.    Amer. 
liWm.    H     Krlll. 
1  H.  M.  Webber. 

1  Clinton  S    Felmle*. 


*No  report. 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT   OF   HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR   THE    SCHOOL  YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  6,  1904.— continued. 


s 

Enrollment. 

Graduates. 

Teachers. 
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Name   of   Principal. 


Centre    County. 
Bellefonte    borough.     .. 
Boalsburg,  Hairis  twp., 
Centre   Hall   borough,.. 

Haines    township.    

Liberty    township 

MtUheim   borough.    

Philipsburg  borough,.. 
Port    llatilda.     Worth 

township 

Spring     Mills,      Gregg 

township 

State   College   borough. 

Walker  township 

Ferguson    township,     .. 
Chester  County. 

Atglen    borough 

Avondale    bo -ough,     ... 

Cain    township 

Coatesville  borough,  .. 
Downingtown  borough. 
East  Brandy  wine  twp., 
Eastown  township.  ... 
East  Goshen  township, 
East  Marlborriugh  twp., 
East  Nottingham  twp., 
East  Pikeland  twp.,  ., 
Honeybrook  boroug-h.  . 
Honeybrook  township. 
New  Garden  township, 

New  London  twp 

North    Coventry    twp., 

Oxford    borough.     

Phoenixville  borough. 
Spring  City  boroush,  .. 
Tredyffrin  township,  .. 
Warwick  township.  ., 
Wallace  township,  ... 
West  Chester  borough. 
West  Fallowfield  twp.. 
West  Grove  borough,. 
West  Nantmoal  twp.. 
West  Pikelanl  twp,  .. 
West    Vincent    twp.,    . 

Clarion  County. 

Clairion    borough,    

Edenburg    borough,     .. 

Foxburg,    Ind 

New  Behlehem  bor. ,  ., 
Rlmersburg  borough,  .. 
St.    Petersburg:   bor.,    .. 

Salem     township,     

Sligo    borough 

Clearfield  County. 

Bigler    township 

Brisbin   borough 

Clearfield  borough,  ., 
Curwensville    borough, 

DuBois    borough 

Houtzdale    borough,     .. 

Huston    township,     

Irvona   borough 

Mahaffey   borough,    — 

Morris  township 

Woodward      township, 

Clinton    County. 
Lock  Haven  bomugh. . 

Mill  Hall  borough 

Renovo   borough 

Salona,  Lamar  twp.,  .. 
Westport,    Noyes   twp., 


2 
3 
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2 

3 

VA 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 


9 

43 

7 

8 

7 

S 
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6 

7 

13 

7 

14 

9 

12 

7 

15 

7 

22 

8 

16 

7 

11 

7 

8 

8 

6 
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7 

8 

7 

9 

36 

9 

15 

8M- 

8 

9'^ 

19 

S 

4 

8% 

13 

8 

15 

8 

7 

m. 

11 

8 

12 

s% 

Ij 

7 

8 

8 

& 

9 

12 

9% 

74 

9 

30 

9% 

12 

7 

51 

m. 

12 

10 

113 

9 

18  1 

9 

19 

8 

12 

8 

10 

S 

8 

9 

13 
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8 

7 

8 

8 

15 

7 

8 

8 

13 

7 

16 

8 

9 

7 

4 

7 

18 

9 

43 

8 

15 

9 

45 

8 

a 

7 

12 

7 

9 

8 
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8 

11 

8 

4 

9 

53 

8 

12 

8 

38 

7 

26 

8 

5 

16  i 

271 
14 

^^1 
19 
10: 

8' 
42: 
29 

18; 
21I 

6 

9 
17 
11 
14 
9 
6 
5 
10 
19! 
79 
35 
6 
10 
12 
153 
10 


43 1 

25  j 
21' 

25 
17 
15 
78 

44 1 

26  , 
40 
10 
22 
32 
18' 
25 
21 

7 

13; 

15 

31 
153 

65 

18 

15  , 

24  , 
266 

28 

271 

20  . 

18', 

18 
1 

18 

18 

12  I 
43' 
23  I 

40  { 
30 

^1 

14  I 

33 
106 

33  I 
143 

25 

33 

24 

25 

35 

24 

137 

31 
110 

54 

25 


2 

21 
7| 
4| 
3 
2 
4 
1 
ll 

"J 


2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

i 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

II... 

ii... 

ll 
ll... 

•iL, 

i[... 

i:: 

ll 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2'.. 


4  John   D.    Meyer. 

1  S.    Ward   Gramley. 
1  John   A.    Young. 
1  E.   S.  Stover. 
1  F.    Milford   Fletcher. 
1  C.   R.   Neff. 

5  D.   Howard  Robbins. 

1  J.    A.   Williams. 

1  W.  P.   Hosterman. 

1  Effie  C.    Snyder. 

2  A.   P.   Weaver. 
1  Jacob   Diehl. 

1  Edward  W.   Keenan. 
1  William    H.    Snyder. 

3  J.  Elwood  Phipps. 
5  Simon  G.    Huber. 

3  John    R.    Hunsicker. 

-  A.    M.    Snvder. 

3  E.   E.    Pawling. 

1  Wm.    Ely    Roberts. 

"  A.    B.    Yeager. 

1  A.  L.  Eby. 

1  Edith   M.   Jackson. 

1  John   Y.    Pennvpacker. 

1  H.  M.  Dengler. 

1  .\verala   Crossan. 

1  Alfred   L.    Carey. 

1  W.   Reid   Kirkland. 

2  Ralph   L.    Johnson. 

5  W.   Lewis  Haldy. 

3  Thomas  A.  Bork. 
2  John  C.  Bechtel. 
1  Joseph    Davis. 

1  M.   Elsie   Philips. 

8  Addison  Jones. 

1  Frank    E.    Hagenbuch. 

1  I.    E.    Stetler. 

1  Milton    L.    McCullough. 

1  Jones   T.    Shoffner. 

1  E.  May  Keinard. 

2  John   M.   Myers. 
1  N.    E.    Heeter. 

1  C.    M.    MoNaughton. 
1  N.  G.   Parke. 

1  R.    G.   Long. 

2  Gael  G.   Wilson. 
2  F.   H.   Rimer. 

1  K.    M.    Smith. 

1  W.   B.   Jackson. 
1  Nell  G.   Sweeney. 

6  Georaie   W.    Baker. 
5  H.   J.    Barrett. 

5  J.    J.    Behney. 
1  J.    E.    Radcbach. 
1  Albert   L.    Scofield. 

1  J.    A.    Green. 

2  W.    E.    Tobias. 

1  W.    W.    Eisenhart. 
1  B.  F.   Rinehart. 

4  C.   G.   Cleaver. 

1  B.    J.    Bowers. 

4  Oden  C.  Gortner. 

2  H.  C.  Rothrock. 
2  W.   I.   Zechman. 


•No  report. 


No.  6. 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT    OF    HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR   THE    SCHOOL   YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  6,  1904.— continued. 
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Enrollment. 

Graduates. 
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Name   of   Principal. 


Columbia  County. 

Benton    borough 

Berwick    borough 

Bloomsburg  borough,.. 
Catawissa  borough,  ... 
Fishing   Creek  twp.,    .. 

MiRlin   township 

Orangevllle  borough,    .. 

Crawford  County. 

Beaver,     Ind 

CentrevlUe  borough.  .. 
Cochranton  borough.  .. 
Conneautville  borough. 
East  Mead  township,.. 
Geneva  borough.* 
Hydetown  borough,  .. 
Llnesville    borough,     .. 

Meadville    city 

North  Shenango  cwp., 
Randolph  township.  .. 
Saegertown  borough,  .. 
Springboro  borough,  .. 
Summit  township,  ... 
Tltusville  borough.  ... 
Townville    borough, 

Venango    borough.     

Cumberland     County. 

Carlisle    borough.     

Mechanicshurg  bor. ,  .. 
Mt.  Holly  Springs  bor., 
New   Cumberland    bor., 

Newvllle    borough,    

Shipponsburg  borough. 
East  Pennsboro  twp.,.. 
South    Middlelon    twp.. 

Dauphin   County. 
Berrysburg  borough,    .. 

Dauphin  borough 

Eltzabethville   borough, 

Gratz    borough 

Halifax    borough 

Harrisburg    city 

HumniPlstuwn    bor.,     .. 

Lykens    borough 

Mlddlftown  borough... 
Mtllcrsburg    borough,.. 

Penbrook  borough.    

Royalton    borough,     ... 

Steelton    borough 

Unlontown  borough,  .. 
W'iconlsco  township.  .. 
Williams    township,     .. 

Delaware  founty. 

Chester    city 

Darby    borough.    

Media     borough 

Providence,  Ncth«r 

township 

Radnor    township 

Ridley  Park  borough, 
Swarthmore   borough,.. 

Upland    borouirh 

Upp«r  Darby  township. 

Elk    County. 
Benezette   township. 
Brockport,  Horton 

township 

Fox    township 

Glen  Hnz'^l.  Jones  twp., 
Johnsonburg    borough. 

Rldgway   borough 

RIdgway    township,     .. 


3 

S 

4 

9 

4 

9 

4 

9 

3 

7 

3 

7 

3 

8 

12 

7 

2 

8 

2 

8 

4 

S 

2 

1 

8 

8 
9 
7 
7 
8 
8 
8 
9V4 


9V4 
8% 
8% 


7 

9 

9H 

9 

9 

9 

9 

7 

7 

0 

8 

9 

9 

9H 

10 

94 

9 

9>4 

10 

9 

2 

9H 

3 

10 

3 

8 

3 

8 

3 

8 

2 

8 

4 

8 

4 

9 

2 

8 

6 
31 
63 
20 
12 

9 
10 

12| 

20i 

33, 

1, 

I 

12 

17 

102 

9 

9; 

18, 
Ml 

7! 
49 
16 

3: 

46 ! 
34' 
141 

14; 

20| 

28: 

15! 
14 

25 
17 

\\l 

14; 

333  I 
10 1 
34; 
30 
28 
19 
9 
94 
17 
19 
21 

125 
301 

34 


271 

16  1 

ul 

161 

13 

386  1 

i*\ 

22 

52 

il 

128  I 

17  ! 
32 
21  I 

215! 
38  I 
39 


6 

8 

58 

57 

7 

10 

16 

29 

8 

16 

11 

9 

18 

15 

14 

19 

8 

15 

4 

10 

49 

80 

88 

131 

29 

49 

12 

24 

11 

20 

10 

20 

11 

16 

7 

19 

33 

35 

33 

70 

7 

8 

20 

32 

31 

48 

138 

240 

13 

22 

8 

17 

18 

36 

28 

42 

19 

26 

90 

139 

13 

31 

4 

1 

73 

119 

54 

88 

17 

31 

14 

28 

15 

33 

38 

66 

13 

28 

12 

26 

33 
22 
321 
27' 


721     36 
24       3 


15 


36 
82 
55 
41 

22 
222 

34    ... 
51  1     2 

42,... 

310  ,  24 

68,     5 

73       2 


115      12 
17'     2 


6  8 

::^!  i! 

63  99 
2       5 


E.  Etienne   Beas«. 
J.   W.   Snyder. 

L.    P.    Sterner. 

i.    Morris   Roberts. 

vjerdon   Baker. 

t".   A.   Berkenstock. 

vValter  Riland. 

Robert   Kelley.    Jr. 

Harry   A.    Hall. 

S.    A.    Wilson. 

L.    A.    Marsh. 

C.    F.    Chamberlain. 

H.  J.   Lonclot. 

F.  A.    McKelvey. 
Euphemia  Haxton. 
Charles  W.   Wagner. 

has.   C.   Burch. 
O.  O.  Coon. 
P.    D.    Blair. 
C.  W.  Cubbison. 
H.    D.    Hopkins. 
P.  M.  Woodward. 
Ogden  C.  Bole. 

3.  C.  Beitzel. 

A.  B.  Hess. 

Charles   W.    Appleman. 

G.  P.  Klugh. 
J.   I.   Martin. 

W.    C.    McClelland. 
John    Hetrick. 
John  A.  Ward. 


11     13 

1  2 

2  3 


F.   D.   Keboch. 

E.  C.   Leber. 
H.  W.  Fitting. 
J.   T.   Hoffman. 
P.    L.    Hooker. 

F.  E.    Downes. 

H.    Lenlch    Meyer. 
W.    M.    Y^Ingst. 
L.    B.    N'ye. 

E.  E.    Sloat. 

J.    W.    M.    Garvey. 
John   R.   Geyer. 
Charles  S.   Davis. 
Calvin    L.    Grimm. 

F.  E.    Shambaugh. 
C.   B.  Bamett. 

Thomas  S.   Cole. 
Charles  P.  Sweeny. 
L.  H.  Walters. 


"         -in   Wlllson. 
Wilson. 
'•>y   Chamber*. 
.,    .N".ss. 
1  Harriet    A.    Castle. 
1  Elizabeth    D.    Turner. 

C.    M.    Rosenberry. 


T.    E.    Klngiiley. 
R.   F.    Basti.in. 
F     F.    FuU~n. 
G.    n     Gerlit>rioh. 
W.    M.    Pelrc«. 
B.    H.   Rhlnesmltta. 


•No  report. 
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TABULAR   STATEMENT   OF   HIGH    SCHOOLS   FOR   THE    SCHOOL   YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  6,  1904.— continued. 


Lrocatlon. 


u 

Enrollment. 

Graduates. 

Teachers. 

«i 

K 

s 

.a 

3 

O 

u 

B 

a 

•B 

■ 

« 

0) 

n 

o 

■ 

V 

d 

-3 
1 

-3 

■ 

-a 

d 

o 

a 
d 

d 

E 

d  ; 

o 

E- 

Name  of   Principal. 


St.    Marys  borough,    ... 

Spring  Creek  township, 

Wilcox,    Jones  twp.,    .. 

Erie    County. 

Albion    borough 

East    Mill    Creek   twp., 

Corry    city 

East  Springfield  bor.,.. 
Edinboro    borough,     ... 

Elk   Creek   twp.,    

Erie   city 

Falrview    borough,     ... 

Girard    borough,     

Harbor  Creek   twp.,    .. 

Mlddleboro,    Ind.,    

Miles     Grove,      Girard 

township 

Mill  Creek  township,.. 
Mill  Village  borough,.. 
North  East  borough,  .. 
Philipsville,  Venango 
township 

Platea  borough 

Springfield  township, . . 
Union  City  borough,  .. 
Waterford  borough,  .. 
Wattsburg  borough.  .. 
Washington     township, 

Fayette    County. 

Connellsville     borough, 

Unlontown   borciugh,    .. 

Forest    Count  j'. 

Jenks  township,   

Tionesta    borough 

Franklin   County. 
Cliambersburg    bor.,     .. 
Mercersburg  borough,.. 

Metal    township 

Qulncy    township 

Waynesboro  borough,., 
Fulton     County. 

McConnellsburg    bor.,.. 

Wells    township 

Greene  County. 

Waynesburg  borough,* 

Huntingdon     County. 

Alexander    borough,     .. 

Huntingdon    borough, . 

Mapleton    borough.     .. 

Mount    Union    borough 

Orbisonia    borough,    .. 

Petersburg  borougli,    . 

Spruce   Creek   twp.,    .. 
Indiana    County. 

Blairsville   borough 

Saltsburg    borough.     ., 
Jefferson  County. 

Big   Run    borough,    

Brockwayville    bor.,     . 

BrookvJUe    borough,     . 

Corsica    borough 

Palls   Creek   borough,. 

Punxsutawney   bor.,    . 

Reynoldsville    bor.,     .. 

Snyder   township.     

Summervllle    borough, 

Washington     township 
Juniata    County. 

Mlfnintown     borough. . 

Patterson    borough,    .. 
Lackawanna    County. 

Arehhald    borough,     .. 

Blakely    borough 

Carbondale    city 


8V4 


8 

ii 

8 

u 

8 

8 

8 

14 

9 

C 

9 

52 

1    8 

12 

9 

8 

7 

5 

9% 

255 

7 

51 

9 

20 

8 

14 

8 

& 

2 
2 

7 
8 

10 

5 

2 
3 

8 
8 

9 

10 

2 
2 
4 

9 

9 
10 

10 
6 

59' 

18 
fr 
100 
IS 
8 
19 
376 
42 
28 


14 

18 

5 

& 

1( 

25 

14 

10 

14 

12 

3 

12 

1 

1 

11 

19 

20 

50 

31 

42 

10 

15 

10 

9 

IS 

45 

74 

74 

12 

22 

S 

24 

&i 

104 

15 
105 
12 
15 
15 
16 
15 

54 
21 

7 
27 
24 
10 

8 
79 
24 
13 
15 
10 

19 
19 

21  I 
24  ' 

162 


32 

12 
152 

27 

IS 

W  .... 
631  45 


14   IC 


169 
52 
21 
14 


24 

153 

25 

31 

2S 


P3 
32 

12 
4S 
42 
IS 
10 
125 
37 
18 
25 
15 

2S 
29, 

311 
30  I 
221 


41  3 
24  .... 
2«       3 

67       2 


61  .... 
148      12 


10     17 

4'      6 


4       4 

12      13 


16       7 
6     19     25 


2       51  J.   J.    Lynch. 
...       3iM.   A.   Hallahan. 
2 1     3  S.  A.  Mahle. 

l'     2  F.   A.  Shaw. 

1       2  Robt.    B.    Proudflt. 

4       6  Mary  L.  Breene. 

1  B.  L.  Dearing. 

1  J.   F.   Mc.\rthur. 

1  2  John  C.   Dlehl. 

13     20  William   R.    Lingo. 

2  3  Chas.  F.  Armour. 

3  4  Albert  G.   Weidler. 

1  2  George    W.    Zaun. 

2  2  M.   Agnes  Daley. 

1       2  Goffrey   Lyon. 
1       2  Herbert  J.   McCreary. 
1  D.   L.   McMurren. 

4  5  J.   H.   Russell. 


1  Walter  E.  Page. 

1  Chauncey   Ferguson. 

2  Vergil  R.    Henry. 
4  S.  C.  Humes. 

3  E.    M.    Mixer. 

1  Frank  L.    Burdick. 

2  May   Wing. 


10 

13 

1 

4^ 

6 

1 

11 

13 

2 

5  1 

7 

1 

1 

22 

31 

5 

4 

3  J.  P.   Wiley. 

5  H.   F.   Brooks. 

2  Fred.  E.  Sleight. 
2  D.  W.  Morrison. 

4  W.   F.  Zumbro. 

2  J.    L.    Finafrock. 
1  Mary  B.   Gordon. 
1  G.   Charles  Clever. 
4  W.  B.  Stottlemyer. 

1  Emery  Thomas. 
1  H.   M.   Griffith. 


1  C.   B.   Hardman. 
5  E.    R.    Barclay. 

1  Emma  Hamilton. 

2  J.    A.    Runk. 

1  B.   N.   Palmer. 

1  James    Widdowson. 

1  Milton   B.   Wright. 

3  H.    D.    Condron. 

2  Charles  Ray. 


F.   S.  Jackson. 

C.    E.   Wilson. 

Ruth  H.  Sprague. 

C.    B.    Carrier. 

\.   J.   Hamilton. 

H.    W.    Willier. 

F.  T.  McClure. 

W.  M.   Brown. 

D.    B.    Peterson. 

W.    M.    Jones. 

W.    C.    Donnelly. 

Clair  N.  Graybill. 

2 

Mary   E.    MuUin. 

2 

H.   B.   Anthony. 

9 

W.   D.   Bryden. 

•No  report. 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT    OF    HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR   THE   SCHOOL   YEAR 

ENDING  JUNE  G,  1904.— continued. 


Location. 


i 

Enrollment. 

Graduates. 

Teachers. 

>. 

i 

o 

0 

z 

Si 

a 

u 

o 

u 

s 

a 

B 

8 

■ 
« 

S 

Is 

41 

a 
o 

S 

1 

3 

o 

'3 

E 

4) 

^ 

1 

4) 

-3 

3 

O    1 

1 

Name   of   Principal. 


Dickson    City    borough, 

Dunmore  borough,    

Jermyn   borough 

May  field    borough.     

Mlnooka.   Lack  twp.,. 

Mooslc    borough , 

Olyphant    borough,     ... 

Scranton   city , 

South  Abington  twp.,.. 

Throop    borough. 

Waverly  borough,    

Winton   borough 

Lancaster  County. 

Bart    township 

Christiana  borough.  .. 
Columbia     borough, 

Conoy    township 

Denver    borough 

East    Donegal    twr 

East  Earl  township.  .. 
Elizabethtown    bor. ,     .. 

Ephrala    borough 

Fulton    township 

Lancaster,     boys 

Lancaster,     girls.     

LItitz    borough 

Manhelm    borough,     ... 
Marietta    borough. 
Mount  Joy   borough,    .. 
Quarryvllle  borough.    .. 
Strasburg   borough,    ... 

Lawrence  County. 
Ellwood    City    borough. 
Enon    Valley    borough. 

Hickory    township 

New  Castle  city     

North  Beaver  twp 

F*ulaskl    township 

Slippery   Rock  twp.,    .. 

Lebanon   County. 
Annville,    North    twp., 
Cornwall    township.     .. 
Heidelberg   township,.. 

Jackson   township 

Lebanon    city 

West  Cornwall  twp,,    .. 
Lehigh   County. 

AUentown    city 

Catasauqua  horon^h... 
Coopersburg   borough... 

Coplay   borough 

Emaus    borough 

Fount.ain  Hill  bor..  .. 
Hokendauqua.    Ind.,    .. 

Sallsburg  tv.-p 

Slatlngton  borough,  .. 
Wpst  Bethlehem  bor.. 
White    Hall    township. 

Luzerne    County. 

Ashley    borou^jh 

Avoca    borough 

Dallas   township 

Dorranceton     borough, 

Duryea    borough 

EdwardsvMle     Isorough. 

Exeter    borough 

Falrview   township.    ... 
Freeland    borough, 
Hanover   township,     ... 

Hazleton    city 

Hazlc    tnwnsiiip,     

Kingston    borough, 
Luzern-;    borough. 
Nantlcoko    horouch 
Nescopeck    borough 
Newport    township. 


2 

9 

3 

8 

U 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

9 

24 

56 

80 

6 

16 

22 

4 

3 
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14 

34 

48 

6 
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10 

1 

2 

9 

3 

13 

16 

2 

8 

7 

21 

28 

2 

8 

ib 

2 

9 

4 

14 

18 

1 

4 

s 
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4 

9 
10 

4 
397 

11 
670 

15 

1,067 

16 

1 
11 

42 

87 

129 

2 

8 

11 

16 

27 

4 

2 

6 

1 

2 

9 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

8 

25 

17 

42 

2 

2 

9 

7 
9 
9 

SM 

10 
10 

9 

9 

9 
10 
10 

s 

9 

10 

s 

9 

9 

7 

9 

9 

9 

9 

8 
I  9 
10 
1   9 


2  4 
1  6 
S       9 


9 

8 

9 

8 

10 

31 

25 

23 

56 

2 
13 

1 
5 

3 
18 

19 

16 

35 

7 

4 

11 

25 

15 

40 

2S 

27 

55 

12 

6 

IS 

24 

20 

44 

4 

4 

164 

164 

19 

19 

267 

267 

40 

40 

28 

39 

67 

D 

16 

21 

20 

■55 

45 

3 

0 

f 

17 

32 

49 

3 

6 

i 

35 

32 

67 

7 

7 

U 

13 

12 

25 

1 

3 

4 

15 

22 

37 

1 

7 

8 

19 

40 

59 

3 

6 

9 

16 

18 

34 

12 

13 

25 

122 

204 

326 

21 

3.S 

54 

15 

30 

45 

3 

8 

11 

6 

21 

27 

10 

7 

17 

13 

17 

30 

16 

9 

25 

20 

10 

30 

20 

25 

45 

6 

4 

9 

91 

125 

216 

9 

14 

2-! 

10 

10 

20 

2 

4 

6 

200 

238 

438 

40 

79 

119 

25 

40 

65 

a 

11 

16 

26 

20 

46 

12 

10 

22 

4 

1 

3 

11 

13 

24 

4 

5 

9 

10 

11 

21 

3 

3 

7 

10 

17 

3 

4 

7 

27 

21 

48 

5 

1 

6 

43 

40 

83 

10 

6 

16 

44 

37 

81 

6 

3 
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27 

27 

.54 

22 

34 

56 

3 

7 

10 

18 

35 

63 

3 

17 

20 

20 

26 

46 

12 

36 

48 

4 

6 

10 

21 

68 

89 

2 

11 

13 

12 

32 

44 

2 

9 

11 

13 

16 

29 

S 

5 

14 

18 

32 

1 

3 

4 

7 

.18 

25 

2 

1 

3 

,      St 

119 

203 

l."i 

16 

30 

28 

60 

78 

4 

3 

9 

21 

40 

61 

8 

11 

14 

20 

29 

49 

4 

5 

9 

»<, 

52 

S6 

2 

4 

6 

20 

16 

36 

1 

1 

9 

331 

35 

(8 

11 

11 

23 

John  E.  Williams. 
R.    N.    Davis. 
H.    N.    Barrett. 
James  P.  Wilson. 
Thomas  P.   Joyce. 
James  J.   Powell. 
<4.    W.    Cummings. 
Albert    H.    Welles. 
K.    Lloyd    Wllliaraa. 
John  J.   O'Hara. 
lialph  M.   Archibald. 
John  A.  Moyles. 

C.   E.   Charles. 
H.    C.    Symons. 
Mary  Y.   Welsh. 
H.   S.    Brinser. 
Samuel   H.    Zeigler. 

A.  S.  Longenecker, 
1.   B.  Good. 

E.   L.   Pontz. 
H.   E.   Gehman. 
T.    E.    Garver. 
J.    P.    McCaskey. 
Sarah   H.    Bundell. 
G.    Herman   Goetz. 

B.  F.  Helges. 
John  H.  Shenck. 
\V.    R.    Heilig. 

S.   Edward  Gable. 
W.   V.   Sinju. 

R.   L.   Turner. 
R.   L.   Hildebran. 
G.  G.   Miller. 

A.    Dickson. 
A.    R.   Hunt. 
Geo.   W.    Britton. 
A.   S.  White. 


1  H.    M.   B.    Lehn. 

2  Thomas  H.   Matterness. 

1  T.   V.   Miller. 

2  Samuel  Haak. 
7  L.   I.   Loveland. 
1  R.  P.  Wolfersborger. 

14  J.    H.    Schwartz. 
2|H.    J.   Reinhard. 
IS.    M.   Smyser. 
1  W.    E.   Musselman. 
1,W.   D.   Landis. 
1  W.   L.   Guth. 

1  Gus   E.    Oswald. 

2  Chas.  C.  Bachman. 

3  F.  J.  Stettler. 

4  r.    T.    Benaer. 

2  P.    H.    Breinlg. 

3  E.    r>.    Bovard. 
2  Michael  Toole. 
2  Hattie  E.   Albertson. 
2  Oavld  Wlant. 

4  F.   J.   Regan. 
2  James  O.    Herman. 
1  Fdward   J.    Sullivan. 

1  t'laiule    L.    Moss. 

2  K.    F.   Hani.  n. 
•n     W.    Glvnn. 

« •  ^  r.oipt. 

rrett. 
:\ns. 
Z  .     i;     Osborne. 

3  A.  1".  i'iffendafer. 
2  J.    H.    Shaw. 

4  Geo.   W.   Cox«. 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT   OF   HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR   THE    SCHOOL   YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  6,  1904.— continued. 


Enrollment. 

Graduates. 

Teache 

rs. 

i- 

>. 

9) 

o 
o 

U 

£ 

o 

o 

C 

c 

n 

10 

4)  . 

1/ 

2 
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o 

c 

o 

"5 

•a 

E 

D 
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o 

^1 

m 

■a 
1^ 

E 

(U 

3 

o 

vi 

E 

3 

o 
H 

Name   of    PrIncipaL 


Parsons    borough 

Plymouth  township,  . 
Shickshlnny  borough, . 
West  Pittston  borough 
West  Wyoming  bor.,. 
White  Haven  borough 
Wllkes-Barre  city,  .. 
Wyoming    borough,     . 

Lycoming      County. 
Hughesville    borough,. 
Jersey    Shore    borough, 
Mclntyre    township, 
Montgomery     borough 
Montoursville    borough, 

Muncy    borough 

Picture  Rock  borough, 
South        Wllliamsport 

borough 

Wllliamsport    city,     .. 
McKean   County. 

Bradford    city 

Eldred    borough 

Foster   township 

Kane    borough.     

Mt.  Jewett  borough,  . 
Port  Allegheny  bor.,  . 
Smethport    borough,     . 

Mercer    County. 
Greenville  borough,* 
Grove  City   borough,    . 
Jamestown  borough,    . 

Mercer    borough 

Sandy   Lake  borough, . 

Sharon    borough 

Stoneboro    borough,     . 

Mifflin    County. 
Armagh    township,     .. 

Brown   township.    

McVeytown   borough, . 

Menno   township 

Union    township,     

Monroe    County. 

East   Stroudsburg  bor. 

Tobyhanna   township,. 

Montgomery    County. 

Abington    township,     . 

Ambler    borough 

Bridgeport  borough,  .. 
Cheltenham  township, 
CoJlegevlllP  borough,  .. 
Conshohocken  borough. 
East  Greenville  bor.,    .. 

Hatfield   borough 

Jenklntown  borough,    .. 

Lansdale   borough.    

Lower  Merlon  twp 

Moreland  township,  ... 
Narberth  borough.  ... 
Norrlstown  borough.  .. 
North  Wales  borough, . 
Pennsburg  borough, 
Pottstown  borough,  .. 
Plymouth  township,  .. 
Royersford  bojv^ugh,  .. 
Souderton  borough,  ... 
Upper  Gwynedd  twp., 
W.  Conshohocken  bor., 
W.  Pottsgrove  twp.,  .. 
Whitepain  township,.. 
Montour   County. 

Danville   borough,    

Northampton   County. 

Alliance    borough,     

Bangor   borough 


12 

25 

SO 

54 

15 

23 

36 

85 

12 

9 

22 

12 

327 

421 

10 

27 

9 

16 

28 

79 

12 

22 

16 

17 

26 

39 

42 

37 

9 

16 

20 

27 

163 

231 

172 

278 

37 
84 
38 

121 
21 
34 

748 
37 

25 
107 
34 
33 
65 
79 
25 

47 
394 

450 

49]  78 

13  17 

98  148 

25  45 

66,  1  07 

35  50 


1   5 
13  21 

6   7 


10 

24 

34 

58 

10 

15 

15' 

30 

10 

7 

18 

25 

10 

51 

56 

107 

9 

14 

9 

23 

10 

28 

34 

62 

9 

9 

11 

20 

9 

13 

11 

24 

10 

17 

20 

37 

10 

23 

39 

62 

10 

16 

79 

140 

10 

7 

22 

29 

10 

3 

7 

10 

10 

138 

213 

351 

9>^ 

22 

26 

48 

9 

13 

15 

28 

10 

88 

140 

228 

10 

6 

8 

14 

9 

19 

42 

61 

9 

18 

15 

33 

9 

6 

5 

11 

10 

11 

13 

24 

8 

17 

12 

2.) 

9 

4 

5 

9 

9 

72 

80 

152 

9 

13 

13 

26 

9 

52 

69 

121 

9  10 
12  18 
3   6 


12  15 

41  4 

15  19 

2  5 

9  1  10 

*1  7 


4 
4 
4 

16 
6 

12 
1 

"3 

12 

10:  16 

3 


2| 
3 

7 : 

i 
9 


...I  71 

14 '  14  I 

31  41 

...I  3^ 

71  18 : 


1  John   C.    Hart. 
4lj.    J.    Cray. 

2  Harry   M.    Perslng. 

4  L.    P.    Bierly. 

1  W.   H.   Hench. 

2  Morris   G.    Readinger. 
29  J.    P.    Breidinger. 

2  Chas.    W.   Hermann. 

1  J.  G.   Dundore. 

3  H.    H.    Weber. 

1  William    N.    Hunter. 

1  W.   E.   Schnee. 

2  AM.  Weaver. 

2  Harris  A.   Spotts. 

1  Henry    M.    Snyder. 

2  J.   A.   Hennan. 
13  W.   W.   Kelchner. 

15  Meredith    D.    Morris. 
2  H.    M.  Wilson. 

1  Albert   Woomer. 

5  Tracy   T.   Allen. 

2  Burdette    Bayle. 

3  H.    M.  Wilson. 
3  H.    H.    Foster. 


3  C.    Blaine   Smathers. 
2  W.    U.    Gamble. 
2  J.   L.   Gherlng. 

1  W.    A.    Rodgers. 
Marion   M.   Hoskin. 
A.   R.   Hodge. 

2  George   T.    Cooper. 
2  G.   W.   Billett. 

C.    B.   Hanawalt. 
S.   Lena  Detwt-ller. 
James  F.   Wills. 

2  M.    L.    Reber. 
2  O.    L.    Travis. 


E.    L.    Flack. 
Warren  R.  Rahn. 
VV.    N.  Lehman. 
W.   F.   Ziegler. 
Bertha   Moser. 
E.   B.    Ziegler. 
Edgar  Leendis. 
W.   J.   Smith. 
Williard    S.    Campbell. 
H.    G.   Landis. 
'has.   E.   Overholser. 
Jennie   Wlckersham. 
George    Kettel. 
.\.    ]).    Eisenhower. 
B.   A.    Kline. 
M.    N.    Huttel. 
William   E.    Polllson. 
W.     R.    Hartzell. 
A.    H.    Gerberich. 
K.    L.    Loux. 
.\lvin    E.    Wagner. 
Wilmer  K.   Groff. 
William  H.  Mattes. 
W.   D.  Beyer. 

J.  I.  Carey. 

E.    J.    Bernhardt. 
John  W.   Gruver. 


*No  report. 
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TABULAR   STATEMENT    OF   HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR   THE    SCHOOL   YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  6,  1904.— continued. 


Location. 


03 

Enrollment. 

Qraduates. 

Teachers. 

ii 

>> 

ti 

O 

o 

fc. 

o 

o 

o 

c 

B 

9 

n 

■ 

OB 

4, 

a 

<a 

^ 

ai 

« 

n 

• 

g 

B 
o 

■3 

0 

"5 

0 

■5 

E 

5 
0 

Name   of    Principal. 


Bethlehem    borough,    ..    3 
E.    Bangor   borough.    ..    2 

Easton    city 4 

Hellertown   borouKh.    ..    3 

Nazareth  borough 3 

Portland    borough.     4 

South    Bethlehem    bor..    4 
Northumberland      Co. 

Coal    township 

Delaware  township,  . 
E.  ChilUsquaque  twp. 
McEwensville   bor.,    .. 

Milton    borough 

Mt.  Carmel  borough,  . 
Northumberland     bor., 

Ralpho   township 

Shamokin    borough,     . 

Sunbury   borough,    4 

Turbotville    bor 2 

Watsontown  b^-irough,* 
W.  ChilUsquaque  twp.,    3 

Zerbe   township,    |  3 

Perry  County.  1 

Liverpool  borough.    3 

Marysvllle   botough,     ..1   3 
Millerstown    borough,..    4 

Newport    borough.     4 

Philadelphia    County. 

Central .. 

Central   Manual   Train- 
ing,   Boys t  3 

N.     E.    Manual    Train- 
ing,    Boys \  3 

N.    E.    Corner  Broad  & 

Green  streets 4 

N.    E.    Corner  Broad   &j 

Green    streets 4 

Pike    County.  I 

Delaware    township,     ..    2 

Milford.    Ind 3 

Westfall     township,     ..    3 
Potter  County. 

Austin   borough 3 

Coudersport    hnroucrh...'   4 


Galeton    borouch 
Harrison     township,     , 
Lewisville   borough,..- 

Oswayo   borough 

Roulette    township.     ., 
Stewardson     township 

Schuylkill    County. 
Ashl.Tnd    borough. 

Auburn    borough,     

Branch    township,     .. 

Cass   townslilp 

Cressona  borough 

Delano    borough      

Frackvllle    borough, 
Fralley    township      .. 
Glrardvllle   borough. 

Gordon    borough 

Heglns     township,     .. 

Mahanoy    City 

Mlner«vllle   borough. 
Orwlgshurg    b-'rough. 
Pine    Grove    bor'^uch. 
Port  Carbon   borough. 

Porter   township 

Pottsvllle    boro\)gh.     . 

Rahn    township 

Phennndonb    borouch. 
Tnmnnua     borough. 
Tower    City    borough. 


10 

9 
10 

9 
10 

9 
10 

9 

7 

8 

914 

9 

9 

9 

7 

9 

9 


7 
9 

8 
8 
8 
8H 


57 

54 

8 

6 

166 

215 

19 

8 

11 

17 

10 

13 

57 

60 

18 

33 

6 

11 

9 

12 

8 

8 

39 

66 

39 

38  i 

35 

59 

12 

13  1 

147 

173! 

76 

95 

22 

12 

4 

6 

10 

14 

8 

12 

111 

20 

IS 

38 

14 

1 

2 

3 

3St 

25 

42 

67 

27 

4 

1 

5 

28 

4 

5 

9 

23 

4 

3 

7 

117 

6 

4 

10 

51 

10 

12 

22 

17 

3 

3 

6 

?1 

16 

lO.") 

4 

8 

12 

77 

11 

6 

17 

94 

3 

7 

10 

23 

3 

3 

6 

320 

31 

33 

64 

171 

16 

15 

31 

34 

4 

3 

' 

1.934 '  1.934    167 


10 


666 


666     93 


10  639 I      639    147  ....    147 

'  '  III 

10      ! 1,836    1.836  ....  I  163    163 

1        :         I        I      I 

10 


9 

9 

8 

8% 

8 

7 

8 


1.430 
14 

22 

1.430 
36 

159 

159 

8 

IS 

26 

1 

2 

3 

8 

13 

21 

4 

3 

7 

7 

20 

27 

2 

6 

8 

10 

68 

78 

1 

5 

6 

27 

51 

78 

2 

1 

3 

15 

23 

38 

4 

13 

17 

2 

2 

10 

15 

as 

11 

24 

35 

4 

4 

3!> 

4S 

87 

8 

13 

21 

IS 

IS 

33 

18 

24 

4S 

7 

16 

23 

3 

3 

6 

20 

18 

32 

4 

1 

5 

9 

5 

14 

1 

2 

4 

21 

46 

67 

7 

8 

16 

^      14 

17 

31 

:     2.S 

45 

70 

6 

12 

18 

15 

26 

41 

2 

3 

5 

2."« 

9 

32 

1 

2 

3 

62 

86 

148 

10 

13 

23 

30 

41 

71 

8 

6 

14 

23 

.13 

56 

3 

11 

14 

15 

21 

36 

<> 

5 

7 

17 

22 

39 

1 

3 

4 

Ifi 

14 

SO 

S 

S 

4 

SO 

91 

171 

a 

25 

4« 

11 

2« 

87 

t 

3 

4 

40 

«.=; 

105 

9 

9 

S« 

53 

89 

5 

D 

IS 

18 

10 

38 

1 

5 

C 

93     23 


.tobert  E.   Laramy. 

William   S.    Lesh. 

William    A.    Jones. 

-A.    I.   Reinhard. 

Li.    a.   Grim. 

Ira   L.    Kinney,    M.    S. 

J.    B.    Krause. 

S.    C.    Yocum. 
Charles  A.  Goss. 
\i.    F.    Bieber. 
Walter   L.    Noll. 
.\.   Reist  Rutt. 

C.  D.    Obendorf. 
W.  H.   Shemorry. 
Eugene   K.    Richard. 
.James  W.  Alexander. 
H.    N.   Conser. 

Wm.    F.    Yoder. 

Wm.   W.   Staufter. 
Lindley    H.    Dennis. 

F.    A.    Hamilton. 

D.  A.   Kline. 
Lillie   Nankiwell. 
J.  F.  Ferguson. 

Robt.  Ellis   Thompson. 

Wm.    L.    Sayre. 

.■\ndrew  J.   Morrison. 

Emily  L.   Graham. 

Robert   E.   Thompson. 

M.    Louis-e    Klaer. 
.\.  W.  Marvin. 
Charles  S.   Houck. 

N.   P.    Benson. 
Geo.   E.  Zcrfoss. 
D.    H.    Krli^e. 
R.  O.  Welfling. 
Charles   M.    Rose. 
J.   M.   Lord. 
.\.   B.   Benn. 
Elmer  E.  Hess. 


2  P.    H,    Clair. 
1  C.   A.   Ritter. 
1  M     W.    Metxger. 
1  M.  C.  Butler. 

1  George  Workman. 

2  J.    M.    Schrope. 
S  T.   G.    Miller. 

1  Edw.    W.   Taylor. 

2  P.   H.   M'inaghan. 
1   v.    M.    Frank. 

1  T.   J.   Gelst. 
f^harles    E.    Howcr. 

S  H.    H.   Spayd. 

2  Penrose  W.  M.  Pressel. 
1  J.    F.    Sonos. 

1  G.    W.    Channell. 

1  H.   M.   Rlckert. 
S.    .\.   Thurlow. 

2|.Ioseph   H.    Daley. 
5  nam   M.    Cline. 

2  J.   F.   Derr. 
2Ie.   B.   Jenkyn. 


•No  report. 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT    OF   HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR   THE    SCHOOL   YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  6,  1904.— continued. 


Si 

Enrollment. 

Graduates. 

Teachers. 

>> 

i 

1 

a 

o 

o 

<j 

B 

a 

n 

n. 
<v 

a 

0) 

S 

'    a) 

c 

o 

s 

go 

"3 

1 

3 

o 

CO 

1 

a) 

■3 
1 

n 

'3 

cH 

E 

3 

0 

Name    of    Principal. 


Tremont    borough. 

4 

9 

20 

81 

51 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

Ira  S.  Wolcott. 

Union    township 

3 

7 

24 

21 

45 

2 

4 

6 

1 

2 

.T.  A.  Seltzer. 

YorkviUe    borough,     ... 

3 

10 

26 

24 

50- 

1 

M.   F.    Fitzpatrick. 

Snyder    County. 

Mlddleburg     borough,.. 

4 

7 

20 

24 

44 

4 

4 

1 

A.   R.   Gilbert. 

Selinsgrove  borough,    .. 

4 

8 

17 

10 

27 

2 

2 

"i 

2 

H.   B.   Gladfelter. 

Somerset  County. 

Myersdale 

4 

S 

31 

53 

84 

5 

10 

15 

2       1 

3 

W.    H.   Kretchman. 

Sullivan    County. 

Cherry    township 

3 

8 

9 

21 

30 

1 

4 

5 

1 

James  A.  Bowles. 

Colley  township 

3 

8 

10 

15 

25 

2 

3 

5 

1 

E.  S.  Seitz. 

Elkland    township,    

3 

7 

16 

11 

27 

1 

J.    Porters  Molyneux. 

ForkavUle    borough,     .. 

3 

8 

18 

12 

30 

"2 

"4 

"e 

1 

Silas  D.  Molyneux. 

Hills    Grove    township. 

3 

8 

19 

16 

25 

1 

Stephen   Mitterllng. 

LaPort   Borough 

3 

8 

17 

12 

29 

"2 

"2 

"4 

1 

James  M.   Strohl. 

Susquehanna   County. 

Brooklyn    township,     .. 

3 

8 

64 

78 

142 

2 

5 

7 

3 

4 

Morton  W.  Stephens. 

Harford   township 

2 

8 

10 

20 

30 

1 

2 

George  A.    Stearns. 

Herrick    township.    

2 

7 

57 

51 

108 

2 

3 

H.   H.  Rounds. 

Montrose    borough,     . . . 

4 

8% 

50 

45 

95 

"2 

"2       1 

4 

5 

Ernest  W.    Sipple. 

Susquehanna     borough. 

4 

9 

10 

28 

38 

"4 

4        1 

3 

4 

Thos.   S.   March. 

Thompson    boroush 

Tioga    County. 

Blossburg   borough,    ... 

4 

9 

34 

44 

78 

2 

3 

B 

1 

2 

3 

W.  T.  Chapman. 

Elkland    borough,    

3 

8 

20 

32 

52 

5 

6 

11 

1 

1 

2 

H.   F.  Walker. 

Wellsboro    borough,     .. 

4 

9 

69 

96 

162 

7 

16 

23 

3 

1 

4 

H.   E.   Raesly. 

Westfield    borough,     ... 

3 

9 

66 

38 

94 

2 

7 

9       1 

1 

2 

William    E.    Blair. 

Union    County. 

Lewlsburg   borough,     .. 

4 

9 

32 

55 

87 

8 

14 

22       1 

2 

3 

B.   R.   Johnson. 

Hartley    township,     ... 

3 

7 

38 

24 

62 

1 

1 

B.   F.  Burns. 

Lewis    township 

3 

7 

17 

16 

33 

1  .... 

1 

Wm.  W.  Splgelmyer. 

Mifflinburg  borough,    .. 

3 

8 

10 

26 

36 

7 

7       2 

2 

Edwin  M.   Brungart. 

Venango   County. 

Cornplanter     township, 

2 

8 

4 

10 

14 

1 

5 

6       1 

1 

Earl   D.    Thompson. 

Emlenton    borough,    ... 

3 

8% 

16 

21 

37 

1 

6 

7        1 

1 

W.   0.  Wood  ring. 

Franklin    City 

4 

9 

65 

138 

203 

3 

12 

15        2 

"e 

8 

Charles  E.   Lord. 

Oakland    township,     ... 

2 

7 

16 

15 

31 

2 

2       1 

1 

G.    H.    Crowther. 

Oil    City.     

4 
2 

9 
9 

144 
15 

213 

357 
40 

12 
2 

"16 
10 

2S       2 
12       2 

"7 

9 
2 

F.    J     Turnbull. 

PleasantvlIIe     borough. 

Floyd    Atwell. 

Richland    township,     .. 
Sugar  Creek  township. 

2 

7 

1 

5 

6 

1 

1 

T.  T.  Wilson. 

4 

8 

12 

31 

43 

1 

2 

M.   C.   Harner. 

Rockland    township,    .. 

2 

7 

4 

8 

12 

"i 

"2 

3        1 

1 

T.   M.   Longwell. 

Rouseville    borough,     .. 

3 

8 

2 

14 

16 

5 

5 

1 

Flov   Slicker. 

Siverly    borough 

2 

8 

4 

5 

9 

1 

G.  F.   W.   Mark. 

Utica    borough 

2% 

8 

30 

22 

52 

"5 

"3 

"k 

1 

D.   W.   Armstrong. 

Warren    County. 

Conewango     township. 

2 

8 

5 

7 

12 

1 

1 

1 

Corydon    township,     ... 

2 

8 

3 

12 

15 

3 

3 

1 

D.   L.   McMurren. 

Columbus   borough,    ... 

4 

9 

9 

20 

29 

2 

2 

1 

E.   L.   Munroe. 

Glade    township 

2 

8 

5 

10 

15 

1 

L.  J.  Holmes. 

Kinzue   township 

2 

8 

10 

10 

20 

1 

T.  E.   Waener. 

Sheffield     township. 

3 

9 

11 

45 

56 

"'9 

"9 

2 

A.    W.    Mum  ford. 

Sugar  Grove  township. 

2 

7 

4 

4 

8 

1 

1 

3 

Geo.    R.    Mcintosh. 

TIdioute    borough,     

3 

9 

12 

19 

31 

■4 

5 

9 

2 

C   M.    Freeman. 

Warren  borough,    

4 

9 

112 

188 

800 

48 

12 

W.   L.   McGowan. 

YoungsvlUe  borough,    .. 

3 

8 

15 

26 

41 

"4 

"3 

7 

2 

Addison  White. 

Washington   County. 

Cannonsburg   borough, 

3 

9 

20 

40 

60 

1 

9 

10 

3 

V.  W.  McVay. 

Cecil    township 

S 

8 

16 

11 

27 

1 

Beulah    B.    Roney. 

Charlerol    borough,     ... 

3 

9 

17 

24 

41 

"4 

ii 

is 

2 

T.    A.    Snodprass. 

Claysville   borough.    ... 

S 

7 

6 

9 

15 

1 

Louis  F.  J^uttnn. 

Cross    Creek    township. 

3 

7 

10 

9 

19 

2 

W.   E.   Cozing. 

Donora  borough 

2 

9 

5 

8 

13 

"2 

"2 

2 

T.   C.   Caldwrll, 

FMnleyville   borough.    .. 

3 

8 

9 

7 

16 

1 

Geo.  W.   Caldwell. 

Independence    twp..     .. 

2 

7 

9 

8 

17 

"2 

"2 

1 

\.  Louisa  Brownlee. 

McDonald   borough,    ... 

3 

9 

11 

28 

39 

"6 

6 

2 

Roht    R.  Dewart. 

Monongahela  City  bor.. 

2 

9 

9 

13 

22 

"7 

1 

8 

1 

C.  H.  Wolford. 

Mt.   Pleasant  township. 

3 

8% 

17 

19 

36 

1 

George  R.   Morris. 

Peters   township.    

3 

8 

7 

11 

18 

1 

H.    S.    Kuder. 

Wayne   County. 

Damascus  township,    .. 

4 

9 

46 

42 

88 

4 

1 

5 

1 

2 

3 

W.    J.    DIetrlck. 

Dreher   township,     

3 

8 

6 

20 

26 

2 

2 

'Tenry    S.    P<^hnpidpr 

Hawley  borough 

3 

9 

14 

20 

34 

'3 

"i 

"4 

2 

.... 

Mark    Creasy. 

Honesdale    borough.     .. 

4 

9 

60 

104 

164 

3 

10 

13 

2 

3 

i 

H     A.    O'Day. 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT   OF    HIGH    SCHOOLS    FOR   THE    SCHOOL   YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  6.  1904.— continued. 


>> 

Enrollment. 

Graduates. 

Teachers. 

oj 

o 
o 

s 

Xi 

3 

o 

o 

o 

a 

C 

m 

$ 

a 

S 

0) 

a 

E 

01 

5 

o 

11 

E 

2 

1 

3 

o 

Name   of   Principal. 


I<ake    township 

Mt.    Pleasant    twp., 
Preston     township.     . 
Lehigh    township, 
Westmoreland  County 
Derry  Station  borough 
E.  Huntingdon  twp., 
Greensburg     borough, 

Irwin    borough.     

Jeannette   borough,    . 
Latrobe    borough,     ... 
Ligonier    borough.     .. 
Monessen    borough.     . 
Mt.    Pleasant   borough 
New    Kensington    bor 
Parnassus  borough, 
Scottdale   borough, 
Vandergrift  borough 
West  Newton   borough 

Wyoming   County. 
Meshoppen  borou.gh 
Monroe    towns--hip. 
Noxen    township, 
Tunlfhannock    borough 
Laceyville    borough, 

York  County. 
Codorus  township. 
Dallastown  borough, 

Delta  borough,    

Dillsburg  borough,* 
Hanover    borough. 
Red    Lion    borough, 
Wrightsville    borough 

York   city 

York    Haven    borough 
York,    North,    bor.,    . 


8 

7 

9 

35 

8 

33 

8 

16 

8 

23 

8 

28 

9 

39 

8 

35 

9 

19 

9 

26 

7 

14 

9 

16 

8H 

27 

» 

11 

9 

10 

9 

34 

9 

S 

16 

8 

21 

1  8 

14  , 

i  8 

11 : 

9 

17 

'  8 

8 

7 

39 

8 

26 

8 

16| 

9 

47  , 

8 

8 

23  ; 

9 

iso; 

9 

16 

8 

6 

32 
256 
17 


aa 

3 

7 

10 

1 

89 

1 

6 

7 

1 

70 

.... 

1 

?s 

1 
1 

51 

7 

4 

11 

56 

5 

7 

12 

1 

122 

3 

3 

6 

3 

89 

2 

13 

17 

2 

50 

9 

7 

16       1 

74 

3 

4 

7 

2 

28 

9 

3 

12 

1 

38 

1 

3 

4 

1 

55 

4 

4 

41 

3 

3 

6 

1 

25 

4 

5 

9 

1 

97 

7 

10 

17 

2 

31 

2 

5 

7       1 

50 

2 

6 

8 

J 

60 

3 

3 

3.5 

1 

1 

35 

48 

2 

3 

S 

?0 

56 

5 

6 

33 

5 

3 

8 

•  •■• 

29 

3 

6 

9 

87 

6 

17 

22 

43 

8 

8 

16 

55 

2 

6 

8 

436 

27 

49 

76 

10 

33 

... 

1 

14 

2 

2 

4 

... 

*l 

3  M.  M.  Fryer. 

2  F.  Grace  Shaffer. 

2  .r.  I.  Hensbaw. 
i;l.   a.   Inh. 

3  T.    S.    Bracken. 

2  J.   Frank  Evans. 

4  Orton   Lowe. 

3  R.    C.    Shaw. 

2  Theophilus  B.  Shank. 

4  A.    A.    Streng. 

1  Charles   M.    Shoup. 

3  R.    W.    Himelick. 

3  S.    Grant    Miller. 

2  .■\.    D.    Horton. 
2  W.   Q.   Dugan. 

4  P.  O.  Osborne. 

2  .\.  J.  Stewartson. 
1  John   S.    Hart. 

IP.    H.    Taylor. 
1  John   E.    Morgan. 
1  H.  Stanley  Poll. 

3  Isaac  T.    Kcpperley. 

1  M.    R.    Letter. 

2  E.  M.  Stahl. 
1  C.  W.  Stine. 
IR.    J.    Hull. 

4  Thos.  F.  Chrostwalte. 
1  W.  W.  Stauffer. 

5  E.   M.  Aumiller. 

15  C.    B.    Pennypacker. 
1  H.    E.    Myers. 
JiO.  W.  Reichly. 


•No  report. 
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Number  of  Permanent  Certificates  Issued  from  June  1,  1903,  to  June  1,  1904. 


Allegheny,    . 
Armstrong, 
Bedford,    . . . 

Berks,    

Blair 

Bradford,    . . 

Bucks,    

Butler 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester, 

Clearfield,  . . 
Crawford,  . . 
Cumberland, 
Dauphin,  . . . 
Delaware,   . . 

Elk, 

Erie,  

Fayette, 

Franklin,    . . 

Fulton,    

Greene 

Huntingdon, 
Indiana,  . . . 
Juniata,  .... 
Lancaster,  . 
Lawrence,    . 


75 

7 
12 
14 

6 

8 

2 

5 

i! 

3 
16 

6 

2 
10 

4 

4 

2 
38 
10 
22 
10 

6 

6 
12 

2 
18 
15 


Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

McKean,   

Mercer,    

Mifflin 

Monroe,   

Montgomery 

Northampton,  . . . 
Northumberland, 

Pike,  

Potter 

Schuylkill,    

Snyder 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,    . . . 

Tioga,    

Union,    

Venango,  

Warren,    

Washington,    

Wayne 

Westmoreland,   . . 
York 


Total, 


9 
6 
6 

11 
6 

10 
3 
5 
9 

17 
1 
1 
4 

11 
1 
1 
7 
5 
1 

23 
7 
9 
2 

16 
3 

490 


Permanent  Certificate  Committees. 
ADAMS  COUNTY.  BEDFORD  COUNTY. 


Daniel  Ruff,  New  Oxford. 
W.  A.  Bengoon,  Littlestown. 
Anna  M.  Hake,  Gettysburg. 


E.  S.  Rice,  Schellsburg. 
H.  L.  Rhinehart,  Everett. 
Anna  Knight,  Hopewell. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

C.  C.  Kelso,  Sharpsburg. 
W.  C.  Graham,  Wilkinsburg. 
Mary  J  .Marshall,  Pittsburg. 


BERKS  COUNTY. 

Frank  0.  Hartman.  Sinking  Spring. 
Frank  J.  Fister,  Morgantown. 
Cora  A.  Richards,  Maxatawny. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

W.  M.  Stewart,  Kittanning. 
Ella  Srader,  Freeport. 
E.  R.  Wolfe,  Neal. 


BLAIR   COUNTY. 

John  M.  Kyle,  Duncansville. 
E.  S.  Kagarise.  Martinsburg. 
Estelle  Reed,  Hollidaysburg. 


BEAVER  COUNTY. 

Sarah  E.  McDonald,  New  Brighton. 
Andrew  Lester,  Beaver  Falls. 
Lola  J.  Anderson. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY. 

I.  T.  Setler,  Sayre. 

F.  W.  Gorham,  E.  Smithfield. 

Marietta  Meredith,  Towanda. 
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BUCKS  COUNTY. 

Jennie  C.  Adams,  Bristol. 
Guy  E.  Albert,  Chalfont. 
Ella  Weinberger,  Doylestown. 

BUTLER  COUNTY. 

L.  F.  Hall,  Butler. 
Geo.  F.  Dombart,  Mars. 
Ruth  Braham,  Harrisville. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

L.  F.  Sterner,  Bloomsburg. 
Harlan  Snyder,  Berwick. 
Ida  C.  Rinker,  Bloomsburg. 

CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 

C.  F.  Chamberlain,  Cambridge  Springs. 
Idell  Kingsley,  Meadville. 
Clinton  M.  Dickey,  Hartstown. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY. 

M.  S.  Bentz,  So.  Fork. 
Julia  Connell,  Ebensburg. 
B.  I.  Myers,  Patton. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

McClelland  Godhart,  Dickinson. 
James  E.  Carothers,  Carlisle  . 
H.  B.  Markley,  Mechanicsburg. 


CAMERON  COUNTY. 

Milford  Hallman,  Driftwood. 
D.  D.  Stroup,  Sinnamahoning. 
Nettie  Moore,  Emporium. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 

Kathrine  Smith,  Millersburg. 
H.  B.  Garver,  Middletown. 
Nora  Grouse,  Steelton. 


CARBON  COUNTY. 

C.  S.  Felmlee,  Weissport. 

E.  W.  Romberger,  Mauch  Chunk. 

Lillie  Davis,  Weatherly. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY. 

Carrie  E.  Redecker,  Colwyn. 
A.  F.  K.  Krout,  Glenolden. 
Helen  M.  Dudley,  Media. 


CENTRE  COUNTY. 

J.  E.  Wagner,  Bellefonte. 
W.  P.  Hosterman,  Penn  Hall. 
C.  D.  Koch,  Philipsburg. 


ELK  COUNTY. 

M.  A.  Hallahan,  Portland  Mills.  • 

J.  J.  Lynch,  St.  Marys. 

Margaret  M.  Murphy,  Johnsonburg. 


CHESTER  COUNTY. 

A.  L.  Eby,  Oxford. 

John  C.  Bechtel,  Paoli. 

Rebecca  R.  Liggett,  West  Chester. 


ERIE  COUNTY. 

James  Burns,  Erie. 

Virgil  Henry,  W.  Springfield. 

S.  C.  Humes,  Union  City. 


CLARION  COUNTY. 

I.  A.  Timlin.  Riraersburg. 
Zoe  Himes,  Clarion. 
Anna  Graham,  Clarion. 

CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

George  W.  Baker,  Clearfield. 
J.  E.  Radebach,  Houtzdale. 
Vina  Sweeney,  Du  Bols. 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 

M.  0.  B.  Sahm,  Center  Oak. 
Therese  Dieffenbach,  Rcnovo. 
Ira  B.  McNeal,  Lock  Haven. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

L.  G.  Chorpenning,  Fairchance. 
Thomas  H.  Means,  Percy. 
Clara  E.  Smith,  Uniontown. 

FOREST  COUNTY. 

Ear!  Small.  Nebraska. 

B.  H.  Bottenhorn,  Marienville. 

Blanche  Pease,  Tionesta. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

W.  H.  Hockcnberry.  Chambersburg. 
I.^  E.  Smith.  Greencastle. 
Dessle  Hollinger.  Waynesboro. 
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FULTON  COUNTY.  LEHIGH  COUNTY. 


Emery  Thomas,  McConuellsburg. 
H.  M.  Griffith,  Wells  Tannery. 
Minnie  Mack,  McConnellsburg. 

GREENE  COUNTY. 

O.  E.  Rose,  Clarksville. 
H.  Y.  Murray,  Aleppo. 
Lucetta  Burns,  Waynesburg. 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

M.  B.  Wright,  Spruce  Creek, 
Sally  L.  Livingston,  Huntingdon. 
Ira  W.  Swope,  Mount  Union. 

INDIANA  COUNTY. 

E.  J.  Welch,  Homer  City. 
Mary  McCormick,  Blairsville. 
Ernest  Work,  Indiana. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

S.  E.  Downs,  Brookville. 

C.  E.  Wilson,  Brockwayville. 

G.  W.  F.  Mark,  Funxsutawny. 


Gustave  E.  Oswald,  Hokendauqua. 

W.  D.  Landis,  Emaus. 

J.  P.  Deibert,  Schnecksville. 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

D.  J.  Cray,  Wilkes-Barre. 
C.  C.  Smith,  Drums. 
Geo.  Evans,  Kingston. 

LYCOMING  COUNTY. 

Harris  A.  Spotts,  Muncy. 
J.  G.  Dundore,  Hughesville. 
H.  H.  Weber,  Jersey  Shore. 

McKEAN  COUNTY. 

H,  M.  Wilson,  Port  Allegany. 
T.  F.  Driscoll,  Bradford. 
Emma  Trctton,  Smethport. 

MERCER  COUNTY. 

Margaret  Brown,  Greenville. 
Lee  Minner,  Sharpsville. 
J.  L.  Ghering,  Mercer. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY. 

W.  C.  Donelly,  Mifflintown. 

Clair  N.  Graybill,  Mifflin. 

E.  Maude  Robinson,  Waterloo. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 

Geo.  A.  Leopold,  Lewistown. 
Mary  E.  Flemming,  Belleville. 
Bruce  A.  Lukens,  McVeytown. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY. 

John  E.  Williams,  Olyphant. 
Dayton  Ellis,  Dunmore. 
Flora  Tinkham,  Waverly. 


MONROE  COUNTY. 

Eugene  Van  W^hy,  Stroudsburg. 
Stanton  R.  Smith,  Del.  Water  Gap. 
Mabel  Kurtz,  East  Stroudsburg. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

A.  S.  Longenecker,  Maytown. 
T.  E.  Garber,  Pleasant  Grove. 
Anna  K.  Miller,  Millersville. 

LAWRENCE  COUNTY. 

Geo.  C.  Thompson,  New  Castle. 
L.  H.  Turner,  Ellwood  City. 
Elizabeth  M.  Locke,  Harlansburg. 

LEBANON  COUNTY. 

W.  S.  Poorman,  Palmyra. 

F.  Leonard  Reber,  Myerstown. 

Emma  M.  Schmauk,  Lebanon. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

Florence  Sickle,  Abington. 
Warren  R.  Rhan,  Ambler. 
Carrie  E.  Niblo,  Conshohocken. 

MONTOUR  COUNTY. 

Miles  J.  Derr,  Milton. 
Elmer  Schnure,  Milton. 
Pearl  Crossley,  Danville. 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

R.  E.  Laramy,  Bethlehem. 
M.  Ellen  Bender,  E.  Bangor. 
William  S.  Gruver,  Easton. 
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UNION  COUNTY. 


Lindley  Dennis,  Trevorton. 
W.  L.  Leopold,  Watsontown. 
Gertrude  Gerwin,  Northumberland. 

PERRY  COUNTY. 

John  F.  Ferguson,  Newport. 
Martha  Rife,  Duncannon. 
Margaret  McKee,  New  Bloomfield. 

PIKE  COUNTY. 

John  H.  Shilling,  Dingmans  Ferry. 

A.  W.  Marvin,  Milford. 

Minnie  A.  Van  Akin,  Matamoras. 

POTTER  COUNTY. 

N.  P.  Benson,  Austin. 

E.  B.  Hillman,  Shingle  House. 

Laura  Mar^h,  Coudersport. 

SCHYLKILL  COUNTY. 

Edward  O'Donnell,  Girardville. 
Thomas  L.  Jones,  St.  Clair. 
William  Jones,  Minersville. 

SNYDER  COUNTY. 

John  H.  Willis,  Middleburg. 
Thomas  G.  Herrold,  Port  Trevorton. 
Jennie  Miller,  Selins  Grove. 

SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

C.  L.  Spencer,  Scalp  Level. 
W.  H.  Kretchman,  Myersdale. 
Mildred  Bills,  Somerset. 

SULUVAN  COUNTY. 

G.  Antonette  Lancaster,  Forksville. 
Jessie  Wiede,  La  Porte. 
J.  M.  Strohl,  La  Porte. 

SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 

Ernest  Sipple,  Montrose. 
Anna  C.  Doran,  Susquehanna. 
S.  S.  Leonard,  Hopbottom. 

TIOGA  COUNTY. 

H.  ]•:.  Raesly,  Wellsboro. 

W.  E.  Blair,  Westfield. 

Mrs.  Jennie  F.  Avery,  Mansfield. 


W.  W.  Spigelmyer,  Millmont. 

W.  W.  Ridge,  Cowan. 

Elbina  L.  Bender,  Lewisburg. 

VENANGO  COUNTY. 

M.  C.  Harner,  Franklin. 
S.  C.  Hays,  Oil  City. 
Bertha  Shannon,  Rockland. 

WARREN  COUNTY. 

C.  M.  Freeman,  Tidioute. 
Claribelle  Wilkins,  Warren. 

E.  L.  Monroe,  Columbus. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

F.  W.  McVay,  Canonsburg. 
Anna  M.  Andrews,  McDonald. 
W.  H.  McElree,  Washington. 

WAYNE  COUNTY. 

Harry  A.  Oday,  Honesdale. 

E.  E.  Kinsman,  Seelyville. 

F.  virace  Shaffer,  Pleasant  Mount. 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 

J.  L.  Spiegel,  Arnold. 

R.  C.  Shaw,  Irwin. 

Vinnie  Knappenberger,  Greensburg. 

WYOMING  COUNTY. 

Harry  Wildrick,  Centremoreland. 
Mary  E.  Walter,  Tunkhannock. 
F.  H.  Taylor,  West  Auburn. 

YORK  COUNTY. 

F.  W.  Porter,  York. 
Mary  Dusman,  Hanover. 
J.  J.  Klugh,  Dillsburg 

ALLEGHENY  CITY. 

Ottilie  Illenberger,  Allegheny. 
R.  M.  Sherrard,  Allegheny. 
H.  W.  Golden,  Allegheny. 

ALLENTOWN  CITY. 

Carie  E.  Koons.  Allentown. 
Hariet  A.  Sykes,  Allentown. 
James  F.  Kressler.  Allentown. 
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ALTOONA  CITY.  McKl^ESPORT  CITY- 


Geo.  D.  Robb,  Altoona. 
J.  A.  Stewart,  Altoona. 
N.  Cora  Williams,  Altoona. 


A.  C.  Baird,  McKeesport. 
Jennie  Jones,  McKeesport. 
Janet  W.  Baird,  McKeesport. 


CARBONDALE  CITY. 

A.  Wilson  Geary,  Carbondale. 
Janet  Bryden,  Carbondale. 
Anna  Berry,  Carbondale. 


PITTSBURG  CITY. 

J.  P.  Stephens  , Pittsburg. 
A.  C.  McLean,  Pittsburg. 
G.  M.  Parker,  Pittsburg. 


CHESTER  CITY. 

Thomas  S.  Cole,  Chester. 
Caroline  Jackson,  Chester. 
Florence  Williams,  Chester. 


READING  CITY. 

Almira  J.  Wobensmith,  Reading. 
Arthur  T.  Chapin,  Reading. 
Louise  Werner,  Reading. 


HARRISBURG  CITY. 

John  J.  Brehm,  Harrisburg. 
Elizabeth  S.  Knox,  Harrisburg. 
Lile  George,  Harrisburg. 


SCRANTON  CITY. 

Kate  Campbell,  Scranton. 
Mary  A.  Doyle,  Scranton. 
Mary  Fitz  Gibbon,  Scranton. 


HAZLETON  CITY. 

J.  Donald  Geist,  Hazleton. 
Wilbur  H.  Fleck,  Hazleton. 
Kate  Cannon,  Hazleton. 


WILKES-BARRE  CITY. 

Clarence  Smith,  Wilkes-Barre. 
J.  P.  Breidinger,  Wilkes-Barre. 
John  Kenny,  Wilkes-Barre. 


JOHNSTOWN  CITY. 

W.  F.  Long,  Johnstown. 
R.  S.  Myers,  Johnstown. 
Vida  E.  Yoder. 

LANCASTER  CITY. 

Mary  Martin,  Lancaster. 
Mary  Cooper,  Lancaster. 
Frank  Shibly,  Lancaster. 


WILLIAMSPORT,  PA. 

L.  J.  Ulmer,  Williamsport. 
H.  A.  Ulrick,  Williamsport. 
S.  W.  Furst,  Williamsport. 
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PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


STATEMENT  SHOWING   THE   CONDITION   AND   WORKING  OF  THE   SYS 

SUPERINTENDENTS  FOR  THE 


Counties. 
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1.  Adams,     170 

2.  Allegheny •27 

S.Armstrong 2.57 

4.  Beaver,     172 

5.  Bedford,     265 

6.  Berks 413 

7.  Blair.      161 

8.  Bra.iford 3S6 

9.  Bucks,     2.^3 

10.  Butler 2.'/9 

IL  Cambria 261 

12.  Cameron 37 

13.  Carbon,     97 

14.  Centre 205 

15.  Chester 298 

16.  Clarion 211 

17.  Clearfield,     316 

18.  Clinton 116 

19.  Columbia 168 

20.  Crawford.      343 

21.  Cumberland 182 

22.  Dauphin,     1S9 

23.  Delaware 91 

24.  Elk 108 

25.  Erie 279 

26.  Fayette,     313 

27.  Forest 78 

28.  Franklin 24« 

29.  Fulton $0 

30.  Greene 201 

31.  Huntingdon.     203 

32.  Indiana,     256 

33.  Jefferson,     213 

34.  Juniata 97 

35.  Lackawanna 125 

36.  Lancaster,    467 

37.  Lawrence 138 

38.  Lebanon 159 

39.  Lehigh 204 

40.  Luzerne,     293 

41.  Lycoming 241 

42.  McKean,     158 

43.  Mercer 235 

44.  Mifflin 89 

45.  Monroe,     115 

46.  Montgomery, 23S 

47.  Montour,      48 

48.  Northampton.     207 

49.  Northumberland,     1"'7 

50.  Perry 155 

5L  Pike ^« 

52.  Potter,     171 

53.  Schuylkill 295 

54.  Snyder 99 

55.  Somerset,     272 

56.  Sullivan 84 

57.  Susquehanna,     243 

58.  Tioga,     304 

59.  Union 86 

60.  Venango 193 

61.  Warren,     193 

62.  Washington 3^2 

63.  Wayne,     194 

64.  Westmoreland 468 

6.5.  Wyoming 109 

66.  York,    408 

Totals    (county) tl3,490 
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227     12,144     17,833 


•Not  right  but  as  reported. 

?Not  right  on  account  of  Allegheny. 
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TEM    AS    EXHIBITED    BY    THE    ANNUAL    STATISTICAL    REPORTS    OF 
SCHOOL  YEAR   ENDING  JUNE  6.    1904. 
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1.  Adams S9 

2.  Allegheny 

3.  Armstrong 

4.  Beaver 

5.  Bedford,     

6.  Berks 

7.  Blair 

8.  Bradford 

9.  Bucks,     

10.  Butler 

11.  Cambria,    

12.  Cameron 

13.  Carbon 

14.  Centre 

15.  Chester 

16.  Clarion 

17.  Clearfield 

18.  Clinton 

19.  Columbia 

20.  Crawford 

21.  Cumberland 

22.  Dauphin 

23.  Delaware 

24.  Elk 

25.  Erie 

26.  Fayette 

27.  Forest 

28.  Franklin 

28.  F^ilton 

30.  Greene 

31.  Huntingdon,     <... 

32.  Indiana 

33.  Jefferson 

34.  Juniata,    

35.  Lackawanna,    

36.  Lancaster,     

37.  Lawrence 

38.  Lebanon,     

39.  Lehigh 

40.  Luzerne 

41.  Lycoming 

42.  McKean 

43.  Mercer 

44.  Mifflin 

45.  Monroe 

46.  Montgomery 

47.  Montour 

48.  Northampton 

49.  Northumberland,     

50.  Perry 

51.  Pike 

52.  Potter,     

53.  Schuylkill 

54.  Snyder 

55.  Somerset,     

56.  Sullivan,    ^ 

57.  Susquehanna 

58.  Tioga 

59.  Union 

60.  Venango 

61.  Warren 

62.  Washington 

63.  Wayne 

64.  Westmoreland,      

65.  Wyoming 

66.  York 

Totals    (county) 9,563 
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OFFICIAL,  DOCUMENT,  No.  «. 


BIENNIAL  REPORT 


ON 


HIGHER  EDUCATIOiN 

IN    PENNSYLVANIA. 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  27,  1904. 

To  His  Excellency,    Samuel    W.  Pennypacker,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania: 

Dear  Sir:  In  rocordauco  with  Section  10.  of  the  Act  of  June  2G, 
189."i,  creating  the  College  and  University  Council.  I  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  submit  the  Fifth  Biennial  Report  on  Higher  Education 
in  Pennsylvania. 

Very  Respectfully, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  Ex-officio  Secretarv  of  the 
College  and  University  Council. 
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OFFICIAL  DOCUMENT.  No.  6. 


BIENNIAL  REPORT 


ON 


Higher  Education  in  Pennsylvania 


To  the  SeiKite  and  House  of  Kepresentatives: 

Gentlemeii:  In  compliance  with  the  Art  of  Assembly  approved 
June  20,  1895,  the  Fifth  Biennial  Report  on  Higher  Education  is 
iTspectfully  submitted: 

As  the  result  of  proceedinj^s  inaugurated  by  a  Committee  of  the 
College  and  University  Council  the  school  which  styled  itself  the 
University  of  Southern  Pennsylvania,  dropped  this  title  and  with- 
drew tht;  circular  in  which  it  offered  to  confer  Academic  Degrees. 

W.  M.  Farr,  whose  traffic  in  degrees  was  exposed  in  the  last  Bi- 
ennial Report  has  been  summoned  before  the  Assistant  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be 
denied  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  mail.  A  letter  from  the  Assistant 
Attorney  General  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  dated  Decemb;*r 
20,  1904:,  states  that  a  fraud  order  was  issued  against  W.  M.  Farr. 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  on  September  2,  1904. 

The  Colleges  and  High  Schools  have  suffered  to  some  extent  from 
the  extremes  to  which  inter-collegiate  athletics  have  been  carried. 
The  practice  of  hiring  athletes  to  enter  courses  of  study  in  order 
that  they  may  play  on  foot  ball  and  base  ball  teams,  can  not  be  too 
severely  condemned.  No  data  are  at  hand  to  determine  how  far 
this  custom  prevails  in  our  institutions.  The  introduction  of  athletic 
contests  into  our  high  schools  and  the  quest  for  pupils  who  give 
promise  of  supeiiority  in  lollegc  sj)orts,  is  drawing  the  minds  of  the 
young  people  away  from  the  real  purpose  for  which  High  Schools 
are  established  and  maintained. 

The  growth  of  attendance  at  our  High  Schools,  (^olh'ges  and  Pro- 
fessional Schools  is  very  encouraging.  \\  hilst  the  Colleges  in 
many  sections  of  the  country  report  a  decrease  in  their  attendance, 
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it  is  j^ratifyiug  to  uotf  tlic  steady  iiierease  in  the  attendaiice  at  Peiiii- 
sylvania  Colleges  and  Universities.  By  preventing  the  indefinite 
multiplication  of  small  colleges,  the  opportunity  has  been  given  to 
the  strong  colleges  to  grow  in  strength  until  they  can  offer  facilities 
for  study  unsurpassed  by  their  rivals  outside  of  the  State.  Much 
of  the  wealth  derived  from  the  iron,  coal,  petroleum,  natural  gas 
and  other  natural  resources,  has  gone  to  institutions  elsewhere,  and 
it  is  liigh  time  to  agitate  the  importance  of  aiding  and  endowing  the 
institutions  of  the  Commonwealth  from  whose  resources  so  much 
wealth  has  been  derived. 

There  is  good  reason  to  look  forward  with  hope.  Our  professional 
schools,  especially  those  in  medicine  and  dentistry,  attract  students 
from  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  Colleges  for  Women  are  rais- 
ing their  standards;  and  the  one  at  Bryn  Mawr  maintains  a  standard 
of  scholarship  equal  to  the  best  in  the  world.  Our  Denominational 
Colleges  educate  the  young  people  from  the  various  religious  de- 
nominations and  furnish  leaders  in  thought  whose  influence  will  be 
felt  in  every  community  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  best  work  of 
our  Colleges  is  done  in  the  domain  of  the  higher  life.  The  develop- 
ment of  character,  of  the  power  to  think  and  to  enjoy  the  things  of 
the  mind,  is  worth  more  in  the  life  of  a  people  than  anything  which 
the  schools  can  help  to  achieve  in  material  prgsperity. 

The  following  items  are  of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  They 
serve  to  supplement  the  statistical  tables  and  show  the  external  and 
material  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  last  two  years.  The 
chief  work  of  a  college  is  on  the  side  of  the  inner  life,  and  the  things 
of  the  mind  and  heart  can  not  be  exhibited  by  statistical  tables. 
Nevertheless  inner  growth  leads  to  external  development,  and  from 
this  point  of  view  the  facts  given  below  are  highly  significant. 

ALBRIGHT  COLLEGE  was  founded  in  1881  in  the  city  of  Reading,  Pa. 
From  Reading  the  school  was  moved  to  Fredericksburg,  Pa.,  where  it  was 
conducted  under  the  name  of  Schuylkill  Seminary,  until  January,  1895,  at 
which  time,  having  been  dispossessed  of  its  educational  plant  and  charter 
by  court  decisions,  the  entire  faculty  and  all  the  resident  boarding  students 
moved  to  Myerstown,  Pa.,  and  took  possession  of  the  buildings,  apparatus 
and  campus  of  Palatinate  College.  A  new  charter  was  secured  in  1895,  and 
from  that  year  to  1898  the  school  was  known  as  Albright  Collegiate  Institute, 
having  been  named  in  honor  of  Jacob  Albright,  the  founder  of  the  church 
under  whose  auspices  it  is  maintained.  In  February  of  the  latter  year  (1898) 
the  East  Pennsylvania  Conference  in  session  at  Pottsville,  Pa.,  unanimously 
decided  that  the  institution  be  advanced  to  the  grade  of  a  college  and  that 
the  name  be  changed  to  Albright  College.  The  necessary  legal  steps  were 
taken  looking  to  this  end,  and  the  institution  began  its  career,  with  courses 
properly  advanced  and  departments  organized,  as  a  college,  with  the  opening  of 
•he  Fall  term  September  6,  1898.  The  college  did  not.  at  first,  receive  full 
recognition  as  a  college  from  the  educational  authorities  of  the  State  owing 
to  the  fact  that  a  statement  of  assets  could  not  be  made  as  the  act  of  the 
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Legislature  of  Pemisylvaiiia  lequiied.  Subsequenily,  however,  the  Legislature 
passed  an  act,  which  was  approved  March  7,  IHOI,  enabling  the  college  to  file 
its  statement  of  assets  within  a  specified  time,  and  secure  the  desired  recog- 
nition. 

During  these  years  of  development  of  the  institution,  there  were  many 
men  in  the  United  Evangelical  Church  who  were  convinced  that  the  effort  to 
maintain  two  colleges  in  this  State  must  result  in  imperfect  development  of 
both.  Accordingly  efforts  were  made  from  time  to  time  to  effect  a  consolida- 
tion of  this  institution  with  Central  Pennsylvania  College,  under  the  same 
denominational  patronage,  situated  at  New  Berlin,  Pa.  Central  Pennsylvania 
college  was  chartered  as  Union  Seminary  in  1855.  The  grade  and  name  were 
subsequently  changed,  and  an  honorable  and  useful  career  marks  the  history 
of  the  institution.  A  large  number  of  graduates,  many  of  ihem  eminent  in 
church  and  state,  give  ample  proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  work  done  and  the 
value  of  the  training  afforded  by  this  institution.  The  movement  in  favor 
of  consolidation  of  the  two  institutions  gained  headway  until  the  union  was 
consummated  in  1902  under  the  charter  of  Albright  College  and  with  the  present 
name. 

The  success  of  the  institution  prior  to  the  consolidation  and  especially 
since,  has  been  very  gratifying.  It  has  had  a  gradual  and  healthy  growth, 
sufficiently  rapid  to  indicate  progress,  not  too  rapid  to  prevent  the  establish- 
ment of  proper  ideals,  or  the  creation  of  such  spirit  and  tradition  as  should 
invest  the  college.  A  valuable  experience  has  been  acquired  during  the  years 
of  development  of  the  institution;  and  now,  better  than  at  any  other  time 
in  its  history,  are  its  trustees  and  executive  oflicers  prepared  to  give  direction 
to  the  enterprise,  in  harmony  with  advanced  college  thought,  as  well  as  the 
needs  of  a  growing  religious  denomination. 

Three  commodious  buildings  and  a  campus  of  about  ten  acres  beautiiully 
located,  are  now  in  use.  The  main  college  building  a  four  story  substantial 
brick,  with  a  front  of  160  feet,  is  used  for  administrative  and  recitation  pur- 
poses and  as  a  dormitory  for  men.  South  Hall  accommodates  the  Chemical, 
Physical  and  Biological  departments  and  supplies  laboratories  for  individual 
research  in  each  of  these  department.  It  is  well  equipped  with  apparatus 
and  appliances  to  develop  full  courses  in  the  sciences.  Ladies'  Hall  is  a  large 
building  in  a  separate  enclosure  used  as  a  dormitory  for  the  young  ladies. 
Other  buildings  are  greatly  needed  and  it  is  the  purpose  to  furnish  them 
so  soon  as  the  college  authorities  have  decided  upon  a  permanent  location, 
the  consolidation  of  the  two  colleges  having  left  this  question  open  for  decision 
at  some  future  time.  A  drcision  will  doubtless  be  reached  in  the  near  future 
when  additional  facilities  will  be  provided  and  the  college  will  take  on  an 
outward  form  more  nearly  cemmensurate  with  its  real  worth  and  strength. 

The  college  has  an  endowment  of  over  $125,000  of  which  about  $40,000  is  not 
yet  productive  being  in  the  form  of  subscriptions  not  yet  due.  In  addition 
to  this  income  there  is  an  annual  appropriation  of  $3,750  by  the  three  Confer- 
ences now  interested  in  the  institution.  This  is  equivalent  to  an  income  from 
an  endowment  safely  invested,  of  at  least  $90,000. 

The  apparatus  and  library  have  an  estimated  value  of  more  than  $13,000,  the 
buildings  and  grounds  not  less  than  $90,000. 

ALLEGHENY  COLLEGE. — The  increase  in  endowment  during  the  last  two 
years  has  been  $40,000,  the  increase  in  land  and  buildings  $20,000.  The  fresh- 
man class  numbers  120  and  the  prospects  are  for  a  still  larger  class  next  year. 
One  year  ago  the  attendance  in  the  college  was  223  and  this  fall  it  Is  26S.  The 
number  in  the  preparatory  school  is  157.  There  is  prospect  of  still  greater 
increase  in  endowment  in  the  very  near  future. 
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BEAVER  COLLEGE,  located  at  Beaver,  Pa.,  was  chartered  as  a  college  by 
the  Legislature  in  1872,  but  was  conducted  as  a  Seminary  until  1902,  when, 
upon  recommendation  of  the  Pittsburg  Conference  and  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  the  classification  of  the  institution  was 
changed  from  the  list  of  seminaries  to  that  of  colleges.  The  preparatory  course 
was  lengthened  to  four  years;  the  faculty  was  increased  and  strengthened; 
and  thorough  college  work  was  begun.  The  college  has  two  buildings,  a 
productive  endowment  and  considerable  income  from  annual  donations. 

BRYN  MAWR  COLLEGE.— In  April,  1904,  Rockefeller  Hall,  a  new  hall  of 
residence  which  formed  part  of  the  gift  of  Mr.  John  D.  Rockefeller  to  the 
college,  was  opened.  It  contains  rooms  for  seveuty-nine  students,  five  guest 
rooms,  a  suite  with  bedroom,  sitting  room  and  bathroom  for  the  warden,  two 
bedrooms,  a  sitting  room  and  bathroom  for  two  housekeepers,  and  accommo- 
dations for  twelve  servants.  The  arrangements  of  the  hall  differ  from  the  other 
halls  of  residence  in  that  two-thirds  of  the  students  are  accommodated  in  single 
suites,  that  is,  a  bedroom  and  study  for  each  student;  many  of  these  studies 
communicate  with  other  studies  by  double  doors,  so  that  the  students  who  are 
friends  may  choose  communicating  studies  and  are  thus  able  to  entertain  their 
friends  in  two  communicating  studies;  one-third  of  the  rooms  are  intended 
to  be  used  as  a  bedroom  and  study  and  these  rooms  are  less  expensive  than  the 
single  fuites.  Stationary  washstands  with  hot  and  cold  water  have  been  placed 
in  every  bedroom  and  one  bathroom  is  provided  for  every  four  and  one-fourth 
students.  With  the  exception  of  rugs  the  rooms  are  completely  furnished  and 
an  electric  reading  lamp  is  provided  for  every  student.  Rockefeller  Hall  is  com- 
pletely fireproof.  It  is  built  of  gray  stone  in  the  Jacobean  style  of  architecture 
like  the  other  college  buildings  and  has  been  planned  so  as  to  form  a  continua- 
tion oi  Pembroke  Hall,  which  it  joini;  although  there  is  no  connection  between 
the  two  halls  of  residence.  The  dining  hall,  pantries,  kitchen,  and  servants' 
rooms  are  in  the  west  wing  and  are  separated  from  the  students'  rooms  by  the 
central  tower,  which  forms  the  main  entrance  for  foot  passengers  to  the 
college  grounds.  Two  flights  of  stone  steps  lead  up  to  this  tower  entrance; 
the  tower  itself  is  very  ornamental  and  is  decorated  on  the  outside  with  a 
large  number  of  groups  of  owls  and  surmounted  by  the  coat  of  arms  of  the 
college  adopted  by  the  Trustees  in  the  autumn  of  1903.  This  coat  of  arms, 
which  also  forms  the  seal  of  the  college,  consists  of  three  owls  on  a  field 
divided  into  gold  and  ermine,  the  heraldic  symbols  for  yellow  and  white  which 
are  the  college  colors.  The  owl  which  was  the  symbol  of  Athene,  the  goddess 
of  wisdom,  was  selected  as  the  symbol  of  learning.  The  motto  is  "Veritatem 
dilexi,"  "I  have  chosen  truth,"  and  the  crest  is  an  heraldic  lantern.  The  pre- 
sentation of  a  lantern  by  the  sophomores  to  the  freshman  class  in  order  that 
its  light  might  assist  them  in  choosing  their  "group"  studies  has  been  tra- 
ditional from  the  opening  of  the  college.  The  campus  side  of  the  entrance 
tower  also  contains  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  college  and  owls  in  many  dif- 
ferent postures  and  is  completely  diapered  with  daises  carved  in  stone,  the 
yellow  and  white  daisy  being  the  college  flower.  This  gateway  is  known  as 
"The  Owls'  Gate  of  Wisdom."  The  basement  of  Rockefeller  Hall  contains  a 
large  luncheon  room  for  non-resident  students,  a  sewing  room,  a  hairdressing 
room,  an  office  for  the  Junior  Bursar,  or  steward  of  the  college,  and  storage 
rooms  for  supplies. 

The  power  plant,  also  a  gift  to  the  college  from  Mr.  Rockefeller,  was  com- 
pleted in  the  autumn  of  1002,  and  supplies  heat,  electric  light,  and  hot  water 
to  all  the  buildings  on  the  college  grounds,  except  five  professors'  houses 
which  it  is  hoped  will  soon  be  connected.     It  has  now  been  tested  for  two 
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years  and  has  proved  to  be  of  inestimable  value  in  the  adminietration  of  the 
college.  The  steam  passing  through  underground  tunnels  is  run  through 
coils  in  fan  rooms  built  in  the  basement  of  each  building;  fresh  air  from  the 
outside  is  blown  over  these  coils  by  fans  driven  by  electric  motors  and  is 
heated  to  the  required  temperature  before  passing  through  pipes  to 
the  different  rooms.  The  air  in  each  room  is  changed  every  twelve  minutes 
and  is  kept  at  the  temperature  desired  by  each  individual  by  thermostats 
placed  in  each  room.  In  Rockefeller  Hall  and  in  the  new  Library  Building 
humidsiats  supply  the  necessary  amount  of  moisture  to  the  heated  air.  As 
part  of  the  Power  Plant  gift  the  college  grounds  are  to  be  lighted  with  electric 
lights  and  the  instalment  will  be  made  in  the  summer  of  1905. 

The  new  Library  Building,  for  which  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
was  subscribed  by  friends  of  the  college  in  order  to  make  this  great  addition 
to  its  teaching  facilities  and  also  to  secure  for  it  Mr.  Rockefellers  gift  of 
Rockefeller  Hall  and  the  power  plant,  was  begun  in  April,  1904,  and  will  be 
ready  for  use  in  the  autumn  of  1905.  It  will  contain  stack  room  for  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  volumes,  and  when  its  entire  capacity  is  used  will 
hold  two  hundred  thousand  volumes.  The  large  reading  room  will  seat  one 
hundred  readers  and  seats  for  one  hundred  more  may  be  added  whenever 
necessary  by  throwing  into  the  large  reading  room  the  space  to  be  used  tem- 
porarily for  a  museum  of  casts.  The  central  building  contains  also  large  cloak- 
rooms for  the  faculty  and  students  and  a  large  sitting  room  for  the  non-resident 
students  connecting  with  a  separate  non-resident  students'  cloakroom.  The 
two  wings  of  the  Library  Building  will  contain  two  much  needed  lecture 
rooms,  three  laboratories  and  a  professor's  room  for  physiological  psychology, 
twelve  seminary  rooms  for  the  use  of  graduate  and  advanced  students,  and 
twenty-four  professors'  offices  for  use  as  studies  and  as  consultation  rooms 
for  students.  The  main  building  of  the  1  ibrary  and  the  two  wings  are  built 
in  the  form  of  a  cloister  which  is  closed  in  at  the  back  by  a  wall,  thus  com- 
pleting the  cloister  until  a  lecture  building  can  be  constructed  facing  the  front 
main  building.  The  architecture  is  Jacobean  Gothic  like  the  other  college 
buildings,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  Library  will  be  the  most  beautiful  of  all 
the  college  buildings  as  well  as  the  center  of  the  academic  life  of  the  college 
for  years  to  come.  This  building  was  the  last  building  designed  by  the  late 
Walter  Cope,  of  the  firm  of  Cope  &  Stewardson. 

Yarrow  East  and  West,  an  apartment  house  for  the  use  of  the  men  of  the 
faculty  very  much  after  the  model  of  Low  Buildings,  an  apartment  house  for 
women  members  of  the  faculty  erected  in  1899,  was  built  by  the  Trustees  in 
the  summer  of  1904  and  was  opened  in  September.  It  contains  two  house- 
keeping Hats,  accommodation  for  fourteen  professors,  a  manager's  room,  a 
reception  room,  a  common  room,  and  a  coffee  room.  It  is  heated,  lighted  and 
provided  with  hot  water  from  the  central  power  plant. 

In  the  year  1904  the  college  received  the  gift  of  a  very  valuable  collection 
of  minerals  collected  by  Mr.  Theodore  D.  Rand,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  left  by 
him  in  his  will  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  Stillwell  Eldredge,  to  dispose  of 
to  some  institution  of  learning  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  By  the  gift  of 
this  collection  the  geological  department  of  Bryn  Mawr  College  becomes  one 
of  the  be.st  equipped  In  the  United  States.  In  the  summer  of  1904  changes 
were  made  in  the  scientiflc  building,  Dalton  Hall,  in  order  to  provide  a  suitable 
geological  museum.  The  cu!!  'Hon  will  be  kept  together  and  will  be  known 
as  the  Rand  Geological  ColUution.  In  neccmber,  1903,  Bryn  Mawr  College 
became  a  station  of  the  Weather  Bureau  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Benjamin 
Le  Roy  Miller,  Associate  in  Geology,  who  was  formerly  connected  with  the 
Weather  Bureau  In  Washington. 
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In  October,  1903,  the  out-of-door  athletic  work  of  the  students  was  organized 
for  the  first  time  and  a  Director  of  Out-of-Door  Sports  appointed  to  coach 
the  students  in  hockey,  basket  ball,  tennis,  etc.  In  October,  1904,  an  English- 
woman was  appointed  to  this  position  who  has  been  very  successful  in  coach- 
ing for  hockey  and  other  games;  she  will  teach  hockey,  tennis,  and  basket 
ball,  and  will  introduce  for  the  first  time  cricket,  lacrosse,  and  water  polo.  A 
new  ground  for  tennis  and  hockey  w;is  leveled  and  prepared  in  the  summer  of 
1904. 

An  exhibit  consisting  of  books,  articles  and  scientific  papers  and  reports 
written  by  the  students  and  Faculty,  examination  papers  and  answers,  maps 
and  surveys  of  the  neighborhood  prepared  by  the  students  of  Geology,  photo- 
graphs of  scientific  apparatus,  card  catalogues  of  documents,  and  numerous 
charts  and  statistics  and  photographs  showing  the  growth  and  organization  of 
the  college  was  prepared  and  sent  to  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  in 
the  spring  of  1904.     The  exhibit  was  awarded  the  Grand  Prize. 

BUCKNELL  UNIVERSITY.— There  has  been  added  to  the  endowment  of 
Bucknell  University  $85,000;  to  the  equipment  a  physical  laboratory,  a  central 
heating  and  lighting  plant,  a  library  building  (the  gift  of  Hon.  Andrew  Car- 
negie), now  in  progress  of  construction.  The  attendance  in  the  college  has 
increased  from  363  to  451;  in  the  institution  from  581  to  710.  A  chair  of 
Pedagogy  has  been  established  with  Thomas  A.  Edwards,  A.  M.,  as  incumbent, 
who  will  enter  upon  its  duties  at  the  opening  of  the  school  year,  1905. 

DICKINSON  COLLEGE.— The  fire  which  on  March  3,  1904,  destroyed  the 
Denny  Memorial  Building,  Dickinson's  new  and  elegant  recitation  and  admin- 
istration hall,  seemed  at  the  time  a  disaster  from  the  effects  of  which  the 
college  would  not  soon  recover,  coming  as  it  did  when  the  President  was  en- 
gaged in  an  effort  to  raise  $80,000  to  remove  the  Indebtedness  remaining  upon 
the  new  Collegiate  Preparatory  building  recently  erected. 

For  the  time  it  appeared  as  if  the  college  had  received  a  staggering  blow. 
All  minds  were  filled  with  apprehension.  A  rift  of  light,  however,  appeared  in 
the  clouds  when,  on  the  morning  following  the  fire,  the  President  announced 
to  the  students  assembled  that  the  structure  would  be  replaced  immediately 
by  another,  larger  and  more  imposing  than  the  one  destroyed. 

Enthusiastic  and  hearty  cheers  greeted  the  announcement,  and  within  a 
week,  faculty  and  students  had  subscribed — many  of  them  from  their  poverty — 
more  than  $5,000  for  reconstruction  purposes. 

Within  two  weeks  plans  for  a  new  building  had  been  secured,  and  the  work 
of  demolition  and  reconstruction  begun. 

Within  eight  months  the  work  has  been  so  far  advanced  that  the  structure, 
which  is  of  Hummelstown  brownstone  and  Ohio  iron-clay  brick,  is  being 
roofed  in,  and,  barring  accidents,  will  be  ready  for  occupation  by  March  3, 
1905,  the  first  anniversary  of  the  fire. 

The  new  Denny  Memorial  will  have  fourteen  elegant  recitation  halls  and 
an  equal  number  of  offices  for  the  professors.  In  it,  also,  will  be  two  large 
rooms  for  administration  purposes,  and  on  the  third  floor,  three  finely  ap- 
pointed halls  for  the  uses  of  the  literary  societies  of  the  college,  two  of  which 
have  been  in  existence  for  more  than  one  hundred  years. 

The  President  reports  that  after  eight  months  of  arduous  work  he  has  secured 
nearly  $110,000  of  the  $150,000  for  which  he  is  aiming,  and  which  he  is  confi- 
dent he  will  secure.  Of  the  $110,000,  the  sum  of  $50,000  is  the  generous 
gift  of  the  Hon.  Andrew  Carnegie,  who  came  to  the  relief  of  the  institution 
at  a  perilous  hour  in  its  history. 

The  President  expects  to  be  able  not  only  to  pay  for  the  construction  of  the 
new  building,  but  also  to  remove  the  entire  indebtedness  remaining  upon  the 
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Collegiate  Preparatory   building.    To  this  structure  a   large  addition   will   be 
made  and  the  equipment  of  the  same  greatly  extended. 

These  objects  accomplished,  he  hopes  to  begin  a  movement  for  the  develop- 
ment of  an  engineering  department,  and  thus  still  further  increase  the  already 
extensive  facilities  afforded  for  scientific  purposes. 

DREXEL  INSTITUTE.— During  the  year  1903-4  the  number  of  students  en- 
rolled was  2,975,  of  whom  1,140  were  in  the  regular  academic  department  and 
1,835  in  the  evening  courses.  The  teaching  and  administrative  bodies  include 
about  100  persons. 

Thirty-four  States  and  four  foreign  countries  were  represented  by  its  stu- 
dents. The  Free  Public  Courses  of  Lectures  and  Concerts  were  attended  by 
30,000  persons. 

The  institute  is  organized  in  thirteen  different  departments,  not  including 
the  Museum  and  Picture  Gallery,  which  are  open  free  to  the  public,  daily  except 
on  Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  A.  M.  to  4  P.  M.  and  on  stated  evenings 
during  the  winter  months. 

An  ii.teresting  feature  is  the  Library  School,  which  was  organized  in  con- 
nection with  the  Library  Department  in  November,  1892,  in  order  to  furnish 
opportunities  for  the  systematic  training  of  librarians  and  assistants. 

The  Institute  was  founded  in  1891  by  Anthony  J.  Drexel  for  the  promotion  of 
education  in  Art,  Science  and  Industry.  His  gifts  to  the  institution  as  a  whole 
amount  to  three  million  dollars.  Of  this  sum  one  million  was  expended  upon 
the  original  building  with  its  equipments  and  appliances,  and  two  millions 
were  set  apart  for  the  permanent  endowment.  To  these  should  be  added  the 
cost  of  the  new  building,  East  Hall,  and  the  investments  in  the  Library, 
Museum  and  Picture  Gallery,  which  amount  to  over  one  million  dollars,  making 
the  total  amount  of  the  endowment  and  the  value  of  the  property  belonging 
to  the  institute  four  million  dollars. 

FRANKLIN  AND  MARSHALL  COLLEGE.— In  June,  1903,  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College  celebrated  its  Golden  Jubilee,  that  is,  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  consolidation  of  Franklin  College  and  Marshall  College  to  form  the 
present  organization.  This  celebration  proved  of  great  interest,  bringing  to 
view  the  substantial  work  which  the  college  has  accomplished  in  its  career  up 
to  the  present  tim&,  and  inspiring  its  friends  with  new  zeal  and  energy  to 
prosecute  its  work  on  an  enlarged  scale  in  the  future. 

Of  first  importance  is  the  completion  and  equipment  of  the  new  Science 
Building  at  a  cost  of  about  $80,000.  The  college  is  now  in  possession  of  excel- 
lent facilities  for  the  prosecution  of  scientific  study  and  makes  use  of  the  most 
approved  laboratory  methods  in  Biology,  Chemistry  and  Physic3. 

In  counection  with  the  Jubilee  Celebration  the  increase  of  the  endowment 
was  made  a  special  object.  During  the  year  1903-1904  about  $73,000  were 
pledged  and  contributed  for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that 
at  least  $150, OUO  will  be  speedily  added  to  the  present  endowment. 

The  number  of  students  is  steadily  increasing,  the  accession  in  September. 
1904,  being  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  college. 

GENEVA  COLLEGE.— Tvcr.ty-eight  thousand  dollars  have  been  added  to 
the  endowment  and  $3,000  were  expended  upon  the  ladies'  dormitory.  Steam 
heat  was  introduced  and  other  improvements  were  made  so  as  to  bring  the 
building  up  to  the  best  in  <  ,  nvcnience  and  comfort.  The  facilities  in  the 
science  building,  especially  in  ihe  Department  of  Physics,  have  been  materially 
Increased.  The  President  says  that  the  college  will  be  kept  up  to  date  In 
equipment  and  buildings,  and  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  highest  efficiency  in 
the  Instruction  of  its  classes. 
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GIRARD  COLLEGE.— This  is  the  richest  college  for  orphans  in  the  United 
States.  The  value  of  the  college  property,  as  estimated,  is  in  round  numbers 
?3,350,000.  The  net  income  for  1903  was  $942,136.  The  number  of  pupils  in 
attendance,  19U4,  was  1,731;  the  number  of  teachers  and  officers,  110.  The  num- 
ber of  volumes  in  the  main  library  is  17,000  and  in  the  school  and  study  room 
libraries  is  IS.OOu.  The  college  grants  no  degrees,  but  does  work  in  the  domain 
of  secondary  and  higher  education. 

GROVE  CITY  COLLEGE  has  forty  acres  of  campus  in  the  heart  of  a 
thriving  progressive  tov.'n  of  over  3,000  inhabitants.  In  1879  the  first  building, 
now  known  as  Recitation  Hall,  was  erected.  In  1888  the  main  college  building 
was  completed,  since  which  time  an  annex  has  been  added  to  it  providing 
laboratories  for  both  chemical  and  biological  work.  In  1895  the  Music  Hall, 
a  beautiful  and  substantial  brick  building,  equipped  for  the  purpose  of  the 
music  department  was  erected.  In  1900  there  was  completed  a  beautiful 
library,  with  grounds  and  furnishings  amounting  to  an  outlay  of  almost 
$50,000.00.  This  was  largely  provided  for  by  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie.  The  year  1902 
witnessed  the  erection  of  a  substantial  Science  Hall  and  Power  House  devoted  to 
the  uses  of  the  Department  of  Mechanics  and  Physics  and  the  furnishing  of 
steam  heat  and  electric  lights  for  all  the  college  buildings.  This  plant  was 
provided  at  an  expense  of  about  $30,000.00.  Within  the  past  year  a  ladies' 
dormitory  was  completed,  known  as  The  Colonial,  a  very  beautiful  building 
costing  $50,000.00.  This  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Pew,  of  Pittsburg.  Within 
the  past  year  Mr.  Harbison,  of  Allegheny,  contributed  $25,000.00  to  an  endow- 
ment fund  for  the  college.  This  year  the  college  has  undertaken  to  equip 
another  building  for  the  entertainment  of  young  ladies,  to  be  known  as 
Cunningham  Hall,  and  also  a  building  known  as  the  College  Commons,  cen- 
trally located  in  the  town,  providing  dining  room,  kitchen,  store  room,  etc., 
where  young  men  can  take  their  meals  at  the  actual  expense  of  the  same. 
The  college  now  has  property  and  endowments  to  the  amount  of  $300,000.00. 
This  has  all  been  brought  about  since  the  inception  of  the  work  in  1876. 

Last  year  656  different  students  were  in  attendance  during  the  four  sessions 
of  the  college  work.  The  institution  also  has  a  Summer  term  lasting  eight 
weeks.  One  hundred  and  ninety  students  were  in  attendance  during  the 
Summer  session  of  1904,  largely  teachers,  high  school  principals,  normal 
school  graduates  and  others  desiring  to  make  some  advancement  along  the 
line  of  a  college  education. 

It  is  the  aim  to  enlarge  the  length  of  the  Summer  term  and  the  scope  of 
its  work  so  as  to  make  it  in  every  sense  equivalent  in  opportunity  and  useful- 
ness to  any  of  the  regular  college  sessions.  From  this  time  on  the  college 
year  will  begin  twice, — in  September  and  in  January,  so  that  students  coming 
in  January  and  remaining  through  the  Summer  term  can  cover  the  work  of  a 
full  college  year.  The  college  further  maintains  a  Conference,  which  has 
gained  wide  and  favorable  notice  for  the  high  character  of  the  work  done, 
lasting  two  weeks  and  devoted  to  Bible  study. 

The  college  owes  its  existence  as  well  as  its  present  usefulness  and  pros- 
perity to  the  energy,  ability  and  wisdom  of  the  president.  Dr.  I.  C.  Ketter,  who 
combines  in  a  remarkable  degree  the  qualities  of  a  teacher,  a  financier  and  an 
educational  leader. 

HAVERP'ORD  COLLEGE.— The  donations  in  money  to  Haverford  College  for 
the  two  years  ending  August  31st,  1904,  have  been  $120,327.90,  and  the  interest- 
bearing  personal  securities  now  amount  in  par  value  to  $1,019,758.89. 

Of  these  donations,  $53,000  was  for  the  erection  of  a  hall  for  an  auditorium 
and   college   offices.     With   this   gift   came   a   collection   of  autograph   letters 
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made  by  Charles  Roberts,  which  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  its  kind  in 
America. 

During  this  time  the  library  has  been  increased  by  3,501  volumes. 

The  number  of  students  has  grown  from  117  to  146,  all  of  whom  are  of  col- 
legiate rank.  Alone  among  Pennsylvania  colleges  for  young  men.  Haverford 
accepts  no  certificates,  but  examines  every  candidate  for  the  freshman  class. 
This  has  the  effect  of  securing  better  preparation,  for,  while  the  examinations 
are  not  intended  to  be  especially  difficult,  thoroughly  unprepared  students  are 
not  apt  to  present  themselves. 

During  this  time  the  college  has  added  to  its  equipment  a  central  heating  and 
lighting  station,  with  tunnels  connecting  it  with  the  different  buildings  of  the 
main  group.     This  is  in  the  interest  both  of  efficiency  and  economy. 

There  have  been  but  few  changes  in  the  facultj- — twenty  in  number — during 
these  two  years.  Dr.  Gifford,  who  for  many  years  has  had  charge  of  Greek, 
has  resigned  to  accept  a  position  elsewhere,  and  his  place  has  been  filled  by 
Dr.  W.  W.  Baker,  of  Harvard.  Frederick  Palmer,  Jr.,  A.  M.,  of  Harvard,  has 
been  made  instructor  in  Physics.  The  office  of  dean  has  been  created,  and 
has  been  filled  by  Dr.  D.  C.  Barrett,  associate  professor  of  Economy. 

A  rul*^  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  permits  each  professor  to  take  a  year's 
leave  of  absence  every  seven  years  on  half  pay.  This  is  arranged  so  that  not 
more  than  one  or  two  are  released  during  the  same  year. 

JUNIATA  COLLEGE. — For  eight  years  this  rising  young  college  has  had 
graduates  in  the  regular  four  years  classical  course.  There  were  six  such 
graduates  in  June,  1904.  The  institution  has  complied  with  all  the  require- 
mens  of  the  act  of  Assembly  which  governs  colleges  vested  with  the  power  to 
confer  degrees.  The  faculty  is  made  up  of  college  and  university  men  of  such 
training  as  will  enable  them  to  maintain  a  good  standard  of  college  work. 
Its  graduates  take  post  graduate  rank  in  our  largest  universities,  and  the  work 
which  it  is  doing  especially  for  the  communion  known  as  the  German  Baptist 
Brethren,  entitles  it  to  rank  among  the  regular  colleges  and  universities  of  the 
Keystone  state. 

The  college  has  no  debt  and  never  had  a  debt.  A  new  gymnasium  was 
recently  erected;  |28,000  were  added  to  the  endowment;  and  more  land  was 
purchased  to  make  possible  future  growth  and  expansion.  The  finances  are 
well  managed  and  the  assets  are  constantly  growing  in  value. 

LAFAYETTE  COLLEGE.— The  past  two  years,  following  upon  four  years  of 
active  building  operations  which  greatly  modified  and  enlarged  the  college 
buildings,  have  been  years  of  comparative  quiet  The  only  buildings  which 
have  been  erected  are  the  D.  K.  E.  and  OAX  fraternity  houses,  the  latter 
being  not  yet  completed.  These  buildings  are  part  of  a  plan  now  in  process 
of  development  for  the  building  of  a  series  of  fraternity  houses  upon  the 
college  grounds  which  shall  supply  dormitory  rooms  for  the  large  number  of 
students  in  excess  of  the  capacity  of  the  college  dormitories.  They  are  being 
built  by  the  alumni  at  a  cost  of  from  $12,000  to  $25,000,  and  are  an  ornament 
to  the  campus  and  the  best  possible  guarantee  of  the  stability  and  utility 
of  these  organizations. 

The  college  has  received  during  these  two  years  very  considerable  additions 
to  its  endowment,  all  of  which  have  been  devoted  to  developmnt  along  lines 
of  work  already  in  existence.  Thus,  a  number  of  new  prizes  have  been  es- 
tablished, large  additions  have  been  made  to  the  equipment  of  the  civil  engin- 
eering and  the  chemical  laboratories,  and  the  college  library  has  received  very 
notable  gifts. 
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The  faculty  has  been  increased  by  the  establishment  of  a  full  professoAhip 
of  municipal  engineering,  to  which  Prof.  A.  P.  Folwell,  President  of  the 
American  Society  of  Municipal  Engineering,  has  been  appointed;  and  by 
the  establishment  of  an  associate  professorship  of  analytical  chemistry  and 
metallurgy,  to  which  Prof.  Henry  Wysor  has  been  appointed;  and  an  additional 
assistant  has  been  added  in  the  Department  of  Chemistry,  and  another  in  the 
laboratory  in  the  Department  of  Physics. 

The  college  sustained  a  great  loss  in  the  spring  of  1902  by  the  death  of  Prof. 
Edsall  Ferrier,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  a  graduate  of  the  college  and  sometime  professor 
in  Washington  and  Jefferson  and  Pennsylvania  Colleges,  and  for  some  tea 
years  professor  in  Lafayette  College.  Dr.  Ferrier  was  Professor  of  Ethics, 
Logic  and  Hebrew,  and  brought  to  the  work  of  the  departments  unusual 
ability,  breadth  and  training,  and  enjoyed  the  affection  and  confidence  of  the 
whole  college  community  to  an  unusual  degree.  He  has  been  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Theodore  A.  Elmer,  a  graduate  of  the  class  of  1891. 

Extensive  plans  for  the  increase  of  the  equipment  and  endowment  of  the 
college  in  connection  with  its  75th  anniversary,  which  will  occur  in  May,  1907, 
are  now  on  foot,  and  it  is  hoped  that  very  great  developments  in  the  educa- 
tional work  of  the  college  may  result  from  this  movement. 

LEBANON  VALLEY  COLLEGE.— The  following  items  show  the  progress  of 
this  institution  in  recent  years  under  the  presidency  of  Hervin  U.  Roop. 

1.  The  erection  of  the  new  library  building,  the  generous  gift  of  Hon.  Andrew 
Carnegie,  and  the  rapid  enlargement  and  improvement  of  the  library  and 
reading  room. 

2.  A  gymnasium,  now  in  course  of  construction,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Brightbill 
and  son. 

3.  The  projection  of  a  new  women's  dormitory,  one  of  the  best  planned 
buildings  in  the  State,  also  now  in  course  of  construction. 

4.  The  introduction  of  laboratory  methods  in  all  the  departments  of  scien- 
tific teachings.  The  chemical,  physical  and  biological  laboratories  are  splen- 
didly equipped. 

5.  The  purchase  of  a  new  athletic  field  containing  six  acres,  which  is  en- 
closed, and  fitted  up  for  all  phases  of  modern  athletics. 

6.  The  increase  of  the  endowment  and  the  improvement  of  the  campus  and 
buildings. 

7.  The  organization  of  a  new  and  unique  system  of  studies,  offering  a  wide 
but  consistent  choice  of  electives. 

The  facilities  of  the  college  now  include  an  academy  dormitory,  a  large 
dormitory  for  college  men,  a  beautiful  dormitory  for  women,  a  large  audi- 
torium and  Music  Hall,  completely  furnished,  a  handsome  Library  building, 
a  commodious  gymnasium,  completely  furnished  laboratories,  a  fine  athletic 
field,  a  central  steam  heat  plant,  electric  light,  sanitary  drainage  and  all  the 
appliances  required  for  strictly  modern  and  thorough  college  work. 

8.  The  number  of  students  has  increased  from  125  to  466,  and  the  faculty 
enlarged  from  10  to  32, — under  the  present  administration. 

The  present  policy  is  to  appoint  to  professorships  only  such  men  as  have 
had  graduate  training.  As  a  result,  the  standard  of  scholarship  has  been 
very  much  raised,  the  atmosphere  of  the  college  imbued  with  the  best  ideals 
of  the  best  institutions  of  the  country,  and  the  life  of  the  institution  made  as 
unique  as  the  location  is  ideal. 

The  Administration  Building  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  December  twenty- 
fourth.  This  building  contained  the  administration  offices,  the. recitation  rooms, 
the  men's  dormitories,  the  science  department  and  the  central  heat  plant. 
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Already  plans  are  being  prepared  for  rebuilding.  Instead  of  the  one  build- 
ing there  will  be  four:  (a)  The  Administration  Building,  including  all  th« 
recitation  rooms;  (b)  the  men's  dormitories  on  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
system,  providing  single  suites,  double  suites,  single  and  double  rooms;  (c) 
a  Science  Hall,  modern  design,  devoting  one  whole  floor  to  the  physical,  one 
to  the  chemical  and  another  to  the  biological  laboratories;  (d)  a  central  heat- 
ing and  lighting  plant. 

MUHLENBERG  COLLEGE.— After  a  growth  and  development  during  a  period 
of  thirty-five  years,  it  was  found  necessary  to  secure  larger  grounds  and 
thereon  begin  the  erection  of  new  and  modern  buildings.  An  ideal  site,  con- 
sisting of  fifty-five  acres  in  the  western  part  of  the  city  of  Allentown,  has 
been  purchased.  On  the  most  elevated  portion  of  this  tract  four  buildings  have 
been  erected.  1.  The  administration  building,  190  feet  long  and  65  feet  wide, 
three  stories  high,  with  a  basement  to  provide  recitation  rooms,  temporary 
chapel,  and  library,  gymnasium,  biological  and  physical  laboratories,  museum 
and  literary  society  halls.  2.  Dormitories  on  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
system,  built  around  a  rectangle.  The  south  side  of  the  rectangle,  known 
as  "Berks  Hall,"  183  feet  long  and  35  feet  wide.  Is  built  of  brick  and  Indiana 
lime  stone.  This  is  being  erected  by  the  Lutherans  of  Berks  county.  On  the 
east  side  of  the  rectangle  Mrs.  Anna  Louisa  Rhoads,  of  Reading,  has  built 
one  section  of  the  dormitory  in  memory  of  her  son  John  "Warren  Rhoads, 
which  is  known  as  "Rhoads  Hall."  Additional  sections  will  be  erected  as 
needed.  These  dormitories  provide  single  suites,  double  suites,  single  and 
double  rooms,  all  of  which  are  heated  with  steam  and  lighted  by  electricity. 
3.  The  President's  residence  occupies  a  prominent  position  on  the  grounds.  4. 
The  power  house  which  supplies  light  and  heat.  The  cost  of  grounds  and 
buildings  will  exceed  $200,000. 

The  death  of  Rev.  Theodore  L.  Seip,  D.  D.,  November  28,  1903,  connected 
with  the  college  since  its  foundation  in  1867.  and  its  honored  President  since 
1886,  was  followed  by  the  election  of  Rev.  John  A.  W.  Haas,  D.  D.,  of  New 
"Vork  city,  who,  by  his  ripe  scholarship  and  great  executive  ability,  promises 
to  lead  Muhlenberg  College,  with  its  new  and  modern  equipments,  to  a  wider 
and  larger  field  of  usefulness. 

LEHIGH  UNIVERSITY.— The  curriculum  of  the  University  has  been  en- 
riched by  new  studies;  several  new  instructors  have  been  added  to  the  teach- 
ing force,  and  the  student  attendance  has  increased.  A  psychological  labora- 
tory has  been  established.  The  various  scientific  laboratories  of  the  Univer- 
sity have  obtained  additional  equipment,  and  the  Library  has  had  its  usual 
healthy  growth. 

During  the  past  summer  an  addition  to  the  Sayre  Observatory  was  erected 
with  instruments  for  the  study  of  variation  of  latitude.  This  addition  was 
presented  by  Robert  H.  Sayre,  Esq.,  of  South  Bethlehem,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  from  the  foundation  of  the  University  and  the  donor  of  the 
Sayre  Observatory. 

A  most  important  addition  to  the  facilities  for  instruction  was  made  by  the 
erection  of  Williams  Hall,  named  in  honor  of  Prof.  E.  H.  Williams,  Jr.,  the 
principal  donor.  This  building  is  186  feet  long  by  70  feet  wide,  and  covers 
a  ground  area  of  over  12.000  square  feet.  One-half  of  the  building  is  devoted 
to  the  Department  of  Mechanical  Engineering  and  the  other  half  to  Geology, 
Biology  and  Mining  Engineering.  On  the  third  floor  is  an  Assembly  Hall 
seating  400  adults. 

PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE.— Pennsylvania  College  opened  with  a  Fresh- 
man class  of  83,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  Institution.    The  new  Presl- 
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dent.  Rev.  Samuel  G.  Hefelbower,  is  about  to  undertake  an  effort  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  burdensome  debt  as  well  as  for  an  increase  of  the  endowment  and 
the  erection  of  additional  buildings. 

SWARTHMORE  COLLEGE.— The  following  statement  indicates  the  progress 
of  Swarthmore  College  under  the  new  President,  Dr.  Joseph  Swain,  who  was 
called  to  this  position  from  the  presidency  of  Indiana  University. 

Students  in  College  Department:  Men,  126;  women,  117. 

Students  in  Post-graduate  Department:  Men,  1;  women,  1. 

Special  students:  Women,  2. 

New  students:  Seniors,  1;  Juniors,  3;  Sophomores,  26;  Freshmen,  67; 
special,  2. 

Students  from  Pennsylvania,  153. 

New  buildings  in  1904:  Chemistry  building,  $35,000.00;  boys  dormitory,  $50,- 
000.00. 

Science  building  was  remodeled  for  Engineering  and  Physics. 

New  water  supply  from  artesian  well  and  new  electric  lighting  plant  were 
added. 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  23,000. 

Amount  of  endowment  fund,  $700,000.00. 

Amount  of  apparatus,  $20,000.00. 

Value  of  library,  $20,000.00. 

Value  of  buildings  and  grounds,  $600,000.00. 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  COLLEGE.— During  the  past  two  years  the 
College  has  completed  new  buildings,  the  total  cost  of  which  was  more  than 
$400,000,  and  is  at  present  engaged  in  erecting  a  dormitory  to  cost  about 
$100,000  more.  These  items  are  divided  as  follows:  Auditorium,  a  gift  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schwab,  $156,798.86;  the  Library,  the  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  Esq., 
$150,000;  the  Dairy  Building,  the  funds  for  which  were  provided  by  the 
State,  $100,000.  This  building  is  but  one  wing  of  a  general  agricultural 
building  which  is  to  be  given  by  the  State,  the  total  expense  to  be  $250,000. 
Two  temporary  dormitories  costing  $7,000  were  erected  to  provide  for  the 
overflow  of  students,  due  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  College.  A  new  Track 
House  or  dormitory  for  members  of  athletic  teams  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$11,478. 

In  1903-1904  the  total  enrollment  of  students  in  attendance  was  730,  repre- 
senting 65  of  the  67  counties  in  Pennsylvania.  During  the  present  year  the 
students  in  the  four  year  courses  number  680,  and  if  to  this  number  the 
students  to  be  enrolled  in  the  short  courses  are  added,  the  total  will  come 
very  close  to  800  The  following  table  shov/s  clearly  the  recent  growth  of  the 
College: 

In  1882-1883  the  number  of  students  taking  a  regular  four  years'  College 
Course  (not  including  preparatory  or  special  students),  was  33. 

In  1902-1903  the  corresponding  number  was  513. 

In  1903-1904  the  corresponding  number  was  618. 

In  1882-1883  the  entering  Freshman  class  numbered  9. 

In  1902-1903  the  entering  Freshman  class  numbered  214. 

In  1903-1904  the  entering  Freshman  class  numbered  290. 

The  College  is  also  offering  correspondence  courses  in  Agriculture,  which 
are  being  taken  by  about  2,100  students.  This  correspondence  work  is  not 
accepted  for  collegiate  credit  but  is  designed  for  those  who  find  it  impossible 
to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  College. 

It  is  Interesting  to  note  that  during  the  last  two  years  several  changes  have 
occurred  in  curriculum,  and  two  new  courses  have  been  added.     The  changes 
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ill  the  courses  previously  established  may  perhaps  be  divided  into  two  classes, 
those  made  possible  by  advances  in  entrance  requirements,  and  those  caused  by 
a  limited  extension  of  the  application  of  the  elective  system.  The  new  courses 
referred  to  are  the  course  in  Industrial  Chemistry  and  that  in  Modern  Language 
and  Literature. 

THIEL  COLLEGE.— This  college  is  closed  for  the  present.  The  following 
account  of  the  proceedings  which  led  to  this  action  by  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
has  been  furnished  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Kunzman,  D.  D.: 

The  Board  of  Trustees,  after  the  citizens  of  Greensburg  had  made  subscrip- 
tion to  the  amount  of  ?1U0,000,  and  in  addition  agreed  to  donate  land  to  the 
value  of  $40,000,  resolved  to  open  the  college  Sept.  10,  1903,  at  Greensburg, 
thinking  and  believing  there  were  no  legal  difficulties  in  the  way.  On  Sept. 
9th  the  citizens  of  Greenville  secured  a  temporary  injunction  from  Mercer 
county  courts  restraining  the  college  from  opening,  which  injunction  was 
served  9  A.  M.  Sept.  10,  1903.  The  authorities  of  the  Greensburg  Seminary 
resolved  to  conduct  a  full  collegiate  department  and  the  college  students  were 
enrolled  in  the  Greensburg  Seminary.  The  Seminary  being  unable  under  its 
charter  to  grant  degrees,  the  Senior  class  did  not  return  after  the  Christmas 
holidays  and  after  June  18th  the  Seminary  closed  the  college  department.  Thiel 
College  is  closed  by  the  action  of  the  Board  at  Greenville  and  by  the  action 
of  the  court  cannot  be  opened  at  Greensburg  as  the  Board  desire. 

As  to  the  legal  matter,  the  Board  appealed  in  vain  to  the  courts  of  Mercer 
county  and  afterward  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  to  have  the  temporary 
injunction  removed.  The  next  proceeding  was  to  go  to  final  hearing  in  the 
matter.  The  citizens  of  Greenville  contended  that  great  injury  would  be 
done  to  the  community  by  the  removal  of  the  college,  that  its  removal  without 
an  amendment  to  the  charter  was  ultra  vires,  that  whilst  the  charter  gave 
power  to  the  trustees  to  locate  the  institution  anywhere  within  Pennsylvania 
(■'to  be  permanently  located  in  such  place  in  Western  Pennsylvania  or  the 
trustees  hereafter  may  determine"),  that  having  by  resolution  fixed  Green- 
ville as  the  permanent  location  of  the  institution,  that  act  was  the  same  if 
Greenville  nad  been  originally  named  in  the  charter  itself. 

The  college  contended  that  the  two  citizens  of  Greenville  were  not  the 
proper  parties  to  inquire  as  lo  the  powers  of  the  charter  except  as  that  right 
was  conferred  by  the  act  of  June  17,  1871,  or  that  as  they  had  under  that  act 
neither  alleged  nor  proven  a  personal  private  injury  peculiar  to  themselves, 
and  not  one  which  they  suffered  in  common  with  the  entire  community,  they 
had  no  standing  in  court.  That  the  court  had  no  right,  in  seeking  to  ascer- 
tain the  powers  of  a  corporation  to  go  beyond  the  face  of  the  charter  itself  and 
that  as  the  charter  permitted  the  trustees  to  locate  it  in  any  place  in  Western 
Pennsylvania  as  they  might  determine,  and  Greensburg  bein»  in  Western 
Pennsylvania,  the  act  locating  it  there  was  not  ultra  vires,  that  the  charter 
granted  by  the  Legislature  in  1870  was  not  affected  by  the  charter  act  of  1874, 
and  its  demands  and  requirements  were  ex  post  facto  and  could  have  no 
weight  in  this  case. 

The  Mercer  court,  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, decided  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs  and  declared  that  the  plaintiffs  had 
standing  to  bring  the  suit,  and  that  the  college  could  not  be  removed  from 
Greenville,  Pa.,  to  Greensburg.  Pa.,  without  an  amendment  to  the  charter. 

The  college  authorities  are  now  making  application  in  the  courts  of  West- 
moreland county  under  section  42  of  the  charter  act  of  1874,  as  amended  in 
1876,  P.  L.  page  37.  for  merger  and  consolidation  with  the  Greensburg  Semi- 
nary as  an  amendment  by  merger  and  consolidation.  They  expect  to  open 
the  college  in  Greensburg  September,  1905. 
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Rev.  Professor  W.  W.  Zuber  is  principal  of  the  Greensburg  Seminary.  It  has 
Academic,  Business,  Music  and  Normal  Department  and  had  last  year  216 
separate  students. 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.— During  the  two  years  ending 
August  31,  1904,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  received  from  bequests  and 
gifts  paid  to  the  treasurer  the  total  sum  of  $1,377,000,  of  which  ?765,000  was 
received  in  1902-03  and  $612,000  in  1903-04.  The  number  of  instructors  in- 
creased during  the  same  period  from  272  to  316,  and  the  number  of  students 
from  2,573  to  2,692,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  raising  of  the  entrance 
requirements  to  the  professional  schools  undoubtedly  decreased  temporarily 
the  size  of  their  entering  classes. 

The  material  equipment  of  the  University  has  received  a  notable  addition 
in  the  new  medical  laboratories  costing  $600,000.00,  formally  opened  in  June, 
1904.  These  laboratories  are  the  most  complete  in  this  country  and  afford 
facilities  unexcelled  in  the  world  for  the  pursuit  of  investigation  in  medical 
science,  the  whole  teaching  of  whicn  has  been  revolutionized  by  the  necessary 
adoption  of  laboratory  methods. 

The  gymnasium  also  completed  in  1904  and  costing  $300,000,  is  pronounced 
the  finest  in  this  country  and  affords  every  opportunity  fpr  the  development 
of  the  physical  side  of  the  student's  life. 

The  new  Engineering  laboratories  which  with  equipment  will  cost  about 
$750,000  are  nearly  completed  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  occupancy.  They 
embody  the  results  of  a  careful  study  of  the  best  buildings  hitherto  con- 
structed for  the  teaching  of  engineering.  With  all  that  experience  has  shown 
to  be  necessary  and  desirable  for  the  purpose,  these  new  laboratories  are  the 
most  important  addition  that  has  been  made  to  facilities  for  teaching  en- 
gineering in  America. 

Additional  Dormitory  accommodation  has  been  provided  by  the  completion 
in  1904  of  the  Edgar  F.  Smith  House. 

There  have  been  numerous  accessions  to  the  various  collections  in  the 
University  Museum  and  to  the  equipment  of  many  departments  of  teaching. 
Among  the  most  noteworthy  gifts  to  the  Library  are: 

(1)  The  collection  of  Russian  books  presented  by  the  Honorable  Charlemagne 
Tower,  U.  S.  Ambassador  to  Germany  and  formerly  Ambassador  to  Russia. 
This  collection  consisting  of  2,300  volumes  is  regarded  as  in  many  ways  the 
finest  outside  of  the  Russian  Empire. 

(2)  A  collection  of  Franklin  papers,  documents,  broadsides  and  rare  pamph- 
lets. 

(3)  The  greater  portion  of  the  library  of  Prof.  Caspari  (University  of 
Christiana),  Oriental  Philology,  Church  History,  etc. 

(4)  A  collection  of  early  editions  of  early  English  Plays,  out  of  a  special 
fund  secured  from  friends  of  the  University.  The  collection  now  numbers 
about  one  hundred  quartos. 

(5)  The  library  of  the  late  Professor  John  Fries  Frazer,  Chemistry  and 
Natural  Philosophy,  1,400  volumes,  presented  by  friends  and  students  of 
Professor  Frazer. 

(6)  The  Marcus  Jastrow  Memorial  Library,  Hebrew  and  Semitic  languages, 
1,000  volumes. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  added  to,  the  Library  during  the  last  two  years 
's  21,667. 

The  institution  of  a  Summer  School  in  1904  met  a  most  gratifying  response 
in  large  attendance,  as  did  also  the  opening  of  an  Atelier  in  connection  with 
the  Department  of  Architecture  and  some  evening  courses  in  Business  L&w 
and  Finance  in  the  Wharton  School  of  Finance  and  Commerce. 
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THE  WESTERN  UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  located  al  Allegheny, 
Pennsylvania,  has  added  during  the  past  two  years  to  its  material  equipment 
the  following: 

1.  A  new  observatory  building  has  been  erected  in  Riverview  Parlt,  Alle- 
gheny, upon  a  two  acre  tract  reserved  for  this  purpose  by  the  citizens  of 
Allegheny  in  their  gift  to  the  city  of  the  park  property,  and  which  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Trustees  of  the  University  by  ordinance  and  quitclaim  deed. 

The  building  has  been  erected  and  almost  completed  at  a  cost  so  far  of 
about  $170,000.  When  finished  it  will  be  the  best  equipped  observatory  in  the 
world  for  carrying  on  solar  research  and  other  lines  of  astro-physical  in- 
vestigation. Several  memorial  gifts  have  been  made  to  the  observatory— a 
thirty  inch  objective  for  the  large  telescope,  costing  $25,000  by  Mrs.  William 
Thaw,  Jr.;  a  great  spectro-heliograph  by  lion.  Henry  Kirke  Porter;  and  the 
Keeler  Memorial  Reflecting  Telescope  which  is  designed  particularly  for  helio- 
graphic  work  in  connection  with  the  spectro-helograph,  by  the  friends  of  the 
late  Professor  J.  E.  Keeler. 

2.  The  Medical  Department  has  built  a  new  ampitheatre  adjoining  the  Reine- 
man  Hospital,  for  Maternity  clinics,  at  a  cost  of  about  $8,000,  and  has  also 
equipped  an  X  Ray  Laboratory  for  X  Ray  work  and  Electro-therapeutics. 

3.  The  Department  of  Pharmacy  has  completed  a  new  building,  which  is 
used  for  lecture  room  purposes,  laboratories,  offices,  etc.,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$30,000.  This  building  is  most  complete  and  is  sufficiently  commodious  to 
accommodate  the  Department  for  years  to  come. 

WASHINGTON   AND   JEFFERSON   COLLEGE.— 

Washington  and  Jefferson  College  celebrated  the  centennial  of  the  char- 
tering of  Jefferson  College,  October  12-15,  1902,  and  the  event  was  the  occa- 
sion of  considerable  addition  to  the  resources  of  the  college.  For  two  years 
previously  efforts  had  been  made  to  secure  substantial  additions  to  the  en- 
dowment, and  at  the  celebration  President  Moffat  was  able  to  report  gifts 
and  pledges  aggregating  $425,000.00.  About  $200,000  of  this  aggregate  has 
not  yet  come  into  actual  possession,  but  nearly  all  of  it  is  legally  secured.  A 
library  building,  provided  by  the  liberality  of  Mr.  William  R.  Thompson,  of 
Pittsburgh,  is  about  finished  at  a  cost  of  $50,000.00,  and  Mrs.  Thompson  has 
given  $10,000  toward  the  maintenance  of  the  library.  When  all  has  been  paid 
into  the  college  treasury  the  endowment  of  the  college  will  be  increased  about 
$300,000.00 

WAYNESBURG  COLLEGE.- During  the  past  two  years  $25,000  were  added 
to  the  endowment.  Its  library  and  the  scientific  equipment  of  its  laboratories 
was  considerably  improved  and  enlarged. 

WESTMINSTER  COLLEGE.— Fifty  thousand  dollars  was  added  to  the  en- 
dowment. Rev.  J.  0.  Campbell,  D.  D.,  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  new  chair 
of  History  and  Sociology,  to  which  he  had  been  elected.  A  year's  work  ha« 
been  added  to  the  entrance  requirements.  The  short  courses  have  been  abol- 
ished, and  two  courses  of  equal  length  and  value,  loading  to  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  and  B.  S.,  respectively,  are  now  maintained.  This  raising  of  the  Standard 
has  not  lessened  the  number  of  students  In  attendance. 

WILSON  COLLEGE.— Thomson  Hall.  Including  a  beautiful  auditorium  has 
been  completed  and  is  now  in  use.     It  is  a  stone  building  costing  about  $40,000. 

A  new  library  room  has  been  completed  and  some  one  thousand  volumes  hav« 
been  added  to  the  equipment. 

The  laboratories  have  been  re-stocked  and  much  additional  apparatus  has 
been  secured. 
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A  bequest  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Johu  Lortz,  of  Chambersburg,  which 
will  provide  a  fund  of  |50,000;  $30,000  of  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  building 
of  a  Science  Building,  and  the  balance  as  an  endowment  for  the  building. 

Additional  dormitory  rooms  have  been  provided  and  a  larger  dining  room 
space  secured. 

The  institution  now  has  an  enrollment  of  three  hundred  and  forty  pupils. 

In  closing  this  report  it  is  a  sad  duty  to  chroniele  the  death  of 
two  members,  one  Kev.  Dr.  T.  L.  Seip,  President  of  Muhlenberg 
College,  who  was  present  at  the  organization  of  the  Council  in  1885, 
and  Dr.  T.  M.  Drtnvn,  President  of  Lehigli  University  who  was  com- 
missioned a  member  of  the  College  and  University  on  December  1, 
1903,  and  attended  the  meeting«on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  at 
which  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee  to  draft  this 
biennial  report. 

THEODORE  LORENZO  SEIP  was  born  at  Easton,  Pa.,  June  25,  1842.  He 
prepared  for  college  at  the  Weaversville  Academy  in  his  native  county  and 
at  the  Preparatory  Department  of  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg,  graduating 
from  the  college  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1864.  He  served  in  the  Civil  War 
as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Twenty-sixth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
and  as  a  delegate  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  in  Tennessee  and 
Georgia.  He  took  a  three  years  course  in  the  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary 
at  Philadelphia,  became  Principal  of  the  Academic  Department  and  assistant 
Professor  of  Greek  in  1877,  was  elected  Professor  of  Latin  in  1872  and  Pro- 
fessor of  Greek  in  1877,  and  inaugurated  as  President  of  the  College  January 
1,  1886.  In  the  darkest  hours  of  the  College  he  inspired  hope  for  its  future, 
secured  for  it  money  and  friends  and  students,  and  after  an  illustrious  career 
as  President  he  closed  his  labors  on  Saturady,  November  28,  1903,  after  the 
movement  for  a  "Greater  Muhlenberg"  had  been  started  and  gave  promise 
of  ultimate  success. 

In  1886  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  held  the  highest  official  positions  in  the  Luthern  Min- 
isterium  of  Pennsylvania,  was  active  in  the  founding  of  the  College  Associa- 
tion of  Pennsylvania,  serving  as  chairman  of  its  Executive  Committee  until 
he  declined  re-election.  This  organization  has  since  grown  into  the  Associa- 
tion of  Colleges  and  Preparatory  Schools  of  the  Middle  Slates  and  was  the 
forerunner  of  similar  associations  in  New  England  and  the  west. 

Three  successive  governors  appointed  Dr.  Leip  a  member  of  the  College 
and  University  Council.  He  was  regular  in  his  attendance  at  its  meetings, 
helped  to  shape  its  policy  at  every  step,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  every 
phase  of  secular  and  religious  education.  The  very  last  sentence  that  he  ever 
wrote  speaks  of  the  "principles  of  the  greater  teacher  and  head  of  the  church 
whose  berth  marks  the  greatest  gift  of  God  to  man,  and  the  central  event 
in  human  history." 

THOMAS  MESSINGER  DROWN  was  born  March  19,  1840.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Philadelphia  Central  High  School  in  1859,  took  up  the  study  cf 
medicine  and  three  years  later  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania.  He  studied  chemistry  under  Professors  Brush  and 
Johnson  of  Yale  and  under  Professor  Gibbs  of  Harvard.  He  spent  three 
years  in  Germany  in  the  study  of  chemistry  and  metallurgy.  During  this 
time  he  studied  at  School  of  Mines  at  Freiburg,  and  at  Heidelberg  under 
Professor  Bunsen.     In  1S74  he  became  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  Lafayette  Col- 
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lege  where  he  remained  seven  years.  In  1873  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers  and  retained  that  position  by  unani- 
mous re-election  until  he  resigned  it  in  1883.  In  188.^  he  accepted  the  Pro- 
fessorship of  Chemistry  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  where 
he  built  up  a  large  and  successful  deprrtment,  including  at  the  time  of  his 
resignation,  twenty-one  instructors  and  five  hundred  students.  On  June  19, 
1895,  he  was  inaugurated  President  of  Lehigh  University,  a  position  which  he 
filled  with  honor  and  success  until  his  death  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital  on  the 
morning  of  November  Ifi,  1904. 

His  researches  and  extended  investigations  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
water  were  recognized  as  authoritative  in  England  and  on  the  continent  as 
well  as  in  America.  From  1887  to  1895  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Chemical  De- 
partment of  the  investigation  of  the  natural  waters  of  Massachusetts,  on 
which  work  that  Commonwealth  has  spent  more  than  a  quarter  million  of 
dollars.  The  map  of  "Natural  Chlorine  in  the  Waters  of  Massachusetts," 
prepared  under  his  direction  as  a  graphic  epitome  of  thousands  of  analyses, 
has  been  just'  called  a  brilliant  illustration  of  the  value  of  induction  from 
accurate  and  adequate  data. 

As  secretary  of  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers  he  edited  the 
first  eleven  volumes  of  its  transaction.  He  was  a  member  of  numerous 
learned  societies,  and  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  his  services  in  the  domain  of 
science  or  those  in  the  domain  of  education  deserve  the  more  praise, 
The  State  of  Pennsylvania  owes  him  a  special  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  posi- 
tion which  he  took  in  the  recognition  of  high  school  work  and  for  the  care- 
ful thought  which  he  bestowed  upon  the  training  of  engineers  as  evinced  in 
the  training  of  the  hundreds  who  were  educated  at  Lehigh  during  his  admin- 
istration. 
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Locatioa. 

a 
o 

N     . 

Name  of  Institution. 

c 

City  or 

Town. 

County. 

c 

Is 

o 
0 

THEOLOGICAL.     SEMINARIKS. 

1.  Allegheny  Theological   Seminary,...  Allegheny,    Allegheny 1826 

2.  Crozer  Theological  S-minary Upland Delaware 1868 

3.  Divinity    School   of   the   Protestant 

Episcopal   Church Philadelphia Philadelphia 1862 

4.  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary Mt.  Airy,  Phila Philadelphia 1864 

i.  Meadville  Theological  Seminary Meadville Crawford 1844 

6.  Moravian  College,   Theological  De- 

partment   Bethlehem.    Northampton 

7.  Reformed  Presbyterian  Theological 

Seminary,    Allegheny .-\llegheny 1856 

8.  School  of  Theology, Ursinus  College,   Philadelphia Philadelphia 1872 

9.  St.  Vincent's  Seminary Germantown Philadelphia 1868 

10.  Susquehanna   University   Theologi- 

cal Seminary Selinsgrove Snyder 1858 

11.  Theological   Seminary   of   the   Gen- 

eral Synod  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  the  United 
States Gettysburg,     Adams 1826 

12.  Theological    Seminary    of    the    Re- 

formed Church  in  the  U.  S Lancaster Lancaster 1825 

13.  Theological  Seminary  of  St.  Charles 

Boromeo,     Overbrook,     Montgomery, 

14.  Theological    Seminary    of    the    Re- 

formed Episcopal  Church Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

15.  Theological    Seminary    of    the    Re- 

formed   Presbyterian    Church    in 

North   America Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

16.  Western  Theological  Seminary Allegheny Allegheny,    . 

MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 
1.  Hahnemann  Medical  College, 


1867 
1862 


ri846") 
1.18a7J 


1807     1863 


1851 
1858 

1827 
1831 
18S2 

1887 


1832 
1885 


1807 
1825 


2.  Jefferson  Medical  College,    

3.  Medical  Department  of  the  U.  P.,.. 

4.  Medico-Chirurgical   College 

5.  Philadelphia  Polyclinic  and  College 

for  Graduates  in  Medicine 

6.  Western   University   of   Pennsylva- 

nia. Medical  Department 

7.  Woman's  Medical  College  of  Penn- 

sylvania  


COLLEGES   OF  PHARMACY. 

1.  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy, . 

2.  Pittsburg  College  of  Pharmacy 

3.  Medico-Chirurgical    Department   of 

Pharmacy 


Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg Allegheny,     . 


Philadelphia, 


VETERINARY  MEDICINE. 
1.  Department    of    Veterinary    Medi- 
cine,  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

DENTAL  COLLEGES. 

1.  Department    of    Dentistry    of    the 

University   of   Pennsylvania, 

2.  Department   of   Dentistry,    Medico- 

Chirurgical   College 

3.  Pennsylvania     College     of     Dental 

Surgery,    

4.  Philadelphia  Dental   College 

5.  Pittsburg   Dental   College,    Western 

University  of  Pennsylvania 

LAW  SCHOOLS. 

1.  Dickinson     College,     Law     Depart- 

ment  

2.  University    of    Pennsylvania,     Law 

Department 

3.  Western    University    of    Pennsylva- 

nia,  Law  Department 

COLLEGES  AND  UNIVERSITIES. 

1.  Albright  College 

a.  Allegheny  College 

3.  Bryn   Mawr 

4.  Bucknell  University 


Philadelphia.     Philadelphia. 


Philadelphia.     I'hiladelphia, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


Philadelphia,     Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia.     Philadelphia, 


Pittsburg Allegheny, 


1878 
1897 


1856 
1862 


Carlisle Cumberland riS34l 

L 1890  J 
Philadelphia Philadelphia,    1790 

Pittsburg Allegheny 


Myerstown Lebanon 

Meadville Crawford,    ... 

Bryn  Mawr Montgomery, 

Lewlsburg Union.    


1881 
1815 
1885 
1846 


1854 
1827 


Philadelphia.     Philadelphia 1848     1848 

Philadelphia.     Philadelphia 

Philadelphia.     Philadelphia.     

Philadelphia.     Philadelphia 

Philadelphia.     Philadelphia 

Pittsburg Allegheny 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 


1825 
1765 
1848 

1826 
1753 
1850 

1882 

1882 

1819 

1819 

1850 

1821 
1878 

1822 
1878 

Philadelphia 1850     1867 


1863 
1896 

1890 
1791 
1895 


1895 
1817 
1880 
1846 
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Religious  Denomination.  Official  Title  of  Officer         Name  of   President,    Principal   or 

In  Charge.  Superintendent. 


United  Presbyterian President Rev.  James  A.  Grier.   D.  D.   LL..   D. 

Baptist President Henry  G.  Weston,   D.  D.  LL.   D. 

Episcopal Dean W.   M.   Groton.   S.   T.   D. 

Lutheran Dean Henry  E.  Jacobs.   D.  D.,   LL.  D. 

Unitarian.   President Franklin  C.  Southworth,  A.  M.,  S.  T.  B. 


President Augustus  Schultze,   D.  D. .  LL.  D. 


Reformed    Presbyterian Senior  Professor D.   B.  Wilson.   M.   D..  D.   D. 

Reformed  Church Dean James  I.   Good,   D.  D. 

Catholic President James  McGill,   V.  C.  M. 

Lutheran Dean John  B.  Focht,   D.  D. 


Lutheran Chairman  of  Faculty,.  J.  A.  Slngmaster.   D.  D. 

Reformed  Church.    President  of  Faculty,.  Frederick  A.   Gast,    D.   D. 

Catholic Rector P.   J.  Garvey,    A,   M.,   D.   D. 

Reformed  Episcopal Dean Rev.   Joseph  D.   Wilson.   D.   D. 

Reformed  Presbyterian Dean.    Rev.  David  Steele,    D.   D..   LL.   D. 

Presbyterian.    President Rev.  David  Gregg.  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 


I    President Charles  M.  Thomas.   A.  M. .  M.  D. 

/    Dean Pemberton  Dudley.   M.   D..   LL.   D. 

..  Dean J.  W.  Holland;  Hon.  Wm.  Potter,   Prea. 

..  Dean Charles  H.   Frazier,   A.   B.  M.  D. 

..  Dean Seneca  Eabert.   A.   M..    M.   D. 


Superintendent Maud   Banfleld. 

Acting  Chancellor.   John  A.  Brashear. 

Dean Clara  Marshall,  M.  D. 


Dean Howard  B.   French.    Ph.   G. 

Dean Julius  A.   Koch.   Pham.  D. 


Leonard   Pearson. 


Dean Edward  C.  Kirk.    D.   D    S 

Dean Robert  H.  Nones.   D.   D    S. 

Dean Wilbur  F.  LItch.  M.  D..   P.   D.  S. 

Dean S.  H.  Guilford.   D.  D.  S..  Ph.   D..   A.  M. 

Dean H.   E.  Friesell. 


Dean Wllllnm  Triokett.   LL    D 

Dean William   Draper  Lewis.    B 

Ph.  D. 
Dean Hon.  John  D.  Shafer. 


T'nlted   EvanftPllcnl.    President .Tames  D    -Uoodrlng     A^  M  .    D^  D. 

Methodist  Episcopal President William  H.  Crawford    IT  D      LL  D. 

President      M.  Carey  Thomas.  Ph    u  .  LL    D. 

Baptist .."... President      John  H'ward  Harris.  LI^    D      Ph    D. 
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Location. 


Name  of  In.stitution.  , 


City  or  Town. 


County. 


Central  High  Sthool.   Pliiladelphia, . 
Dickinson  College 

Franklin  and  Marshall  College, 

Geneva  College 

Grove  City  College 

Haverford  College 

Juniata  College,    

Lafayette   College,    

Lebanon  Valley  College 

Lehigh    University 

Moravian    College    and    Theological 

Seminary,    

Muhlenberg  College 

Pennsylvania  College 

Pennsylvania   Military   College 

Pennsylvania  State  College 

St.    Vincent   College   and   Seminary, 

Susquehanna   University 

Swarthmore  College,   

Thiol  College 

University  of  Pennsylvania 

Ursinus  College 

Villanova  College 

Washington  and  Jefferson  College,. 

Waynesburg  College 

Western  University  of  Pennsylvania 

Westminster  College,    

Wilson  Female  College 


Philadelphia I'hiladelphia 1S3S  1836 

Carlisle Cumberland 1783  1783 

ri787] 

Lancaster Lancaster 11836^1852 

[  18,53  J 

Beaver   Falls Beaver 1848  1849 

Grove   City Mercer 1884  1894 

Haverford Delaware.    1833  18,30 

Huntingdon Huntingdon 1876  1896 

Easton.     Northampton 1832  1826 

Annville Lebanon 1866  1867 

South    Bethlehem Xorthampton.    1866  1866 

Bethlehem,     Northampton.     1807  18G3 

Allentown Lehigh 1867  .... 

Gettysburg Adams 1832  1832 

Chester Delaware,    1862  1862 

State  College Centre 1859  185.5 

Beatty Westmoreland.     1846  1870 

Selinsgrove Snyder 1858  1858 

Swarthmore.     Delaware 1864  1864 

Greenville Mercer 1870  1870 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 1740  17.53 

CoUegeville Montgomery 1869  1S69 

Villanova Delaware. 1842  1848 

Washington Washington 1802  1S02 

Waynesburg.    Greene.    1851  1851 

Allegheny  &  Pittt-burg  .Allegheny ri7S7l  1819 

1. 1819  J 

New  Wilmington,    ...  Lawrence.    18.52  1853 

Chambersburg Franklin 1870  1869 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Ofllclal  Title  of  Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name   of    President.    Princlpai    or 
Superintendent. 


President.     Robert  Ellis  Tliompson.  S.  T.  D. 

Methodist  Episcopal President.     George  Edward  Reed,  S.  T.   D  .   LL.  D. 

Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S...  President John  S.  Stahr,  Ph.  D..  D.  D. 

Reformed  Presbyterian.   President W.  P.  Johnston,  A.  M. 

President.     lyaac  C.   Ketler.    Ph.   D..   D.   D..   LL.    D. 

Friends President Isaac  Sharpless.   So.   D.,   LL.   D. 

Brethren President I.    Harvey   Brumbaugh.    A.   M. 

Presbyterian President Rev.  Etholbeit  D.  Warflild.  D.D.  LL.  D. 

United  Brothren President Kev.  Hervin  V.  Roop.  A.  M..   Ph.  U. 

President Ihomas  Messinger  Drown,  LL.  D. 

Moravian President .Augustus  Schultze.  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Lutheran.    President John  A.   W.   Haas,    D.  D. 

Lutheran President Rev.  S.  G.  Hefe^bowtr,   A.  M. 

President Charles  E.   Hyatt,   C.   E. 

President Goo.  W.   Atherton.   LL.  D. 

Catholic President Rt.   Rev.  Leander  Schnerr. 

Lutheran,    President Ji.hn  B.  Focht.   D.  D. 

Friends President Joseph  Swain,    M.   S.,   LL.   D. 

Evangelical  Lutheran.    President Rev.  Theophilus  B.   Roth.    D.   D. 

Provost Charles  Custis  Harrison.  LL.  D. 

Reformed  Church President David  W.   Ebbert.    D.   D. 

Catholic President Rev.  Lawrence  A.  Deiurey,  D.D.,  O.S.A. 

Presbyterian President Rev.  J.  D.  Moffat.   D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Cumberland  Presbyterian President.    A.   E.  Turner,   A.  M..   Sc.  D.,  Ph.  D. 

.\cting  Chancellor Rev.    Samuel    B.    McCormiclc,    D.    D., 

LL.   D. 

United   Presbyterian President liobert  Gracey  Ferguson.    D.    D. 

Presbyterian,    President Matthew  Howell   Reaser,    Ph.   D. 
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Other  Olficers  of  the  Department. 
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M.  F.  Cass,  Recc/rding  Cleric^         J.  O.  Knauss,  Messenger. 


Stenographer  and  Typeiciter 
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STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 

Principal. 

PostofBce. 

First    

George  M.  Philips 

West  Chester. 

E.  O.  Lyte 

Millersville 

Third 

A.   C.   Rothermel 

Kutztown. 

Fourth         

E.   Ij.   Kemp 

E.  Stroudsburg. 
Mansfield. 

Fifth 

Andrew  Thomas  Smith,    

Sixth 

.Iiidson    P.    W.lsh       .. 

Bloomsburg. 
Shippensburg. 
I^ick   Haven. 

Seventh     George  M.  D.  Ecitels      

Eighth       J.    R     Fliokineer 

Ninth 

D.  J.  Waller.  Jr 

Indiana. 

Tenth 

T.   R.  Nnss 

California. 

Eleventh         

Albert   E.   Maltby     

Slippery  Roik. 
Ed  in  bore. 

Twelfth 

John   F.   BIgler 

Thirteenth 

J.  George  Becht 

Clarion. 

( 'V.'y ) 
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County. 


Name. 


Postoffice 


Salary. 


Adams,    H.    M.   Roth 

Allegheny Samuel    Hamilton, 

Armstrong J.    O.   Wolfe 

Beaver Chester  A.  Moore,    . 

Bedford,    J.  Anson  Wright,    .. 

Berks,    Eli  M.  Rapp 

Blair T.  S.  Davis 

Bradford,    Herbert  S.  Putnam, 

Bucks,    A.    S.   Martin,    

Butler Howard  I.  Painter, 

Cambria,    H.   T.   Jones 

Cameron Mattie    M.    Collins, 

Carbon,    James  J.   Bevan,    .. 

Centre C.  L.  Gramley 

Chester,    George   W.    Moore, 

Clarion,    L.  L.  Himes 

Clearfield,    '  E.  C.  Shields 

Clinton Ira  N.  McCloskey,    ., 

Columbia,    William  W.  Evans,   , 

Crawford John  D.  Goodwin,    .. 

Cumberland J.   Kelso  Green,    

Dauphin H.  V.  B.  Garver,    ... 

Delaware A.  G.  C.  Smith,    

Elk,    J.  W.  Sweeney 

Erie Samuel  B.  Bayle,    ... 

Fayette John  S.   Carroll 

Forest E.  E.  Stitzinger 

Fianklin L.  F.  Benchoff,    

Fulton,    C.  E.   Barton 

Greene John  C.   Stewart,    ... 

Huntingdon James  G.  Dell 

Indiana J.  T.  Stewart 

Jefferson,    R.  B.  Teitrick 

Juniata H.   C.  Klinger 

Lackawanna J.  C.  Taylor 

Lancaster M.  J.  Brecht 

Lawrence,    R.  G.  Allen 

Lebanon,    John  W.  Snoke 

Lehigh Alvin    Rupp 

Luzerne Frank  P.   Hopper,    .. 

Lycoming Gardner  B.  Milnor,    . 

McKean John  E.   Myers 

Mercer James  S.   Fruit 

Mifflin Samuel  L.  Hanawalt, 

Monroe Horace  L.   Walter,    . 

Montgomery J.  Horace  Landis,    .. 

Montour Charles  W.  Derr,    ... 

Northampton,    H.   K.   Bender,    

Northumberland,    ...    Benjamin    Apple,    ... 

Perry Ezra  H.  Bryner 

Pike Lucian  Westbrook,    . 

Potter Otis  A.  Kilbourn.    ... 

Schuylkill G.   W.   Weiss 

Snyder,    Georsre  W.  Walborn , 

Somerset Daniel  W.   Seibert,    . 

Sullivan M.  R.  Black 

Susquehanna Charles  E.  Moxley,    . 

Tioga "W".  R.  Longstreet.    .. 

Union Daniel   P.    Stapleton, 

Venango,    B.  V.  Riddle 

Warren I   Orlo  J.  Gunning,    ... 

Washington Frank  R.   Hall 

Wayne,    D.  L.   Hower 

Westmoreland '  "W    W.   T'^lprirh 

Wyoming Frark  H.  Jarvis.   ! . !. 

"^ork,    D.   H.   Gardner 


Gettysburg $1,500  00 

Braddock 5,000  00 

Kelly  Station 1,784  00 

Beaver,    1,586.00 

Bedford 1,764.00 

Hamburg,    2,000  00 

Altoona,    1,56 J  00 

Towanda 2,000  00 

Doylestown 1,800  00 

Butler,    1,698  00 

Ebensburg 1,814  00 

Emporium,    1,500  00 

Mauch  Chunk 1,538  00 

Rebersburg    1,678  00 

Ercildoun,    2,. ^00  00 

Clarion 1,616  00 

Clearfield 2,000  00 

Lock  Haven 1,500  00 

Bloomsburg 1,622  00 

Meadville 1,942  00 

Carlisle,     1,580  00 

Middletown 2.000  00 

Media 2,000  00 

Saint   Mar>''s 1,800  Oo 

Fairview 1 .  770  00 

Dunbar 2,500  00 

Nebraska,    1,500  00 

Chambersburg 1,738  00 

McConnellsburg.    ...  1,000  00 

Jefferson 1,556  00 

Huntingdon 1,564  00 

Indiana 2.000  00 

Brookville,     2, 050*00 

Oriental 1,050  00 

Scranton 3,000  00 

Lancaster 2,500  00 

New  Castle 1,500  00 

Annville 1,700  00 

Allentown 1,800  00 

Wilkes-Bar  re 4,000  00 

Muncy 2,000  00 

Smethpcrt,     1,700  00 

Mercer,    1,768  00 

Lewistown,    1,200  00 

Stroudsburg,    1,300  00 

Norristown 2,500  00 

Washingtonville,     ..  1,500  00 

East  Bangor,   1,692  00 

Sunbury 1,550  00 

New    Bloomfield    ...  1,475  00 

Dingman's   Ferry    ..  1,500  00 

Coudersport,     1,600  00 

Schuylkill  Haven,   ..  3,000  00 

Selins  Grove 1,115  00 

Somerset,    1,788  00 

Forksville 1.200  00 

Hallstead,    1,724  00 

Mansfield 2,000  00 

Lewisburg, 1,015  00 

Franklin 1,576  00 

Warren 1,700  00 

Washington 2 ,  000  00 

Honesdale 1.596  00 

Greensburg 3.500  00 

Tunkhannock 1.500  00 

York j  2,000  00 
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City,     Borough 
Township. 


Name. 


Postofflce 


Salary. 


Allegheny ; 

Allentown ; 

Altoona 

Archbald ; 

Ashland 

Beaver  Falls 

Bethlehem 

Braddock,    

Bradford 

Bristol i 

Butler,    

Carbondale 

Carlisle 

Chambersburg,  

Cheltenham  town- 
ship (Montgomery 
county),    I 

Chester,   

Coal    township 
(Northumberland 
county) 

Coatesville 

Columbia 

Conshohocken 

Corry,  

Danville 

DuBois 

Dunmore,    

Easton,    

Erie 

Franklin 

Greensburg 

Harrisburg,    

Hazleton 

Hazle  township  (Lu- 
zerne county),    

Homestead,    

Huntingdon,   

Jeannette,    

Johnstown 

Lancaster 

Lansford 

Lebanon 

Lock  Haven 

Lower  Merion  town- 
ship (Montgomery 
county) 

McKeesport 

Mahanoy  City 

Mahanoy  township 
(Schuylkill  county), 

Meadville 

Middletown 

Milton 

Mount  Carmel,   

Nanticoke,  

New  Brighton,    

New  Castle 

Newport  township 
(Luzerne   county), 

Norristown 

Oil  City 

Olyphant 

riiiladelphia 

rhopnixviUe 


John    Morrow,    .... 
Francis  D.  Raub, 

D.  S.  Keith 

William  A.  Kelly, 
William  C.  Estler, 
Edward    Maguire, 
Fred.    W.   Bobbins, 
Grant  Norris,    

E.  E.   Miller 

Louise  D.  Baggs, 
John   A.  Gibson,    . 
Elmer  E.   Garr,    .. 
John   C.  Wagner, 
Samuel  Gelwix,    .. 


Charles  A.  Wagner, 
A.  Duncan  Yocum, 


Allegheny $3,000  00 

Allentown,     1,750  00 

Altoona 1,800  00 

Archbald 1,080  00 

Ashland 1,200  00 

Beaver  Falls 1,600  00 

Bethlehem 1,700  00 

Braddock 2,100  00 

Bradford 2,500  00 

Bristol 800  00 

Butler 2,000  00 

Carbondale 1,500  00 

Carlisle 1,200  00 

Chambersburg 1,000  00 


Albert  Lloyd 

William  T.  Gordon 

Daniel   Fleisher 

E.    B.    Ziegler 

William   W.  Fell 

Urie  L.  Gordy,    

J.  H.  Alleman,    

Charles  F.   Hoban 

William  W.  Cottingham, 

Henry  C.  Missimer,   

N.  P.   Kinsley 

Thomas  S.   March 

Lemuel  O.  Foose 

Dfivid  A.   Harman,    


Ashbourne 1,300  00 

Chester,    2,200  00 


Shamokin 1,500  00 

Coatesville 1,500  00 

Columbia 1,600  00 

Conshohocken 1 .  250  00 

Corry 1,200  00 

Danville 1,200  00 

DuBois 1,600  00 

Dunmore 1,400  00 

Easton,    2,000  00 

Erie 3.000  00 

Franklin 1.800  00 

Greensburg 1,500  00 

Harrisburg 2,500  00 

Hazleton 2,000  00 


Joseph  B.   Gabrio |  Hazleton 1,500  00 

James  M.  Norris,    Homestead,     2.000  00 


E.  R.  Barclay, 

John  W.   Anthony 

J.  M.  Berkey 

R.  K.  Buehrle 

Ammon  A.  Killian, 

R.  T.  Adams 

John  A.  Robb 


William   P.  Thompson, 

J.  B.  Richey 

William  N.  Ehrhart.    ., 


Huntingdon 1,200  00 

Jeannette 1,500  00 

Johnstown 2,500  00 

Lancaster 2,000  00 

Lansford,    1,100  00 

Lebanon 1,200  00 

Lock  Haven 1,100  00 


Ardmore 1,800  00 

McKeesport 2,100  00 

Mahanoy  City 1,650  00 


Daniel  F.  Guin:in I   Mahanoy  City 1,500  00 

Ulysses  G.   Smith '   Meadville 1,650  00 

H.  J.  Wickey 'Middletown l.OSO  00 

A.   Relst   Rult I   Milton 1.200  00 

Samuel   H.   Dean '   Mount    Carmel 1.400  00 

John   W.  Griffith i    Nanticoke 1.900  00 

Wm.  D.  Brightwell I  New  Brighton 1,500  00 

J.  W.  Canon 1  New  Castle 1.800  00 

H.  U.  Nyhart [  Glenlyon 1.500  00 

Joseph   K.  Gotwala Norristown 1.800  00 

C.    A.    Babcork Oil  City 2.!;00  00 

M.   W.  Cummings i   Dlyphaiit 1.000  00 

Edw.Trd    Brooks Philadelphia 5.000  00 

Harry    F.    Leister I   Phoenixville 1.300  00 
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City,     Borough     or 
Township. 


Pittsburgh,    

Pottstown 

Pottsville 

Radnor         township 
(Delaware  county), 

Reading 

Scranton,    

Shamokin 

Sharon 

Shenandoah 

South   Bethlehem,    .. 

South   Sharon 

Steelton 

Sunbury 

Tamaqua 

Taylor,    

Titusville 

Tyrone 

"Waynesboro 

"Westchester 

Wilkes-Barre 

"^^ilkinsburg,    

Williamsport 

York 


Name. 


Samuel  Andrews,  .. 
William  W.  Rupert, 
B.  F.  Patterson 


George  H.  Wilson,    .. 

Charles  S.  Foos 

George  W.   Phillips,    . 
Joseph   Howerth,    .... 

S.   H.   Hadley 

J.    W.    Cooper 

Owen  R.  Wilt 

C.  G.  Canon,    

L.  E.  McGinnes,    

Ira   Shipman,    

Robert  F.  Ditchburn, 

M.  J.  Lloyd,   

Henry  Pease 

I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger, 

J.   H.   Reber 

Addison  L.  Jones,    ... 
James  M.  Coughlin,    . 

J.  L.  Allison 

Charles    Lose 

Atreus  Wanner 


Postoffice  Salary 


Pittsburgh 5,000  00 

Pottstown 1,500  00 

Pottsville 1,800  00 

Wayne 1,500  00 

Reading 2,500  00 

Scranton 3,500  00 

Shamokin 1,800  00 

Sharon 1,600  00 

Shenandoah 1,800  00 

South  Bethlehem,   ..  1,500  00 

South   Sharon,    1.300  00 

Steelton 2.000  00 

Sunbury 1.200  00 

Tamaqua 1,400  00 

Taylor 1.200  00 

Titusville 2,100  00 

Tyrone 1,400  00 

Waynesboro 1,200  00 

Westchester 2,250  00 

Wilkes-Barre 3,000  00 

V/ilkinsburg 2 ,  000  00 

Williamsport 2,200  00 

York 2,000  00 
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REPORTS  BY  COUNTIFOS. 


COUNTIES. 


Adams,   

Allegheny ,    

Armstrong- 

Beaver,     

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks,     

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron,     

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia,     

Crawford ,     

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware ,    

Elk,     

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene,   

Huntingdon, 

Iifdiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata 

Lackawanna 

Lancaster 

Lawrence 

Lebanon ,     

Lehig-h 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

McKean 
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Page. 

Page. 

1 

312 

4 

316 

6 

322 

8 

326 

9 

330 

15 

334 

IS 

338 

21 

340 

24 

344 

26 

348 

23 

352 

31 

356 

33 

358 

36 

360 

39 

364 

44 

368 

45 

372 

48 

376 

50 

378 

54 

382 

56 

386 

60 

388 

62 

392 

6J 

396 

68 

39S 

69 

402 

72 

406 

74 

408 

76 

410 

78 

412 

80 

414 

82 

418 

S4 

422 

87 

426 

89 

428 

93 

432 

97 

436 

99 

438 

101 

440 

104 

442 

105 

446 

108 

450 
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COUNTIES.  Written.     Statistical. 

Page.  Page. 

Mercer 109  452 

Mifflin 110  456 

Monroe 112  458 

Montgomery,    114  460 

Montour 116  464 

Northampton 117  466 

Northumberland 119  470 

Perry,     122  474 

Pike 123  476 

Potter 124  478 

Schuylkill 126  482 

Snyder L-^O  486 

Somerset 131  488 

Sullivan 134  492 

Susquehanna,     135  494 

Tioga 137  498 

Union 140  502 

Venango ,    141  504 

Warren 143  508 

Washington,    145  512 

Wayne 148  516 

Westmoreland 150  518 

Wyoming 155  522 

York 163  526 


WRITTEN    REPORTS    OF    CITY,    BOROUGH    AND    TOWNSHIP    SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS. 

Page. 

Allegheny 168 

Allen  town,    168 

Altoona 169 

Archbald 171 

Ashland 172 

Beaver  Falls,    173 

Bethlehem,  174 

Braddock,   175 

Bradford 178 

Bristol 180 

Butler 181 

Carbondale 182 

Carlisle 182 

Chambersburg,    183 

Cheltenham  township,  Montgomery  county 184 

Chester 185 

Coal  township,  Northumberland  county,   188 

Coatesville 189 

Columbia 190 

Conshohocken 191 

Corry 192 
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Danville 194 

Du  Bois 196 

Dunmore,    198 

Easton ^ 199 

Erie 202 

Franklin 203 

Greensburg 204 

Harrisburg 205 

Hazleton 208 

Hazle  township,  Luzerne  county 208 

Homestead,    210 

Huntingdon ,     211 

Jeannette,  212 

Johnstown 213 

Lancaster 214 

Lansf  ord 215 

Lebanon ,    217 

Lock  Haven 219 

McKeesport 220 

Mahanoy  City,    221 

Mahanoy  township,  Schuylkill  county 222 

Meadville 225 

Middletown 226 

Milton 227 

Mount    Carmel,     227 

Nanticoke, 231 

New  Brighton 233 

New  Castle 234 

Newport  township,   Luzerne  county 235 

Nor risto wn ,   236 

Oil  City,   239 

Olyphant 240 

Phoenixville 242 

Pittsburgh 244 

Pottstown 246 

Pottsville 246 

Radnor 247 

Reading 248 

Scranton 260 

S'hamokin 261 

Sharon 263 

Shenandoah 264 

South  Bethlehem 266 

South  Sharon ,   267 

Steelton 263 

Sunbury 271 

Tamaqua 275 

Taylor 276 

Titusville 279 

Tjrone,     279 

Waynesboro 280 

West  Chester 281 

Wllkes-Barre 284 
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Wilkinsljuig- 286 

Williamsport,     288 

York 291 


REPORTS   OF  PRINCIPALS   OF   STATE   NORMAL   SCHOOLS. 

Page. 

West  Chester 292 

Millersville 294 

Kutztown 295 

East  Stroudsburg 297 

Mansfield 298 

Bloomsburg 299 

Shippensburg 301 

Lock  Haven 303 

Indiana 304 

California,    304 

Slippery  Rock 306 

Edinboro ,    308 

Clarion ,    310 


Tabular  statistical  statement  by  counties 530 

Statistical  statement  of  the  school  system  since  its  establishment 

under  the  law  of  1854,   534 

Names  of  members  of  the  permanent  certificate  committees 656 

Pennsylvania  school  officers,    629 
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Average  monthly  wages  of  female  teachers 540 
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Letter  of  transmission 599 

Biennial  report 601 
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Allegheny  College 603 

Beaver  College ,    604 

Bryn  Mawr  College,    604 

Bucknell  University 606 

Dickinson  College,    606 

Drexel  Institute 607 

Franklin  and  Marshall  College 607 

Geneva  College 607 

Girard  College 60S 

Grove  City  College,  608 

Haverford  College,   608 

Juniata  College 609 

Lafayette  College 609 

Lebanon  Valley  College 610 

Lehigh  University 611 

Muhlenberg  College 611 

Pennsylvania  College 611 

S warthmore  College,   612 

The  Pennsylvania  State  College 612 

Thiel  College 613 

University  of  Pennsylvania 614 

Washington  and  Jefforson  College,  615 

Waynesburg  College gl5 

"Western  University  of  Pennsylvania 615 

Westminster  College 615 

Wilson   College,    615 

Drown,  Thomas  Messinger,  biographical  sketch  of 616 

Selp,  Theodore  Lorenzo,  biographical  sketch  of 616 

Committees  on  permanent  certificates,   556 

Cornplanter  Indian  School,   536 

Educational  Institutions: 
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Colleges  and  other  institutions  for  orphans 591 

CoUejres  and  universities,    618 
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Colleges   of   pharmacy 618 

Collegiate  and  scientific  institutions  and  secondary  schools 586 

Dental  colleges,  618 

Law  schools,   618 

Manual  training  and  industrial  schools,    591 

Medical  colleges,    618 

Pennsylvania  Soldiers'  Orphan  Schools,    591 
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